


pr which latter about a0 Cogiee onlp remPta 

F~~f..,trht? pop.1idars m ' "- 



PREFACE.  

recent settlement of the Russo-Afghan Fra- 
tier question has suggested the present as a THE 

I suitable time to meet a wish that has been expressed 
for a popuIar edition of my larger work on " Russian 
Central Asia, including Kuldja, Bokham, Khiva, and 
Merv." I t  suggested also the desirability of adding an 
-2mndix,  showing the course of events and diplomatic 
correspondence which led to the appointment of 
&>Afghan Boundary Commission, and of giving a 
&&h of the manner in which the delimitation had 
k e ~  performed, Upon inquiry at the libraries of the 
Royd Geographical Society and at the India Office 
far a compendium on the subject, I was told that 
ao such summary existed. I have endeavoured, 
therefore, to ~ a k e  one from the Blue Books at the 
India Office, and from letters supplied, by officers on 
the Commission, to the Tims of London and the 

, Pwseer of Isdia, some of the latter of which, up to 
the return of the major portion of the Indian escort, 

' have appeared in " Travels with the Afghan Boundary 
, Commission," by Lieut. A. C. Yare. 

In condensing material and making extracts from 
;he Blue Books on Central Asian Correspondence from 
1872, I have been careful frequently to give dates or 
other clues whereby those who wish to examine 
matters more minutely can readily refer to the sources 
quoted ; and E would take this opportunity to thank the 
officials at the India- Office for their courtesy and 
readiness to afford me assistance. 
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large' edition king omitted, excepx such 
ptriarchd and Persian customs, .which' 

Russian and French Prisons," by P. 
wherein my name figures as " a Foreig 
:Prisons," and my testimony is called in 

we know the Truth about Siberian Pri 
.this the author has not alluded in his 
iishcd pages, so that I have 'merely to k 
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OBSERVANDA. 
- 

IN propqr names the letters 
a as in father; i as in thcre ; i 
1max ; and the diphthongs ai an 
are pronounced as i n  English, save that Ah is gut 
Scotch loch. 

Unless othqrwise stated ;- 
I. The dates are given acco 

advance of the Russian by twelve days. 
a. English weights and me 
3. Degrees of temperature 

Fahrenheit 
The ordinary paper rouble is reckoned at tw 

. at the time of the Author's visit; but before the 
in 1877, it was R-orth between halfacrown and three 

The Russian paper rouble (or roo kopecks) equals 
!Y silver ,, 
#I vershok 
>I arshin 
,I sajen 
JS e r s t  (500 sajens) 
91 desiatin (2,400 sq. sajens) ,, 
>I sq. verst 
YJ zolotnik (96 dols) e 
,, . pound 
!I pood 
I¶ garnet 1, '34 pm4. 
II vedro 

a >  chetvert 
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CHAPTER I. 

- / .  

i [ 
I N T R U D U C T O R  Y;. . -  .: 

I .  . .  

. - .  

t  I .determined, on my- v3@) !back, to 
he Kirghese -count.ry 'from O m ~ k  .'to . 

I was prevented from .doing !his -by - 
ross Asia, and making.a ditcuit .of-,the 

pare safe home, so far was it! fmm my 
eGensively again, that 1 Iad.:'asked .my 
out for me a suitable sphere of . , .p*ish 

, ,. I -L. - 
Siberian 'eiperience, howeyer, had fos~ered in 

idea, whiih,. on the Pacific;came--,to 
. &en &tes t d  serve fioisibly-. for 
w.e, or-for a book; and dking ' the-  
, q $ n .  and -Sari Francism, . 1.. .read 

Q wnie of my fellow-passengers i n .  
I 
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the saloon. Among these evening audiences. was Sir 
Harry Parkes, K.C. B., then our Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary in Japan, who, seeing 
that my story was so different from that commonly 
believed respecting Siberia, thought that sucbl testi- 
mony, if published, might do_ ,something towards 
softening the asperity which then existed between 
England and Russia, and his Excellency further re- 
minded me that there are important means ofldoing 
good, and many " missions " in life, other than those 
of our religious societies. This thought reconciled me, 
on my return, tokthe expenditure of the inside of 
many weeks in writing my book, whilst on Sundays 1 
officiated at a neighbouring church. When &q book 
was finished, I was invited to the pastoral charge of 
a contemplated parochiat district, and whillst this was 
under consideration, I was pounced upon to be editor 
in a proposed religious literary undertaking. _ -Thus  
1882 dawned upon me, seemin~ly, with an o$ door 
on either hand, whilst the deslre to journey t rough 
Ccqtrat Asia was smouldering within me: Neither 
the pastoral nor the literary undertaking w& carried 
out, and it then remained for me to consider whether 
I should go to Central Asia. 

I gave a day to weighing the question; and, taking 
the Russian kalendar and the post-book, elicited from 
them that a traveller passing from Orenburg by the 
post-road round Russian Central Asia (without entering 
Kuldja, Bokhara, or Khiva) would traverse eight 
provinces, with a total population of 4,908,~0,* and 

UraIsk . . a * . .  . &. 
Turgaisk . . . . . . .  
Akmolinsk . 82 ooo 
Semipolatinsk . . .  '&:aao 
Syr-Daria . . . .  I, z jS,ooo 
Semirechia . , , . . 5 J ,om 
Ferghana . . . . . .  ' 4 9 4,000 
Zarafshan . .  17z,ooo 

-.- 
4,908,"oo 

i 
I 



would pass through upwards of 2 0  towns with 
tians varying from I,WO to &o,ooo, besid&3m 

es and post-stations. Of all these towns I.knew 
one (or perhaps two) to which the British and 

Bible Society had been able to send a con- 
*nmnt of Scriptures, and, judgin from my experience f '*irr.other parts of the Empire, 1 ully anticipated that 
i h e  prisons, hospitals, barracks, and schools would be 
~irrsu&iently supplied, or  hot supplied at all, with the 
Scriptures or other religious reading. It seemed to 

thwefwe, that a genera1 distribution of such 
~krmre would be a blessing to the people, and 

' e m b e r i n g  that, according to Russian law, no foreign 
- .+n;uies may labour in the Empire, there appeared 
,mrp the greater reason, from my point of view, for 

k g  the written Word where the spoken word 
nut go. IpE 

cd, s a v i n g  thus made out a case of need, the next 
s, Am I the man to go ? "  Towards an 

qr in the affirmative the following considerations 
cd :-I. My previous experience had been a 

and I possessed certain preliminary advan- 
such a work, because, having been five times 

ay errand, and so become known to the 
ities, it might be that, thou h they have 7 rs from going to Centra Asia, they 

ps allow .w to do so. 2. The condition 
English political affairs favoured the project 

ted at onte, for the " Eastern Question" 
ht cause the Russians to object. 3. 

ad no reason to suppose that anyone 

ese reasons weighed with me heavily, 
so m a p s  because of a short extract 

which had come under my notice a few 
sly, I t  was this :-" Modern majesty 

, What a man can do is his greatest 
always . c ~ s u h s  his &gnity . . by. doing 
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4 T ~ R U Z Q W  .rCSATRu4L ASIA. ' u 
it," and whim I lodccd at  -&he -third c o ~ l  
the light of a higfier teading, " T o  him th 
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
that my hesitation theeat mua give way 

.anything like an outward call to the won 
thoughts were providential leadings, and 
cogitations, I thought I might reasona 
my outward surroundings would in 

'adapted to the work before me. Now 
that, if the journey could be accomplished 
to five mstlchs, it would cost at least Lf;qoo, 
I did not see it to be my duty to bear the w 
of the undertaking, yet I resolved that if 
travel were forthcoming, from whence I di 
I was prepared to give my time and ene 
this direction my way was cleared in 
days, for, having put my project on paper 
'to a friend, who urged me' to go, and 
towards the expenses. I then submitted 
the Committee of the British and F 
Smiety, who had been wishing to 
into Siberia (especially since my 
who desired also to penetrate to 
opportunity offered. The Committee 
occasions given me introductions to t 
grants of books for ,my holiday tours, 
Bum of money on one occasion tow 
carriage uf the books, and they now ha1 
my new proposal. 'In fact, so hearty was 

-accorded to me, that my courage rose to 
and, infiead of askin for a grant of & I- 
I asked for £ 2 ~ 0 ,  w { ich was given me, 

-rhe rmrn a member of the Committee, 2a~ 
a pkrkar skanger, dered me m m  
my stmy to the  commit^ of tha 
Sockty, whose generous p t s  th 
to distribute more bhsn ~m,cxxa o 
and they gave me L I ~ ,  which, . 
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, *Ired 'fbr by $anather frietid, Ld me to dediat wkh 
b k ~ ;  another proffelted cheque, on the pka that I 

-%ought+ I hadl enough, 
I Here, thm: end the esoteric antecedents of my 

jourbey to Central Asia, which I have been telling the 
~eader in my sanctum. If in so doing I seem to have 
obtruded wha may be regarded as private affairs, 1 
would urge that I have thought it right that the 

, sccieties which gave me help should receive a public 
r v n i t i m  thereof, whiist, as for my personal motives, 
I no good reason to withhold them. One of the 
critia$ d ' I  Through Siberia " wrote : " The utmost 
commendatim must be given to the reverend author, 
not only foy.his personal work, but for the good taste 

lu. impelled him to describe his religious labours 
irallwgwge undersanded of the laity." That this was 
witten by a kindly pen I am sure; but, I suppose, a 
perverse mind might misinterpret it to mean that I 
had said too little of my religious labours. Some of 
my friends thought so. But I did not then set out to 
write B missionary's report, nor am I doing so now, 
though I wish )it to  be clearly understood that the 
~I ig ious  character of my journey was paramount. It  
heightened every pleasure, and softened what perhaps 
5 may not call hardships, but my every incorlvenieace 
a d  Catiglae, whilst, in reviewing the whole, it is incom- 
p A l y  that portion of the expedition which affords 
me the greatest amount of present satisfaction. 

The objat, then, of my journey, so far as the BibIe 
and Trse sockties are concerned, was fourfold :- 

I .  In 7'87% &sides .distributing more than go,~& 
tracts and other' religious publications, I gave to the ' 

authorities mre than sufficient copies of the New 
T-eut and the f s ~ r  Gospels, to enable them to 

..place one (sometimes more) in every room of every 
p r k  and every-hosptal in dl Siberia, so that, where 

-my. directions have been praprly carried out, every 
pi- and hospithd -patient ought to have within 
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reach at all times of the day, and without' 
ask for it from the library, a copy of some por 
Word of God. In 1882 I wished to do the s 
the prisons and hospitals of Russian Central As 
completing my work for the,whole of Asiatic R 

2. Besides supplying the prisons, hospitals, and 
other public institutions with religious literature, I was 
anxious to do something of a .similar character ;for the 
many thousands of Russian exiles, who are 
colonists, or who, after a short term in prim 
released to colonize in remote parts of Siberia;l 
it is all but impossible for them to procure e l g i o u s  
books. 1 hoped to effect this by making some armge-  
ment of a permanent character, by which bpdks rdight 
be distributed to these exiles as they pass tbbugh  
Tiumen, the general depbt, whence they are fo-ded 
to their far-distant destinations. , ,,I 

3. As 1 should be passing through regions where 
the Bible is all but unknown, and religious tracts . 
unheard of-where, moreover, the people might not 
have another opportunity of procuring them locally 
for many years-l wished generally to sell and dis- 
tribute as many as possible. I 

4. My route lying through new countrieq dl was to 
inquire what need there existed for m 
translations, and to see what openings.* 
themselves for promoting generally the 
the two societies. 

These were my religious aims ; but if 1 in- 
tended to make them the boundary of my harkon, my 
friends were determined that they should not' remain 
so. One asked m e  to make a collection - flower 
seeds, botanical specimens, beetles and b u d i e s .  I 
replied that I should not remain long e n o ~ g h  in the 
different places for this, and that it -wuld be a 
curious telegram to send on ahead to ldcrslw;mger, 
" Please have in readiness for me,. on q&h a day 
and hour, half-a-dozen horses, the s a w a r  for: tea, 



Collection of the butterflies, beetles, and plants 
neighbourhd ! " My friend, however, urged 

pursuit of the required game would be a 
reamtion for the parties concerned, and 1 

ingly gave a vague promise that I would see 
could be done, Then, my friend Mr. Henry 

orth, learning that I was going among his dear 
N Maegols," of whom he has written so voluminously, 
rm only tried to interest me .in them. but set on 
m & friend, Mr. Augustus Franks, F.R.S., who 
Bo~ein:Bd me by a request that I would collect for 
.- ,tthnographical specimens and antiquities for the 
&rftioh Museum. Added to this, I thought I might 
p&g s search with success for Hebrew manuscripts 

z j ,  d h a r a  My neighbour, Mr. Glaisher, F.R.S., of 
I-tical fame, as on a previous occasion, lent 

instruments for taking meteorological observations ; 
d, b i d e s  all this, I had sundry editorial friends, 

' w h  wished me to see and take notes of everything 
-le, and write to them something thereon. 

I 
~,q Of course, there were not wantin those who 

h g h t  my praject a hopeless one. fi ad not other 
I Englishmen tried in vain to penetrate to Russian 

Gtntxal Asia? And was not one of them-a clergy- 
too, who proceeded by stealth as far as 

Twend- -o rde red  to be off within four-and-twenty 
-? Did I then expect to get to Bokhra ? to 

on one  occasion when I answered in the 
the ,  my questioner sank back in his chair with 

a look indicating that he deemed it utterly useless to 
ave anything more tg say to one so quixotic. 

But, besides these of little faith, there were some 
rbl my older friends who -looked back 40 years, and 
 called that the last two Englishmen who entered 

Bokhara were put t o  death, and that Dr. WolK who 
, .'went to ascertain their fate, nearly lost his lite. By 

them I was thought to be entering on a dangerous 
entzrprise ; but I was able to assure them that I had 



not the slightest intention of putting my h 
lion's mouth merely fbr the satisfaction ~4 
I had done so, and that, unless I had n 
permission, but the cordial support of the 
should probably not enter Bokhara. If, 
am to be candid, I must admit that I was 
fear. I realized it to be the most dangerous 
I had undertaken, to this extent, at all even 
our worthy forefathers used to 'make their wt 
setting out on a journey from York to Lon 
imitated their example, and set my house in 
then committed myself into .His keeping a 
name I was going forth, and-started. 



' -CHAPTER 11. 

PAOM LQNZIO,Y TO THE URALS. 

H,ERE are at least five routes between London 

Bokhara, or another- on Russian 
Petro-Alexandrovsk and J izak to 

hould be a sturdy traveller, however, 
::do wouM attempt d& route. A third way would be 
'b to Orenkeg, and then following the ~ost-road 
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and Semipolatinsk, and so past Lake Balk 
.- Vierny to Tashkend. My plans for the exiles, 

rendered it necessary that I should go to T iu  
I therefore followed the fifth route, which, 
longest, was, in spring, decidedly the easiest, 
by rail to Nijni Novgorod, by steamer to Perm, 
and post to Tiurnen, whence steamers ply on the 
to Semipolatinsk, and so onwards by posting as 
previous route. 

I left London on the evening of the 26th. Jun 
and, three evenings later, reached Petersburg, 

'at the terminus the English tutor of the sons 
Grand Duke Michael, (uncle of the Emperor,] 
wife, the Grand Duchess Olga, had thus honou 
by sending to inquire when I could lunch 
Michaikovsky d z J a  or summer palace. I nam 
morrow, and was then privileged to renew an 
anceship formed two years previous1 y at Borjo 
I asked permission of the Grand Duke M 
place copies of the Scriptures in the p 
hospitals of the Caucasus. ' His I 
.heard with interest of my projected 
me that I should be unable to pass 

, Merv (though I might reach the latter,. 
from the Russian side), and kindly gave 
of introduction to Count Tolstoy, the Mi 
Interior. 

I had sent to this statesman, as head of rhc 
department, a few days previously, a copy 
"Through Siberia," so that with him the 
good report had already been'heard in my fa 
upon presenting my .letter on the 1st of 
Count's opening words to me were of tha,n 
book, which, notwithstancling the pressuw. 
duties, he said he had found leisure to per- 
done so with the greatest pleasure. The :&wit 
listened to the story of my projected t o u ~  asked 
I wanted, and said, I will do all that I can to 

- 
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;Fhbs, providentially, I had leaped into the right 
rsat a bound, and within eight-and-forty hours 

d virtually obtained per- 

ived an official letter of 
separate commendatory 

ent, as in previous years) 
each of the provinces through which 

had thus redeemed his promise, but I 
nother favour, and a great one,-so 

that I did not until afterwards realize 
. I begged to be allowed to see the 

e fortress of SS. Peter and Paul. ' 

t said " No," but subsequently I . 
, and I shall give hereafter an ' 
; but I may add that, as I was 

!? the prison, I asked one of the officials if visitors 
- Te dfself were often thus admitted. H e  replied that 

years, and had never seen one 

magnates to be seen, especialIy , 

in Petersburg-I mean General 
ly appointed Governor-General 
ave thankfully to acknowledge 
rn our Forei n Office to the f r Edward T ornton, K.C.B., . 
a few days previously for the 
presented by Lord Frederick 
ick most kindly procured for 
epartment, a letter to the 

ernor-General, which, on being presented, was 
honoured, and I was furnished with an open 

envy of several would-be 
~ ~ e l l & r s  in Turkistan. After this a letter was given 

,m~-.fi.om the Post Office authorities to assist me in 
my official papers were 
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But I could not yet start for lack of an interpreter ; 
and I wished to procure numerous introductions.. Here 
the letters of my scientific friends, and my preparations 
for the execution of their commissions, stood m e  in 
good stead. The Grand Duke Nicolai, eIdest son of 
the Grand, Duke MichaeI, is an ardent lepidopterist, 
and has a magnificent collection of butterflies. His 
Imperial Highness introduced me to his curatmr, Dr. 
Gustav Sievers, who gave me sundry hints and aids, as 
also did Dr. Strauch, the Director of the Zoological 
Museum, to whom I was introduced by Mr. Vessllovski, 
the Secretary of the Academy of Sciences. The 
Imperial Geographical Society is an influential asso- 
ciation in Russia, .and extends its operations over a 
wider fidd of science than its name implies. From Mr. 
Vice-President Semenoff, and the obliging Secretary, 
Mr. V. J. de Sreznevski, I obtained many introduc- 
tions. I made, too, the acquaintance of Barw Osten- 
Sacken,' Director of the House of the G e n e d  Staff; 
Baron Rosen, Professor of Oriental Literature.; Mr. 
Regd, the Director of the Botanical Gardens ; Dr. 
Albert Harkavy, of the Imperial Library ; ,and Private 
Councillor Grimm, an antiquarian, whom I found in 
the department of coins in the Hermitage ; as also of 
several literary gentlemen, all of whom remived me 
kindly, and most of whom gave me or put me-.in the 
way of procuring informatior1 respecting the little- 
known parts whither I was proceeding. 

But from Petersburg, indeed, was a " far 
Central Asia, and I hoped to feel nearer at 
as there was the chance of meeting persons 
East and, as I hoped, about to return. This 
tion was fulfilled on the first evening I w 
whilst in Kamensky's office, arranging 
carriage of my books, there came in two 
complexion, whom I ventured to ask fm 
they hailed. They said they came from ,B~kh  
told me of two others from the same pIace stay1 
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q.Mu~oscow. Afterwards, strangely enough, as I was 
Laving the office, there passed by a Jew, whom I 
-duted and found that he, too, was a dweller in 
the city of the Emir. These men gave me sundry 
pieces of valuabIe information, and cleared up several 
obscure points, so that already some of the dangers 
I had supposed to becloud my way began to disperse. 

There were two sights at Moscow I wished to see 
in passing, namely, the National Exhibition, and the 
new Cathedral of the Saviour. I had the advantage 
of visiting the former with our obliging Vice-Consul, 
Mr. N. W, Hornstedt, who had intended to draw up 
a report with a view to giving such information 
respecting the exhibition as would be interesting to 
English men of commerce. The exhibition was sup- 
posed to be restricted to manufactures and productions 
of the Russian Empire, upon which feature the Mus- 
covites plumed themselves duly, though the boast 
would not bear too rigid an investigation, for one 
wickedly disposed might twit his Russian friends by 
reminding them that some of the things they claimed 
for their own were in reality the outcome of English 
brains and hands, as, for instance, an excellent boiler 

, made in the Baltic Provinces, and so admissible to the 
exhibition, but fabricated of English plates by British 

, workmen. I must not be tempted to enlarge upon 
details, but will only add that the sight, as a whole, 

: mwrested me exceedingly, illustrating, as it did so 
vividly, the enormous size and immense fecundity of 
,the Empire. The products of the frigid stood side by 
side with those of regions near the torrid zone, and 
-there seemed to be no variety of human wants which 
Russia was unabk to supply either from above or 
below ground. 

As for the Cathedral of the Saviour, built in Ancient 
Russian or rather Grzco-Byzantine style, a remarkable 
fact in my eyes was that it had been erected in a 

. . single lifetime, and that there was given to the people 
I 
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of Moscow, what fails to the lot of few 
to see-a .grand cathedrgl new in a11 its 
building, covering an area of 73,000 
awaited consecration, and was rigidly cl 
public, except by special order of the Gov 
which I was favoured. I w 
data to show on what magni 
built. Thus, on the exterior of the 
of gold were used for overlaying 
its 1 3  bells the lakgest weighs h 
"Great Paul" in London, and the do 
of which the largest weighs 1 3  tons, cost 
As for the interior, I have seen most of the c 
cathedrals in Europe, but I know of nothing so 
as St. Saviour's. It reminded me  most of th 
of Santa Sophia, at Constanti 
marble, and the walls are lined w 
of the same material, the entire cos 
having exceeded kf;3m,ooo. Round the 
two rows of 1,240 candelabra, pIaced t h w  
of nearIy ~4o,ooo, and nearly as much as 
expended on the matitrials and w o r k m a d i  
altar space, without reckoning 
of which latter the church is 
has been erected at a cost of two and a qu 
pounds sterling, and is said to be capabl 
modating 1 0 , 0 0 0  worshippers. 

I was able, in Moscow, to ad 
ductions, and would gladly have pus 
that I had not yet lighted upon a s 
Thanks to the kindness of friends who 
the look-out before my arrival, 1 foun 
Pekrsburg who were willing at first to 
sequently some were alarmed 
tigers and fevers ; others were w 
English, or in health ; whilst a fourth, 
made hardly a companion, but an e 
was eventually kept back by th 
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I had caIIed one morning at Messrs. Egerton 
rds' to inquire for an interpreter, and was 
away almost in despair, and wondering that my 
other! things should have been made so clear, 
in this it seemed blocked, when a gentleman 

dmed Sevier drove alongside my droshky, and said 
.he had heard I needed an interpreter. He was 
.doubtful as to whether he could offer his own services, 
hut if not, he thought his brother at Vienna might like 
+o go. This was on the 8th July, and 1 left Peters- 
burg on the I rth, with this offer in reserve to be 
uranged by corresponde~lce or telegram, if I met with 
no one more suitable at Moscow. Here again were 
two or three who would have liked to go, one of 

I had added as a second string to my bow, 
when; on the morning of the day I was to proceed on 
.a shwt visit to the interior, I receiv'ed a telegram from 

b 
Peersburg that Mr. Alfred Sevier was willing to join 
me  from Vienna. M y  mind was so evenly balanced 
&tween the claims of two persons that I knew not 

r hovv .to decide ; but at length 1 telegraphed, " Please 
i IM him come immediately, and catch me as quickly , as he can" ; and this Mr. Sevier did on the steamer 

. ' ~ o i n g  to Pdrm, where we arrived on the 29th of July, 
* # .  - 
I .  We were met by an Englishman, Mr. Parsons, junr. 

'.who, with his young wife, accorded us a hearty and ' 
hospitable welcome, and assisted me in the important 
purchase of a tarantass, or travelling carriage, which 

.1 was expected to carry us 3,000 miles, and to be our 
dwelling and sleeping place for a long succession of 

i y i -  . . days and nights. Of two Mr. Parsons had selected 
I for my approval, I chose the larger, its extreme inside 

f , 
heasurements being 6 ft. 8 in. long, by 3 ft. 8 in. wide, 

. and 4 ft. 4 in. from the floor to the top of the hood. I t  
was not quite new, but came from the best of builders 1 -Romanoff of Kazan-and notwithstanding that it 

.. cost me heaviIy for carriage from Perm, it proved an 
i excellent. bargain, though had I -not bought it on 
I ' 
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very favourable terms, I should have done better 
under ordinary circumstances to have obtained one 
in Ekaterineburg. 

Perm was the last large town we passed through 
before leaving Europe, so I took the opportunity to 
make a few more purchases, whilst Mrs. Parsons kindly 
added to our eatables a vaIuable store of cherry jam. 
Mr. Alfred Hynaln Sevier, M,B., proved to be a 
physician who had just finished his studies at Edinburgh, 
Paris, and Vienna. It  struck me accordingly as highly 
proper-nay, also having Scriptural precedent-that 
the practice of divinity and medicine should go to- 
gether, and I therefore commissioned my companion 
to invest a sovereign in drugs, so that we might physic 
right and left as occasion mi ht require or oppor- f tunity might serve. W e  were t en  readym to proceed, 
and on the evening of the goth, Mr. aid Mrs. Parsons, 
in Russian fashion, accompanied us to the station to 
see us off. The occasion was almost a grand one, I 
was introduced to the station-master, who showed every 
disposition to make us comfortable. The manager of 
one of the steamboat companies was there, and gave 
m e  sundry pieces of advice respecting my journey. 
So, too, was the principal doctor in the tdwn, whom I 
had met in 1879, and h e  had brought with him a 
worthy notary, who wished to give me a box of 
beetles and butterflies, whilst I was besides presented 
to a general officer, the brand new Governor of Irkutsk, 
on his way to take up his appointment ; and all this 
before the dkite of Perm, who, in their best at i re ,  wei-e 
promenading the spacious platform.' One msult was 
I fear that, for the time being, I 1 
forgot to mention to the authorities a 
in hand, the disastrous results of wh 
presently be seen. Moreover, as, by 
known to me, a; allusian thereto got 
and English newspapers, I shall gi 
somewhat in detail, - 
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;~baoks and trricts, as already hinted, were sent 
me to Moscow, and as I found on arriving there 
could send them by heavy transit to Tiumen, I 

po distribution in European 
us for two reasons; partly 
te of the country, and the 
y I might bring upon my- 
hlets; but more out of 

e to the success of their 
Ie decline to buy, and 
us reading, which they 
ut so much as asking 

had suggested, and I 

ion', 1 should be sur- 

'out of the. window, 
e hand of the gen- 
n I acted similarly, 

our cushions and 
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" Certainly," and graciously offered him some. But he 
looked severe, and said that we and our baggage must 
all come out to be examined. I laughed, and showed 
him, and the station-master who had entered, my official 
permission to distribute reli$ous literature. The 
station-master seemed to see that all was right, but the 

endarme stuck to his prey like a leech, and pulled 
fmm behind his cuff a telegram sent from a previous 
station by one of his fraternity. I then went to the 

of -1rkutsk." He also read the telegram, but, shaking 
. his head, said he could not help me, for it was written 

in the despatch that *'  proclarnations~' (that is Nihilistic 
pamphlets) had been found in the tracts I had given 
away. I replied that it was all " stuff and nonsense." 
" That is precisely what you have togo and prove," he 
answered. " But ' it will Iose me four-and-twenty 

We had now to wait for " the next train up," 
about two hours, thus giving us time to eel 

I 



. . 

I 

, PROM L O ~ O N  TO Tn;E. URAtX 19 

ard to a friend to look after our coming luggage, 
to Mr. Parsons, to say that we were returning 

er arrest to Perm. As we sat in the restaurant we 
eyed by the  public generally, and a posse 

'of gendarmes, who at length suggested that we should 
! 'change our quarters, for that it 'was "infra d&." for 

gentlemen to be thus watched by policemen in a first- 
-. class waiting-room ; t o  which I replied that zue did not 

feel in the least ashamed, and I put on a cheerful look 
. accordingly. Further, to improve the occasion, and as 
_ the gendarmes appeared to have nothing to do,. we 
''* oKered them to read some of the dreadful pamphlets 

that had caused our arrest, but they were afraid 

, ' ,  m intellect. I said that we had sent forward many 
. .' thousands of tracts to distribute, which intelligence he 

somehow muddled up with the supposition that .we 
were going to print them. Now the Russian word for 

:?. a printing establishment, if transliterated into English, 
, . i s  " typography," and as this word w& " much of a 

mbchness " with a similar word that had at some time 

I another of four gendarmes who were in attendance 
. upon us. We were next under charge of the little 

ferret-faced fellow who carried the telegram, and was 
somewhat disposed to give himself airs. Presently he 
wanted to smoke, which I forbade. H e  then went to 
do so in the gangway, leaving open the door, which I 

ry gently shut. He promptly re-opened 
Univ Calif - Digitized by PJicrusofl,? 
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it, whereupon I stamped my foot, and if I did not 
shake my fist I let him see unmistakably that: I would . . 
not have the atmosphere a b u t  . m e  defiled, where- 
upon he made some remark about my being ans 
Englishman, and caved in. We then sent the little 
man to Coventry, which exercised on him a subduing 
effect, so that ere we reached Perm lie was getting 
quite obsequious, for he began to suspect that he  had 
made a mistake. 

On arriving at the terminus about nine o'clock, 
Mr. Parsons and the station-master, true to friends in 
adversity, were there to meet us, and we were asked 
to be seated in the gendarmes' chamber, where psesently 
arrived the Pdice Captain and the Procureur of the . 
Town. The  Captain's hair was all sixes and sevens ; 
he was smoking, and looked as if he might have been 
out all night on the spree ; whilst " Monsieur le Pro- 
cureur " was faultlessly clothed in a dress-coat of black, 
with gold buttons and green velvet collar, with a white 
tie of spotless purity, and carried an important-looking 
portfolio. He wore the dignified air of a man who 
had serious business ia hand, and after allowing him 
to settle himself, I opened fire by saying,- , 

"Well, gentlemen, you have brought us back* 
what have I been doing ?" : i  

" You have been distributing proclamations." 
" Very goad ; where are they ? " said I .  
" We have sent for them, but the man bas -n% at come." - I 
Here, then, things were stayed, for my 

was six miles away. I therefore led off in 
direction, and produced various documents I h 
me, such as the open letter of General Tchem 
an old one pf the Minister of the Interior, id 
that I had on my previous journey distributed 
than 50,oco books and pamphlets in Siberia. 
showed an autograph letter addressed to I 

the Grand Duchess Olga, the official letter of 
- 
'- I 



!: ' T6lstoy, and a comrnun;cation from the Russian 
, Ambassador in London, thanking me for a copy of my 
. b o k  presented to the Emperor. This  heavy artillery 
'L . 
-soon began to tell, The Captain allowed that from 

I my permission it was clear I had a right to distribute 
the tracts, and the Procureur observed that it was 
exceedingly unlikely that persons with such letters in 
pssession would be distributing proclamations. An- 

, rother thought appeared then to seize him, and he 
asked whether I knew any priest in the town, and I, 
without sufficient thought, answered " No." 

