





















































































































































FROM THE URALS 70 OMSK. 31

took them in Sclavonic. There was a demand, too, for
Polish copies. The light in which my purchasers re-
garded me evidently varied widely. Some understood
that I was conducting a labour of love, but others
treated me as a merchant pure and simple. One
matter-of-fact old lady, of commercial principles truly
Russian, caused much amusement to the bystanders
by trying to beat me down. Having fixed upon her
book, she asked the price. “ Twenty-five kopecks,” I
replied. “ But can’t you take twenty?” she said;
and, heedless of the laughter of the crowd, went on
hagglmg, till I, more anxious as to her future possession

f the book than the sum she paid, allowed her to
have it at her own price. When the sales began to
grow less brisk, and the poorer passengers saw what
their richer friends had bought, they came asking for the
books at reduced prices, and this I allowed in cases that
appeared genuine. This caused the ship’s stoker, who
had bought at catalogue price, to inquire why others
were served cheaper than he; and when we said,
“ Because they are poor,” he wished to know what
means we had of divining the contents of their purses.

Thus, on the whole, I did a capital morning’s trade,
and in the afternoon the boat arrived at Tobolsk. Here
I had five things to do: to visit the Governor; to
present an introductory letter ; to visit an exile’s tomb,
with a view to getting it sketched ; to pay my respects
to the Archbishop; and to look at a collection of coins
—and all this in the two hours during which the steamer
would wait! I had communicated with the Governor,
reminding him that I had received no account of the
books I left with him on my last visit, to be distributed
in the hospitals, prisons, schools, and public institutions
of his province, and asking that I might be so favoured,
if possible, on my expected arrival. As we drew near
the city, his Excellency was steaming about on a
pleasure trip, with band playing and colours flying ; but
seeing our boat arriving, and knowing, as he said, I was




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