"Was there a priest on board the steamer when you 
- came before ? J J  

" Oh, yes !" I said, " 1 remember, he wished me to 
1 

get a book he had recently published translated into 
t English." 

"Ah !" said the Procureur, gazing hard at me, '' X 
remember you now, .for I also was on board ; but at 

I that rime you wore a beard! " 
I produced evidence thereof by showing o 

old photographs. 
" Yes, to be sure," he said, as he looked at .  the 

picture ; and then he added, in soliloquy, "What an 
apostolic face ! " causing us, of course, to laugh ; after 

, which he told the Captain there was no ground for 
bringing an accusation against us, and that, in fact, 
they had rendered themselves liable to be sued. The 
Procureur then asked pardon for having detained us, 
and pleaded the excited state of the country as an 
excuse, whilst the Captain in turn screened himself 

.. behind the over-zealousness of one of his subalterns. 
I t  was now my turn to be gracious, and I took blame 
to myself (which I really deserved) for not having 
mentioned to the station-master before I started what 
I was going to do, for then all would have gone 
smoothly enough, but tbe narrow limits of my intended 
distribution caused me, I suppose, to forget it. We 

. were then asked to sign a protocol to be kept in the 
llrrlv C d ~ f  - D~grftred by Micrnsoit J*  
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the Duchess of Edinburgh that I was released I 
my friends might well congratulate me, as they did d I 
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en. liberated. As -a matter of 
ice arrested for distributing . 

n Imprisoned, and in this case 
. bt authorities did everything in their power to repair 
'.' the damage. Our railway tickets were allowed to - stand, a first-class cornpartrnent was secured for us and 
: marked "reserved,'? and the guards paid us every 

attention. Thus we had a ride of 160 miles free of 
, charge, as well as the pleasure of a little excitement, 
= and started by the next train, once .more to attempt, 

.and this time successfully. the. rxossing of the Urals. 

.-. 
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FROM THE URALS T O  O N S K  -.& 

.ally, who hgs always been so ready 
Petersburg, to get ready' 5,000 Sc 
Russian tracts, x,ow copies of a 
.called the Rwsian W o ~ K m a r ~ ,  and an il 
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t entided " The  Prodigal Son." These were to 
acked in strong wooden boxes, iron-hooped at the 

and corded; and when I arrived and found 30  
them awaiting me, to say nothing of personal 

,J -gage and provisions, I confess to feeling a little 
'.' &fined at the burden prepared for my back. The 
' bkriptures consisted of Bibles, Old ~es taments ,  New 

*Tesraments, the four Gospels (bound together and 
kingly), and the Book of Psalms. They were printed 

. in Russian, Sclavonic, Hebrew, Chinese, Mongolian, 
' Kirghese, Persian, Arabic, Turkish, Polish, German, 

&ad French, and these, as I have said, I was able to 
: %k through to Tiumen, where I hoped to deposit ' e:ronsiderable number for distribution to the exiles._ 

, . . I t  was very pleasant in this town to renew -ac- 
aranceships formed three years previously, which 

rst with an English family named Wardropper, 
n with Mr. Ignatoff, who contracts for the 

by water of the exiles to Tomsk, and 
ers to Semipolatinsk. This gentleman so 

y approved of the object that led *me to' 
Siberia in 1879, that? unasked, he took my luiggge 

d cost, and after my departure gave every, facility 
~tm 1.his barges for distribution of my . bqoks .to the 

each company embarked. T h u s  the Bibles 
tracts I had left behind had been carefuIly given 

nnder supervision, and I was pleased to hear that, 
my .stock of Scriptures was exhausted,' Mr. 

ad sent, at his own expense, for 200 more. 
copies of the books and tracts had been sent 
vernor-General, as well as to the .Governor 

and the Archbishop of Tobobk, who were pleased 
, with the work and with the books, and sanctioned 

their distribution. A report of what had been done 
'was subsequently sent to them, Rlr: Ignatbff informed 
me. He was able to tell me also that the publications 
had been much appreciated, and that o~ more than 
: one occasion the exiles had drawn up  a written form 
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of thanks and signed their names. Many, too, had 
thanked him individually. This . testimony was con- 
firmed by the officer who had charge of thepisoners 
between Tiumen and Tomsk, and who said that the 
books I left to remain permanently on the b q s  for 
the use of prisoners were still there, and accessible to 
them without having to be asked for. He mentioned, 
too, incidentally, how little sickness there had .- been 
on the barges that season. Eight barges had carried 
6,000 prisoners a distance of nearly 2,- mild. OnIy 
2 a child and an adult) had died on the passage, and 
on \ y 2 0  had been delivered invalided at Tomsk. Yet 
another testimony pleasing to hear was that Qd: Mr. 
Wardropper, within sight of whose house the exiids are 
shipped by thousands, who said that the generat con- 
dition of the prisoners, and th-e attention b e s t o d l u p o n  
them, had greatly improved during the East few e a r s .  

The question then remained as to what muld be 
done in the future for the thousands who every 
summer pass through Tiumen to be s ~ a t t e r d ~ u o v e r  
Siberia ;, some to be made as colonists at oat%' and 
others to spend first tlieir terms in p ~ s o n  or at the 
mines. The Bible Society had not yet been able to 
establish depbts in Siberia, east of the U d s ,  other 
than at Ekaterineburg and Torn&,* and aIthough a 
stray copy of the Scrrptures might here and there be 
found with the merchants in large towns, yet for the 
mass of the banished it might be said that 4 s  of 
the Bible 'were unobtainable even by those *]ling 
to buy them. I t  must have been no small Boon, 
therefore, during the preceding seasons, when, after 
embarkation of the convicts, at the close of a religious 
service before they Ieft Tiumen, books and tracts were 
handed to those who could read : and i t . * ~ s  easy 
to understand that, in many cases, the New ,Testa- 
ment thus received had been carried to same disknt  
izba or cabin, to form the Iibrary of the hollsehcrffl, 

A depbt has since been established at Ikutsk. _ 
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bdeed, the only copy of the sacred volume in the 
Accordingly it was determined that there 

Id be left for distribution at and from Tiumen, 
3,000 and 4,000 copies ' of the Scriptures, 

',..ad about half my stock of: other publications, a 
.:l*rge proportion of which was to be given as before 
':to the exiles going east by the barges ; whilst for the 
.#7,0m who are a~~nually distributed in the province 
of Tobolsk, ari invitation was to be given to the ' 

, vollost (or district) committees to purchase the books 
at a cheap rate, and to sell them still cheaper to the 

3 exiles living free ; and this on the principle that a man ' 
values a purchase more than a gift. 

Of course we were not so Utopian as to suppose 
..that none of these would be put to a perverted use, 
4.a be placed in the hands of those who would not care 
,h them. The tracts, some have said, will be used 

' 'liibr cigarettes, and the Bibles be sold for vodka (or 
h bbmdy), which,in some cases, w d d  be quite probable. 
'"it would a are field in which every seed came 
I 'ro .perfection. Nevertheless I am pleased to be able 

that of the scores of thousands of tracts I have 
en away in Russia, I do not remember ever to 

ve seen one torn or defaced. Mr. IgnatoH's testi- 
.mbny was similar : that among the exiles he had 
' m e r  seen a New Testament spoiled, not even w hen 
,.mlel, or taken to the dram shop. I had also the 
dhdependent testimony of an officer over soldiers that 

*d the prisoners at Tiumen and Tobolsk, and who 
4 been connected with the tdnsport of the exiles to 

;- Tomsk, to the effect that when at Tobolsk he had 
4 observed how g l d  the prisoners were to get the 
- books, and how pleased they were to read them. 
- -Moreover, he knew no instance of their being torn ; 

.but, on t h e  contrary, he had known cases of prisoners 
come from Tiurnen, who, on being searched at Tornsk, 
were found to possess New Testaments hidden about 
them, which they were allowed to keep. That the- 
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prisoners may sell the books to each othe-r; 
exiles occasio 

. route than I covered, 
been blocked, I was 
burg through FinIan 
valley, Armenia, Constantinople, Greece, an 
Another thing we obtained at Tiurnen was a 
vehicle wherein to carry the books. Mr. War 

on account of the 

f o i e g m ,  and this last at a price to make o 
stand on end. 

In a very short time we were ready to leave. 
Omsk ; but the question, arose, By water or by . . 

' I  - .  _. 
- 

. 
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1 &i. Ignatoffs steamer was not to start for some days, ' :.*':and I was therefore inclined to post with horses, An 
i-, important factor, however, in my calculations was, F ?Where can I meet General Kolpakovsky ? ' the new 

Governor-General of the Steppe, who had been resident 
in the south at Vierny, and. was said to be on his way 
to Omsk, .his future residence, but making official inspec- :.- ' tions epz route. I had a letter for him, that an officer 

. at  Moscow, who knew the country, had strictly 
i counselled me pn no account to fail to present, in 

order that I might receive the proper papers where- 
, 6 t h  to enter Kuldja; " for," said he, " so prejudiced 

' , are the officials down there, that an autograph letter 
from the Emperor himself will not gain you admission 

. . to Kuldja, if you have not one from General Kol- 
i pakovsky." Accordingly, when one day Mr. Ignatoff 

called on us to say that the Governor-General had left 
' Vierny only the day before, and that, ..travel as fast as 

, '  he would, he could not reach Omsk before the date 
on which 'the steamer was due, I determined to save 
the shaking of my bones over that much of post-roads, 

' ' ' and to glide to Omsk on the Irtish. This Mr. Ignatoff 
, strongly urged, not, as will hereafter be seen, touticg 
:,. for passengers, nor with an eye to business, but with 

desire to perform a generous deed. 
-, Our stay being thus prolonged, we had time to 
'.: .visit the new commercial school, built at the cost of, ' Mr. Padaruyeff, the mayor, and. in it' the museum, 

where was a good numher of specimens of butterflies, 
beetles, bees, and moths, collected locally by Mr. 
Slovtsoff, to whom I had an introduction, but who 
happened unfortunately to be away. We saw also a 
good deal of the Wardroppers, who had just astonished 
the natives with a steamer they had built, of zoo tons 
displacement, measuring I 70 ft. by 2 2  ft., a hold 7 ft. 
-6 in. deep, and drawing only 28 in. of water, 

- On the 10th of August we were to leave Tiumen, 
: and Mr. Ignatoff gave a dinner in my honour, placing 
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m e  at the head of the table, and Mr. Sevier .*site; 
and when, later on, I went to the ticket office, there 
was handed to me a free pass securin as far as the k steamer could go, a first-class cabin wit three -bgrths, 
free t raqport  of my two vehicles and the wholcjf my 
baggage ! This I thought a proof of Mr. Ignatoff's 
sympathy with my work, and the mare observable 
because I was told thbt he was Russian to the back- 
bone, and hated foreigners; moreover, that he touid 
probably rather have seen my work in the hands of his 
own countrymen, but that as they did not do it, and 1 
did, he rose -above his prejudices and , acted in the 
handsome manner I have described. 

We left Tiumen in the small steamer Kajiiarc, + 

that carried us 60 miles down the shallow. 'Tura,  
to its confluence with the Tobol, where we ayived 
on the morning of the following day. Vlre were 

, then transhipped into the Serafod&, a large, con- 
venient, and comfortable boat. During the procass of , 

shifting, I observed a man looking steadily at me, 
whom I recognized as the captain of the B~&eichenku, 

,- h which I made the voyage three yeafs prev+usly 
from Tobolsk to Tomsk. I was glad to find he had 
not 'forgotten " Mr. Missionary," as he then called me. 
I recognized also, amon the passengers, the French a master at the Gymnase, w om I had met on my pwious 

- visit to Tobalsk. 
, The holidays were d ~ w i n g  to a dose, and &;era1 

" masters and more scholars were returning for the apen- 
ing term. This gave me an .opportunity, which I 
embraced .on the morrow, to sell some Bibles and tracts. 

' Opening a couple of boxes on deck, I was speedily 
surrounded with purchasers of all classes, and among 
them several ladies and ardent schoolbop. One 
little fellow bought of me almost wholesale, and I am 
afraid nearly emptied his pockets. The  masters of the 
g - = m e  bought copies in French and German, as did 
some of the scholars, whilst the old-fashioned orthodox 



FROM THE URALS TO OMSK. 31

took them in Sclavonic. There was a demand, too, for

Polish copies. The light in which my purchasers re-

garded me evidently varied widely. Some understood

that I was conducting a labour of love, but others

treated me as a merchant pure and simple. One
matter-of-fact old lady, of commercial principles truly

Russian, caused much amusement to the bystanders

by trying to beat me down. Having fixed upon her

book, she asked the price.
"
Twenty-five kopecks," I

replied.
" But can't you take, twenty?" she said;

and, heedless of the laughter of the crowd, went on

haggling, till I, more anxious as to her future possession
of the book than the sum she paid, allowed her to

have it at her own price. When the sales began to

grow less brisk, and the poorer passengers saw what
their richer friends had bought, they came asking for the

books at reduced prices, and this I allowed in cases that

appeared genuine. This caused the ship's stoker, who
had bought at catalogue price, to inquire why others

were served cheaper than he
;
and when we said,

" Because they are poor," he wished to know what
means we had of divining the contents of their purses.

Thus, on the whole, I did a capital morning's trade,

and in the afternoon the boat arrived at Tobolsk. Here
I had five things to do : to visit the Governor

;
to

present an introductory letter
;
to visit an exile's tomb,

with a view to getting it sketched
;
to pay my respects

to the Archbishop ;
and to look at a collection of coins

and all this in the two hours during which the steamer
would wait ! I had communicated with the Governor,

reminding him that I had received no account of the

books I left with him on my last visit, to be distributed

in the hospitals, prisons, schools, and public institutions

of his province, and asking that I might be so favoured,
if possible, on my expected arrival. As we drew near

the city, his Excellency was steaming about on a

pleasure trip, with band playing and colours flying ;
but

seeing our boat arriving, and knowing, as he said, I was
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on board, he caused his craft to turn baak a 
alongside to welcome me. The police-mas 
handed me a detailed report in ' writing, a 
Governor thanked me for the books he had 
distribute, adding that he should be glad to giv 
more, especially in some of the country school 
then offered to be of any use in his province 
could, put me iqto the ,hands of some of his 
to help me to what I wanted in the town, and st 
away. . 

This occupied about 15 or 20 minutes, a 4 .  e 
then drove quickly, under the charge of the &e- 
master, to Madame Znamensky's, who, knowing my . 
haste, accompanied me at once to the cemetery sn the 
heights in- the outskirts of the town. Here, d r e  
buried Wolff and Moumvieff, two celebrated Deccm- 

' brists, political exiles wtio tcok part in the inswuction I 

in December, 1825,mand I had been asked by a d a t i v e  
of the latter to visit, if possible, his grave, andl look . - . 
to its condition. Thanks to the care of warne 
Znamensky, who had been governess to the exiled 
nobleman's daughters, the tomb was in gopd condition, , "q 
save only that the iron railings were brokan, and these 
could norbe mended, because there was no h 4 r y  in 4 
the district. I asked as to the possibility of ~ t t i n g  
a photograph of the spot, had the ,Russian witaph . s 
copied into my note-book, and then, without lass sf 4 

time, hastened away. 'I 

We presented ourselves next at the palac , - I  
Archbishop, whose good-will I was anxious 
with reference to the books I had left to be di . . 
at Tiumen ; for, although his Eminence might ':.I 1 

absolute power to forbid their d i s semina t i~ , .  . . d  .I 

put difficulties in the way, and it was i !! that we should have his benediction. 
my card, we were shown into a charnb 
lofty, with shrubs and flowers in the 
ing me, in one respect at least, of ' L m b h  P. :I 



. I  

L. :&at the walls were hun' with portraits of Archbishops !2 " .for many generations, t wgh the number at Tobolsk 
laas nluch fewer, and the pictures mere daubs compared 
with some of the portraits at Lambeth. I learned that 
the present Archbishop of Tobolsk had only recently 

( been appointed, and that it was not he who ap- 
proved my books and tracts as left before. I had, 
therefore, to explain the object and character of my 

i mission, and told him of the books I had Ieft for distri- 
bution. , He kemed at first to be somewhat suspicious 

1 that we were actuated by sectarian motives, but ulti- 
mately expressed his pleasure at what we were doing; 

1 and wished US God-speed l 
IVe then drove to the park close by to peep at 

Siberia's one monument-that of Yerrnak, the robber 
chief who added Siberia to the Russian Empire. The 

. present 'monument: is a stone column standing in a 
garden. The former one consisted of a wooden figure, to 
which the Tatars &t fire out of revenge ; but the remains 
af it are still preserved in a shed within the grounds. 

We afterwards descended the hill to look at a private 
collection of copper coins and medals, the value of 
which, h m v e r ,  we thought exaggerated, and hurried 
on to the boat to find that the captain had kindly been 
waiting only for'us. 
Thus far my journey from London had been over 

old ground; save that in 1879 I followed the post-road ' from Tiumen to Tobolsk. I was now to wander into 

. ,  
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The banks of the Aver posskss no beauty, 
interest. IVhen Yermak pushed his way in 
at the close of the sixteenth century, he 
fortress on the banks of the Irtish call 
ruins of which I was under the impress~on 
to be seen ;* but in answer to my inquiri 
to be unknown, as also the spot where 
into the Irtish and was drowned. We pa 
few habitations, and not many cattle. On 
day after leaving Tobolsk we arrived at U 
seko, or church village, with only 14 Russian 
but with a large number of Tatar habit 
derives what little importance it has from 
centre of the corn trade for the surrounding 
the grain being gathered there for the ma 
Tobolsk. 

These delays for taking fuel were not 
unwelcome, because they allowed of our' 
shore to look at the villages and to see 
peasantry had to offer in the way of ra 
other fruits, cucumbers and curdled milk, 
Kvmha. We were able to exchange corn 
offering them Scriptures and tracts, whi 
they took readily. At a certain church 
called and sold books to the priest, who. 

, purchase-though at Ust-Ishim, where 1 s 
tracts to three ecclesiastics on the bank, o 
I suppose from fear or misunderstanding, 

.accept them. We sold several publications 
cheap rate to the officer on the soldiers' 
distribution among the men.. On the I 

August, in the ,middle of the night, we re 
a town of 6,000 inhabitants, and 46 

. Tobolsk. I remembered the nabe  
* In Chap, ix., p. I loof "Through Siberia." Lo 

& Co., Fleet Street ;-America : Houghton, Mfi in , ,  
German Translation, Hermann C 
.tion,Albert Bonnier, Stockholm ;- 
Copenhagen. 
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its prison, from which the .exile 
de his way over the Urals to 
to Western Europe, I myself 
mbers there, to learn 'that the 
d come.on board and asked 
rse in haste, with the chance 

sted and taken back. But 
overaor at Tobolsk having 

. to the police-master to present himself on 
re was aught I required. 
going smoothly, if not 

s occupied in reading 
were goingj and the 

ble, Thus our dinner 
k consisted of, first, 
sh at largest about 

ure are rare 

3 

Univ Calif - DigifiIed by Microsoft 0% 
. .  



36 

being was acting for the  overn nor-General. 
that I. had a letter for her husband was 
introduction, and when, after passing the 
Kartashevo, we arrived on the 17th at 
introduced on the landing-stage to the G 
invited to dinner on the folIowing day. 
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. -ion of t o m  of Omsk.-Cause of its d e d i n ~ . - s ~ h ~ p l s . + v ~ d ~ !  
0 . 1  - tu hhabitants and institutions.-Dinner with Governor.-Protestant - 

f)N arriving'.at Omsk I noticed from the 
, - the steamer an officer on the 

>se face seemed familiar to me. 

.. . 
aian colonization that divides the:;~irgh~ie pf &e', 
@ from the Tatars of the north, -ahd' is.-. b~?l:~,upon , 
'banks . of' the 'Om, at its cbnfilence,  pit^ .-th= 

!rtish, the two parts of the town being, connectedi.by, 
substantial wooden bridge. ' Omsk w*. .found$d :in 

$71 7, and the gateways of its fortress are..s.t/ll standihg 
the -right bapk of the river, N earl ,at:*h&nd -'are 

-I,--, public offices, military' and civ8,h :wh#~s~-~ori-the 
side of the stream are situated the*Jarge-stone 
. of the . Governor-General, the. =-&thedid, -: a 

an Catholic chapel, some mosques, a Lutheran 



towns, the streets are w&, and in front dj 
of the Governor-General is a triangular pub; 

and" the conversion of the Obi intc 
hive diverted the traffic, and .so lesseiwdl 

. .  . .  

. Sibk,rian. university ihou~d  no[ he ,egab1$h& 
bur the decision was given in favour of. 'K 

8 '  

in a b u t  the centre of his vi&-rovak;: #.k 

,Steppe, that ruler, finds hikself d -but' 4 
to the extreme north-east corner of--his1% 

great desirq to transfer the seat of %& 
dd quarters at ,Vierriy, so that, shm a 

there is .every prospect .of Omsk decWq 

k i & y  was founded at Omsk' in IB*I- . . 
ifitductions t6 some of i t s  mernh.:.; ; 

. 8 
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enough, his parting words on the following 



I 

I 

I 

E'IPOM OMSX TO SEMIPOLATINSIC 41 

We called on the Commandant, but time did not 
low of my visiting the military prison, though I 

arranged for sending thereto some books. An 
' introduction to Colonel SokoIoff brought me into the 

tastefuIIy furnished house of an officer who busied 
'.himself in leiswe hours with the study of chemistry 

and meteorology. He had heard of my book on 
1 Siberia, and gave me a valuable introduction to the , 

- Russian consul at KuIdja. W e  were taken next to 
that reminded me only too forcibly of 

many Iike it I have seen in Russia : of an undertaking 
well begun but not carried through. The  collection 
af naturaI history objects was not large, though there 

- was a fair number of beetles and butterflies. More 
. interesting perhaps to an antiquarian were some relics 
. of a past age in bronze and stone. When Mr. 

UjfaIvy passed through Omsk in 1877, General 
Kaznakoff gave him some stone gouges, and hatchets, 
which were sent to the Saint-Germain Museum in 
Paris. They were discovered at Sarnarova, where 

' tk Irtish flows into the Obi, and I am under the 
impression that those I saw belonged to the same find. 

I I cwld not, however, hear of any objects of a like 
g been found in the territory of the 
Russians telling me, in reply to my 
the Kirghese civilization is of so 

haracter, and they have learned to 
little for themselves, that they might, 

in a fashion, be said to be stil1 living in the  stone 

Our morning's business over, we went to dine with 
General Kurbanofsky, properly Governor of Akmo- 
linsk, but just then zcting as Governor-General-the 
late one, General Kaznakoff, having gone away ill, and 
the new one, General Kolpakovsky, not having as r- yet arrived. Among my fellow-guests at dinner was 
the Government architect, who spoke English like a 
native. He had been to London for nine days, and . 
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re, to purchase an ordinary 
ipolatinsk, I paid £1 gs. 3d, 

being looked after by 
hat Cossacks had more 

well, and Mr. Kossa- 

ocated in 149 settle- 
batants, and 99, r 39 

the inroads of the Kirghese, a plan simiIar to one I 
saw in 1879 along the right bank of the Ussuri. The 
approaches of the Kirghese are now no longer to be 
feared, so that - these Cossacks have practically lost 

% . . : ;Ebiik mq$ .+!~& &y w m m  : = 
K ~ .  -b:' I rt' i ; .,..; T,;: .' . . , 

7 . .  d l ' .  ;. .~ 
r -  . . 1. - :, ': 



their local rahm $&re, but Russia has b y ~ u i r  means 
colonized a fruitful terrain, arrd planted 9 w e s s i o n  of 
villages, many of which have upwards of inhabi- 
tants, some of them even possessing church* 

We travelled well at setting out, coveringwour first 
aa hours 138 miles, and one stage of 12 m'iles was 

.accornpIished in a littIe Iess than the hou 
master's letter doubtless helped us to so 
there was an amiability about the Co 
masters and y~mIcRdRs, or postilions, wh 
persuasion to do their best. At each st 
Scriptures for sale and distributed tracts, the 
which* were gladly purchased, and the Iatter 
received. I suppose it was this at th 
that caused the Cossacks to &er me gratis so 

' horse-hair rope that I 'wanted to buy, and 
. when I insisted on payment, they took 

sum of qd. At Cherlakovsk, the se 
' 

caravan route branches off to the town of' &'molinsk. , . . -, 

is not a grass-covered flat, for the .v 
only in patches, and theri forms no 
like' the bunch or hffaIo grass of 
sephrate clumps, although the steppe 
For great distances the steppe is cove 
of Meadow-sweet. 



with feeble-Iooking birches, generally less than 
et high, whilst .everywhere, when the road ap- 

hes the Irtish, we catch sight on the opposite bank 
more or less extensive vegetation of well-grown . such as willows, poplars, oaks, birches, and pines. 

ngside the river are frequentIy found hill-like 
[*ns of sand resembling downs, with wild oats and 
1. &er grasses. Another characteristic of the steppe is 
- k e n  in numerous ponds and lakes, unconnected by 
. d a m s .  They are for the most part isolated, and, 

b what is more remarkable, are in some cases filled 
with sweet, in others with salt or brackish, water. 

, ,Ths it happens in their neighbourhood that one 
. wets now with sandy downs, and then with those 

deposits of salt that have been caused by evaporation, 
I .,$od frequently impart to the ground the appearan 
i.-& hoar frost or snow. 

G& 
Fr, We had left Omsk a t  noon on the ~ g t h ,  and on the 

w n i n g  of the 2 1st we arrived at PavIodar, accornpish- F :*- the 260 miles in 44 hours. Here we found no less 
f tbul 4 j horses reserved for the Governor-General. 

coming w,zs watched for hourly. We had there- " 
btle nothing to do but to wait, and to congratulateour- 

in having to do so at such an excelknt station. 
along the line, however, the Cossack post-stations 

b d  k e n  good, reminding me of the best of those in 
Siberia, which are comfortable indeed compared with 

one met with further south. The Cossack 
stations were dean, the floors sometimes painted, and 

I ' the rooms not unfrequentIy beautified with flowers and 
creepers, especially ivy. There were, of course, the 

h -  usual ugly but often expensive pictures sf saints in the 
corners of the guest-rooms, and *the miserable Moscow 

, pictures, and portraits of the Imperial family and other 
' notables. These I tried to outshine by nailing to- the 

wall, usually under the ikotz, a handsome engt'aving 
' representing the return of the Prodigal Son, with 

the story in Russ printed around, similar to those I 



nailed up in so many of the post-houses throughout 
. Siberia. 

This operation constantly opened up the way for the, 
sale of my books, and did so with the post-master at 
.Pavlodar. H e  was a man evidently wel1-to-do, as seen 
by the Central Asian carpets hung on the walls, and a 
silk Khalat in which, with lordly gait, he walked about. 
I brought to his notice a handful of New Testaments, 
Gospels, Psalms, etc., at various prices, from which he 
might take his choice; but, like a marl of means, he 
bought the lot at a stroke for his son, about whose 
education he was evidently solicitous. There- was a 
young woman bustling about the premises, whom I 
took to be his daughter, at work, indeed, but dressed 
better than an ordinary peasant, as also was the wife, 
whom we were glad to ask to prepare us some dinner. 
She brought soup, cutlets, and pancakes, with a n~eIon 
for dessert; and if we had not cause to complain of such 
fare in the wilderness, we had stilI less reason to 
murmur at the charges. I have already mentioned 
the cheapness of provisions on the steamer between 
Tihmen and Omsk, where my steward's bill for the 
best food the ship provided, and plenty of it, for two 
persons for 7 days amounted to only 35s. ; but the 
prices of food in the Steppe appeared to outdo 
even this, for I copied, in one of the post-sta~ions, a 
scale of charges as folIows : " Use of samovar, aid. ; 

. portion of hread, 24d ; pair of chickens, 6d.; a 
cooked fowl, I@.'; quart of milk, and 10 eggs 
for 4d" 

But we had business other than that of meeting + 

the Governor-General. Our personal baggage and 
tarantass we unshipped at Omsk, but my boxes of 
books and the vehicle to carry them went on by 
steamer to Pavlodar, from which point we were to 
take them forward-the water being now tioo; low to 
allow of the steamei proceeding to Semipolatinsk. ' 

When the boxes arrived at the post-station, 1 "T3 
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'dnexpectedly constrained to unpack them. I have 
d u d e d  to the earnest and doubtless well-meant 
advice given me at Omsk, to attempt no effort of a 

-religious character among the Muhammadans. T o  
the same effect I was counselIed by a General on' 
the Urals, who deprecated what he called my "pro- 
paganda" among them, and said the mullahs were 
fanatical. " General Kaufmann," he added, " wouId 
not allow our own missionaries even to attempt any 
work among the Muhammadans, and if you do any- 
thin of the kind you are likely to get yourself; into 
trou f k and us too." Now, so far as the latter result 
was likely to ensue, I was, of course, unwilling to do 
anything that might embroiI the Russians, especially 
after the gracious manner in which they had allowed 
me to go where I pleased. But as for my own skin, 
I felt-I was the keeper of that, and I doubted if there 
were sufficient cause for alarm, Besides which ?wdaar 
est in vebw, and I could not help thinking. there was 
some via media between forcing upon the conquered 
the religion of the conquerors, as the Muha~nmadans 
have loved in all ages to do, and standing aloof'from 
them, atteppting nothing whateyer for their spiritual 
good. As I said to my military adviser, " I can offer 
them- my books, and if they do not choose to accept 
them, I have only to pass on." Accordingly I began 
to practise m y  principles'in Omsk, the first town at 
which I stopped, having any considerable number of 
ICirghese. One of the mullahs was informed that I 
wished to see the mosque, after the inspection of 

. which I placed in his hand a Kirghese New Testa- 
ment, and asked whether he could read it., When I 
perceived that he could do so, though apparently not 
very well, I asked if he would accept it as a souvenir 
of my visit. He replied that he was not sure whether 
it was a proper, book to be in such a building, and 
hesitated ; but whether hc thought I intended it for 
use among other servicC books of the mosque, or 



lrhether he in fear d his'.in.terpreter; 
Russian, I am not clear. In my cask 
return the book, and I was content to 
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All the way hither from Tiumen, there had been 
I . following us, more or less closely, a company of 

soldiers, towed in a barge by our steamer to Omsk, 
and now brought forward to Pavlodar, whence they 
were tp march into Turkistan. Large numbers of 
young recruits are every year thus sent to Tashkend, 
h d  one person .in Tiumen mentioned to me signi- 
ficantly that he saw many soldiers going there, but few 
coming back. This I thought afterwards was largely 
accounted for by a .somewhat heavy mortality, and 
also from the fact that Russian labour being scarce in 
Central &ia, and their return home not being without 
~ c u l t i e s ,  they prefer to stay in the warmer climate 
~ which hilitary duty has introduced them. 
- I-believe the soldiers at Pavlodar were to be inspected 
by the Governor-General on his arrival, for which, 
however, we discovered in the afternoon that we need 
not wait, as tidings came to the post-master relative to 
his Excellency's whereabouts, and knowing that he 
did not usually travel at night, we were told that we 
might have the necessary horses for our two vehicles, 
proceed, and meat the General some stations ahead. 
Accordingly we set out towards evening, and after 

i driving through the night a distance of 50 miles, foun>d 
k ou&lves in the early morning at Cherna, where, not- 

withstanding the rain, the people were in the white 
heat of expectation awaiting the Governor-General. 
The post-house was brushed up to its maximum pre- . 

t sentability, and everyone was getting more and more 
excited. Some unhappy man in the room adjoining '. ours, who seemed to be out of the fun, was talking 
loudly and boastfully what h would do under the 
circumstances, whilst every man, woman, and child 
in the hamlet appeared to have turned out to bear a 

:- part in providing or changin horses, or to perforn~ the 
dl-important. business of "bolting on." I t  was the 
first time General Kolpakovsky, as Governor-General, 

i had passed, and who could resist the desire to get a 
4 Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoff '3, 
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peep at the Viceroy ? AS for our humble selves, we 
for the time of course, were nobodies, and I was mntent 
to do my best, under difficulties, to procure for myself a 
clean face and hands, from my india-rubber basin, under 
a shed in the yard. Presently two outriders ,dashed 
into tke village, as if on their speed depended their 
lives, 

And now there was hurrying to and fro, s h d g ,  
talking, haranguing, and bawling, whilst I, with %he 
calmest nerves 1 could command, took up my stand in 
the guest-room. A t  last appeared the first carriage 
of the viceregal curf&-g,-a tarantass -like our own- 
then a second, a third, a fourth, and so on to the 
eleventh, to each of which fresh horses hadLte be 
attached in an incredibly few minutes. Soon ,there 
walked into the station a youth, who I was told wab an 
aide-de-camp. To him I addressed myself in French,~ex- 
plaining who I was, and what I wanted of the Goveriror- 
General. H e  replied that his father was coming in, 
and would speak to me. Unfortunately for Me, his 
Excellency had not enjoyed the education .he was 
giving to his sons; for he was one of those T*an 
officers who had risen from the ranks to the highest 
position and respect, like another I afterwards met, but 
who also had to speak to me through his interpreter. 
Another son entered the post-house with his father, 
and interpreted for me  in French, with an ability that 
I thought I had never seen excelled. The  Gekral 
had heard of my coming, and expected to see me at 
Pavlodar. I explained that I was anxious to get on 
as fast as possible, and presented a letter from the 
Minister of the Interior, accompanying it with a q u e s t  
that I inight be furnished with a "courier," or a 
" Crown" podorojna, and be saved the possibility of 
coming to a standstill in the Steppe for want of 
horses. 

Nothing could have been kinder than his Eztel- 
lency's attention in listening to all I had to say, gnd 

d 
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d. This was to serve us to Semipolatinsk, and . 
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vehicles to equip them for bur immediate d 
as if they thought we were going to tear a 
Governor with the rest, 

We now posted on to the next station, L 
where the Viceroy had spent the night, and wh 
the guest-room of the station, the blooming 01 
and flowers in tubs qnd pots, bore witness .MS 
welcome his hosts had provided. At this point 
caravan route crossed our road, extending on 
to the Russian colony of Karkaraly, and by 
found ourselves three stations further on, at Seml 
where there was just light enough to see the o 
of a somewhat pretentious mosque, no longer . 

1At: this station also was another caravan route joi 
that from Lebyaj. We posted on through the n 
or at least wished to do so, but on arriving at the 
station the horses were found to be turned out 
night, and to collect them from a pasture where 
and bounds are unknown was not to bkdone in a 
For five hours we had to wait (my longest 
me thankfully add, that I anywhere experienced k 
Steppe 
at the 
doubtl&s hardened. for his cornalaint bmk. was & 
the Ian 

We 
the character of the landscape had completely ch 

I Post-horses failed us again at Dolonsk, bur by 
extra we were able' to hire private steeds, t h w  
reason of the sandiness of the road we were oblig 
take four horsss for each conveyance; and vvh/ 
reached Semipolatinsk, our four days' drive & 
miles, including refreshments, the hire of $ 3 4  
and gratuities to each of $4 drivers, had 
than £6.. We arrived at midnight, and 
ourselves in comfortable quarters at 



CHAPTER Vb 

" Semipolatinsk " : its etymology, situation, and meteorology.-Call on 
Governor.-Visits to prison and asylum.-Schools.-Post Office 
statistics.-Trade.-Our start delayed.-Departure, roads, and 
,posting service.-Sunday at Sergiopd.-Distribution of books from 
the capital and onwards.-Antiquities and remarkable skulls.- 
Mineral deposits.-A previous English traveller.-Lake 
its aspect, ornithology, and fish.-TheTentral Asian " K 

H E  town of ScmipoIatinsk (pronoun 
palatinsk), at which 1 arrived on the 24th 

es its name from " Sempalati "-seven pa 
. buildings, the ruins of which were seen in 

Gmelin, who called-the phce "SempaIatnay 
qr fortress. These buildings had served as 

lf'r the Kalmuks, and one of them still conta 
, ';40ls of bears, and on the walls of another were 

discerned representations of men, whilst not 
in the valley of Ablai'kit were found the ruins of another '~ 
temple of Buddhist origin. The present Russian town 
stands on the lofty right ,bank of the Irtish, I I miles 
from the original site, now called " Old Semipoiatinsk," 

- my last post-station, from which one or more migrations 
. had been found necessary by reason of the eating away 
of the river's bank, and tlie encroachments of the sand- 
'dunes. It  has a public garden with 14 fountains, On. 
the left bank stands the rare spectacle of a Kirghese 
town, w h e e  these Settled chiidren of the desert dwell in 
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houses of wood, with curtained windbws. S 
a by a desert of shd ,  Scmi~olatinsk has a]& 
vantages of a continental climate, with few corr 
advantages, The Russians, established here a 
logical station, where, as in other stations in 
Asia, observations were recorded thrice daily-a 
one, and nine o'clock. 

I t  was not my inrentio 
tinsk than was necessa 

. forth betimes in the m 
droshky to pay my res 
Protzenko. His Exc 
and was prepared to 
regretting onIy that h 

which contained on 

\ 
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s for the reception of correspondence fl r ,504 , 

nded for maintenance and administrative 
es, and d3,771 received. 
buildings of Sernipolatinsk did not strike me' as 
able. There were, however, many large ware- 
a reminder of the fact that the town was long 

ted for its commercial reIations with Central 

. "- 
: .-: ~ & e r  this flourish; of tnirnpets respecting the trade 



s 6 .  
of the capital, it will sound samewhat stm 
departure.was delayed by reason of our 

, to purchase throughout the town a suffi 
bread. Foreseeing that we should 

Governor-General's telegrafn commended 



- r. . .. .~ - .  . ,  . . 
I ..' .. 
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official rePo& fgi 1881 it appeared that 136 
aints had b m n  Iodged at the stations by passen- 

d it was said that General Kolpakovsky himself 
nd the posting accommodation in the southern 
not to his liking. This, no doubt, was partly 
to the .increased traffic ..consequent upon the 

lng down of the postal service from Orenburg to 
end, w h i h  caused the post to be brought all 
by the Irtish, and put undue strain on the local 

1% was to me, however, a .source- of great comfort, 
as now kindly supplied wirh a Crown podorojna, 
, I  might fairly reckon upon doing as well as 

cted under the circumstances. During 
rs we covered I 27 miles. The road to 

due south from Semipolatinsk, 
stations presented a bare land- 

only here and there by a few i d s  or 
of tents, and cattle of the Kirghese. Arka- 
d in the rniddIe of a desert, at an altitude 

et. Afterwards we passed on over vast plains 
and across a low range of hilIs, 

at shchikulsk, and rose 
ere 2 ched in the evesin 

the night past K ~ Z $  
high, and then gradually mounted 

rkadskiy (or Arcat). In  the very 
venth station, and break- 
which the road was so 

at we sometimes could hot see the 
he afternoon we approached Altyn- 

the frontier station beiween the provinces of 
oIatinsk and Semirechia. Count Waldburg- 

computed its height to be -2, r33 feet, so that since 
g Sernipolatinsk,. 750 feet high, we had ascended 
feet, and had reached the watershed of the 

stein spur of the - Tarbagatai, 
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which mountains send the rivers flowing north iato the 
Zaisan and Irtish, and those flowing south in* 'Lakes 
Balkhash and Ala-Kul. One of these latter, however, 

I? the Ayaguz, has small pretensions in summer to a 
river, for Sevier going to bathe therein fdrtnd the  
water only ankle-deep. 

On reaching Sergiopol, on the banks of t h b ~ ~ a ~ u z  
and surrounded by sands, we found that t b  good 
offices of the Governor-General had preceded IS in the 
form of a telegram, that horses should be in r q i n e s s .  
I t  was Saturday night, however, and I had determined 
to spend the Sunday there, expecting a la$: town 
than it afterwards proved-to be, and intending visit 
the hospital and prison. Having, therefore, called 
upon the chief military authority overnight, we dept  at 
the post-house, and went after breakfast toksee the 
military 5ospital. prison, and barracks. In #this last 
establishment I was pIeased to find a modest library of 
what seemed to me rather antiquated R u s s i a  .books,- 
probably the remains of former days, when Smgiopol 
had greater military significance than now, 

I was glad to add thereto some copies. of t h e ,  
Scriptures and other publications, some of whicta'I dso 
distributed in the hospital and prison. Newsgf this 
spread, and I was speedily visited first by the Rhssian 
priest, who came to buy a 'Kirghese Mew T e s w e n t  to 
present to the mullah, and then by a Cossack gchool- 
mistress, in pretty Russian costume, and we$ihg the 
national head-dress known as the kokoshtee'k, with which 
I fell in love; so, when the young lady's purchases 
were completed, I ventured to ask her to sell it t o  me 
for a curiosity. She racefully declined my request, B but offered it as a gi t. Accordingly, I made up its 
value in printed matter, which here I fohn4 highly 
priz~d, as everywhere else alon my route. B 'I 

At Sernipolatinsk I could not earn that the Go+w 
had received any of the books I sent i n  1879 to the 
Governor-General Kaznakoff for the prisons and 

I 
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olatinsk government. Gene 
as wiIling to accept a Ne 

nt for each room of every prison and hospit 
s province, estimating the net number a 

ro rooms in all, after making allowance for'the 
of Kirghese prisoners and patients who codd 

. With the Moslems the Governor did 
mpt much, but consented to accept I 

irghese New Testament, to be use 
ight serve. Accordingly I sent wit 

T,es-tame~ts, 65 Gospels, and 5 
some German, Hebrew, and Polis 
bout qoo tracts, etc. This done, 

as to have as few 
ance. At the statio 

my plan of nailing u 
ing of the "Prodigal Son, 

ale. Blessings indeed ehe 
think, in these solitary hous 
e post-masters seemed so 

the last station before Semipolatin 
old man said, " The Lord must have sent 

ht was p a t  at getting 
atinsk and Sergiopol almost eve 
ased books, and some bought at 
ction I offered, as at Uluguzk an 

zun-BuIak. Even this did not satisfy my customer 
Altyn-Kalat, for he wanted another rouble's worth. 

ook up their position at Sergiopol, 
Ayaguz, and subsequently named 
nger son of the Emperor, in I 831, 
eir frontier having advanced south- 
as greatly declined in importance. 

ber I,-. T h e  town is situated 
at some distance from, the post- 
the fortress containing the-church, 

the houseof the nucholxL5, or chief, and the barracks. 
ay at Sergiopol I heard of a fellow- . 
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countryman, Mr: Ddmar 'Morgan, who 
English public under obligations by his 
tibns from the Russian. He had preced 
to Setgiopol, where, arriving early in 
detained for three weeks $y the impassabl 
roads. Not till- the 6th of that month d 
fowl begin to arrive in the lagoons on the 
the Ayaguz, and opposite the town the ice 9; 
did not' move till the 14th. He was them 
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eneath h bowl i f  water fixed at a height, 
a stream trickles. One accustomed, there- 

* .  



chaff: lying: about. 
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inter on the sandy shore, but the surface yields 
a limited pasturage for their numerous flocks. 
s I stood at Arganatinsk, on the top of the hill, 

zther I had clambered 400 feet, I was surrounded 
deserts. that, with clay beds, salt steppes, and 

G v i n g  sands, seemed to show that the Balkhash had 
Ace been lar er than at present. In front of De, as I 
lnoked towar d s the lake, was the Uchakty Kum, and 
bhind,  the Niiaz-, the Sary-, and the Tash-kara Kum. 

I 

THE PICKET POST-STATION AT AEGANATINSK. . ., 
knately our road crossed directly no one of these, 
we fell in that night -with one of their Iocal pheno- 
a. At the next station they gave us four sorry 
eq, and, what was worse, a sleepy Ki hese driver, 
m I caught several times nodding on t f e box. He 
rstood no Russian, so I more than once conveyed 
m my meaning by a thump in the back, where- 
he looked round as if I were unfaihy disturbing 
umbers. At last, finding it useless to vex my im- 

uous -soul, I resigned myself to fate and tried. to 
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sleep, for night had well set in. There 
into the cari-iage, however, a dry; hot win 
which I had never experienced before. 
.clothes were too hot, and'I would fain ha 
curtain and let down the apron, but the heav 
and the wind so stirred up the sand that 1 h 7 d  

what manner bf thing was going to happen. T4 
since learned that frequent sandstorms, of the 4 
of snowdrifis, but far p o r e  dangerous, occurk 
steppes about the Balkhash, and that 
times rape 'for several days. Mr. 
s peal 
east 

i s  oTthe." E 
towards .the 

lhbi " winc 
: Xla- Kul, 

that blows.from 
and is sometime: 

as to have 'the force of a hurricane. h-rT 
of snow and sand, and has .been known to bur -' 
travellers, and, it is said, villages also. 

Whether 1 had come across a modified 
the " Ehbi " wind I, know not. but on our 3 
early 
such 

* morning at 
fashion as I 

iepsinsk, 
had never 

we saw the sand 
before witnessei3 

only from the carriage into the post-ho.u*, 
element dashed most disagreeably into the . 3 - 
and eyes, ancl covered us as effectually wi 
we had rolled in it. This w s  bad e n o u & h  
matters a little worse, our lu gage wee&- d +nowhere to be seen. We ha fooIishly allq 
driver to follow us instead of insisting that he, 
go on ahead, and now we were to pay the 
urged that our 'man should g o  back 
concern had broken down, and, if so, 
help. But he did not seem to consider t.h 
his duty. After waiting some time 
we would make complaint of the delay, 
bribes or threats, a r  perhaps both, our 
and set off on horseback. , . . 

The post-itation was not one of the m&t c 
for it lacked the presence af one of the  gens11 
and the household affairs of our bachelor or w 

r ~5 
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- mountains lo 
a sriiall ferry-boat the -Ak- Su, a slnaller and>' 

" - . 



ns to the  height of 4,500 feet ahove the 
owing station, Tsaritsin, me had reaehed .- 
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a point 40 miles in a straight Iine 
which had cost,us double that distance t 
Here was a telegraph station, the officer 
his loneliness eagerly asked hr bo 
point the road divides, one branch making a 
the left by Kok-su and Ters-agan to Kugalin, &w 
the road to the right goes to Kugalin direct. .* 
latter way- we went, starting after tea, and arri\<.ilag>ic- 
the middle of the night two stations further a:,,.& 
Altyn-Immel. So cold had it become during 
two stages that, despite my Ulster coat and 
shawl, I had to descend from the tarantass 
warm my feet. 

Altyn-Immel to us was " Kuldja junction," w h e . ~  
had to re-arrange if not to "change carriages." . 'Fr*' 
this point we turned off to Kuldja, which was to he.. 
next resting-pIace, whither it seemed 
drag our wagonette, laden chiefly with 
but rather to take the Mongolian and Chinese % 
tures, and leave the rest till our return. We 
in the small hours of the morning at. Altyn 
where, being unable to find anyone in the 
I entered the guest-room, and. began writin 
light should bring someone on the scene. 
the post-master, a Tatar, emerged from his 
place, which was none &her than an empty pos 
the yard, and afterwards, our boxes left in his 

, hurried off towards Kuldja 

.i -- %I, 

.-'?@%; 
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to send forward an estajhaf to announce our, 
and so, in future, prevent delay. By tes time 
reached Konur-Ulen, and met in the st  



r. , . 
2 .  .. - i p - r i  , , . 

I 

- I , . ' .  .;-. .; 
PRO& ALZ-YN~IMM~L: 1-0 KULD~A.  73 

being 'shown me by the authorities. From Koibyn 
-%we proceeded up a mountain gorge that is described 

-AS pretty by both Schuyler and Ujfalvy, who speak of 
the qarying yellow, red, and purple hues of the steep 
and scarped rocks, as also of bushes covered with 
blue, white, red, and yellow flowers; but we passed , 

-. this place in the night, and by dawn came. within 
I sight .of Vyselok Borokhudzir. 

Inpassing the 60 miles from Altyn-Immel to Koibyn, 
we had met more than one party of nomads flitting 2 to mew pastures. A prominent individual among the 

; first -cavalcade was a stout old lady riding astride a 
fat ox. Other females of the party were all riding in 
the same fashion, some on camels, with children in 

I frant, and some on saddIed oxen. We saw in the 
distance as we drove aIong Kirghese auls, with their 
flocks and herds, which form the chief. means of 
subsistence, though some of the Kuldja nomads do, 
to a certain extent, cultivate the soil. 

had reached Borokhudzir, 3,gm feet above the 
ttily situated on the right bank of the river of 

a~ name, on Seprember rst, and had I been a devotee 
" Saint Partridge" there would have been no need for 

to long for the turni fields of Old England where- 
keep the festivaf for the surrounding woods 
fulI of game, including not only Partridges, but 

asants, greyish Hares, and abundance of Deer. 
ant colonists from the Tomsk province of Siberia 
uilt a settlement near of about 50 whitewashed 

s of unbaked bricks, where is a post and telegraph 
and a nursery garden, planted in 1869, for the 

se of showing the natives how to develop the 
icultural capabilities of the country. General Kol- 
vsky, we heard, took interest in this experiment, 
on our return journey we inspected the nursery. 

as watered by irrigation, and in the season furnished 
upation for from 30 to 50 men. The vines were 
lned in bowers, of which there were many and long, 

&&-2 I _ .  , - I _  . 
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but the cheapness -of fruit may be gathered 
fact that a Sart paid only L18 for all the 

with cabbage-l&ves, the Kohl Rabiof Gur far& 
products o? this nursery are thought much 
natives, and are distributed as far as  Kopal. -la 

From Borokhudzir we drove out by the wide 
fringed with canals and willows, very 'early -: _ 
morning; and, having crossed the river tha @ 
na.me to the village, traversed a vastly id 
region, where on either hand there met u s  td 
culture, in the form of well-arranged canals, bltl 

shrubs, pines, willows, and karagatch treq,.d 
have extended in former times 2s a cultivatu 

still visible, but the trees, no longer cared k< 
gated, are fast dying. Nine miles from 
we crossed the River Usek, on the bank of '5 
situated the ruins of Jarkend. 

of thk Manchu race living in  or&-western Man 
and forming some of the most warlike 
men. At Jarkend they .live in widdy 
houses in winter, and in summer pitch their te 

- Calif - -DIgifI&-by ' ~ m d ; ~ & @ j - ; . ? ~ ; ,  ; . . 
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hzve d d . t h e r e '  since my visit & orderuto be 

&?&r h h t  .an hour. ti11 some Cossacks caGe 

Chinese house had been convqrted into . m. pst~station. I Here we met a travelling 
& t ~ l s t ,  to whom I sbM some tracts and Scrip- 

-be .&tion is in the midst of a once flourishing, 
dned, Chinese' town, the only, semblance of 

&e\ that we could discern being two or three 
L€$W the sale of melans and vegetables. We 
e.fiurchased some of the fp-n~er, and proceeded' 
p w a y ,  now meeting elefmsy Chinese carts, and. 

here and there a field under cultivation. On 
lirig the R i ~ r  Khorgos, which is the boundary line 
k 'Russian and Chinese empires, we found, en- * a number of Cossacks, who bought some 'af 

k .%ath& r d e  bv the ~ i d e  of i h e  tarantass. with 

a single hotm !had been left standing. Formerly 
~ iown-  was siimunded with irrigated fields, but 

kbadfbev had k-viskerd with the curse of civjl war 

- ,  ... 

i?/fi ., -- , 
luniv C ~ / H  Digitized' by ~icr;Isofi:@ 

. . . ' , 



? 
- . ,, 

' I '  - 
76 ZHROVGK C ~ M ~ ~ R A L  ASIA. !i 

the Taranchi village 05 ,Mazar, lying o6f 
whilst three miles further copld be seen 
village of Dabir. On arriving 
no post-horses, though the chi 
by saying that, had aur estaph 
would have stopped the pus 
have the steeds. Whether t 
I know not, but there were abundance of 
horses in the stable ; and when we asked the 
whether they could nqt take us forward, the 
consented, but asked for four times the 
This they abated, Rusdan . like, to a 
which we paid rather than #wait long 
for a meal. In  the station yard was a stone 
curly mane, similar to -those 
the doors of their temples, 
the lion being usually rep 
with the right paw 
kept by a brother and 
me 8s superior to ,the ave 
were, we afterwards found 
in easy .circumstances at Chinchakhodzi, 
arrived the same afternoon. 

All the morning, as we had dr 
ruined towns' and desolate fields, we 
cohtrast a strangely beautiful v 
mountains, their bases being hid 
their snowy peaks seemed to flo 
:the clouds. This was espekially 
o n  the right, and those on. the 1 
were also sprinkled -with snow. These 
the Ili valley contain numerous 
doubtful whether any, except perhaps c 

Coal .has Geen worked in the valle 
half a century, though not used in at 
Central Asia. Chinese labourers 
of. 8 op co-operative principles, or KaImuk 
of I 2 hired by Dungan or .Taran 



here they could sink 
feet deep, and at the 
an inclined one, the 

e cheapness of labour, 

e found in the midst 

informed her guests, 

we approached we saw the exercising, and 
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coming nearer found t 
walls of -the town. Abou 
ruins of what was the Chinese 
Ili, New Kuldja, and Manchu 
people were butchered in o 
nor had we yet seen the I 
side, an outline of the origin of 
enable the reader to understand the 
rnents of which the Ili population is 

T h e  history of the Ili valley date 
second century before the Christian e 
were driven by the Huns to settle th 
After the time of Jinghi 
the Ili valley was a part, w 
tribes, called Kalrnuks, w 
were termed Oimts. Their i 
Mongolia, and in 1450 they conque 
subsequentIy their power declined. 
of the seventeenth century intern 

. to lead to secessions of tribes, 
century the Sungarian th 
who recognized the su 
repudiated it. This conduct was 
the Chinese massacre of 600, 
Sun aria was completely depopulated. 

&ina then proceeded to repeople the c 
sending there her own convicts and v 
pIanting military colonies of Solons an 
Manchuria and Dauria, by 
from the western provinces of 
Chinese Muhammadans called Dungan 
pr t ing  from Kashgaria other Muham 
who became known as Taranchis. Besides it 
in 1771 there began to return from the 
number of the Torgout tribe of Kal 
migrated thus far before the de 
men, and who had been invi 
come back to the haunts of their ancestors. 



-, gi 
, ar the purpose of keeping order in the Country, 

' 9  ' tb#' dty of Ifi or Manchu Kuldja, south of. Suidun, 
' W* built. as a 'seat of government and settled by 

Mksrchns. .In course of time the officiaIs so oppressed 
t h p  Mussulman inhabitants that in I 864 the Dungans 
reklled and killed the Manchus and Chinese about 
Ummtsi &-the number of 130,000. The wave of 
rehHion rolled 011 to Kuldja, where the Taranchis 
joined with the Dungans, and completely overturned 
,and massacred the Chinese and Manchus. Then the 
Dungans and Taranchis feII out with each other, met 

1;. 
I - 
I 

. . A TDRWUT KALMCK. ' 

I '  1: 
In battle in April, I 867, and the Dungans, who had 

, everywhere murdered, robbed, and pillaged, were 
[ badly beaten, and so the Taranchis became rulers of - the country. MeanwhiIe the Russians had been 
f quietly looking on during the  insurrection, refusing 

help to the Chinese authorities, and declining to enter 
F i n  to relations with usurpers. Numbers of refugees 

fled to Russian territoy, and were kindly received and 
. located as colonists ; but when the Russian border was 

' crossed by marauding Kirghese from the Kuldja - territory, and when, moreover, it looked possible that 
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ed the year before my 
that I found things in a transitional state, and 
ngthening of the wall of Suidun, referred to 
was in anticipation of the Chinese return to 

, though it was late in 

races of China. -1-1er'e meet the settled 
th the Buddhist 

s ; whilst women and girls 
?ow, gaudy, cylindrical hats, 
saw . ordinary patterns dis- 

to 2w. each, but wives 

ut -10 inches high, of red 
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rqe; of the sixth sumul could 
ould be sent to them through 

ussian Consul. W e  then went into other houses 
hen my eye fell upon a man's 
g with a hook and eye cut 

suspended from the belt, 
rved lotus, or sacred flower 

.: of the Buddhists. I bought the whole, and it is now 
, in the British Museum. We inquired, likewise, if 

<, ariy in the town were sick, wand were taken to a 
.:' miserable hovel little bette than a shed, where was 

an old man, somewhat of an idiot, with fever, but not 
' .  of an eruptive character, and opposite to him a young 

man., Mr. Sevier carefully examined him, sounding his 
i, mswollen and dropsical stomach. His ribs were dilated. 

rhe liver pushed up, heart out of place, and arms 
, . Asted,  whilst his pulse was beating fast. and he was 

'suffering from bronchitis. We had not the necessary 
' .  instruments- for tapping him, so that directions only 
. could be given that he should be brought into Kuldja. 
'The Sibos are said to be excellent gardeners, and when 

use to drink tea, they 
us eat and to partake 

brought us melons, after 

to be notlced in the 
e respects, the most 

ause they are the least 
long had the Turanian 

t not so in an equal de ree 
some of them in Ku f dja, 

frbm whom it was easy to see that they represent the 
Mongol type ,in comparative purity, reminding me of , 

tribe, I saw in 1879. 
od-looking. I t  should be 
mpered and generous, but 
are credulous, and dearly 
rtificially produced gaiety, 
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corrupt Chinese, than h a m  t h b  a& rnor&a 

. v ,  

;.% sumulsl.. each of 200 tents. . Thev consr 

The lamas -.ire teachers, medical sortererg- 
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h. Hence their services are called into requisi-. 
:,at a birth ,to read prayers over the mother, and  

grown up, - to - treat him when sick with prayers 
- - - - 

!&a, 1 presume, by do s as at Urga,-or burned. 
 family life among t f e Kalmuks possesses greater 
gdom than among t h e  Solons. A Kalmuk girl is 
shepherdess.' She is married early, without- much 
path to her predilections, even without her consent, 
a she is at liberty to leave her husband and return 
thcr relations. Whether she likes a suitor is known 

-dons commence, or the reverse, by her staying 

& k y i n g  her off by fbke, themparents  c&sideZng 
# duty towards - their . -  daughter . . fulfilled if only , the - 

'd-to the reader the inhabitatits of rKe val!ey, I 
&!be the better understood, I think, in dr~siling my 
*rice during our stav in Kuldia. 



. - ,-, 1 1  . 5 -'I-" , --+ 
1 '  

-E 'had arrived- at Kuldja on Satu 



7 Fr?? P V P F  r-,: - .  , - , f - - n "  
\ - .  ' .. 

Fib .. 
7 - 

C. 
0 UR STA Y ITN KUXDYA. 89 

s spacious rooms were furnished with such 
,*, together with English books lying about, 
wne long to converse with the obner. What Bfbe modern conveniences had made in this out-of- 
ay part of the world was visible in the drawing- 
where there was a telephone communicating with 
ynt part of the town. T h e  secretlary's quarters 
in a villa in another part of the grounds, so that ' 

were to be IodgGd in the great house alone, save , 
the caretaker, arid the secretary was to take his r 

abE; f h h  us. 
= Osw aE the first things we asked to be allowed to do 

. ia #visit the Sibo sumul, or encampment, I have % to ; and finding that it was seven miles out o f .  
rather foolishly declined to go on horse-.;. 
gged that we might drive in our carriage. 
found us, and a Russo-Chinese interpreter, 

we started a t  the dashinp Dace with which a 
lachman thi 
wever he n 

nks it 
nay lag 

" L 

proper to begi 
in the middle 

n and ehd . 
. Old, or-. 

Kuldja was fdunJed about a century ago;- 
ectangulqr town with clay walls, 30 feet high, 
y thick for two carriages to be driven abreast 

tpp, and measuring 4 miles in circumference ; 
ork, it is said, of 2,000 Kalmuks, driven to the 
by the Taranchis. Two large streets crossing 

divide the 
by smaller 
-ough the T 

town i 
streets 

'aranchi 

nto quarters, 
and alleys. 

i bazaar, along 

which are 
W e  made 
the street 

p !  runs a water-course from one o f  the twa 
&ts, Pensin-Bulak and Pilechi-Su, that water the 
bn- 
3 h e  Taranchi bazaar, in the citadel, has shops some- 
kt more roomy than those of Central Asia generally, 
&I thestreet isnot  covered from rain or sun. It is 
aed with small stones, and the shops are kept by 
&d Mussulmans. Here we bought our first ripe 
p and nectarines. Apricots ripen at Kuldja at 
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the beginning of July, and we were, the 
for them, but of late peaches, that ripen e 
we came in Tor the last, flat in form, 
and a half in diameter and half an in 
They tasted fairly well, but there was little fle 
stone. Most of the Kuldja fruits, including 
nates, apples, pears, and mulberries, besides I 

have mentioned, are smaI1, since the trees, 
neglect, may be said to be almost wild. . 

As we drove from the bazaar towards the 
means a river), we passed through the Taranchi 
and fields, to find a swiftly-running stream, 
wide, just the width of the Thames at low 
London Bridge ; and when I saw t 
which our heavy tarantass had. to be li 
to see why the secretary recommended our 
horseback. On account of the velocity of th 
the process of crossing is slow, espe 
windy. Usually there are three ferry boats, 
a Russian merchant, and at the tim 
were large numbers of cattle waiting 
They were accordingly tied by the head to 
and made to swim after it, the barge being 

' vehicles and passengers.. Having landed 
the opposite side, we drove across a low, fla 
almost without roads, sometinles through di 
over'crazy bridges, that kept us in doubt 
not we should be let through into the str 
but having at last reached she su 
as I have described in the previous 
dren thronged around us full of cu 
seemed pleased to see us, only that 
not speak their dialect particularly well ; 
ideas passed successiveIy through Engli 
and Chinese, not to add Sibo, it may be suppo 
we conversed with difficulty. Just as we had fi 
our tea, four mounted Cossacks came to the 
saying that the Commandant having heard o 



visit to the encampment, thou h he did not I hend our k i n g  harmed, yet thoug t it better to 
s do tSls a guard, and they had arrived at the lli just 
a we had crossed, and so failed to catch us up, but i f  r 

y were now ready to escort us back when we 
Wt  therefore started speediIy, for evening 

wing on, and we did not reach the Ili till dusk. 
embarkation from this bank was more difficult 

the other, and there was much 
horses on board, for they had 

water and then jump over the 
e little horse, a t  a word from 
e gunwale with the agility of 
rs had to scramble up in a 

only Cossack horses would 
was dark before we reached the Consulate, 
had spent an enjoyable day, and were quite 

to turn into bed, for this had not been vouch- 
o us mere than twice for a fortnight. 
morrow being Sunday, I had thought whether 

ical work I could do. The Mussul- 
hists had their mullahs, and the 
priest. I heard of no Protestants, 

had both heard and read of a small colony of 
atholics at Kuldja, amongst whom 
troduced by French missionaries 
ing, sorne say a hundred years ago, 

with which Mr. Ujfalvy states that he 
and French books of the 

e present. Mr. Ashton 
e the insurrection these 
number, but that 300 

hem, including their priest, Father Thomas, were 
n massacred. The remainder of these Christians, 
ording to Dr. Schuyler, were among the first to 
coma the advent of the Russians. T h e  Jews, how- 
r, have no dealings with the Samaritans, nor have 
Greek Catholics with the Roman. Consequently 
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there was a littIe flock surrounded by Russians, Mussul- 
mans, Buddhists, and Pagans, who spoke enthusiasti- 
cally to Mr. Dilke of their murdered priest; and 
compared Christianity with their former .religi,on, much 
to the disadvantage of the latter, still holding fast t,o 
the only form of Christianity they had ever known, yet 
doing so without a shepherd, and notwithstanding that 
they bad been unvi'sited by pne of their missionaries, 
or, so far as I could learn, had any communi&ion with 
head-quarters, for seventeen years. The cw-sgemed 
to me both interesting and pitiabIe, and I wmddred if 
there were anything I couId do. We had ho spoken 
language in common. Mr. Dilke spoke of their accent 
in pronouncing Latin as Italian, but said that some 
could translate it. Dr. Schuyler thought t-he' pronun- 
ciation "at least singular," and some years later Mr. 
Delmar Morgan had found the pronunciation " wholly 
unintelIigibIe to a European ear." Mr. .Ujfa,lwy men- 
tions, indeed, that some of them could read h t i n  and 
French, but then, he adds, " without understanding it," 
so that if seemed clear I could do nothing in the way 
of preaching, I mentioned the matter to our host on 
Saturday, and begged him to make inqui 
Roman community if there was anything -T I cou d the do 
for them. The secretary, however, did not see his 
way very clearly in the matter, and when w e ~ e t u r n e d  
in the evening he had another plan to propose-namely, 
that we should accompany him to the Russian church 
in the morning, and visit the Romans in the atternoo:, 
and to this, though disappointed, I agreed. : 

There is but one Russian church in Kuldja,and that 
some distance from the Consulate, on the outskirts of 
the town. Two Cossacks came to ride bekid; e 
Consul's carriage, in which the secretary d d o  
service, and when we reached the church I saw, fsi* e 
first time, I think, a Russian church that departed 
from the usual style of architecture, and t h a ~  was 
built to look on the exterior a little like a C* 
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/A  ksik there 'was a lohg nave with aisles and 
and the building approached more *. frxtn h h e  interior of an English church 

pthing 1 have seen in Russia. The  choristers 
&rs. as also those attending on the aritst. 

R&an t m t s  to the Protoierea (or Dean) 
hrski As we returned, the military band was 

the national anthem. & ch the secretary had invited to meet us a 
.&tor, who inquired if I would baptize his 

I was somewhat surprised to receive such- ' ' 
from a Roman Catholic, and, that there 

- 0 - - .  

ulkiks of the church of ~ n ~ l a n d ,  the children 
remrded as Protestants ; to.which he realied .' 

wife, and also let me know whether hi<, 
wid the Chinese, would like me to adminiswr' 
-she Holy Cominunion according to the English ' -. 
for' my opportunities of doing anyrhing for I 

kts give to the Lord's-Supper, I thought that 

p& n~ administered according to their own fom. ' 
-doctor returned at length to say that General 
Haufmann, when in Kuldja, had promised to send 

h a n  nriest, and he thought. therefore. it might - 
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of the Chinese Christians, 65 in number, living. 
They received us with a smile of welcome, appeared 
desirous for the service, and conducted us8.h a oom 
measuring about 30 feet by zo, where was .$altar 
with pictures, candlesticks, and other appu*nances, 
and a box at the side containing some of@ minor 
vestments, and a New Testament in Chinese. Lae re  

s I met the Polish family, whereupon difficultid ,$-ose, 
in that, as Romanists, they would not partake*& the 
cup, and next they remernbe~ed that as they ww not 
fasting, but had dined, they could not A S &  the 
elements at all. They wished, however, to hi present 
whilst I officiated, and so remained whilst I ,and my 
fellow-churchman communicated. The ~ h i n o a * -  
ceived when Mr. Sevier knelt or stood, and so to ibme 
extent followed the service, and I thought d h a p s  
they would have communicated when .they him 
do  so ; but they did not seem to comprehend !what 
was expected of them, and I proceeded till, boaqg 
to the blessing, I lifted my hand as does the @st 
in the Greek and Roman churches. The m&g of 
this they perceived at once, and knelt, thus egding 
one  of the most curious passages in my e c c w t i c a l  
experience. 

Could I have seen the end from the beginning, 
J am not sure that I should have acted :as I did, 
but I meant it for the best, and the peopE:seemed 
grateful. They ' said that one of their :iumber 

' occasionally read prayers, . and the Russran priest 
sometimes gave them a benediction," bGt I think 
1 learned that this last was abnormal, and not given 
with very good grace, so that they had no other public 
service. I did not gather they were in hahabit of 
meeting for the study of the New Testament, and I 
wondered how the book had come there, for 'though 
Messrs, Dilke, Morgan, Schuyler, and Kostt$ko, all 
speak of Latin books, and Ujfalvy adds also French, 
they say nothing of any in Chinese. rc. 

ix. 



- ' -Y. 

j r l l -  ' -  
+ ,  -.-I., - 
'. dlr - 

had brought with me some Chin 
ather Scriptures, and was 

m several; but though they 
copies, they did not .appear to want more, They 
numbered r 3 fdfnilies, of whom I 5 persons, they said, 
could read, I asked if they would like to have a 
6issionary sent tom them, to which they replied that 

F they had not discussed the question. This exchange. 
of ideas, or, perhaps I ought to say, attempt at con- 
versation, was attended with difficulty. The best 
interpreters on the Consul's staff were with him and 
the Governor, I suppose, on the frontier, and our 
interpreter was decidedly feebl 
Chinese brought forth tea, 
and nectarines, ,and in pa 
joirid by some Russian officer 
conducting the service. 

Kostenko says that as a rule "these KuIdja 
'are very lax as to the essentials of their religion. 
wear crosses round their necks, and read pray 
the Latin language, and they made a request 
is, of the Russians) that they might be permi 
qisplay these emblems on the outside of their 
'1 may add, however, that a 

estant in the region told 
le the character of the 
, that they do qot sm 
be relied on. The  pqrs 

lnese in the tenets of, th 
such unfavourable circumstances, rem 
crossing the Pacific in 1379 with an 
man who had laboured as a missio 

nese and Japanese, 'and who re 
former as decidedly the m 

anese he ,allowed were more 
, ,like children, they sometime 

quickly pleased them, ' whe 
inarnan takes a longer . time 





ken won, more easiIy held. I have since 
that three Roman mis+onari&, ;$2gk arrived . 

I 
..: 1 After bidding the Romanists farewell!, the  Russian 
officers took us to the Buddtiist .pag& There is 
arily one in Kuldja, and that a pooi-.&e. On leaving 
the street we ' passed through ,an.i..an{$$amber into 
i l  courtyard, where children asse~lile,  f i r .  instmuction 

X.'" 7 - in' the tenets of their creed, each pupil . ho ldm~~- -b80k ,  
- and all reading together as in ,.$'ltissulni%i~ schools. 
Crossing the. co~rtyard ,we entered the joss-house 

' and saw the idols. Against the will was a large days, 
with various eatables arranged thereon, and lamps and 
vessels for incense. Representations 'of dragons are 
displayed, as well $5 s*pended .banners and bells. I 

not see any adqration performed, but Kostenko 
s that a dirty and ragged individual, with:$;bunde ,. 
ighred joss-stioks in his hands, advances andyrecades 

%corn the altar with endless bowings and' sf&k% of 
the bells. On important occasions, instead of verbal 
prayers, papers with petitions written there+ ;are burnt, 
in ' the belief that, the petitions thus d d t  ';with will 
ascend to ' ~ o d  moie quickly. I did not bbii Eve any 
brayer-wheel such as 1 sawat a Buddhist $!&astery 
.near Kiakhta in 1879 ; but the temple at Khldja was 
:%xceedingly dingy, dark, and dirty. Here, i however, 
I disposed of some Mongol and dhiriesF-+criptures, 
the priest, as I ' supposed hini to be; .-+Attendant, 
thankfully accepting a Bible, and two other men, ' 

apparently poor, each purchasing-,a, caljy-':,fbr 4s. 
It is strange that the H i ~ d u s  who through- 

out Turkistan * m~ne~-lenders-donot ' .&~'  9; < have 
ieached Ruldja, w that we had 06 Hin&-;!PP$ to 
yisit ; but I may mention two othet..religiodg bG*;.?!ngs 
w e  saw the following day. One' ii t h e D ~ : @ ~ ~ ~ ~ o s ~ u e  

.. pear the ,Chinese bazaar, with 'a'kigh $i&l -rrnsppme 
minaret, and the other the-Taranchi Ja&jii,$ (dXiEfiiI<p) 

' mosque in the citadel. The . latter , is the'lir&!k3;id 
7 
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tongue, which he accepted ; and we were then taken to 
call upon another Chinese official, an officer of commis- 
sariar who welcomed us with, a smile to his rather 
dirty house, and, when asked to accept a Bible, said he 
had heard of it, as a book, the reading of which would 
do a#rnan good, I showed him my Chinese passport, 
and he said it was well that I had it, as  withoiit 
it 1 might be liable to interference. Looking round 
his room, 4 perceived an important-looking package 

- wrapped up in yellow silk. I learned it was his seal 
of office from his Emperor. He had also a flat box, 
two inches square, with a compass and lid, which, 
when opened, distended a string intended to throw 
a shadow on the box, and thereby act as a pocket sun- 
dial. The officer was dressed in silk, and his manner 
was unusually gay for a Chinaman. My companions 
at once recognized his condition, and told me that if 
he took' only a little wine he very soon became 

, intoxicated, but that the cause of his p ~ e n t  hilarity 

i was opium smoking. On his divan stood an opium 
lamp lighted, so that our visit had disturbed him before 
he had reached oblivion. One object we had in calling 

i 
upon- him wah to ask him to inform the Chinese 
Governor-General at Su-idun that I hoped to have the 
honour of calling upon him on my return journey in 
two pr three days, and when  his was arranged we 
returned to the Consulate to dinner. 

We had now visited some of the religious buildings 
of the town, and I had distributed my books and tracts 
as opportunity s k d .  Mr. Sevier took some to the 
Russian hospital, whither I did not accompany him, 
and 1 heard nothing ,of any prison. This was the 
first town we had entered where Muhammadans were 
so' numerous, and 1 had not yet forgotten the warning 
given me in Omsk as to the danger of offering them 
the Scriptures. Nor did I know haw such a course 
would be regarded by the Chinese. When going to 
the-bazaars next day, however, I took in the chaise 
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offered for :sale a copy of the dospels in e k  
5 kopecks. It was bought a ~ d  immediately e* 
with the result that others came to byy, and & 
whom I had sold retu'rned to purchase r n t w e ; r * / l  
offered the New T e s t h e n t  for 40 
Bible for 60 komcks. and was amused to 

of the ktter from the p&pertiona& thickneTii 
former. I was now besieged by purchas* 

and soon came to the end af my Chinese s t 4  
the Mussulmans showed equal earrerness.to QW 

the Chinese. su6&equently came to - the Co 
Ijurchase more. and I rjresented some Mon 

to diztribute, aid thus, with the many I sold 4 
I gave, it came to pass that 1 emptied in My#j 
three cases of books, add had the 
the first sdesman there of the Word of 

wild horsemen of Tinghis Khan, or the Cos- 

but my books remain as seed that is sowh : idd 
content to wait for an answer to the qubtion, - 
shall the harvest be ? ,r 11 

On Monday morning, September 4ih, we : 
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1 the Cansu1:s servknt and an interpreter to 
;ii-anc~, Chihe ,  and Sart bazaars. The first was 

ble f&.lits' abundance of vegetables and' fruit, 
5 farthings each, and the best apples- 

but tasteless pippins-at the same 
t flat & c k  sold, for a4d. a dozen. These ariEes r 

; oniy a ha~fpena~ each: ~ a n u f a c t k d  goods from 
howkver, were dear,. and even .Russian 

to '6s.' per Ib. I secured . 
re~resentative iewellerv, and .'-' - 'things 2tepssgd fo r  sale were ready-made coffins - 

and aH complete " for £4. Throughout this i , 
.m there is ceaseless movement,. bustle, and ;' 
r the vendors of wares scream oht to the' 

8g one another 'atput and in&-easilig. the general 
L& of the mtless scene.? Among the crowd$, o f :  

n- --- --- - - - - - - -  &- .;hi a ChinGbazaar is of three sorts : first, a. 

; next, a-*uql tttade done at a stall or tzble 
things,'$uch as common soap, mirrors, 

en combs, infeiior , tobacco, needles, handfuIs of 
ussian sweekeats  : dl being packed each . night. . 
mong these gdods we observed snuff for nose and 

b t h - t h a t  is, for sniffing and chewing. It  was done 
in small paper packets at y halfpenny each. Then, 

is the hawking t.rade, carried on from the 
basket, or it  nlzy be from t h ~  hand, selling . 

&&q M s ,  and fruit. I could' see very few Chinese 
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r of silver hair-pins, such as are worn among the 
ans by married women onIy. They are now in 
ritish Museum. 

ature noticeable to a European in the Kuldj 
bazaars is the native restaurants, where those who ca 
face the ordeal may be satiated for 6d The variety o 
dishes in the restaumnts is great. They are 
spiced with saffron, but it is not whetting to the a 
tite to have to pass through the kitchen and see t 
cook preparing the viahds, or swinging the dough, 
we saw one man doing, in pendulous fashion, 
making long twisted oaves. Chinese bread, thou 
white, is u n l e a ~  ri$ badly baked, and ta 
Again, it is not pleasant to remember that the Chi 
eat all kinds of meat, dogs included, so that it is wi 
to give charge pforehand as to what shall be c 
Chinese butchers ~ 1 1  mutton and beef without 
The bones form a separate trade, and are bought b 
the poor, who'make of them soup, and add morsels 

, The  foregoing description of the bazaars of Kul 
does not give a lofty idea of the importance of 
trade, which, in fact, is very small, though there ar 
650 shops in the town. 

W e  were taken from the bazaar through an oil-sh 
to one of the industries of Kuldja, which are at as lo 

-an ebb as the general trade. In this oil factory pre 
sure was brought to bear upon the linseed and mustar 
beea softened by heat, by means of a Iong trunk of 
timber employed in a most clumsy fashion. The oil 
is used for eatin lubrication, and lamps, whiIst the  

as food to oxen. 
i' cake, out of whic the oil has been pressed, is given 

On leaving the bazaars, we were anxious, if possible, 
to get a peep at the Kalmuks. On our way to the  
suburbs, we saw a Chinaman in the street, surrounded 
by a crowd. He had a drum and iron clappers, and 

.was entertaining his abditory by telling stories. On 
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104 RUSSIAN CEA'TRAL ASIA. ', dd 
the previous day we had seen a street acr 4 

' wife was at home with small. but by.*$ 

8 ,  the.Swoman, in the absence of her lord 
, '  -would not sell. She had in her ears, , * 

rings, with stones ; and as she confided 

A XALMUK WOMAN, WITH UATIVS EMSING. . ,'-'m 

- ,was 5 ;  yews old, and had received them 
: marriage, I perceived these could be of no 
I .. manufacture, but reprasentative of Kalmuk 

. . . -- - - -- - . . - . . . . . . .  . 

: . departmentlbf the British M U S & ~ ~ .  
. , Com~aratibelv little is known in detail of &el K d  

.-. - 
assed. that way out of the valley into. Mon wi 

..-&onel. 9rejevalsky: .% . In 1876 he staited fmm kum 



cimens of the skull and horns of this remarkable 
tmal, which is bigger than a donkey. 
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, ,CHAPTER IX., 

, PROM KUXDYA TO ALTYN-IMMEL. 
4 

vbit ta Colonel Mayevsky.-Native preference for Russkn rule, - - 

far it. was dark before we ' 
ling. We Iooked over the-- 

and perceived an attempt at ornamentation of' 
dls, the room of our host being adorned with 

and rugs. We received, moreover, a hearty 
ad great regard for 
vaIs in Asia, though 

t our infantry were better 



108 T .  0 UGH C&NTRA L ASIA. ?'q ,-+ . 

than theirs, but thought the Russian cavalr! 

madeDso excellent a f k t i e r ,  and alluded to the d 4 B  
position in which the Russians were placed w i d  
to the natives of Kuldja, who preferred the lk IC 

to that of their old masters the Chinese. 
When it was decided that Kuldja should be 

back to the Chinese, the inhabitants were 

- .  

the evaiuation, numbers of the inhabitants were a 
gone ; and to show that their hatred of the Chihe* .d 
not subsided, I may add that, after taking ev- 
out of their houses that was of value, they 'set"' 
the remainder, so that their former masters,. o n  t&ii 
possession, should find as little as possible to appi 
priate. One repoit, probably exaggerated, said' % 
nine-tenths of the people were leaving. Means 
the Chinese were doing their best to prevm 

....- ~ - - -  

some travellers hvad bee; way1aYd and an OK. ' 

but I did not learn whether it was a case, Q E , ~  
m y  robbery or of Chinese intimidation. Nothir 





I 10 THROUGH CENTRAL ASIA:. T- 

abilities, and character. 
All classes suffered in the rebellion. The few 

sui-vived lived more especially in Suidun,. which 



e ~ e g a t i b n  in ~ o n d d n  to ' the Chinese ~ove;no; 
.at Suidun. The Russian post-Iiousp is in the 
suburbs,' and not. wishing to take up our heavy 

,tarantas& we had driven into the town'in another r 
vehicle; that we could dismiss, ahd on reaching the 
principal street, I sent my card to the Governor- 
General. W e  were asked to stay where we were, and 
havi,q done so for some minutes, the messenger came 
back to say &at his Excellency was changing his robes, 
agd had summoned h i s  officers of stare. We then 

- wtnt down a narrow street, and were shown into an 
entrance chamber with many attendants, the walls 
being, hung with English and American muskets, 
rusty, old, and apparently 'worthless. Dr. Schuyler 
said the walls of Suidun were wide enough at the top* 
to serve for a carriage road, and, as we approached the 
town, - labourers were increasing their thickness ; 
+h such arms within, the Russians might well laug b!: 

' officer did, sayin that a company of their 
s would set , the E hinese flying. 
st waiting, I changed my dress for the occasion, 
en all was, ready, crossed a yard to enter a 

t 'the opposite side stbod the'great 
ight and left were inen drawn up 
e effect was meant, no doubt, to be 

ainly was curious. My host saluted 
his hands in a " lullaby-baby " fashion, 
us within, and invited us to be seared 

of a table. about 3 feet .square, whilst 
third. Opposite the Tsin-Tsiang, on a 

the Government seal of office, wrapped in 
together with a scroll containing his 

ials. His officers, twelve in number, with 
orders and feathers, stood behind him, perfectly 

one of them fanning presumptuous flies from the 
man's h&d. 'On the table were plates .wit4 

rapes; wafers, and some honeyed cakes, 
. of seed from which oil had been. 

Univ Cam - Digi?ized b y  ~ l c r h s a f f  4 





I Ul 4 
and 
in¶< 
in 7 

Mar 
lette 
govi 
WOU 

, thini 
said 
"Y 
a th 
free 
wha~ 
be ,! 
M a.n 
me$ 
thag 
1pst:t 

' 73  

e- where they had laid' down a line; they had, 
; taken it up again l 
, thought was " progress " with a vengeance, 

'expressed my surprise. Meanwhile, after drink- 
, his Excellency began to smoke a pipe, drawing 
ud through water placed at the bottom of the 

, which he did not hold continually in his hand, 
bok one long, long whiff, and then the bowl was 
ied of tobacco, and taken away by an attendant 

for again. This suggested my asking him 
king of opium were general among the 
He repIied that many practised it, and 

'- 1 expressed a fear that it was working evil in 
he repIied that it was against the law, the 

for breaking whicht was to have one's 
cut. I fancy, however, this was said with 
for in Kuldja (under the Russians, it is true) 
en smoking opium pubIicly, and the materials 

-smoking appeared easily obtainable. 
offered him a Chinese Bible and a MongoIian 

New Testament, which he accepted, after 
at they,(were. From the manner, however, 
e looked at them, I fancy he was a 

After the gushing reception my Petersburg 
secured me at the hands of the Russian 

, 1 had thought, perhaps, this good man 
at the pains to ask if he could do any- 

me, or show me anything, especially as he 
ad received official notice from London. of 

ing. But he seemed not to dream of such 
or to get his official temperature above 
nt, so that our conversation became some- 
specially as what I said in English had to 
ranslated, into Russian and Chinese or 

vice vcvd. It gave time, however, for 
tween the questions, and presently finding 
nothing to ropose for my pIeasure or 1 I asked whet er I might go and see the 
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men building the foraess, 
The first of these trifling +realuests he 
that there were workmen about, and- 
might arise. He asked me, therefore, 
said he would send som 

and taken again to the 

One of the first thi 
in the b-ar was a street 

certain ckisiss of Chines 
dipped the tip of his 

however, to the post-statio 
out of the tom a Chinese 
dashing up to our carriage, one of t h a n  
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118 THROUGH CENTRAL ASlrL, 

and iron one built on the American Howe. 

our official companion reached the frontier 

overtook our vehicle, out in the cold; 

amorig trees, and behind it, risiqg in 
the snowyepeaks of the Trans-Ili or 
This range consists of two long, 

, chains. The northern, of which 





120 THR O UGA? CENTRAL A SIA . 
the Tatar suburb, and new Vierny, the la 
1870, and to which we drove through s 
and fairly level streets, bordered thickly o 
of the footway with double rows of poplars. . 
portions of the town,, regularly laid out, 
built of red fir wood, whilst in the ne 
several houses of brick, including the Go 
the Archbishop's palaces, and the adjacent. 
of them designed, if I mistake not, by M 



unv a suburb in the south of the city, and. among 

afl old Bokhariot camel whip, made of maral skin, 

i. ',bullocks, or Kirghese on camels, bringing rasp- 
f i ts ,  gathered from the surrounding hills, to sell, 
rcW m,uch sometimes as realizes 6s. a day. I think I 
ver met in a public square so many types of coun- 
nance. Cossacks ~redominated-the original settlers ; 

I ,  

e colonists are also a few ~ h u v a s h i ,  Mordvin< 

d- Taranchis, who came from Kuldja after the 
knese devastation of 1864, They do all the menial 
kk, andsome of them have been baptized. Lastly, 
ere are.  Jews and Chinese, come for purposes of 
&. 

the kindness of M. Gourdet I had been furnished 
, Moscow with an introduction to M. VIadimir von 
k r n ,  the Procurator Fiscal, or examining magistrate 
~Vierny, upon whom we called on our first afternoon, ' 

d reeeived ' a  heartv welcome. This gentleman had 

- - 

s of natural history. He had some ~hinese  arrows 
ktate, jade ornaments, and Chinese spectacles of 
h e ,  rubies, and other gems. He not only gave me 

eat deal of information, but also presented me  with k skins and skeletons for the British Museum, also 

i -naive manufacture, and some ~ i r ~ h & e  threads, 
Iled'ta~amzks, made from the tendons yf horses' legs. 
Akn, therefore, we had dined at his house, and learnt 
ch pai-ticulars as we wished to know concerning the 
~wn,. we'returrled to oui. hotel feeling somewhat more 



I 

, . But the so-called " hotel " was a sorr 
consisting of. two men-one to sell sp 
and the other, who had been a soldier, 



': FROM ALTYN-IMMEL TO VIERNY. 123 

F' .. 
@red before me in the character of a baker, though 

cdling was that of a watchmaker. I was 
ed that, being a Lutheran. he acted as 

arne to take us to see the prison, and afterwards 
cattle-market, which p;esented a lively appearance 
men for the most part mounted, and talking I 
not. how many tongues. 

As we approached.Vierny we overtook many cart- r 
kd,s of melons making their way to the town, and the 
&r of melons we saw in the market was surprising. 
k-%on. Ghern Pave us a water-melon for dessert as 

are sold for the dtoderate price of 6s. 
ed, and can be kept for use up to Christmas. 

we also bought grapes, and, sti1I better, 
but luscious nectarines, the latter for a halfpenny 

as .I sat over my writing at night, I ate 
ny as to 'alarm Mr. Sevier, whose medical 
s led him to fear for the consequences. All 

however, and I held with him a medical 
n as to whether no ill-effects having followed 

sthted myself from that time onwad from 
I Asian fruit, and I am thankful to say was not .  

Elinconvenie'nced therebv. 

nce of the Governor. 'kho was away on 0"fficial 
ss during o u i  stay. We called upon the Vice- 

M. Aristoff, who had read of m y  visits to 
of Siberia, and of my distribution of the 
The latter met with his hearty approval, ' 
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in the churches or in 
an gladly showed us ' 

th and our time per- 

the Kirghese New 

be this :-A version of  

8 .  
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I couId hear of no books whatever in 
ghese, and was told that a translation of 
and the sirn~lest of tracts for the Kara 
esl 
WC 

imated at' upwards of 250,000, an! 
juld be hiahlv appreciated ; as also for 

Y .  I a - 
and Kashgai-lans, estimated at from perhaps 
to ~,OOO,OOO, and of whom 4 , m  or 5,000 co 
as summer workmen into Semirechia. On 

Societies ; with what result has yet to appea 

I brought the matter before the 
Religious Tract and the British and Forei 

' Thus we had a refreshing rest at Vierny, 
some pleasant acquaintances, and when we I+.'-W 
morning I felt we should have cause to 1- 
thereon as- one of the green spots of our journk# 

Ka. 
the 
Ter 
soc 
H 

rass version to the idioms and spelling of the Kirg 
Gospel of Matthew being printed in 18r8, and tht 

tament in 1820, at Astrakhan, at the expense of 
:iety. It was this version, I believe, that I 
3rghese." 



pk,:ur I,, ! I CHAPTER XI. 
w>- :- 
&y#,~ .'.- T U B  K I R G H B S E .  

.nee of Kirghese nomads to Hebrew patriarchs.-Prim-l 
mrader of the steuue.-Existence there of Biblical customs : 

of Hebrew pastoral life, and suggest& source of Kirghege 

was with keen interest that I approached the 
nts of the Kirghese. As a Biblical student 
occurred to me how intensely interesting it 
he to witness people living in a stage o f .  

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, than if I had gone 
soil those mtriarchs trod, because the elements 

e have been less b;sily at work in the 
steppe than in the Holy Land. Since 

's7dq the .Land of .Promise has seen the 









& such things as tliese left thereon, or on Muham- 
&a graves further south. I well remember, 

,o. : - 
irefore s r ~ ~ ~ G t s  itseIf whether these offerings left.- . 

r,-finding sweetmeats, and coins, in E a s t h  
. on the graves of the Buriats. and the thought 

v. . A Kirghese, hbwever, is prod&t of his 
often covered with silver, and'from which hang 

hese women, 1 believe, are never veiled closefy, as with 

$ r i ~ b e  kirgKese dress like the other natives of Central , 
Nupadays, those who are at all well off have 

kts, but the poor continue to wearnext the skin their 
*PZ, as they call it;or khukut, closely resembling a . 
& dressinggown, over which as many other like 
mhents are worn as the weather requires. Their 
msers, ,both for met, and women, are of buff or u 
&sh 1 leather, immensely .wide and bagm, called ' '  

, and wallets for money, powder, bullets, knife . 
rtindcr box, the whole apparatus being called Rat&. - 
The women dress much like the rnen,'except that : 
r under-garmeq~ resembles a close-fitting shirt. ' 

rove this they wear a khalat. The poor women . 
&the their heads with calico, forming a combination .of - 

0 apd bib ;. but the rich s e a r  a square head-dress 
e-proportions, enveloped in a white veil trimmed - 

gold." The hair is in small braids, and 
ed with coins and tinkling ornaments. T o  these 

may not be added necklaces, bracelets, etc. ; 
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neck in the form of a kernel, cylinder, or triad 
containing Muhammadan writing, or perhaps, 
given by the husband at the time of mairi 

The Kirghese are *essentially a nation. 
. ,and breeders of cattle, and think it a " co 
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mite depends on the t i m e d  year and the state of theill 
grass, but, generally speaking, up to the middle 
the summer, it is further and further from 

- +nter quarters, to which they return by .,stages 
I 





unwatched, feeding on the salt soil herbage. We saw 
several apparently thus left. In July or August the- 
men descend ta gather their cropsj and then pay 
ano the~  visit to the mountains before winter, to gather , 

the later harvest there. In the Orenburg district, if 
- the grass is good, the summer nomads are distributed 

pretty equally over the whole steppe ; but if there is 
drought in the south, then masses of Kirgbese, in 
their search for grass and water, proceed to the 
extreme north of the steppe, a distance of 600 or 700 
miles froin their winter quarters on the Syr-daria. 

These wanderings the Kirghese call perokocltevh, 
and they are thus conducted. The  pasture in the 
neighbourhood being exhausted, first by the camels 
biting off the tops of the grassy stems, followed by the ,  
horses, which gnaw the grass closer, and the sheep, 
which nibble it down to the roots, one or two of the 
mouhted young men are sent from the aud to select a 
suitable spot for a new encampment, and to clear out 

. the wells. This done, the women pack the kibitkas, 
' the head of the household merely looking on, whilst 
the other men f0r.m. the cattle into droves. The camp ' 
is packed, and starts before dawn, the good woman of 
the family riding in front. We met one old l?dy in 
this honourable position, mounted astride a bullock, 

looking anything but graceful. After her came the 
er women, one young girl, I remember, sitting on a - 

se covered with a gay saddle-cloth, and wearing 
best clothes, as is usual on such occasions. On 
camels are packed carpets, sanzuvars, tents, etc,, 
whole being made to wear a festive aspect. Since 
he cattle do not move at the same pace, the herds 

soon straggle, so that a moving ascl may occupy a 
ll6ngth of several miles. Generally speaking, the men 
during a march ride somewhere off the road, or gc 

. hunting. The length of a stage is from rg to 1 7  
; miles, having done which they rest awhile, as also on 

summer afternoons, for an hour. The atcl then again 



aoves forward, traversing a h t  2 ~ ~ d l e d  
When stationary,, the herda a m , m M r  
morning, and are -driveii ro -&.ciC. asturn 
shepherds, who biin$ &em bacR i n -  
Cows. sheen and p a s  are milked 4 

A Y 

nlv. but mare: - ---- - 0 -  J -  

in which latter case only a .small quamti&s 
each time. The lambs and kids are sonakdd 
in extempore -.folds, ar wader near ,the I 

i by children, who not mfrequently make- 
di them inside the. tents.. . - 

->. 
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to one wife. Some have €wo w three; 
four. Generally' the eldest brother of .el-. 4 
more than one. T h e  first wife is mi$@ 
household, and is called bbibiche. To  her a 

: not only her husband's otb* wives,: br* ah:,&Gt 
other females of the familv. The head 0f.a U - .-- 
will often send a por~i& i f  his herds several &id 
of miles away under the care of this wife; w 

. - 
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bride for the first time, 
great importance, in that 
contract-so securely, in 
grmm die thereupon, the gi 

In some places, before the b 
father gives a family feast, clothes 
rich robe, mounts him on a good h 
of saddles and harness, 'and sends 
mullah's prayers for the traveller's safety. 
the bride's a d ,  the young man stat& his b 
asks permission of her father to pi 
This he does for about three days, during. 
gains over the women by 'present 
private 'interview with his 
see each other for the firs 
the hadim and the kht have bee 
virtually closed, and neither can. 
some little difficulty. The intervi 
night, and supposed to b 
to whom the bridegroom g 
right of visiting his betrothed by day. 

bridegroom die, or refus 
are bound to take her for t 
-usually a camel-in case 
no brothers, the dakirn has to 
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,: I h ~ s &  comes o~ hokeback t 
f;lpeii<~ion . 4 ,p toenter. t his being cefasm&; 

I : 'it weye, by force,, Gd rakes her 
-.-i.:l'F~ r r , . - .  - hk,p~ ,happy completion of a 

., :&qq$gg Kirghse  by fe 
; #5,ne%ly7manied , are abo 

-i&eqbles ;' the . f q t h r  ,puts his d 
, , Ghitk': he leads to the .side of 

8 ebart, amid women's tears . t .:'> -F 

eakds cqrying the trdu , 1. , ..,:.:.- 
I &rs uiealth which a fxther giv 

P. , . r marriage.. On arrivrt~g at 
father gives a feast. Close at 

, but usually of less v 

only once, a sornewl 
each *mpetitioq of the 
rises higher. The 6 h  

: 0 .  man, a,. _c -- ., - - +hen shk i u q s  the age of tm&& 
K- a,,,, ,L , i.3?%- * IQkniiidine~ one how Isaac brought kebekzh & 5 
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i husband of her own choice ; but at that 
ife, in the steppe, she is considered to have 

which .usually. ;' :', 

ntention. For .' I, ' -  ,- 
ng among others are adinis-.;':. 

-causes--(I) ,' Mutual agreement. The husband ' ' 
his, wife to marry another man on condition:: ' . 

and costs. - The document,;: 
en t is called balag-kagaz, '6 <: 
ike the &flXtov &qoma~iov; ! :  :;+* 

Isaiah 1. I ; Mark x. 4.)-''41~ 
her parents, the father i.s,-;-.~:. I 1:  

urn to the husband half the k a I i ~  paid for,. !. 7 .  

other half on the moment of her marryihg;.'l'.- 
sum paid to him, or  he^.: ".. 
ive a paper of separati~n~;.,, . ' 

likewise, (3) the husband,; 
(as in Deut. xxiv. I), may-' 
for a kalim. This looks,. ' -  
he woman's conient..&eie 

. 

dowry, but her future 
the first. In former 
in their. observance . 

barn#&, or levirate ' 
er die, and leave' a . 
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Ah: to  point out .firther illlistrations in things that 
w under my own observation. 

be dd~estament ,  being always hsed In connection with marriage, 
1 the latter word for a gift generally. The custom obtained also at 
. W e  of the promulg.ation of the law, in which we read (Exod. xxii. 17). 
1 the do- of virmns." and which evidently had not disappeared in 

& me thinks..af course. of the auesion of the Sadducees (Mark Kii: 

!uId tnk= his z f e ,  aad'raise up seed unto his bfother." But thougt) 
sea wrete thjs (in Deut. x r ~ .  31, the custom had existed as far back 
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- CHAPTER XZZ. 

A VISIT TO T - E  ~ V Q M A ~ S .  

. Visit to Kirghese & Suigati.-Their tent$.-A Kirghesq 
MiIk and other beverages, with flour food.-A mu 
Kimhese noliteness. and right of arecedence.-Connu 

4 

EXPRESSED to the authorities in Sel;;d I my wish to visit a Kirghese aul, wher 
. . Troitzkv. the Pomosh~e'R-~vezdi-~achC~ik, or! 

, th'e wilderness at Suigati, where he As "to b - 
meeting of Kirghese representatives 
elect their bis or judges. On our arriving tb 
smiles of the post-master told US we were e q  
and we made for M. Troitzky's tent. It  was A 

will 'better app&iate if -1 desciibe how a I@& 
tent is erected. I chanced in the Ili valiey to 
woman begin to put up her tent, and so 
I that I would not stir from the spot till, n6te- 
in hand, I had witnessed the whole operation. . . Ld 
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'The component parts of a -kibitka are feIt and 
ztting, wherewith to cover a framework that consists 
a linteI and side-posts for a door, and pieces of 
llis-work, surmounted by poles fastened to a central 

a. A piece of the trellis-work (called Kircga, as I - 
down the name phonetically from the woman's 

-mouth) resembles a pair of lazy-tongs, or, better still, 
an  English child's toy on which he moves his little 
company of soldiers, the wooden laths or poIes forming 
the trellis being fastened with a leather ' thong where 

.. . & ,they cross. Four 01 these Rimka, tied together 
- and 'expanded so as to stand about 4 feet hi h..- made, with the doorway, a circle about 6 pace  

&: diameter, and the whole was girded by a broad ban ,'- of worsted. Then was hoisted, perhaps g feet high,. 
over the centre, a wooden hoop, called chw~mhh, 

, to serve as chimney, ventilator, and window, into the 
hales of which were thrust the ends of 1ong.wooden 

- staves called ookh, the other ends being tied ts the 
trellis-work, so that, when the woman had tied 5 5  
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at the feast that followed his funeral, 
raised the heap on .that .day to his memory." * t 

Arrived atA the aul, we entered the first tent, the 
.owner of which made me welcome, and I began to 
make note of my surroundings. On the trellis-work 
were hung all sorts of suspendible things-basins, 
'bags, harness, firearms, leather bottles, skins, clothes, 
and a Kalmuk bass, or box in which to put cups and 
basins, to be slung on the back of a camel, Behind 
tne were rolls of felt, cushions, carpets, and trunks 
full of effects, one box of Russian manufacture, with 
a good deal of metal thereon, being pointed out as 
something worthy of remark, the like to which is 
found only in the tents of the rich. In the middle 
of the tent' a huge open saucepan does duty as the 
principal, if not the only, cooking utensil, whilst 
p u n d  this stand krrgam or ewers of metal some- 
chlng like an English coffee-pot, and clumsy pails mad? 
af leather, sometimes having a lip. I caught sight, 
moreover, of a curious staff, the size of a broom- 
handle, inlaid with brass and steel, with an ornamented 
top, 2 spans long and 14 round, that was used to stir 
the kumiss. 

Some of this drink was offered us in a basin, and 
h r  the first time I tasted soured mares* milk. My 
Peetotal conscience led me to ask first whether it 
was intoxicating, and I was told " No." On the other 
'hand, I certainly have read that some kind of alcoholic 
drink is prepared from mares' milk. Perhaps it 
becomes so when distilled, or when old and' further 

7 

fermented, in which last-mentioned condition they 
said it acquired astringent properties, whereas when 
new it is aperient. 1 detected nothing alcoholic in 
its taste, and liked it fairly well. Skviei pronounced 

A living illustration, I thought, of patriarchal times, when Laban 
and Jacob's brethren made a hea of stones for a memorial between 
them, md ate thereon ; or when os\u%oi pitched twelve memorial stones 6 in Gil@ (Gen. xxxi. 46, and Jos . iv. aa ; see also vii: 26; viii. 29). 
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$&ko for 

would have been .his wife in attendance, had 
dining en famille. On my left sat a sultan 

, - amerly had,been chief in these parts), and four 
others of note ;, on my right were seven be, and in 
h n t  some aristocratic youths; whilst in the oufer 
circIe, " below the salt " and standing, was a crowd of 
lookers-on. Accordingly, when the meat was brought, 
the dishes were put before us according to our 
supposed rank ; one to myself, Mr. Sevier, and the 
Russian officer; another to the sulta'ns' party ; a third 
for the judges ; and so on. I heard nothing of "grace 
before meat," but, dishes placed, I never saw anything 
to exceed the alacrity with which they were cleared. 
Hands were knives, and fingers were forks, the meat 
being torn from the bones as by the teeth of hungry 
dogs. On such occasions as this, it is a piece of 
Kirghese politeness for a superior or an elder to take 
p handful of pieces of meat from his dish and stuff 
them into the mouth of an inferior or younger guest 
-an elegancy I saw practised on another, but which, 
1 suppose, my position precluded being exercised on> 
myself. 

After the meal, as d s o  before, an attend 
round a basin and ewer for all to wash the 
and aIthough there was room for doubt whe 
fingers were the cleaner before or afte 
grimy cloth intended for a towel, yet remembering 
that in the New Testament times forks were not 
invented, sand that equals then ate with their fingers 
out of one and the same dish, I confess that seeingWthe . ' 
custom in the Kirghese tent led me rather to sympa- 
thize with the Pharisees, .to a degree I had. not 
previously done, in their observance of the custom 
when they came from the market, of not eating except 
they had first washed their hands (Mark vii. 3 ; 
Luke xi. 38)' 

* Our location in the tent likewise, and senring of classes apart, was 
so Ear reminiscent of Joseph dining with his brethren, that they set on for 
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Dessert in the desert .comes before instead cdf 

apricots, pistachio nuts, raisins 
over, I continued to apply myself to getting in 
tion. My inquisitiveness in 
ask what was behind some ' 

in the second tent as to w 

whilst they informed me 
and then came out the su 
that I had none, ,which see 

very we11 posted in Sm 
- told-them that our cows c 

them. And so i t  did, but the answer led to 
question that utterly non-plussed me, for they, 
to know how much milk a twenty-pound cab. 
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e in a day! Had I known the correct quantity, 
ould have beendifficult for me to have translated it 
mpore into a Russian standard ; and as fop Kirghese 

measure+well, I doubt if they have any. W e  there- 
' &re proceeded to the " next question," which was 
- whether we had nomads in England who were judged . 

9 by 6; ? also whether the English and Russians were 
ruled by the same Emperor, and if not, were we 

* neighbours and friends ? to which I was-pleased to be 
able to reply that though we were not under the 
Emperor, and could hardly be called neighbour 
that we certainly were friends. 

I now asked for a song, which was no sooner 
than some women put their heads in at the do 
'we soon had a full house. 

On- the occasion of my visit none of the women 
Osang, but two men exercised their powers by extem- 
lporizing a song aimed at the judges, the burden of 
which was that formerly their bis were chosen with 
reference to age and integrity, whereas now it was 

. solely for pelf; and this hit was emphasized 
comparison of a lion and a mouse, to show that 
persons were chosen to office instead of the 
Others of their sentiments were that " a man who 
rides one horse can also lead another" ; that " a bear 
is as strong as a lion " ; and that " he cares little for a 

0 gbod horse who feeds him badly," I asked 
would like to hear an English song, and gav 
"God Save the Qsleqn," whereupon I was not 
pleased to find that, though they knew nothing of 
England, nor whether I was, with the Russians, a 
fellow-subject of the Tsar, yet they had heardl of 
Queen Victoria, and asked about the Heir Apparent. 

I took occasion in this tent to inquire respecting 
their religion,. concerning which Levshine says that it 
is difficult to decide whether it be Muhammadan, 
Pagan, or Manichean. All recognize a supreme 
Creator, but some worship Him according to the Koran ; 

Univ Calif - Digitized b y  Microsoft @ 
3 



1 9  

Shaitan " is still em 
In the Russian 

as Muhammadan 

had distributed 
marked so as r 

to make them 



A VISIT TO TUE NOMABS. 153 

y on the shoulders of every 
ir being always on the right. 

1 the man does, and write the 
pective books, which at death 

who decides whether the good 
gives sentence accordingly ; 
e fire, and the others to the 

fe in the world of spirits, where 
ey can desire. 

It was then my turn to tell them the Christian 
creed; how for the putting away of man's sin Jesus 
Christ came into the world and made atonement 
on our behalf, offering us freely the benefit of what 

r. He has done; and then, by way of showing them 
how thoroughly I believed in this, I went .on to say 
'that I had travelled sdme thousands of versts to spread 

. this news, in doing which I had distributed more 
1 than ~oo,oa, publications. I hoped, therefore, that 

[ they would read the book I was leaving, and that we 
, might hereafter meet again. How much they appre- 
I , hended of what I said I am'not at all sure, for I spoke 
. in French to M. Troitzky, who turned my speech 

into Russian, and then communicated it through his 
. - Kirghese interpreter ; and the reply travelled back to .' me, by the same channel, to the effect that we all come 

from one Parent, that God is merciful, and that for a 
Xttle good in us H e  pardons the evil. I tried to trace 
&is pardoning love to Jesus Christ, whereupon one of 
them brought forward a Muhammadan book, in which 
the Christian prophet was spoken of. This was all 
done with perfect good temper, and apparently without 
offence, b u ~ I  was told afterwards that Nogai Bi, who 

I had accompanied us, was a fanatic, and often harboured 
L in his dwelling ht+a, or religious pilgrims, who have 

, been to Mecca, and who, when discovered by the 
Russians, are sent about their business, because of 

t their evil political influence, and because they fleece 
i the  people. 
L - 
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finished our visit 

Kirghese to an oath. 
one's soul." 

decide cases not inv 
Thus I had arr 

occasion, for the K 

volost. Their o 
kibitkas, as also a volostnoi, or chief of the va'lc!siib 
The first thing to be done on the present occasion m# 
to call these representatives from out of the crwb i l  

name, the 6k severally testifying as to their i d e w -  '. 
M. Troitzky then asked the representatives, of wkxm 

there were 27, and all sitting in front of his tent dmr, 
how much they would pay their chief per a n n u a n  
Three hundred roubles was the sum first propose& 
and then 5m, with some dissentients, who w= 
requested to rise, and who did so to the number of $+ 
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ody.  Five hundred roubles, or Eso, being carried, 
they were asked how much they would allow the chief 

s m~kZah, or secretary, and how much for his 
&@it, or mounted messenger; whereupon they voted 
E6 for each. T h e  emoluments of the office being 
settled, they proceeded to elect the officer, M. 
T.roitzky first reminding them that the ofice would 

- k held for three years, and that they should, therefore, 
be careful to choose a good man A table was placed 

i 
at the door of the tent, and on it two hats half covered 
with handkerchiefs, to prevent the contents being 
seen, whilst before it, in a semicircle, were seated the 
2 7  representatives, to each of whom was given a nut, 
to be placed in the receptacle for ayes or noes. M. I 
Troitzky told me that on a previous occasion he had 

;* endeavoured to ensure privacy of voting by having 
I - QVO basins for ayes and noes put in his tent, but that 
7 dome of the rascals had taken the nuts from one basin 

I * &to place in the other. The names of four candidates 
here  proposed, and on the first being named, aged 

: all gave "their pebble" for him but three; in the cas 
the second candidate the numbers were exactly 

I versed ; the third candidate secured 2 1  votes in 
: favour, but the fourth only 7, the election ending 

favour of Nogai Bi, who, according to old-lash 
Kirghese custom, ought to have been, like a b 

j 
groom, nearly stripped, 'then and there, by congratula- 
tory friends of everything upon him, and his belon 
seized by one and another as a keepsake. But he was ' - 
a rich man, and powerfully built, and when they sur- 

-' rounded him with congratulations his demeanour soon 
showed that he personally thought the custom more 
honoured in the breach than in the observance. 

Thus  ended this part of the day's proceedings, and 
' we were taken into the tent for refreshment and to 
! talk over what we had seen. I t  was very clear that 
I M. Troitzky had no sinecure, for he was single-handed 

I in so far that he had no Russian help, but only that of 
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one or two Kirghese interpreters. In  his u y e d  
were 25 volosts, containing in all 40,000 tent 

' these he had to inscribe, and help to choos 
officers. He was telling us of his multifarious 
when he was suddenly called to  action by some 
rushing into the tent, to report a fight going on. - r::* 

Now the Kirghese laws concerning personal o w  
are better defined than some others. Thus, to 
a senior has to b e  atoned for by the fine of a 
or. bowing to the ground ro ask pardon. To 

. equal entails having to ask forgiveness only, and i-, 
behind a person's back does not count, but. P* 
children are punished as the parents may desire. . -I?-+ 

In  the present instance M. Troitzky quickly- 
the tent, and I wondered what gentle m e t h & l ~  
persuasion he, the only European there be it 
bered except ourselves, would use to pacify ther- 
combatants, surrounded as they were by h u n d r h *  
these Kazaks, whose very name bespeaks &tq? 
ruffians. Would he place himself between, and m d  
them to be reconciled ? Not a bit of it ! I l+M 
tent a minute later t o  see what he would do, M. 
behold! he had sprung upon his horse, rushed W 
the crowd, and, whip in hand, was dealing out b k d  
right 'and left, and scattering the crowd like a p&T 
of curs. His interpreters folldwed suit, and -4 

. speedily had everyone taken to his heels, that .it. 
not easy to find the combatants. M. Troitzky 
returned to the tent, having given oiders that the& 
who began the quarrel should be brought to 
One was led hrward, shaking % in his 
declaring that it was not he who provoked the 

- ' whereupon the Russian officer adroitly 
"Very well ; then go and find me the man who.did?.'' 
This he left the tent to do, whilst we went on ow 
way. 

1 I 

I.. 
- 



CHAPTER XI I I. 

FROM VIERNY 7'0 2 1  SNKEND. 

Departure from Viemy.-Journey to Kastek.-Branch road to Issik- 
Kul.-Arrival at Suigati.-Nogai Bi's cattle.-The River Chu.- 
An aul of Kirghesc.-Birth and naming of children.-Pishpek 
botanical gardun.-Setting a Yemstcliik's leg.-Aulie-Ata.-Kir- 

.ghese wares, industries, and commercial customs.-Visit to Aulie- 
At+ tomb.-Maammadan qfIerings and .religious feasting.- 
Analogies in Christendom.-Departure -from Aulie-Ata.-Journey 
n l~gg  the ArisrZhimkent uyed, itr houses and chief town.- 
Road through gardens.-Arrival at Tashkend. 

w E left Vierny at 10 o'clokk on September 8th 
to continue our journey westwards, our good 

friend M. von Ghern trotting by our side to give us 
a '  ~uss ian  farewell. I t  was beautiful weather for 
travelling, and not too hot by day, but it became chilly 
immediately after sunSet, and by the small hours of the 
morning grew cold enough to make one thankful in 
the tarantass for an Ulster and shawl. . .For some 
distance out of the town the land was cultivated on 
,bath sides of the road, and beside some of the settlers' 
dwellings were stacks that might have been mistaken 
for peat, but were in reality kiziak, or dried dung, that 
is still used as. fuel by the natives, even in wooded 
localities. On our left were the mountains, partially 
covered with forests, whither many of the inhabitants 

o to live in chaets in summer, and the governor of 
%e province among them. At our firit station, 
Kiskilenskaia, we were offered pretty ornameilts of 
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Had w e  intended ro visit Lake Issi k-Kul, this 
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h been the point from which to turn our faces south . 
s aver the Kastek Pass, 3,300 feet high, to the 
waters of the Chu, dong the bed of which .the . 

road rung through the Buam defile, called by the 
es the Happy Pass, to the station Kutemaldi. 

e beauty of this defile is. greatly extolled by 
avel lers ;  The road then skirts the northern shore 

the Issik-Kul, between its extreme western and 
h eastern points. 'I.. - ;L--'-& 

=r' L, 

THE BUAM PASS 

L '  

r . .  - From Kastek or Sam-Su, where we had arrived z w  r 
7- - 

r even, the old post-road would have led us up into 
-. the mountains to Tokmak, and then .on to Pishpek, a 

route that M. von Ghern had been desirous that, I . 
should .take, with a vikw to seeing the Kara-Kirghese 

- in their native haunts. But the road was said to be 
- almost too bad for a carriage, arid I had determined 
- accordingly to keep to the lower road, which had been 

made in 1870 to avoid the steep and dangerous 
gradients of the old route. Accordingly we drove 
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and 1,- she. 
numbers need 
miIlions of cat 

of which he 
secured orie of 
British Museum." 
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together a considerable collection of trees, shrubs; 
plants indigenous to the region, and that he 4 
making experiments with a view 04 introducin 
As it was upcertain when M. Fetissof woul 2 otu' retur& 
J determined not to stay at Pishpek, but push a& 
through the night, now warmer than h e m t o k e  
Morning found us still skirting the mountain range 
had had on our left a11 the way from Viemy. , I t  - 
a continuation of the Trans-Ili Ala-Tau that, west d 
the Buam Pass, is called the Alexandrof range. Jud@ 
by its Alpine vegetation; it appears to be from 9,000 m 

of the night we passed S u k h k ,  .a 
score or more of houses, and arrival 
ace Ak-Su, near which is a villa= 
with wide streets lined by willom, 

with a church, a school, and nearly a hundred houses, 
occupied for the most part by Russian colonists from 

Varonej and from Little Rus& 
two stations further, at Chaldavar, 
two " Astrakhan !' melons, that wem 
, and by breakfast time we had 

reached Merke. I t  is not many years since the liem 
okmak and Aulie-Ata, with dk 

sed to form the left flank of t.he ' 
stan. Now all wears an .aspect d 

eace. Colonies have been settled about some of&! 
woods constantly appex, &ie 

the surrounding country is dottiad 
f Kirghese labourers, and Mwk 

e presence of' post-office a d  & 

antage of the presence of these latter& 
viduals to send a telegram to General Kolpakovsky, 
for not until now had we reached the frontier of his 
General Government of the Steppe, and were about to 
pass out of Semirechia into Tuikistan. I could not 
but feel how much I owed to his Excellency's care and* 



n . T  , 
a I 
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. &tention. All had gone well, and I telegraphed to 
1 dank him, and to say how much I had enjoyed my stay. 

We were delayed for an hour or two at Merke for 
I : the repair of the box I had fastened in the rear of 

the tarantass, and wherein I had stowed my saddle. 
This post-house was a vast improvement upon any of 
those we had recently seen, and was kept by a Pole, 
who bought a New Testament. From the next station, 
Munkinsk, we gave a lift to the starosta, who seized 

the opportunity of our c o ~ i n g  to start on '2 journey, 
j' and begged for a place on the luggage vehicle, which. 
' vehicle, two stations further on, thr6atened to delay us 

ehrough the tire of the fore-wheel coming aImost OK 
Fortunately we found a wayside smith, whof quickly 

- put it to rights for e~,, pleading by way of apology for 
his cha es that coal was dear, as indeed it well might 
be, we 7 t ought, in such an outlandish place. 

At the next station, Moldabavsk, we had drunk tea, 
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and were preparing to start, when one of the .  
,kicked a Tatar yemstchik and fkictured his led 
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make and use, among which were native hats, boots, 
' and bridles, some ~ d e  jewellery for ear-rings, orna- 

mental tassels for suspending in the tent, and a piece 
of female headgear called a tars, to hang in-a doubl 
row across the breast of' an under- arment, also f tchzptikup, or wooden receptacle, in w ich to suspen 
a basin when travelling. I bought specimens of 
these. I also saw exhibited a drink called ai 
made of whey sweetened with honey and cooled 
ice ; likewise tursds ,  or goat-skins, for holding liq 

The manners' of the people were as novel to 
their wares. Here was a man striving to allay t 
dust, not with a water-cart, but by carrying a skin 
wAter, and sputtering it out of the aperture. Behi 
the charcoal fire 6f a Kirghese smith sat an unfortu 
individual, whose cdling in life was to blow 
bellows, consisting of two leather bags he had to p 
:alternately for 1 2  hours a day, and for which he 
paid 2s. a week. At many of the stalls they exhib 
in cages, for 8d. each, quails or other small birds ca 
by hawks. They teach them to sing and to fight,: 
specimen of the latter exhibition they wished to show 
me, but I declined. A little further I noticed another 
cvriosity in the case of a hawk, through whose eyelids 
they had passed and tied a piece of thread in such a 
way as to draw the lids nearer together for a day or 
two, the object, I was informed, being to ;onverge the 
axis of vision, so as to improve the bird for hawking 
purposes. The  market prices did not strike one as 
exorbitant. For soap was asked z id ,  and potatoes &a! 
per Ib. Large radishes cost $d, each. Salt, found 
in the neighbourhood, cost IS. 3d. per c~vt., and barley 

I IS. 6d per cwt. Timber, however, was expensive, a 
crooked log, 10 feet long by 6 inches in diameter, 
being valued at qs., and a roughly-made wooden bed- 
stead at as much as 24. 

Everything had to be purchased of course by hag- 
gling, fixed prices being unknown, and 1 observed in 
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the course of my purchases an illustration of a c w  
as old as the time of Job (xvii. 33, that of '' std&&;;: 
hands " in connection with suretyship or agreema&#*' 
A man had asked me too much for an article, and ik 'I 
Russian officer, who accompanied me, offered a wad 
price, and then, after the Kirghese custom, held 'M 
his hand, whereupon the salesman, hesitating ' + '> 
moment, raised his hand, and, in token that he 
to the bargain, bra it down with a slap on-'* . 

-ofider's palm. We ~ k e d  to pass a barber's shw 
-4 

: *here a man, after having water poured on his h q l  : 
was shaved without soap with a Chinese razor, a& 
then put through. a series of squeezings like those: ' 
experienced in a Turkish bath, this Eastern barber, m. 
usual, ending by kneading his body, pulling his jo-im&' 

' slapping his back, and cracking 'his knuckles. W l d b  ' 
witnessing this operation my eyes fell upon a pair dl 
pincers, the length of curling-tongs, and nearly p o d ;  

"ful enough to extract a tenpenny nail. I made bd$ . 
.to ask what they were for, and was told they we= 
,for extracting teeth which so tickled my fancy, that I 
bought them forthwith as a curiosity. 

_ The " lion," however, of Aulie-Ata is the tomb 4 
the local patron saint, that gives its name to the tam< 
The Kirghese make much of the resting-places of &e 
dead. Aulie-Ata (holy father) is said to have be= 
a certain Kara khan, and a descendant of the Shdkk 
.Ahmed Yesavi. We went out to the cemetery, md 
. found there two principal tombs, That of the s a h y  
said to'have been buried goo years ago, is buitt i$ 
dried ornamental bricks, is of no architectural beaut& 
and is fast falling 10 ruin. The doors leading to h 
tomb are carved, and thereare remains on the w d b  oE ' 

ornamented plaster. Near at hand was erected a pole 
. with a banner, called a bairak, usually placed about 

the tombs of saints, and also near were rams' skulk 
and horns, the remains, perhaps, of offerings. When , 
thus placed en a mmb, horns indicate that those buried 



k m c  saints w heroes, or at any rate powerful or 
~!$erninenl persons. . Alexander the Great, who lives in 
idhe traditions of .the people further south, is called 
'"' the double-horned one," as in other parts of the 
East, I am told, because an his coins are the horns 
of Jupiter Arnmon. This also illustrates the fre 
mention in Scripture of the horn as a symbol of 

We were near coming in .for a feast as we appr 
the next tomb, that of Aulie-Ata's son, for there were 
gathered about it a sn~all crowd of women and chil- 
dren, who had come there to pray and eat a 
As it was to be my first and prabably my only visi 
wanted of course to see the place, and for that purp 
pushed my way into the enclosure, among the wo 
and children, but committed thereby, I fear, a breach 
of Oriental etiquette, for the women crowded together, 

, and hid their faces, leaving, however, an eye uncovered, 
/that they might have a p o d  look at the strangers, but- 
without bestowing a reciprocal favour upon us. I V P ~ <  4 ;  then learned that several club twether and buv a?::.. 
sheep, and bring it here, usuallyOon Thur 
&at, and hold a feast.' 

' We drove out of AulieAta about noon on T 
September rqth, having before us a journey 
200 miles to the capital. A djiguitt prec 
thanks to the courtesy of the local. authorities 
us the burial-place of Aulie-Ata, already referred to. 
Having examined the tomb, we crossed the p 

This reminds one of those ewish feasts in which religious cere- &! 
monies were to be accornpanie d with eating and rejoicing before the 
Lord (Deut. xii. IS), and illustrates the doings of the Israelites before 
the $olden calf, when they offered burnt-offerings, and brought peace- 
.offerin s, and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to 
play (fro& xxrii. 6). Thm is Ja .the case of Aaron, and all the 
elders of Israel, eating bread with Mo~es '  father-in-law "before God " 
(Exod. xviii. 19). It is- interesting to notice that a remnant of this 

' practice still lkgers in at least one branch (and that one the most 
corrupt, perhaps, that 1 Ibrue seen) of the Christian Churcli-namely, 
the Armeman. The charge i s  sometimes brought that they continue 
to &er animal sacrifices; but, upon inquiring o-f an intelligent Armenian 
In the Caucasus, he told-me that what they do is the lingering remnant 
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south-westerly direction for 3 0  miles, and drar: 
the third station, .Tersk, on the stream of gh 
We were now approathing the watershed 
its rivers an one side into the Talas, and oi 

' other into the Jaxartes;. The surface here aria. 
yas somewhat - tineven, as we were reminde4-d 
spot by the driver, who coolIy suggested opr ,i 
out, informing us that he-was going to dash 1~ 
place where it was very possible - our coaclf;J 
unset. The vehide came to no harm. howewer; 
we had a pleasant evening's drive, the horizon 
left bein bounded by one of the western spurs 
Thian S f an, the Talaskp Ala-Tau .mi 

After leaving Ttrrsk; our r o ~ d  proceeded $4 
. 47 miles almg the, course of the u p p  wqqy 

the Aris to the station Yas-Kichu, through a .~ 
valley that cuts off from the Urtak mountai 
affshoot of the Thian Shan, that forms the . 

.Tau. 
"f 

We passed over the road near the ~ r i s  d& 
night. and so well did we travel, that between drm 
tea at Tersk a1 
kent, we accomplished 8; milks. Early in tLeJ3q 
occupation the uyezd o f  Chimkent had a, 
population of 17,493 tents, This was in 1868,: ?l 
the city of Turkistan was included in the uyerd,:< 
the number'of occupied houses in tke two towns + $ 

- bered only 3,467. Ten years later it amcuncecj,! 
7,474, showing ,an increase of 4,009 inhabited ho4 

nonites had lately s 
and had received a goodlv  ort ti on of lAd. - . 2" .A I. ~,....,ni -MI 

The town of ~hEnkedt 'has a population of- +&i*,:: 
8 : ti. 

of a heathen practice found in existence by the early teachen 
Christianity in the Caucasus, and which those missiondes did 
forbid; but that in the present day i t  is not until after the service 
their great festivals that the people slay the animals theyham bmu 
and so feast tomther. 



P X O W  VIBLPNY 70 TA SHXEN.. , 169 

esents little that is remarkable, except d lofty 
, .of which I saw nothing as we drove through 

#town and bazaar in the very early morning. 
post-statim is povided with a double number of 

es, and bas additional importance by reason of its 
g at the jkction of the two roads from Orenburg 

Sernirechia, the distance from Petersburg by 
former being 2,612 miles, and by the route I had 

&&welled 4,.720 miles. 
{-:I We had nothing to - detain us at Chimkent, and 
)l~'&refore posted on 10 miles further to Ak-Tash. 
1 subsequently arcended from an altitude of 1,650 
;'-* over a number of hills, and about noon arrived 

at the station Ekkler-Bek. This is 700 feet higher, 
q -4s nbteworthy by reason of its old medres~e, turned ., , 

0th Russian post-house. Beyond this station 
continuing south, passed a ruined fortifica- 

on the frontier of the Kuralna uyezd, into 
rr-e passed, gradually descending to the valley 

near whose river is situated the next 
U & i o n ,  Sharapkhan. 1 

b& well did our horses take us on that we accorn 
d the next stage of eighf miles in three-quarters . 

hour, and we drank tea at Djeri, where the 
t-master evinced his thankfulness for .the New 
tament I sold him by regaling us with cakes. 
o stations further we came to Koplan-Bek, where 

became manifest that we were approaching a large 
wn. We no longer had open country on either hand, 

ut the road was confined by the high mud walk 
sf gardens and summer-houses. 

And so we approached Tashkend, the head-quarters 
&qf the Russian administration. In  size and extent, 
k, ii: cover's as much ground as Paris. It is one of the 
~ 7 :  iargkst towns, not only of Turkistan, but of the whole 
f af Central Asia, its population being- equalled. only by 
' ' Bokhara, and its extent by Khokand. Tashkend is, 
! -nloreoyer, an ancient town, with a beginning lost in the 

C. , , 
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depths or 
.had comn 

rime. 
lence 

the high 
niles from 

O n  one side Tashketld touches ;he Russian quam 
on the remaining sides it is surrounded by ga 
through which.we were passing. Like all Iarge C 
Asian towns, Tashkend was surrounded by a 
castellated wall, and was pierced by twelve gates; 
damazas. The wall took a circular form, dm 
circumference of I 7 miles. the eates bearing t l d  
sf the tc 
Now,  to^ 

recl 
;an 

which 7 
:r, the wh 

wall .has been taken down Hnd the ground le - 
Here, too, the gates have been removed, though d 
still remain in the other directions. 

Through one of these gates we entered a h 4  
o'clock on the evening of the 15th September,' 
little pleased at being back once more within the] 
of comparative civilization, and perceiving R 
cabs and soldiers a b u t  the streets, though the 
little enough of light proceeding from the 
lamps to 
had been 

see t 
L recc 

cle 
to 

- 
arl y , 
us as 

We mad 
the best 

where they had no mom, so  that *e had to 
' 

Hotel "Nicdaefl," a sorry place, yet we were aof 
rest, and still more pf a bath, after which it was 
comfort once more to get into beds, to which o 
been strangers since leaving Vierny. 

,' 
, a  
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CHAPTER XIV. 

%: 
0 U$ STA Y A T TA SUKEND. 

. . . 
& k d k  and Russian Tashkend.-Ksit to i - . A n a n g e r n u  Iot distribution of Sc(IPture~, a 

- journey.-Visits to synagogues and the military hospital. 
. ' ' for the aged.-The officers club. 
- 

~ S H K E N D  is a dual city, of v- 
t. c -parts are so distinct and so unlike 

s~metimes walk a considerable dis 
.-ting a Russian in one, or a native 
-l&uropean Tashkend is but of yesterd 
*d of more than a thousand su 
.hying conquered it so early as 

$ huiLding5 is about I 7,5m, the population, ac 
the census of r 868, bei 

-' . There are seve.d goods 7 ops 76p-* in the Russian 
,where European articles can be procured 

41 , .  The population of Asiatic Tashkend, for the more 
- -  rt, -is grouped according to trades, and th 

the double of European prices, and, conside 
:distance and difficulty of transit, this is n 
exorbitant. Russian Tashkend boasts, too, 
servatory, about a mile out of the town, a Cent 
muqzum, and public library, all of which 1 visited. 

: My hotel, so called, was situated in the Russian part 
: of Tashkend, where, having arrived on Friday night, 

-my-first care next morning was to visit the Governor- 
$,eneraI. General Chernaieftj recently appointed to the 
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office. had not vet arrived from ~ktersburg.  bu 

 overno nor of the provinc; of Ferghana. T h  
administration of Turkistan being centred in T 
the palace, as might be supposed, is the finest 
the town. General Abramoff, however, at the 
my visit was staying in the Governor-General' 
villa, in the outskirts of the town-a charming 
buried anlongst trees, that, in Turkistan. waul 
sidered fine. Thither we drove, and were u s h e d a  
the study of the General, who irn~ressed me favor 

ChernaieK-at Petersburg, my first care was to a* for the distribution of such Scriptures as I had fGd 

Ferghana, and was at once struck with the 1- 

said h;, " therea are 6 rooms : in * ~ a r ~ h e l l a n .  &": 'h 

L, 

ro ; Andijan, 6 ;* Namangan, - -  5 ; and Osh, 5 ; or yoc 

to distribute as 1 wished. so that there shodd be at'.d 

every and in ~ g r ~ h a n a ,  and he 
undertook also to see the same arrangement ca r s  
for the Syr-daria province.* By a fortunat 
dence it happened that General Ivanoff, Govern 
Zarafshan district, was staying at Tashkend, and 
inp a visit to the Governor-General at the same m 6 m ~  

- - -  - 

might reckoh on an average four roomi to each, except ~ashken6 
that had fifty. 4 
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represented meinwhile by General A. K. = ~ b  

by his &ssuming dignity and aiparent thorou 
Having presented the letter I received from 

prisons, hospitals, and public hstitutions thr 
Turkistan. - I inquired how Inany would be nee 

acq;aintahce his Excellency appeared to poss 
cerning his own province. " In the prison at Kh  

Narnangan, 8 ; Andijan, 4, and O S ~ , " ~  : whil; 
rooms in the hospitals are, Marghellan, 20 ; Khoka 

may send ~ o o  in all, in about equal proportion 
Russian and Tatar." These his Excellencv undert 
~- ~- ~- - - ~ -  ~ - - - - -  -- 

- times some portion of H 'OI~  Scripture within rea& 

V 

* I subsequently learned that in the S r daria oblast the pri 
hospitals were situated at Aulie-ata. &irnkent, Tashkend, 
IJra-Tiube. Tizakh. Turkistan. Perovsk. and Kazalinsk : a 
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was to inquire resp 

, . .;. 

Univ;Calif - Diiitlzed by Microsoft:@, , ' ' " - , .. : 
C 

- ,  . ' ., d, . 



, - 
. . I  

r k ~ o  o w  CBNTRA L ASIA. ''74 

the Vice-Governor 6f ;he ta 



, 
OUR STA Y AT TASHEEND. 

ml men and boys reading. They m 
rrst interest in my k t t e ~ ,  but t 

*iastical interest tu show, whereupon 
@a we had been brought to the new syn 

European Russian Jews, most of whom 
b Turkistan as soldiers, and, on their d 
preferred to settle in Tashkend rather 
t~ Russia. 

We drove, therefore, to the native to 
meeting-place of the Asiatic 
far as the imustchik, or cabman, co 
of the narrowness and miserable pavi 
we took to our feet, and p q i n g  through narrow. 
and alleys, came into a mall yard, 
which was a miserable shed mth a lean-to 
poles, wretchedly covered, whilst under and all 
sat a crowd of people assemkdd ibr prayer and rea 
C$ the Friday evening sfie 
synagogue, which is comp~red to 
come the coming in of the W a t h ,  
personified in one of their prayers as a bride, 
on Saturday evening they gather to bid the S 
farewell. Whether, on the praaxt 
this stated Sabbath e w n i q  seffioe, 
a less formal character, I am not sure 
did they appear at our sudden visi 
so curious to get a peep at my lette 
being speedily concluded, all crowd 
hence we were led to an a 
to another assembly, where, wi 
under a straw roof, a number of 
elders were sitting on the grou 
reading and intoning. This struck me as a 
Wt, by reason of the magnificent faces of some of 
the old men. With their hu e 
white, and Oriental flowing r%s, they 
of the typical Israelites, d e p i d  by Holman Hunt 
in his picture of finding Christ in the Temple, and 
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&' Bokhara, but was not remarkable. Their having 
synagogue, together with the poverty and ill- .' 

rnished condition of their hired place .of prayer, w q  . R 
iekplained to a large extent by the fact that. almo& 
ill the Jews in Tashkend are traders and sojourners. 
,h ly ,  and also by. the oppression to which; before"th& 
Russian occupation, they were subject under the Khans . 
,of Khokand. We called later on the leading.':J.ew- 
of the town, named Abdurrharnanoff, said to- b-e""a 
very rich man, who was living in a fine native,house, 
built and ornamented in the style of the Sart's. -'"He : 

; . had. travelled a good deal, but n a  so far as Engl$nq.,, , ,< . . .- 
I , O n  Sunday we found that there was no Protest'adt)..: 

service in the town, and I was called upon in rhji:.~ 
course of the day, and asked to conduct one -for iE$ 
Germans ; but as my linguistic powers were not equ'a.ki[: ', -.! .r 
to this, and they understood no English, 1 was power'd - , 

, I&. , I  heard of one English woman in the to\;;- 
but was not so fortunate as to find her at 
After the Russian morning senice the ~ a r k a l h z t l '  ;!, - 1 '  

.gorod, or head of the. towri, took me to visit first tKk? .*I 

prison, which I shall describe hereafter, and then to I&; - ,.,?I d 

military hospital, where we were received by COI~G&I'- ' 

Swpitzky and Dr. Proskouriakoff. In both , '  places'? , A 1 .  -: 
I 

I 'distributed something for the inmates to read, a n e l :  - ' 

found my pamphlets readily accepted. , Whil 
through the principal open place, we stoppe 
few minutes at the grave of General von K 
:who is buried- in the middle of the town. , A 
wreaths remained on the mound, but no p 
monument was as yet .erected. 
. The hospital is in the suburbs, near the Salar Canal. 
On the 17th September, the day of my visit, there 

' were in the hospital I 4 officers, 260 soldiers, and 3 r 
I women, 305 in, all, out of which number 35 
; prisoners. On the corresponding day of the p 
1' year there were in hospital 358 patients. T h  
I v m m o n  diseases in Tashkend are fever and di 
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Colonel Serpitzky took us from the hospital to ad 

asylum close by for old men and women, so sptlessly 
clean and nice that I was constrained to write "41mosL 
too good." The asylum had'been built largely though 
the means, I believe, of the Colonel, and is supported 
by voluntary contributions ; but, though they could 
accommodate 30 inmates, their income allowed d only 
7 being admitted: I tasted the soup, and found 'it 
so good as to lead me to exclaim, " Would that I could 
have obtained the like on the road hither!" The 
falling short of its original conception, apparent in 
the asylum, points, I am be inning to think, to a failing F in the Russian character, o which we were reminded a 
second time on thesame day, when Colonel Serpitzky 
kindly introduced us to the officers' elub, where we 
could comfortably dine during our stay. " Go to," the 
committee had said, money in hand, "let us build a 
club that shall be worthy of so important a place as 
Tashkend! " and thereupon they had designed a 
building so pretentious that this sage committee found 
their money spent, their club incomplete, and them- 
selves exposed to rhe taunt that they had begum to 
build, but were not able to finish. We were provkled 
with an excellent dinner-the best we had eaten for 
many days-and we then returned to our grand h e l ,  
to find that during our absence the G o v e r n o r - W r a l  
had h o n o u d  us with a call. Later in the evening two 
German gentleinen paid us a visit, one of w h m a a i d  
that he had come from Khiva in a tarantass, but 
under exceptional circumstances, and we heard from 
another quarter-that the road was exceedingly difficult. 
But before rve could think of starting south, I had 
marly persons to visit, places to see, and arangements, 
to make, to the doing of which we addressed ourselves: 
on the Monday morning. . 



CHAPTER XV. 

* '  
Bible work at Tashkend.-Visit to M. Oshanin at the Museum.- 

Antiquities and curiosities.-Assistance &am Colonel MaieE-Visit 
to Asiatic Tashkend.-Purchase of Sart curiosities.-Household 
commodities.-Imports and exports of Tashkend.-Visit to semi- 
nary for training teachers, and to the observatoryry7Visit to Colonel 
Se itak at the camplDisttibution of religious literature.-T 
pu#c iiirary.- ini in^ with the Governor-GmeraI.-Arrange 
for departure. 

TOOK an early opportunity at Tashkend I looking into the prospects there of the B 
and Foreign Bible Society.. For a long time the 
of the Committee in Petersburg had been turned- in the 
direction of Central Asia before a suitable agent p r e m  
sented himself bv whom thev could commence oDera- 
rims. ~t length it came 'to pass that a body oi 
German sectaries, called Mennonites, to avoid military 
service in Russia, determined to proceed toqne of the 
independent khanates in Central Asia. Among them 
was a man who had previously acted as a colporteur, 
and he proposed that he should take with him copies 
of the Scriptures, and endeavour to open a depbt. 
The Governor-General , had given permission that the 
depbt might be opened, and I went on the Monday 
to see the house .which had been hired. I t  was well 
situated in one of the best business streets of the town, 
and in the care of Mr. John Bartsch &d his brother, but 
not yet properly fitted. A few books had been sent 
by the post, by the route I travelled, at great cost and 
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much damage to the volumes; but a la 
consignment was expected by way 
'not having arrived, my hopes of re 
of Asiatic Scriptures were doomed 
This was the more unfortunate, because 
send so many copies as 1 wished in Asiat 
for the hospitals and prisons, though I left di 
at the depbt .that they should be supplied ; nor 
I increase my scanty store for distribution 
Muhammadans. I was able to 
Russian Scriptures, for which I 
Hebre-7,' Sclavonic, and Geman to ren 
con~plete the stock of the depbt, and then I 
at the hotel three parcels of Scripture 
publications for the prisons and h 
acting Governor-General I receiv 
note, written thus: "With special ack 
accept the books you have sent, and 
to be distributed and 
wish. The report conce 
have the honour of sendin 
to thank you with my 
Christian work on behalf of the m o  
of the poor and unfortunate in our 

We took an early opportunity to 
of silkworn1 culture, on M. 0 s  
more than one introduction, a 
frequently heard mentioned o 
with scientific pursuits. He g 
and afforded .me much information. He ha 
pupil of F'roGssor Bogdanoff? of Moscow, and entorn* 
logy was his strong point ; his speciality . being 4) 
study of what are vulgarly called " bugs," but. in 
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tific parlance kenet;Pbrtz, or one of that order of insects 
that feed on animal or vegetable juices by means of a 
sucking-tube. Of these he had a very fine collection, 
exceedingly well arranged, and such was his love of 
the study, that he had learned English chiefly for the 
sake of mastering the treasures of its entomological 
literature. H e  was able to give me sundry hints as to 
where I might find information respecting the natural 
history of Turkistan, and it was from his lips, curiously 
enough, at Tashkend, that I first hearcl o f a  well-known 
naturalist, Mr. Robert MacLachlan, F.R.S., living in . 
the next parish to my own in England. M. Oshanin 

*secured for me a valuable book I have not yet :seen* 
in England on the fauna and flora of the ICyzyl- Kum 
desert and the Khivan oasis. He had to telI al@ 
of an interesting expedition he had made four yeaks. 
previously beyond the Russian border in Karategin. 

M. Oshanin is curator of the Tashkend museum, , 
through which we walked and noticed a number .of 
interesting ethnographical specimens, as  well as 6 .fey, 
antiquities. There was, for instance, a good c o l l e c ~ i o ~  ~ f ,  ' 
enamelled tiles and bricks from Kuldja and ~arn?rg&d; 
and a vase with a pedestal found in the rnountains:neai: 
Aulie-Ata, so near the ancient episcopal Almau;lth3t 
it was thought it might be a baptismal font. There qvas 
also a bronze bell, found in the neighbourhood bf 
Tashkend, 6 inches high, with a diameter of 4 inches 
at the base, with metal & of an inch thick, but the 
clapper is wanting. We saw also ancient coins, and 
some Greek fire bombs of earthenware, with grooves 
on the convex side. T o  the foregoing may be added 
sundry Buddhist idols, in metal, and one in trachyte. 
There were, likewise, certain botanical specimens, as 
the sponge plant, having a fruit resembling sponge 
inside, which is used by the natives ; and c/tz;qt;. a textile 
pIant cuItivated at Kuldja. hI. Oshanin not only 
showed us all that he thought might be interesting, but 
kindly gave me a small collection of Turkistan seeds, 



. -em T ~ X O  UGR - CEXTRA L A SJA . 
chiefly c&als, and two live tortoises, which 
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,ritting arose, and such as knew the Colonel personally 
, stroked their ha&. Men on honeback dismounted, r 
2 ,stood, and bowed, and laughing children running about 

1 suddenly pulled up at the roadside in perfect order 
* ' until we had passed. It  was, in fact, just' as if I had 

suddenly sprung back to a stage of civilization por- 
trayed in the Book of Job.' 

The only building we saw in Old Tashkend that I 
deemed worth making a single note about was the 
Medresse Beklar Bek, built of brick, now having only 

about 50 studen.ts, but from the top of which we gained 
a view of the uninteresting Asiatic town. The low, 
flat housetops of earth, the want of regular lines of 
streets, and the absence of colour about the houses, 
made the city one of the most dismal I had ever 
looked down upon. Few of the buildings had an 
upper story, the dulI monotony of the plain of roofs 

Job xxix. f ,  8 : "When I went out to the gate through the city, . 
when I prepared m seat in the street 1 The young men saw me, and h ~ d  K themselves : and t e aged arose, and stood up. The princes refrained 
talking, and laid their hand on their mouth." 
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bottom they are big enough for a lady's waist, 
none but a Falstaff could ever hope to fill them a 
top, so that when first offered to me, who am of 
portions Slender, I laughed outright. I was 
however, not to despise them, for that when I 

Similarly we read, "Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass, 
your purses,"-rls rhr pvas, literally, in yourpi-die$ (Matt. x. g). 
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tive silk, the latter very glossy, and dyed and sold 
'by the Jews, who from the numbers we saw in 
aar, and their begrimed appearance, gave one . 

that' they erigage a good deal in handicrafts, 
cially dyeing. There were on sale, too, ti4etei&s, 
kull caps, consiandy worn by the Muhammada ' 

. even in-doors. Some of these caps from Shahr-i-se 
'!in Bokhara shoy great taste and skill in needlewor 

- A specimen Central Asian padlock I secured is of iro 

A SART IN T I m B I K A  AND KHALAT. 

r 
L. 
8- with a cylindrical body, the key being formed of a tube 
f. with a female screw, which, fitting on a screw in the 
. '  ' lock, on being turned, withdraws the bolt from the hasp. 

Fairly goad Russian knives were plentifil, but the 
L O  . native scissors, with blades angular in section, were so 
- clumsily made as to be worth buying for a curiosity. 
' Embroidered slippers, such as I had seen .in the 
. Caucasus, were offered for sale, but wert not so 

remarkable as some thin muslin handkerchiefs or 
shawls, embroidered in flossy silk, with the peculiaritj~ 
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that the work is alike on both si 
- attracts the attention and puzzles the skill of m y w y  

friends, who say they could not do the like. I boq$x . '  
for the British Museum a Central Asian ch+m, or 
water-pipe. The  body is formed of a gourd mounted 
in engraved brass, filIed in with red and black',: and 
set with imitation turquoises. - The stems are- of med, 
.engraved and blackened, and t 
ware painted in cream colour 
ground, with green borders, bri 
the purchases in Tashkend I t 
embroidered cushion cover of 
very handsomely embroidered table-cloth, in bwhich 
the colours' are boldly but beautifully blended, nevsr 
failing to call forth the admiration of those who oere 
them. 
Thus far I have spoken of curiosities and fancy 

articles. Domestic expenses in Tashkend may be judged 
from the folIowing mention of prices. House rent 
is dearer than at- Petersburg, and the same, I sh'ouId 
think (judging from one house and grounds quoted 
to me at A80 per annum), as in.  provincial towns in 
England. Domestic servants on board wages recen"ve ,. 
from I 2s. to I 8s. per month, a nurse I 6s., and Iaundsesr 
from I 6s. to' 20s. Russian men-servants expect 30s. 
a month . and upwards,. but natives from I 6s. ;,to 
r 8s. t+'hite bread costs I &d. a lb. ; cooking hzter - 
8d., and fresh butter 3s. a lb. ; a sucking-pig fwnl 
2s. to +s. ; the best beef and veal, 19d. a Ib. ; ahturkey 
from x 2s. to 14s. ; a chicken 8R to 1s. ; and pheak-an- 
I&. each. 

With regard to the import and export k d e  of) .  
Tashkend, some faint idea may be formed d' its;. ! 
extent from the fact that in 1876 goods arrived at. the 
town from Russia, Bokhara, Semipolatinsk, and vafiws , 

parts of Turkistan and Semirechia, on 23,669 chels, 
Soq carts, and 1,355 ho'ses. Over against this th&e. 
were sent away goods on 2.323 camels, about half;.!{- 
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, and a fourth each to Khokand 
d. There is a spring and an 

Asiatic Tashkend we 
ter of the town to visit 
oolrnasters, and here we 

ere were 55 pupils, I I of 
institution reminded me 

of a similar one I-visited in I 879 at Kasan, where youths ' 
&om the sumounding native tribes -were educated with- 
mt payment, and sent back to their various nationalities 
as instructors. Upon mentioning that I had visited 
she place at Kasan, the director of the Tashkend 
seminary told me that he was trained there. The 
c o u w  at the seminary corn rises the studiesd followed 
in the first four classes of t k' e g-ymame, or high school. 
I + much pleased with their singing, and noticed that 
.each member of the choir, singularly enough, had light 
hair. They produced a powerful body of harmony, that 

heard to good effect in the " Prayer of Alexander 
Nevsky," Lvofs " NationaI Anthem," and in the chro- 
matic pro ressions of the beautiful " Cherubim " by f Berdnians y. I sent a few Scriptures for distribution 
in this seminary. 
: r  Our visit to the seminary over, we drove to the  
&eervatory, getting on the way a good view of the 
b a d  streets of Russian Tashkend, and in the suburbs 
td some of the substantial merchants' houses with their 

rdem . We received a hearty welcome from M. 
on~erantzoff, the director of the astrorlomical obser- 

vatory, to whom I presented my introduction from 
Captain Rykatcheff, chief of the meteoroIogica1 obser- 
vatory in Petersburg. He willingly showed us all that 
was of interest, and. gave me a record of the Iocal 
temperature and precipitation (or fall of rain, snow, sleet, 
and hail) of the preceding year. 

After seeing the observatory, we went to pay an. 
evening visit io the camp, where we found CoIonel 
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, I was told that almost everything that had been 
published since 1867 on Central Asia, such as articles 
in p p e m n d  journals, and likewise every pamphlet 

'and -book, ,had here been gathered by the biblio- 
grapher Mejoff, and placed in chronological orde 
in large volumes, n w  upwards of 300 in number, * 

u'niform binding-an excellent work, truly, and 
&- which I, who have searched the London libra 
t'llrough in making a similar list, ought of all m 
tp be thankful. And so I am ; though I doub 
*lute completeness of Mejoffs work, for I 
iki~nd some publications other than Russian 
languages of Western Europe that are not in 
I ,  however, think that his great work and my o 
bibliography combined must approach very near co 
pletmess, as regards books published on Central Asi 
T h ~ t e  is just one peculiarity in the work of 
distinguished co-labourer, to which I cannot res 
plaphlly alluding. I mean ,the binding the books 
of one size, which entails this amusing res 
when a-book comes to-hand that is smaller than th 
procrustean binding, the leaves are cut at the bac 
and,'pasted singly on pages of blank paper cut thro 
to the size of the letterpress ; which is uncon~forta 
but &arable. When, however, a book has come 
h a d  larger than the' regulation size, the leaves h 
actually been turned in to reduce the dimensions ; 
consequence of which is that the reader must unfo 

in so'doing not improbably tear, each leaf befor 

n the Wednesday evening we had the honour o 
ng with General Abramoff'. Our host is a bacheIor 
there were no ladies present, but several officers o 

tinction. Unfortimately for me, the General did no 
French, and though there was no lack at the 

of persons who did, yet having to speak through 
+n tnterpreter to the Govehor-General prevented that 
full enjoyment of ii~tercourse which I feel sure I should 
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have experienced could we have comrnuni 
ideas directly ; for what I saw and all I hea 
led me to form a hi h estimate of his a governor. One of t ose in office under him told m 
that his subordinates simply " ,adore " him. It h i d  
been suggested to me that I shouId ask f t'wo or 
three Cossacks to accompany us for recurityCahan otk . 
of Russian territory, but the General said &at he 
could not grant that, for even embassies, when going 
t o  Bokhara, did not have them ; but he would kive me 
letters, open and otherwise, that would help me every- 
where on my route. H e  said, moreover, that he 
should hear about us, and requested that, if we got 
into difficulty, we would send to him a t  once. On 
leaving the vice-regal residence we called at a.s#ldI 
house in the grounds, where General Ivanoff had ta&en.' 
up his quarters, to whom I am afraid I had nc.t'paid 
sufficient attention in calling earlier at his' private 
dwelling, though I had done so at his offices.: His 
Excellency was not to return to Sarnarkand fof somer ' 

+ time, but promised to write to his servants that *c 
should be entertained in his palace. 

Our official arrangements being now adj 
had to think of personal affairs, for we were about 
to plunge into a region comparatively unknown,. and 
be lost for a while to European civilization. Evejl now 
I had received no letters since we left Tiumen-that 
is, for six weeks-though I had had the satisfaith# d 
sending many cards and letters. This, also, wWk% 
have now to stop, or  almost so, for a time. So I 
wrote to my friends that they should not be alarmed 
if they did not hear from me till I reache 
Also thinking to reduce my Iugg 
possible, I sent off to Odessa, " by p 
great boxes of curiosities, unitedl 
Russian pounds, and at a cost of £3 
for insurance, to which I may add th 
excellent cbndition before my adv 
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doing nothing worse than frighten my 
signee, wFo wondered what Nihilistic manoeuvres 

might be contained in boxes from such an unexpected 
,quarter, and spoke thereon to the authorities. 

Another thing requiring management was my money. 
1 had sent a Iarge prqportion of it from Petersburg 
to the bank in Tashkend by post', and, on calling, found 
it there ; but since I was now starting for a region. L 

.' . where robbers abound, it seemed to me a question . 
whether I had not better take as little as was necessary ' 
with me, and telegraph for the rest when I reached I 

. some place of safety ; and seeing that 1, could notitell; 
until I arrived at Petro-Alexandrovsk, whether I shodld ." - % I  
cross the Aralo-Caspian desert, or go by the Orenburg., 
route, I promised to telegraph from Krasnovodsk' or. ; 
the 'Syr-daria whether the balance should be sent td' 
Tiflis or to Orenburg. 

1 It was not quite easy to decide whether or no tb: 
take forward the tarantass, for some were very confil- g dent (and not withopt reason, as I afterwards learfid) 
@at we should never be able to get it from Bokhatq a.'; 

to the OXUS. We were advised, however, b$o% 
Bukoff, whom we met at the club, to get 'to Kl$v~! 
if possibIe on wheels, and I determined accord:. 

r . ingly to attempt it. I had no further use,. howkver? . 
h r  the wagonette, since my Russian books 6epiy 
nearly all disposed of, and those I had r e m h i n k  'in.' 

t ?  other languages could all be packed in one box. I '  ' 
1 - proceeded accordingly to sell the wagonette; and in ' t .  so doing met with a piece of bnusually generous deal. 
I ing. Learning at Moscow, in the.office of Kamensky 

Brothers, carriers and transport agents, when I was 
I sending some goods, that they had a branch office 
I ' at Tashkend, I had asked for an introduction, which 
" in due course I presented, and was asked by the 

manager what he could do for me. Learning that 1 
f wished to dispose of my telega, he inquired the price 

i 1 
The wagonette had cost .f;5 at Tiumen, where I was told 
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thai by the time we reached Tashkend the 
would be worth' nearly double, either 
not make them, or do not make the 
south. I was too old a traveller, however;, 
much gain of this sort, but I remembered 
Russian plan is for the buyer to beat down. t 
man's price, and so I began by 
my surprise, without. having see 
customer said that they did not 
had the. introduction and to oblige m 
that price if 1 could sell it to no one else. Of 
did not think it: necessq  ,to try, and on the 
we were to leave, 'the. money came by the h 
messenger, who seemed as pleased to get the 
as I was to have bargained in such a pleas 
and to have received such attention on the stre 
a mercantile introduction. 

It only remained, then, to have th 
thorough repair, and to lay in 
articles.of warm clothing in prosp 
the desert. -By the advice of our hotel-keeper,  me 
a large sheet of felt nailed on the hood of the 

- so that if we met with a sandstorm we might 
the front of the carriage; and then 
depart. We ate our last dinner in Tashkend 
officers' club; where the French 
experience of an English gentleman 
before managed to push his way, without pe 
as far as the capital, and on the first night 
arrival accompanied this Frenchman to a . .. . 
circurnc~s~on, where von Kauhann, the 
General, was present, and who, se 

- man, ordered him to leave Tashke 
twenty hours. I t  was well for me, I t 
lbt- had fallen under a more -amiable 
was wiIIing that J should go where 1 p 
in ~er&ana,  towards which I was now to 
way from Tashkend to the Syr-daria 
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Journey from ~ashke'nd.-Steppe vegetation.-An unruly h 
fied ' post-stations.-Approach to Khojend.-Sand 
Arrival at Khokand.-Lod 'ng in summer residence of 
Y. Ushakoff -our host-8riental "politeness."-Vis 
goye.-Information concerning Jews of Khokand an 

. -The bazaar : its jeweller=, ewers, and furs.-View fro 
nf Murad Beki-A puppet-show.-Inspection of hospital and 
palace.-The Lepers' hamlet.-Distribution of Scriptures. 
to native merchant. \NE set out far Khojend on Thursday evenin 

- - 
k before, to the post-masiers, to expedite our 
jenrney, and had intended to start on the morning of 

!*Thursday; but not having given notice, there were no 
-horses to be had until evening, at which time there 
were to be supplied. two other travellers, who were 
proceeding in the same direction, one the wyczdi- 
m c h k m X ,  or chief of the district of Khokand, and the 
-&her, M. Ushakoff, a judge, whom we had met at 
the officers' club, and at the dinner table of the 
Governor-General, and who had invited us to stay 

-with him during our visit to Khokand. He had been 
spnding a short holiday in Tashkend, and now asked 
*us, as he was returning, to allow him to get first to 
Khokand, to be in readiness to receive us. Accord- 
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ingly, he trotted out  of T 
. the district chief third ; but at the first station the S&if ; 

came in close upon our heels, and by some *res. 
managed to get his horses changed, and to ?cave 
before us. This was against " the rule of the road" ; 
but the yemstchik said that the starosta ha&:told 
him to let the chief drive out before us. This GYacd 
a second traveller in our front, unIess, indeed, we -; 
could outstrip him. There was little chance of &is, 
however, since he had a mere handful of baggage and- 
a light telega, whilst our poor tarantass was .wre 
heavily laden than it had been before. Added twthis,. 

miserable horses that, a 

hazy 'idea, for I was sa 
only learned on waki 
send back- to the stati 

ever, is of varied c 
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t k r e  to stable the cattle for the winter, or to provide 
&ern with hay. For the winter pasture, therefore, a 

I'qAace must be chosen where the wind is neither too 
yiolent, nor the snow too deep. %i The journey was too late in autumn to allow of oul 

i -  seeing much beauty in the vegetation of the 
but there was a large quantity of fodder stored at Djan t bulak, where we arrived in the morning and ordere 
the samovar from a post-mistress who-was smoking, 
and appeaed fully able to speak for herself. T h e  
station-rooms were large, and the post-master obliging: ! 

- 
He had received no notification of our coming, but 
when he saw my letter said that if he had he would . 
certainly have kept back the district chief, who, happi@* 
for himself, had gone before. At this juncture a wiIe - 
Tatar, keeper of a caravansary, appeared on the scent 
apd offered private horses, which I .accepted to my.. 
cbst, inasmuch as his right-wheeler was the only 
one out of the 800 horses I hired in Central Asia . . 
that alarmed me, for when the traces were fastened,; 
he gave such a bound forward as to break clear o&$ I.. 
everything. We, however, caught and harnessed him ' 1' 

again, and trotted over a flat, stony steppe, the 
' . now proceedin for 25 miIes in an easterly directio a iristead of sout erly as heretofore, and having on our 

left ranges of hills rising in peaks, for the most part 
bare, rough, and rocky, but here and there show 

- patches of verdure. Though late in the season 
buiterflies, we took a few specimens, and passe 

I .  through what appeared to be a swarm of dragon flies, 
so numerous that Mr. Sevier cabght several by merely 

c - holding out the net from the carriage. 
1 On reaching the next station, Muna-rabar, we found 
I it, like the last, to be nothing less than a miniature 
r fortress. I t  was surrounded with a dry moat and lofty 

walls, measuring inside 60 paces square. There was 
[ L a well in the centre of the yard, and against the wall 

stables and buildings, some of which struck me at first 
C 
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as intended for an &tape prison, Outside b 
was a grave, with a monument raised by 
gifts to the memory of the starosta Jacoble 
yemstchiks, who on the 18th of August, I 

defended the post-house against a band of Kho 
and had been killed by them. It was subseq 
this event the fortress had, been erected, 

Our road now turned again to the south 
depressioll in a mountail1 chain, which ga 

I 
Kurama-Tau on our left, and the snow-capped 
of the Mogol-Tau on the right. Eagles w 
about, and larks and wagtails, all of which we 
to admire, for, as the road continued to as 
carriage proceeded so slowly that it was pleasa 
walk ahead and enjoy the scenery ; and whe 
towards 3 o'clock, we reached the crest of 
looked down upon the ancient Jaxartes, and 
nestling among the trees, the view was on 
prettiest we had seen in Russian Central Asla. 
town with its old earthen forts looked well by 
side, as did the Russian church and wooden b 

It was pleasant, on arriving at Khojend, to 
our coming was expected by tke Nachalni 
immediately gave orders for dinner. Whilst 
I felt unusually tired and sleepy, though I kn 
why, for we had been travelling only 40 hours, 
was nothin in comparison with the nights upon, 1 spent in t e tarantass north of Tashk 
suppose my training had been somewhat 
by sleeping in a bed, and the comparative 
we had enjoyed at the capital. Dinner 
Colonel gave us a basket of splendid fruit, 
preceded by two djiguitts, mounted his hor 
us off. Thus escorted through the bazaar the n 
were all politeness and attention, each rising, 
bowing, and others dismounting; and so it cont 
rill we had reached the outskirts .of tbe town, 
the Colonel bade us adieu, and asked us to c 

Univ Callf - D~gitized by M~crosoff @ 



I97 

ing. We pursued our way past the village Qf 
840 feet above the sea, and in the evening 

Kwtakoe, where we co~ id  have no horses, 
told, until I r o'clock. Whether this wqs 

ble I am not sure, but the Colonel had told' 
rehdnd that this post-master had received notice 

,m quit, and so was not in an afiiable mood. Qn'this 
scounf, I supposema djiguitt had accompanied 'us, byt 
even he asked without success for horses.' 

Towards, midnight we started for the remainder .of 
'; w lit& journey to Khokand, and midway to tihe next 

lustion crossed the boundary into Ferghana. - By d + ~ -  
Ij. bght we had passed Kara-chukum, and once rnciyG7; 
- approached the Syr-daria, on the bank of which i$%#; 
' 3 # ~ a t e d  the Khokandian frontier fortress of Makhmm u 

r 500 Khokandians,. wit & 
Ils, and protected on three 

t I ,300 feet above the sea, and in 
&e &stance had mountains before us in every direqtig-n 

however, was a prospect notipo 
ss a stony waste af reddlsH 

there was little +eget2t'?on 
returned, our driver informed 
driven thq journey and bic,h 
that when he reached Horn& 

r steeds, he wouId have had that day 75 mile$ 
ec travel. At Patar we found a good station, 
ached an oasis with vegetation. 'Beyond this 

ntry was interspersed by desert patches of 
~hifting sand, which encraaches like a flood, destroying 

and cultivated fields, and so driving away ihe - 
n. The road from Patar was frightful. Hkre, 

we saw dozens of sand-heaps, or-ladham, w%i&h;, by 
of the unilateral direction of the wind,'.take-tbe 

; 6rm of a horse-shoe.. These were the first we had met 

: with on so considerable a scale, and they presented a 
' 'gtuious appearance, the surface being sometimes rippled 
r 
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intended host, had promised to send to 



FROM TASHKEAZD TO KXOKAND. 193 

is said $0 have better streets than some of the 
r towns of - Central Asia. In most they are L' 

~ e g u l a r  and narrow, only the main streets being 
~ ~ f h c i e n t l ~  wide to allow of the passage of a native 
cart. The shops, tea taverns, and barbers' rooms are 
usually situated a b n g  both sides of the main street, 
leading 'from the principal gate to the centre of the 
town, and on to ths market-place, commonly called the 
Rhigistan. In the present instance, however, we had 
to make our way through bye-streets, with blank walls 
on either hand, and with just room enough for our 
vehicle. There was so little to distinguish One stre 

, from another, that we seemed to be threading a per 
maze, until at last we entered a garden and grou 
surrounding a house that had been used occasiona 
by the late Khudaiar Khan, but was properly 
summer residence of Skid Nasir Timbek, his e 
sdn. It was of native build, and the prettiest 
kind I saw in Asia. There was a central hall, perha 
40 feet by 20, with chambers all round, screened o 
by bllnds. Comparing the building for a moment t 
an English church, it was lighted from the clerestor 
through open woodwork, unglazed, there being n 
used in the town before the advent of the Ru 
except in the Khan's palace. The room that 
represent the chancel was to be my sleeping place ; a 
the opposite end, on either side of the organ galle 
had been the women's apartments ; in the south ai 
was our host's sleeping place; and in the nave we we 
to write, eat, and spend our time by day, the pl 
prksenting a curious mixture of Asiatic baldness a 
European comfort. The building had been forfeite 
I presume, to the conquerors, and granted to 

, . Ushakoff for a summer residence, though he preferre 
to live in the town during winter. 

Our host, being a judicial functionary, had command 
of several djiguitts, of whom a number always accom- 
panied him in the streets, and I soon saw that to have 



them was no mere question of parade, but t 



PROW TASWEIVD T O  EHORAND. 2w 

ion nf the service to the prayer for the Russian 
ror.* My ktl;er of commendation obtained for 
speedy wdcorne, and I .began to inquire for 
t manuscripts, but they had none, their quite 
rn copy of the law having been written in Bokhara 
cmt of LI j. I gave them a copy of the Old 

tarnent and of the New, both* in Hebrew, and - 
han presented me with a ring, which he 
wear, as a talisman.? In a second place 

close by, we found women parted 
fm he men, but not veiled. My further'inquiry 
, old manuscripts elicited the statenient that there 

j a geni~ah, or place of sepulture, in Sarnarkand,' 
**many Hebrew bwks are buried, though subse- 

and asking whether:d 
there, he gave me . , 
saved the life of. ' 

" the first 

Thus showing that they were not forgetful of the counsel of the 
t prophet Jeremiah (xxix. 7) : " Seek the peace of the city whither I, have 

, caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for i t ;  
far in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.'' . t On it is written, * W Y a  11 3UD -('-I a n h ,  which gives the name 
ef the priest from whom the ring came, thus (literally), " God of -Rabbi 
Mayer, answer me in Thy mercy, 0 Lord." 

. He thus testified from an independent source to certain mig;ations 
: of Jews to China, on which Mr. Finn has thrown considerable light, and 
; ' ta which I shall allude hereafter. 
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in Bokhara. still suffered. They co 

welfare of him and.his brethren, wher 
that under the Russiqns the .Jews were 

tage, because it w& not one of the 
days, Thursday a r  Sunday. . The 
over like a succession of lofty arcades,. 
shelter from the sun. .One meets there 

. . 
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ts of Central Asia : silk and velvet from Bokhara ; 
s, stuffs, and camlets from Marghilan ; hand-worked 
per goods made at Karshi and in Khokand itself, 
ere the co persmiths are very skilful; leather 
nks from & d m r a  ; Dungan hats from Western 
ina ; tibdtee'kas, or skull caps, of various patterns ; 

kahts, or robes of startling colours, in satin and silk ; 
Samarkand knives, jewellery, and objects cut in jade 
and onyx. The jewellers of Khokand make numerous 
earrings, ornamented with' imitation stones. The  

t bracelets of massive silver are open, like those of the 
1 Middle Ages, and their gold cellarettes and silver seals 
: rival those of Sarnarkand. The ancient jewellery is 

more remarkable, the forms are more original, and the 
stones sometimes real, thus pointing to an era when 

. goIdsmitbs flourished in Central Asia. 
j I v i m  struck with the brass ewers, for the manu- 

'a k t u r e  of which Khokand is famous. They are made 
of graceful form, and tastefully chiselled, the ancient 
specimens often being beautifully enamelled. 1. 

I' secured a handsome one for the British Museum, and 
I"' had -another, still handsomer, presented to me in , 
& K h i ~ a .  I bought, likqwise, a teapot of kimilar work- 

manship, and specimens of native finger- and ear-rings, 
buckles, bracelets, and charms. Among other articles 
aE trade brought to Khokand from the surrounding 

" mountains are various kinds of furs, the prices of 
1: * khich vary from 2s. for a black cat, or a black s h e e p  
! skin, tn 40s. for a black lambskin, and 50s. for that of a 1, tiger. Before the annexation of the Khanate, opinions 

. differed widely as -to its wealth and the extent of its i- kornrnerce Whether trade has increased since the 
: annexation of the Khanate in 1876 I know nor, but 
5 one merchant, however, told me  that the carrying 
: firm he was connected with did business, in the time 
t 
p of the Khan, to the value of ~2,000 a year, but that 
: it had now fallen to one-fourth of that amount. 

From the bazaar we made our way to the brick 
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mdresse  of Sultan Murad Bek, looke 
the students' rooms, and then mounted t 
to get a- view of the town, the general 
of which, as with' other inhabited places 
Asia, is decidedly unattractive, for patch 
are its sole adornment. Nevertheless 

. call it " K hokand-i-Latif," or " charming 
which title must refer, I suppose, to th 
ing  snow mountains that we could see in brim 
than one direction. Anciently the place was envir-4 
by marshes and frequented by wild boars, w h e n ~ c . t k & ~ ;  

I town is supposed to derive its name " Khok-Lad? . I 
or " town of pigs." Doves were flying abwe , uninviting mud roofs, and in the distance were the &y ' 4 

walls, said to be 12 miles in circumference, e n c r a b  . 

prayer, and we started homewa 
dinner by Major Vladimir Alexand 
in command of the Cossacks, a youn 

.' but who had distinguished himsel 
rightly, in the province under Skobe 
that fighting was over, seemed to fi 
ingly dull. After dinner, M. U+hak 
-us an evening's amusement with native 
A puppet-show was put up in his room, 
which two men played tambourines. Th 
and his, courtiers were placed. on the st 
their amusement miniature dancing boys 
made to play their part before them. Ne 
Afghanistan was introduced 'as having 4 
and1 the Khan of Khokand 30,000, a 



thing like a battle was enacted, on which the Russians 
stepped in, and put both parties to flight, the affair con- 
cluding by firing miniature cannons. 

I needed no rocking to sleep that night, and on 
the following w r n i n g  was taken to call on General 
Iphimovitch, who was fot the time being acting as 
Governor of the province in the room of - General 
Abramoff. We found his Excellency with his staff 
under silk tents in a garden, where we were offered 
fruit. Then we followed the General in making an 
official tour of i n w i o n ,  first to the barracks and 
next to the military hospital. The latter was an 
airy building, said to have been erected by the late 
Khan for an asylum, ,but never finished, and since 
adapted to its pleoent use by the Russians. We I 

next went to h e  prison, where, in taking notes, my 
sqylographic pen-the first seen in the town-puzzled , 
the bystanders to krrow where the - ink came from. 
There was nothing remarkablein any of the buildings 
thus far visited, but vBe next entered a place of reater 
interest-namely, the palace of the late K f an of. 
Khokand. I had seen many, if not most, of t h e  
regal' and imperial palaces of Europe, but never 
before the dwelling of an Asiatic potentate, and thi 
one called for the more attention because in archi. &:. tectural preteilsions it outdoes any other modern native 
building in Central Asia. The ivy&, or, as it is 
called in Bokhara, #he "ark," which, like' Krenzl'in, 
means ' " the citadel," is situated in the centre of 

. the town, in an open space large enough for the 
Russian troops to exercise in. I t  is a huge rectan- 
gular construction, enclosing several courts and build- 
ings, and surrounded with inoat and high walls. A 
portion of these latter was blown up with dynamite, 

; by order of Skobeleff, at the taking of the town, to 
the great astonishmknt and stupefaction of the natives, 
by whom the like was never seen before. The palace - 

which is within this citadel, has towers at the corners 





j! very spacious, and surrounded by open galleries, the 
supporting columns being of wood, with graceful 
capitals. The pai~l ing on the friezes and ceilings 

, .ras m e l y  fine'and varied, and was perhaps the ' 
most artistic feature of the palace, for the enamelled 
bricks did not be& close inspection: and were not 
equal tothose of mediaeval make such as we afterwards 

Khan's throne room, where ambassadors used 

though somewhat similar in' style, it did not equal in 
, beauty the finished Alharnbra court in the Crystal 
' - Palace. The splendour was decidedly " barbaric," 
1 and from the room was an exit to a gallery, over- 
i; 
* - - w ; w m * ~ * i ~  A . - .  

. * I '  ' 
. L'r 
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! 
looking a courtyard, from which the Khan was 

. give his orders, ahd, I think we were told, @ 
his criminals put to death. The part of h e  ,$ 
which was used for a prison in the Khan's-th@ 

through it we -passed to the women'; quarter :d: 
, palace. They had, set apart for their use, a 

- - -pv i l ion  in the centre of a court, of which the& 
&re of variegated colours, no two being alih;; 

TRE PRIWE IK TRX PALACE OP THEALATE RHAX AT KROYUD. 
-1; - 

r 
mounted by sloping -boards to an upper 

knte r  their empty whter  apartments, whence 

stibjects in the persqns of a few Hindus, ap 94 
their . .  tiny . place . of worship ; and after .theL&f 

w i s r i n g u i s h e d  as wzakhaw and pi\ is said ,to be c 
. .. - .  \ . . .  <  iti ired . -  bl; Mictosoft . @ - 



s, and those who arb suffering from it are con- 
ed (as under the Levitical law, Numb. x. 2, 

. xiii. 46) to Iive in hamlets apart, communication , 

them, according to Kostenko, being strictly for- 
en. No objection, -however,. was raised to my , 

Sixteem men and six women were living in mud huts, 
in the depths of poverty, with no doctor coming near. , 
$ty .companion, Mr, Sevier, being a physician, was, of 

i, me, particularly interested in our visit. The first 
case we looked at was that of a boy with leprosy in 
h e  atrophic stage, with his face a mass of sores, and'bis. 
eyes eaten out ,  and a more revolting sight I think I 

/ a+er ,saw. The poor boy's.chief care seemed to be 
DD keep off the flies. H e  was born of leprous parents, 

I i 
? d o  had brought him thither and abandoned him. 
\-  IO a second caSe the eyes of the sufferer protruded, 

e claws from contraction of the 
of the saddest visits I paid in - 
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~urk i s t an ,  And it is much to be hoped that s o w  
benevolent Russians ere this may have attempted . 1 
something for the rnitigatiqn of the sufferings, even if. 
it be impossible to effect the cure, of Turkistan lepers. 
On account of their isolation, the stricken folk are 
deprived of nearly all civil advantages; they live for 
the most part on alms, marry only among thenaseIves, 
and bring irito the world children who soon b m e  
1epers.like themselves. As soon as the news reaches 
the makhaa of another stricken person, a deputatio,n 
immediately proceeds to demand that the afflicted one 
should be sent to the marked hamlet. Hither .boor 
persons are forcibly exiled, but the rich sometimes buy 
themselves off by a yearly payment of horn $5 to 
LIO. Even this, however, would not seem always to 
be feasible, for one stricken man at Khokand told me, 
as a proof of his former-prosperity. that he had three 
wives, but when taken sick he was driven away from 
home to his present position with one wife a d  child. , 

Having done what little I couId for the Iews, we I 

paid a second visit to the rnedresse. I tnd been -I 
distributing Russian tracts and other reading material 
in the barracks, hospital, and elsewhere, but unfortu- , 
nately I had none in the languages of the natives, I 

except a few ponderous *Persian Bibles and Arabic I 

New Testaments. I was anxious to ive one of kach : ! 
for the use of the students, though b . Ushakobf, as 
he afterwards told me, was not without some little fear ' 
as to how such an offer would be received. .I asked, 
however, for the principal mullah, and placed the , 

Bible in his hand, telling him that it was the best book 
we had in England, and that I begged his acceptance 

' 

thereof as a memorial of my visit. H e  bowed, received I 

it with great satisfaction, and soon showed that he  .- 
could read i ~ ,  whereupon I desired him to let it be 
read by all the students. 

We then went home, thinking to spend a quiet ev 
ing ; but, having a letter of introduction to 
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come to me, and this he did. When the man d 
that I had brought an introduction all the wa 
Moscow, he entreated that, though late, we 



FROM KHOZAND TO SAMARJXA~\~D. 

Localitv of Khokand ~roductive of mitre.-Deoarture from 

 o or din^ the Zarafshan.-Approachi sirnarkand. , " ,y 

- -  
living there as kxceedingly dull. Moreover, .ghoug 
the situation of the citv'is pleasant. and on three ,rivers. 

major portion of the troops to MarghiIan,. w 
now become the Russian capital.. . 

There was no necessity for me to go 
had seen the Governor, Genera1 A b r ~ o f f ,  
kend, and had given him, books for .the. ou 
the hospitals and prisons of Ferghana; so I 
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the weightier how by reason of a Kho- 
of mGl that had been presented me, and 
he native boots from Kashgar, the cham- 

trousers from Tashkend, and a helmet 
mail and battle-axe subsequently procured at 

h. 

Church Militant. Leaving M. Usl~akoff at lo o'clock 
cm a fine rnornin~. a dikuitt dote l  



of the suburbs, -with. mow mountains. 
horizon. At Bish-Avk they seeriled e 

* Illustratinx the naturalness of the expression of the two a 
said to Lot, " Nay, but w e  -,ill abide in the street aII nigM ' r  
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s' the air, and renders it very oppressive. The 
is milder than at Tashkend, the Syr here being 
ever frozen. The wall of the Mogol-Tau, 

4 m  feet high, on the opposite side of the river, 
klps  to intensify the heat, sheltering the town from 
h e  north wind, and absorbing and refracting the sun's 
rays. Summer,  to^, is longer than at Tashkend, and 
Khojend fruits are ripe a fortnight before those of 
Tashkend. 

When we passed through the bazaar it w~ early in 
the morning, so we thought it better nor to .call on 
the Nachalnik, but ask for horses to proceed imrne- 

, diately. We had now made 83 miles from Khojend, 
' and had before us r 8 r  miles more, with 1 1  stations 

to Samarkand. From Nau, where was a mud fortress, 
we sent back a message of thanks to Colonel Putimsoff 

r kindly arranging about our horses, and then break- 
f -ted, by way of fortifying ourselves for the longest 1 

sY e I think I ever took in Russia without 
' changing orses. I t  is marked in the post-book 27 

miles, but the driver declared it was 33. 1 believed 
him, and hired four horses, and they gave us another 
i-nto the bargain, so that we drove off with two leaders 
m d e r  a postilion, and a troika. For about twenty miles 
&he Iandscape presented nothing but an extensive lifeless 
deed,  with scarcely a tree. Then appeared an oasis 
here and there, and cultivation came into view with 

, Gelds of standing corn. During a11 the stage we m 
but one yemstchik, and few caravans, but saw a ma 
ploughing with oxen. This dreary drive took us th 
greater part of the day, and we were not sorry, 1 

. in the afternoon, to come within sight of the picturesqu 
; fortress of U ra-T iu be. *' 

Ura-Tiube, or Ora-Tippa, is a city set on a hi11 2,7 
feet above the sea The con~mandant was Colonel 
Vaulin. With much ado we got them to drag the 
carriage up to his house, where he was expecting us, 
and received us heartily. H e  quickly gave us some 



1 . -  
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dinner, and seemed thoroughly t 
enjoyment, for ,so dull was the pl 
five persons in it to constitute "society,"t 
as pleased with our visit. as we were. The 

,situated at the foot of two emin 
mounted by the citadel, whilst on the s 
other lies the north-westem 

we had a g&d view of the barracks and the 
which has a circumference of about four m i h - v  
encircled by a double wall. 

I inquired at Ura-Tiube a 
moral condition of the people, and was t 
adjacent places sacred in Muhammadan 
traditions attached worthy of Papal Rome. 
half a mile out of the town, was the tomb 
over which was built an arch that in process 
began to -drop in the cent 
to propping it up, they cu 
succession, not one of which, 
would exactly fit ; whereup 
decided to go to sleep, and 
hundred trees walked off t 
sent back a stone pillar, and this the 
waking, found erecte 
stood. Another saint. 
Tiube, water began to is 
the inhabitants surrounded 
i t  is now considered holy. 
the native men was said to be exceedin 
.all'sorts of disgusting ciime common. 

Colonel Vaulin would gladly a -have had us pro1 
our stay, but it seemed better to press on, and 



$Road KHOKAND TO $A MARKAND. 

e started' forward. T h e  r6ad was* 
d, as we travelled slowly, 1 man 
the five hours we drove to Savat, 

lng that the next stage would be a heavy one, 
again hired four horses, and were given five. We 
s sped on during the night to Zarnin, where once 

ere was a mud fort, and to Ravat, and by breakfagt- 
time had descended to Jizakh, a town 970 feet abbve 

inhabitants. Thus far from U y- 
skirting the bise of the Turkistan 

: range of mountains, along a route with hills adjacent. 
- ,The  road frequently crossed the little stream that 
' waters Jizakh, sometimes keeping along its high.loamy 
'' banks, but at others climbing the hill-side. On one 

ol these latter occasions I remember noticing a 
s eimtn of semi-nomad life, in tents pitched near 

. m e '  p pts of cultivated land, and specimens of rude 

- 6 v i n g  laid along the ground. 
We passed two villages lying under the hill-side, 

I with flat roofs and walled yards, and then entered, a 

i rn valley of the Kara-Tau chain, through which iuns-.$e 
stream Jizakh just referred to, virhilst the road leads 

.. rkrvlugh a defile not more than a hundred yardsbig 
'- 'width, called the Gates of Tamerlane, though, there 

to be no local reason for the name. -:Thii 
tant pass connects the Syr-daria and Zarafshaq 

eys, and has witnessed many a sanguinary conflict. 
I-, Q45 our right rose the scarped cliff some 400 feet 

high, of a pyramidal slaty rock.. On  its surface are 
1 cut two Persian inscriptions. The  first commemorates ' ' a campaign to, and the return in safety from,, the 
I' country of the Mongds in 1425 ,  by Ulug-Bek, the 

celebrated grandson of Tamerlane ; and the second 
informs the traveller of a victory in 1571 af Abduliah 
Khan, who with 30,000 men put to flight an army of 

; 400,000, This victory is attributed " to a fortunate 
7 .conjunction of the stars," and it is added that so many 
!- were killed that for a month blood continued to run 
L 

*. 
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also the raising a heap for a similar purpose a 
the nomad Kirghese E had met, and to which 
alluded ; but I do not remember meeting in Ce 
Asia any exemplification of the custom of se 

another goat and begin again. 
We passed but few houses on the road to Sarailyk, 

and then proceeded across extensive plains, frequendy' 
through cuItivation. By evening we reached Karnenny-. 

* Deut. xxvii. 2 .  
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soaked as we feared it might have done, so that we 
had only to put back our goods and proceed. We 
passed the hill of Chupan-Ata, and soon found our- 
selves on a well-made road, with trees on either 

. hand. Along this we passed to the  palace of the 
,. Governor, and thus arrived at the ancient capital of 

the Timurids. 

f 

Univ Calif - Digitize8 by Microsoft 'rl' 





for governors of provinces, and furnishes them, 
so that 1 was fairly familiar with the interior arrange- 
Jnts of the house ; but this palace at Samarkand was 

.. mrrounded by finer gardens, and had a more imposing 
' -  mroach than any other similar residence I remem- 
1. . k e d  to have seen. General Korolkoff, who was 
p. mporarily acting as Governor, was not living in the 

cer but, though early, we went to him at once, and 
ml him one of the most polished and intellectual of 

' $#mian officers it has been my good fortune to meet. 
* m y  is one of his studies, and apart from the incro- 

, &tionofGeneralsAbrarnofTand Ivanoff, I hadanother 
& lzim Crom M. Regel, the director of the Botanical 

L Gwdens at Petersburg. The General spoke French, 
' . and was able to give me a,good deal sf  information, so 
1:' that our time spent indoors was both pleasant and [ -instructive. 

We were impatient to see the " lions" of the  town, 
-d madk our way first to the Gur-Emir, a small but I - lofty mausoleum surnlounted by a melon-shaped dome . .  

- .  she top being pefhaps from zoo ro 250 feet high. On 
.the sides of the building rose twp minarets, one being 
already in ruins, and the other not safe enough to. 

fi 
rl 
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sent round the cornice enormous Arabic let* 
c w l d  be read. I should think, more thari a mile- 

the court w* enclosed within a wall, and V a d  - 
found 'it, but now the gateways alone rernainiq.1 

of Ispahan." We m&nt five stone steps, an8 &b 
distance of six paces another step, and then u 
the first wooden door leading to a vestibule; d 
being modern and dain without. but carvd  - 

and dver it is a low, square, wood& w i n k  did 
work : above this is a second window of a l a b a m  

the left is a door opening- into a 164, arched chgi 
surmounted by four cupolas, wherein, accord- 
Fedchenko, are the tombs of Timur's son Mirzk - 

Rokh and his farnilv. Still further to .the .l& 

~Ldchenke in the crypt, :n the wall of which, he-& 
" there was once a .door through which the d e d  
brought in, but it is now built up with bricks. At.6 
time there were four entrances into this building. s h  
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On the floor of the mausoleum, surrounded 

The floor of the mausoleunl near the* 
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., d r Mongol princess. ~ e v o t e e s  and pilgrims used to 
h k  with great reverence to Timur's grave, but the 

'P,lace seems to have fallen into, neglec 
of the Russians. 

About a hundred paces from the 
a small building called Ak-Serai, where, tradit 1 , some of Timur's yives are buried. The p1a 
in ruins, and serves as a stable, but in Vamb 
there was hanging aloft on the side of the 
skein, said to contain, from the beard of the 
hair which was supposed to have prot 
dome From further decay. I saw nothi 
Prophet's beard, though I may ment 
of the Gur-Emir was cracked from the 
recent earthquake, and at the time of 
undergoing repairs. I took the 
specimens of the enamelled bricks, 
1 mounted the scaffolding, .accompanied by a num 
of boys, who readily searched among the &his 
suitable pieces, and one of them brought several 
his lap to the palace. 

, _  The object in Samarkand next in int 
tomb is, beyond question, the mosque of Shah-Zin 
The legend related by the mulla 
building is that a thousand years 
saint, whose name was Hazret-i-S 
one day dug a pit and disappeared 
he would live there for ever. Time 
were unmistakable signs of the continued existence 
of the saint. Timur, wishing to be convinced of 
the miraculous preservation of the holy man, caused 

- several persons to be let down into the pit. But none 
. of them came again to the top, whereupon one man 

volunteered to descend, directing, however, that heli 
should be lowered head foremost, because he said  it^! 
was not respectful to g o  down feet foremost to thebfi 

' saint. When this man reached the bottom of the pit 
he found the saint in prayer, and was so struck Liy his 

= 5 
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appearance that he fainted, and remained sense 
three days, When he recovered, the saint 
all was well, because he was evide 
man, but that if he uttered a word o 
he and his children t 
dumb. O n  regaining 

. threatened by Tin~ur  with 
, it came to pass that he+was 

Timur, in the interest of the poor man, fo 
he was himself answerable, prayed to the saint, 
propitiate him, erected in his honour tFe splendid 
called the Shah-Zindeh (or living king), Nevert 
says the legend, that man and his chi1 
eighth generation were all dumb. 

The mosque of Shah-Zindeh, or !nore 
Kasim-bin-Abbas, is situated abou 
city gates, built, as it were, in stages on t 
hill, on which is an immense cepetery, st 

' 

from which are visible the seven domes of the 
The gateway opens upon the road, and is 
by several steps. On the right at 
court, with chambers for the mu1 
excellent water, whi 

' where Muhammad 
entered, worship was being cond 
madan sect calIed 
service I had seen 
" howling " dervishes, which I s 
Mounting a broad flight of 3 
were once covered with marbl 
uncovered' galIery, flanked b 
open at' the side and capped 

Along this gallery were pointed out to us 
tombs, and among them those of a sister and an  u 
of Tamerlane, the enamel work on 'all of the 
more beautiful than any I s 
Asia, unless, perhaps, at 
Schuyler's time he says that -there 
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fragments to be picked up, but the Russians have' 
since done much, as at Tamerlane's tomb, to restore - 
the building and remove, theh ~2h-k. I found the 
mullahs very willing to get me some specimens, 
and, though makin heavy baggage, I was thankful to 
secure some of eac f kind. 

At the end of the gallery we came to the ancient 
mosque with its courts, chambers, and crypt. In one 
of the rooms was a door of iron grating, secured by a 
fish-shaped lock, having behind it, dimly distinguish- 
able, a monument, or object covered with cloths. In 
an  adjoining room was an immense Koran, 6 feet by 4 
when open, and we were shown an underground cell, 
where devotees might shut themselves up for 40 days, 
fasting and praying to the saint. In reply to my 
inquiry how much those fasting ate, I was informed 
that of the ro or 15 who come there annually, some 
eat on the evening of each day, some only once in 
three days, and all as little as possible. I n  former 
times the rulers of Samarkand paid their reverence at 
Shah-Zindeh before entering the city in triumph, and 
the mosque became a famous place of pilgrimage. In 
Vambery's day there were offered for the faithful to 
kiss, three flags, an old sword, and a breastplate, as 
relics of Timur, and also there were said to exist 
certain relics of the saint; but I saw nothing of these, 
and when I wished to look down the well of Shah 
-2indeh, E was asked not to do so, the mullahs saying 
that even von Kaufmann, the Governor-General, had 
respected the holy place, and did not enter there. 

: These things naturally reminded me of the so-called 
holy places on the European Continent, but the votive ' , 

. offerings left at the holy places of Idam are fewer and 
much poorer than the offerings at the shrines of Roman 

k' l  , or Russian saints. Here they consisted W 1 y  of 
prayer-cloths, on which Moslems have knelt. and of 

. pictures brought by pilgrims from Mecca. I found 
1 the mullahs by no means fanatical, for they thankfully 
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either side of the principal entrance is a slender 
onal tower measuring 54 feet round. from which ' 

mosaic is peeling fast. 
L". uare stone - slab, sloping towards , the 

~;UssuIman ablutions, and in the middle o 
.kg is an immense rahle,. or lectern, of 

' 

.;r feet long by 6 wide, having the app 
ahping desks joined at the lower' sides 
on nine low pillars. On this former1 
huge copy of the Koran, seen by the R - who visited Samarkand in 1770. 

r 1  its parchment book and 
!I within sight of a high win 

Bibi-Khan- used to sir 
- s f  the lectern now consists i 

' 

G w e r  bf permanently curing pains in the back-bdn 
- rcwided the sufferer manages t '%e faithful do in dl dire 
- . . Bibi-K hanum lies burie 

building, called Bibi-Khanurn- 
Russian authorities wer 

lmedresses of rubbish, the 
. - d i c h  had been concealed by 
-9 and almost forgotten, but 

- i - ~ ; ; ~ ~  the tomb of Bibi-Khan 
- j&e roof, falling in, broke 
i.., , -&posed a large vault cont 
,y Cnscriptions of prayers in 

without names or dates. I entered the vault,--'and 
# . - 6aw there' five toinbstones, all lying east and * s t ,  

and said t o .  be those of Bibi and four children. 
The mosque .and mcdrrsse of Bibi-Khanurn a r e t o o .  
much dilapidated to be repaired or restored, but the' P; Russians have cleared away the &his, and sur-; 
rounded them with palings to keep them from further 
.injury. 

Fi-om these buildings we went to the citadel to see 
another curiosity-said .to date from Timur's days- 
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namely, a coronation stone, c 

The Kok-!ash is a 
with dark streaks, polished 

, besques on the sides, and w 
corners. There. is a railing 
to keep it from injury, and 
affixed ap object alluded 
Schuyler, though I have 
-namely; an oval piece 
nut, bearing an Arabic inscription engraved. in 
letters. 
I When we walked down from the gallery some 

feet, into the central space below, somewhat rese 

we were told, for the, execut 

whither, according to t 
repair for recreation. One 
ruin small apartments in ad 
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s w n d  floor. The inhabitants of Samar- 
rdatetthd BBibi-Khanum built this for her tomb, ' 

to be large, and full of gardens, and these, wafered 
- -  by three streams, give to it an aspect less dismal 'than - 

I most of the towns we had seen. At the same:time, it 
, . . .  . !  .. 
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d ia ren t  parts of the woi-ld, and in the obse&at$~  . .,A- .-. ->. . 
and college to have had more than ,a hundred person?,: .! 
constantly occupied in scientific pursuits, . ,. B U $ ? ' ~ & ~  
oollege, though once the home- of mathematics' ah? 
learning, is now in .a ruinous state. It  is only: orin 
Awr hi&, and contains 24 rooms. I tsend&i'in,eiit is 

1 ;  490 acres of land, 2 bazaars, 2 I I shops, and-7 $:.&& 

houses, .bringing in an 'annual income of L I oo. :' ' 
. !:The ctllkge on the east is the Shir-Dar, which!-h$sLFfi 

frow-a hfty arched portal, with two stories of stu&t$ 
r a p s .  The sides of the- medresse have no window6 
At the corners in front are minarets, aid  at the 

- .end cupolas surmounted by rne1on:shaped domes. .' .I,G 
&e upper corners of the faqade over t h ~  archark 'rud? 

* ..., representations in blue and yellow tiles of the lidnrayd 
'&e sun, the Persian arms, whence the name gi~kFL@ 
-*d medresse of SAir-Bar, or lion-bearin -The  9, 

- -b, ticbly decorated with inosaic in eair % &piaiei? Jas '.-, -4 

.d p e n ,  blue, white, and red. The  interior ejingernenl; 
kicentral  Asian colleges generally consists d : a  tag,: 

. qtiadrangular court, surrounded by a ?an@ bf buildiiigkg 
with chamber3 for teachers and pupils ;. .theLmesjed, 
mosque, or, as we should say, chapel, being.:on, the 
side towards Mecca. . On entering the Shir-Dar, the 

: three blocks of buildings are seen to have two 
: tolerably Iofty stories, containing 64 chamber$ each. 1 for two students, many of whom go away in summer to. 

- r B work. This rnedresse and the Tillah- Kari are said ta- 
r have been built about 16x8 by Yalang Tash Rahadur, 

a n  Uzbeg, and vizier of Imam Kuli Khan, from the 
,~poils of the shrine at Imam Riza in Meshed ; and 

: an inscription on the walls of. the ~ h i r - ~ a r ;  in verse,. . 
r .  
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in honour of the builder, affirms that the 
beholding these splendid edifices, pIaced the 
astonishment on her lips. 

The college on the north side of the Rhigista~ %. 
called TiGIah-Kaa; that is, covered with tillarks, w 
gold coins. The exterior is a good deal c k k b k d  ;. .' 
it has minarets, and two stories of windows in front, 
whilst the intkrior is in a better state of presetvatkn 
thari either of the two just described. Here  we w e  
taken tq the'mosque on the left-hand side of the court, 
and our attention was drawn to the carved woodwork 
steps of the gilded marble pulpit, an whieh the 
moulding approached very nearly to the dog-tooth 
carving of the Gothic styIe. Greater pains and art 
seem to have been bestowed on this rnidressg than 
on the others, and more gold is seen in the s r n a m m -  
tion. T h e  wall of the kibkh, or ni 
to be the Irnaum (or image, called 
sents itself to the Moslem mind 
and bears the inscription, " There is no 
and Muhmmad is His Prophet." * 

Opposite the Shir- Dar in the R 
was called to a square, raised pl 
its corners the small conical tomb of a butcher who 
supplied the workmen with their meat 
the medresse. Schuyler says he frequen 
there and other votive offerings, so tha 
butcher ,was a sairit. 

There are other ancient bu 
ings in and around the city, 
the giant Daniar Palvan, a 
palace Khilvat-Khaneh, said t 

' one of the wives of Tamerlane ; 
* All these rnedresses, and, in fact, the religious buildings enerally 

of Ceotral Asia, are ornamented with enamel work of the following 
kinds: first, bricks with a smooth surface covered with a coat of selh 
coloured enadel. The pieces I obtained from Tamerlane's tomb prep 
all of this character, nor did I see there any other. Secondly, the samq 
but with two shades of one colour in the same brick. Thirdly, m i n e  
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id sufficient for the present of the Muham- 
and their antiquities, and so turn 'to the 

sors of a more ancient and,' to me, nqre 
sting religion-namely, that of the 'Centkl 

&eces of brick about half an inch thick, coated'kith self-coloured 
enamel. fitting one into the other, and arranged in mosaic in albed of !- 
plaster. Of this I secured a specimen 10 inches long by'j-broad, the 
calours of the pieces being of dark blue, fight green; two shades, of 
brownish-yellow, and +bite. Fourthly, bricks with open work, mouIded 

. .f :i 
me class, but of finer workmanship, obtained from the Tillah- 



CHAPTER XIX, 

OUR STA Y AT SAMAIPXA ND. 

Visit to ~eksh quarters during the Feast 'of Tabe 
choristers.-Visit to rabbi.-Local traditions 
Hebrew prbhunciation.-Visit to military an 
Education and morals of Russian officen an 
bazaar.-Public-houses of Zarafshan, and 

E had not been many hours in Samark 

way how much more strict in keeping their law 
Asiatic than the European Jews. He left us 
return from the Gur-Emir, and we set off 
Rhigistan with another interpreter ; but after , 

the three medresses and the Shah-Zindeh, alr 
scribed, we went by a cross-cut to the Jews' 
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one of their wealthy men, perhaps he who built. 
n a g y  for he bore' the same name, and it-.  - -  

were to- see hovS they kept the',: '- .. . . .  , ' I .  I '  
i s !  

en was ,erectkd a mttdn ?&it k..? . , * I  00% 
might be eaten. for seven :day+# 
Lord Mayor's letter-:-SAd :)he 

Moscow rabbi, received at bkO:+t 
,*kbme, and was invited io eat. The arifikf Jewis 7 
.,:h directed (h. xxiii 39-41 ; Neh. yiii.14iI$! 

that the people should dwell in huts,? which.,~~:.strlJ$ 
.,. interpreted to mean that the roof, if notthe '  si'd% 
-iu should be of branches : but these would not be;;.&$tl$j 

obtained in sufficient quaritity in Samarkand, and -I-a'fri~ 
.'?if: . under the impression that nor even the roof wa$ _% 

had . remembered ' t$$: 
ing, at least,- " the f&iE~ 

' olivg branches, and pine: 
rbches and palm branch&$ 
" Parhaps these latter ,w$$ 

ented by the. M y  decorations over our heads r - .2J rm of a largdfwwork,  something like a'-$$aq,;, 
from which hanging, a ples, -quinces 

ilst M the earpete S floor wk~&~pj3c"8$ 
istachio nuts, grapgg, 'p'e2hksT 

utton and car& pies- ?-xd! 
k&rnels. Many" canie- jr~;, 

o n  their haunch& but not 
the four sides of the tent. .I began, 
rn with questions respecting' their:. " 

hat of their brethren in Bokhara. In. 
case of the latter tve heard again the story related, . 

ow that the Bokhariot Jews may not.. 
es for, their need, that they may, 
Mussulman without the Emir's 

that they may not ride on horseba$km,in the . ' 

of Bokhara, that their head-covei-ing must be a . 
* .se, not 51;la, whikh latter is a.tent of skins mr clpth. . ' . , .  
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black calico',cap, worth only a few pence, and r 
about their loins, not even of leather, but 
also that when a Mussulman beats or insult 
the 'latter must alwavs look down and humblv : 
An 
unt 
the 

ler- h 
the 

diswi 
and my informants said that so ibtirnidated 
Bokhariot Jews that they dared not 
the Russians for help. . I  i n q u i d  whether E 

A JEW= OP CENTRAL U I A .  .&J-=+-= 
ao anything by interceding with the Emir m5 
behalf, but they said '' No," for that such 3 4$ 
would onIy make matters worse. - .  -4 

On leaving the tent I was i n v i t d  to looL-a>a 
house rnv host was buiIdin~. which evidendv he-* 
very The many--01oured decoraiio* 
walls, after the fashion of the Sarts, was 
feature that struck me, and we then walked m-dd 
roof, where apricots were drying in . sun. 
could see down into a neighbowing yard, where r 
voung Tewess, unveiled. This would -be- called & 
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amlark in ~ n ~ l a n d ,  but directly she caught sight of 
she ran away, as if it were improper to be seen 
iled by a stranger. Perhaps this would not have 
so, however, had my host been alone, as I believe. 
ewish women in Central Asia are veiled only in 

he streets to protect themselves from insult. On, 
leaving, Moses, our Jevish interpreter, pressed us to' 

. came and Iook at his festal tent. This we did, and.: 
noticed, among the things suspended, a plant whose . 
seeds were said to cure squinting. 

We then went to the synagogue, allowed to the 
Jews of Samarkand only since the Russians cam .; 
where the best chorister in the region was that evenirk: 
to sing. )The crowd was dense, and in a short time 
two singers appeared; the "prinzo," a delicate, modest-! 
looking man, who blushed at the eagerness with which 
his ,ahival was awaited, whilst the " s ~ c m h "  was a 
brazen-faced fellow, who carried his head on one side, 
as if courting attention, land with the assurance that he ' 
should have it. They were introduced to us, and: 

"s an  at once, that we might hear. The singing, so 
&I ed, was the most remarkable that up to that time - I, 
hsd ever heard. The first voice led offin a. key so; 
@, that he had to strain for some seconds before he 
esarkl utter a sound at all. After this he proceeded very 
AwIy as to the number of words he sang,, but pro-, 

- longed his notes into numerous flourishes, screaming 
m h d l y  as he could in falsetto. T h e  second voice was , 
hn accompaniment for the first ; but as both bawled as 

. stoutly as possibIe, I soon voted it anything but good 
music, and intimated that it was time for us to go. 
, The con regation, moreover, were crowding round, 

without t E e smallest semblance of their being engaged 
in divine worship. They were anxious to detain us, 
however, as long as possible, and the rabbi having 
read my documents, showed us such objects of interest 
as they possessed ; among others a specimen of very 
diminutive writiig, and he asked my acceptance, as a 
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frica) lives a people whom the Chinese call sons 
ram, and that Mussulmans profess to the Jews in 

arkand to have seen their brethren in China ; but 
Samarkand Jews have not dohe so, and for this 

: eqpderful reason, that the aforesaid river is hot on six 
.&y8 and cold only on the seventh, on which day it 
~ l d  be unlawful for the Jews to cross ; but the 

. Muhammadans, not being similarly bound, embrace 
the opportunity to do so. A second version is that 
the river, in its course, throws up stones every day, 
except on the Sabbath.* Another traditional Israeli- 
tish story he gave, that Sarnarkand had been de- 
sroyed seven times, ;tnd therein had perished 24,000 
Kphanim Jews, these havin had a separate cemetery 
from the Israelites. Tamer f ane, he informed me, was 
a i d  to have brought from Meshed seven families of 
.Jews, and that their descendants were still living at 
Bqkhara and Samarkand. But all these, I fancy, were 
very much of the nature of " idle tales," for the rabbi 
s ~ d  that the Jews had not been in Samarkand more 
than a century, and he added that they were from the 
yibes of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh. 
The rabbi then added they were Sephardim or Spanish, 

* With this stoly told to me of Jews existing in China, which I heard 
dsd a€ Khokand, it is interestin to compare the account of Mr. Finn, 

- -st ing the orphan colony b Jews *' in the city of Kae-Fmg-Foo, 
who (in 1870) were all but absorbed into the surrounding Cbinese and 
Muliamrnadans. Tablets on their synagogue testified to severai migra- 
tions thither, the first in the Chow dynas between B.C. 1122 and 
3.c. 249, and a third as late as A.D. 11 r 3, In 1843 a letter was 
addressed to them, and sent through the English consul at Ning-po. 
Five years later, tidings were heard of the people; and a little later a 
letter from them was received, telling of the decay of their reli ion and 
synagogue. Some supposed, from the information given, $at the 
colony arrived from Khorassanand Samarkand on the way from Persia, - because Peman words were found in some of the inscri tians of their 
sacred books. Messengers were rent to the colony from.f!ishop Smith, 
of victoria, and some of their Hebrew writings purchased. The remnant 

i of the people was again visited in 1866 k$ Dr. Martin, an American 
Presbyterian missionary, and considerable interest in their desolate - 

-condition has been shown by both Jews and Christians, though I am 
aot aware that any practical suggestions on their behalf have been 
successfully carried out a 

I 6 
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, From the military hospital the General took us to 

see two schools and an asylum, established by the 
Russians in part for the education of natives. I n  the 
boys' schooI were 77 scholars, of whom na were 
Russians, 30 Jews, and the remainder Sartsl Among 
the last was the son of the native police-master of the 
Sart towp, a boy of 14, who had been three years- 
in the school. He was dressed in khalat, with 
printed cotton trousers, yellow boots, and a white 
turban. He had, moreover, a watch and chain, and 
\vw evidently a grandee, rejoicing in the name of 
Sevarkul Bek Sultanbelroff. Another Sart boy sported 
a watch by " John Salter, ,London," I did not gather 
that the Sarts showed any extraordinary capacity, or 
that they were particularly keen for instruction. The 
Jewish boys in the school mentally excelled all their 
sc~oolfellows, and came in goodly numbers ; but to 
thk girls' school, whither ' we next went, neither Sarts 
nor Jews would send. their daughters* though both 
schools were free. This, I presume, would be too- 
great an innovation on their Oriental ideas. The 24 
scholars in the girls' school were all Russian. Besidg 
these two institutions, 1 heard of a boarding-school .i.nnl 
Samarkand, where the boys wear uniform, and we; 
visited an asylum for orphans and poor children, sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions, the funds being 
raised, as so often is the case in Russia, by concerts, 

' bazaars, etc. The building contained, however, onIy 
four girls and five boys. 

After visiting the schools we went to the'citadel, 
where are the town barracks, whilst the camp was 
situated, as we afterwards saw, r 5 miles on the south 
of the town. We were thrown into the company of 
a good many officers in Turkistan, and the impressiorl 
they left on my mind was favourable. I thought 
Russians seemed rather fond of telling us that many 

. of the Turkistan officers were of questionable character. 

.*baying squandered their fortund in viciolis living i t  ..> * ; . 
> 



' Petersburg, and then come to Central Asia to i65ep;  
themselves. Others, again, were supposed to be *I 
for the extra pay, and the opportunities in war dh@f 
rapid advancement. Drunkenness is reported .tb 1.b . 
the chief vice among the troops, and the great 
of crimes and offences are committed by the 
this state. During the severe expedition to I&+& 
when the troops were forbidden the use of spi*; & - 
a ration of tea issued instead, ofinces, it was &&, - 

a .  were rare. 
We saw near Sarnarkand a number of flat targ& to , 

represent soldiers drawn up in line of battle to 'be a& 
at for practice in three ways, at the head, at haWitIic 
body, and the whole body, at various distan& d m  
loo up to 1,000 yards. Had we stopped a few ;dais 
longer we could have seen some practice, but n* I 
can only quote from my statistics, to the effect Wq'b 
bail practice the rifle battalions head the list with *&t 
predicates of ' very good " and " excellent," the p r ~ t &  
of the rest of the army being less satisfactory. ' 

The same day on which we visited the citadel, -&& 
its barracks-and soldiers, we saw also the  baxaar. . %is 
building suffered a good deal at the time of the ~ririikh I 
conquest, and has been to some extent rebuil 
remains, however, a large octagonal building 
to the old bazaar, wherein we  bought skull 
some native olive-green snuK and small go 
serve for snuff-boxes. Samarkand does a cons 
trade in cotton, silk, wheat, and rice, also in 
fruit, horses, sheep, and mules, Wheat, rice, 
are exported principally to Bokhara. The bpattrSh'% 
sent throu h Tashknd to Russia. From the ~ o ~ b t  7 

3 
province o Shahr-i-sabz, lying sauth of Sarnarkaad, t h y  
bring wheat, excellent fruit, including pomegradea, 1 
and pomegranate rind for making a red dye, Iikei$Se- i 
silk webs. From the province of Hissar is 
salt, well known for its excellent quality. T h e  baz 
is seen to greatest advantage on market dayq f h  

U r ~ t v  C a l ~ f  - Dlgrttzed by Mfcrnsoft (6' 1 
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r , is Thursdays or Sundays, when the principal street 
Q from the place Bibi-Khanurn to the Righistan is so 
, full of people that there is hardly room to move, but 

supposed to be, and for the most part are, abstai 
, from intoxicating drinks. 

Besides these subjects of general interest, we dis- 
cussed my future journey. Thus far I had accomplished 



through' Daul and Chimbi mcmKatte:K 

sabz, and to send my 
which I should have to go through on my rou 
road to Bokhara. . 

a; third as a sump 
inspection to the p 
and 1 fixed upon two stallions, a chestnu,t for: 
and a Black for Mr. Sevier, at what I thoug 
wonderfully ,cheap pr 

steeds, and took t 



us, said he had pass 

and another native b 

'.;.it- leaves ruins bare, and tho 
: thMer sometimes find money 
I +ride a small cameo that he said 

qhich has on it a st 
wnclude it to be of 
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creatures. ' The Khoja said that, were he 
old, he should be well pleased to go!with 
interpreter, since he knew, the country wdl: 
antiquities, such as enamelled bricks,. *ere 
us by the mullahs, and when -to a 
added, as a present, an Arabic Mew Testam 
Turkish Gospel, they ex 
fact, I went on Suhday 

world, and the world to us, As it was, I had re 

During our stay at the pahe, 
more of General Ivanoff, our 
had left at Tashkend. H e  
being of remarkably even te 
particularly pleased, 
displeasure. They told us 
of endurance. An instanc 
from Petro-Alexandrovsk, 
to Nukus, a distance of I I 6 miIes, staying for 2 

only, and then retu 
36 hours, and then sett 
writing immediately. His 
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OUX STA Y AT SdMARHAN.. 349 

in terms equally high. At the taking of Khiva, 
and nine others were surrounded in fight by Turko- * 

mans, and he was wounded in the arm ; also by a 
passing <thpugh under his knee-cap, and another 

F~ through his regimental cap, cutting open the scalp ; 
but even then they said that he declined having his 

! own wounds dressed till he had looked after the welfare 
of those,'wounded with him. I did not realize at 
Tashkend that I had read of him as Colonel Ivanoff, 
the Governor at-the fortress to which Colonel Burnaby 
was brought after his "ride to Khiva," or that he 
was the same who generously gave up to MacGahan 
a portion of his tent in the Khivan campaign; but I 
shall not smn forget his kindness in giving us quarters 
& hia house,,.and doing so much to render .pleasant 
BW stay at Samarkand. 





- .  

, I -$;fB4$.@> .WIJQNS., 2 . %? 

, stiU Ja;rs,-defrandy, but as affording 
tslt 4 !did.not write at randpm. 

ngyine as to suppose that all are, 
d, ' Even among my friends 

did not see things in thei- 
suspicion was pleasantly 

appeared, by the late Dean 
me on' another subject, play- 

.those letters in the' 9 h ~ e s  
,.qy&e..yours. . . . . I ,  should very much doubt whether 
* e  qunniqg. Russians. have not deceived you. They 
k , ~  what: they, were .abut  when they gave you 

'q&$pnt liberty: of.zceq t~ alI their prisons. Do you 
':sj. kf there wkre tiny horrors, they would show 
t h .  q~ you ? They saw in. a moment that, if 

app+wtly open,dl Siberia to you, they 
what ' they have- ,got,+ whitewashing in 
,I I -am m a ,  a,vi.olent Anti-Russ ; but I 

~evc  that-they wwld show to any Englishman 
.heavy irons in. Siberia." 

aot think that the 
wr inspection 7" And 

the affirmative by the 
ority of " a  Russian 

ers were sent before 
. wear a favourable 
this I -wrote to the 
ant, or any other, 

sinformed, I am 
shall be happy 
press, provided 

, dates, names, and 
d .general statements 

is ,rejoinder the editor, did 
re -inserted the challenge 

h, and fifth editions of: 
one .has taken .up the 

, '<-.? L i  . . .  . . 

t ' 
I .. 
I 
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SIBPBJAN PBfSONS. iaJS- . 7 .. 
ed me, Tor the Vice-Go$ernor want& .to tele- 

. 

to the capital for permission to show us the - 
&mn, but could not do so because in the fire at 
-Mutsk the telegraph lines were broken. Yet here I 
-wed in the morning, and went where .I liked and 
.aw aU I pleased. But, further, supposing for the 
sake of argument that all had been prepared from 
Petersburg up to this point, I now altered my plans ' 
fix the fourth time, in -this case radically, and, instead 
of retracing my steps, went on to the Amur, through 
:the very heart of the convict country. At Chita the 
supposed expectation s f  my coming did not by any 
appmrrces betray itself. At Kara, indeed, my 
coming was heralded by telegraph ; but on reaching 
Khabardka, had I been a hunted hare I could not'; 
b more completely doubled upon my pursuers, for, , '  
d e m a s  my papers set out that I was going 600 miles 
-th to Vladivostock, the steamer havrng left, I 
*&red straightway .to go 600 miles north to 
*Nikolaefsk, and on my arrival I next morning pre- 
m d  myself to the prison officials. 
;.- Zf, then, after detailing these five changes of phm, 
-& ,reader stiIl thinks that the Russian authoritis 
q e d  to keep ahead of me with their messages and - . ~~ during my five months' journey over 8,000 
m k ,  then I must acknowledge that he has a belief 
Iku - the foresight and consummate watchfulness of 
Sni r ian  officials such as I do not possess; and 
& ask next, W h a ~  were the things the Russians . 
kfkl not permit me to see? or, What were the steps 
&ey took to " make things wear a favourable aspect " ? 
k ~ u s e ,  until the aforesaid '' Russian informant;' 
rlllr .some other, can back up his assertions or suspicions 

' 

' by something like p m f ,  the answer I must give to , 

. friends is this : In  certain instances, as at Kansk, 
?Xutsk, Kara, and Vladivostock-where my visit was 
Mnitely expected some hsurs previously-things may I 
b v e  been made to wear a holiday aspect, so far d 

- 7  
4 
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' *-I . . . ,  

. SIBBRIAN PRISONS. !" .-?; , !' . . I '  

deviate from the plain truth in speaking abd.ut oth& : 
.As far is my own experience goes, there may tk , 

1! 
I ' 

-1  maby things said respecting a wide field for improv8- . . -, ., 

'. 

ment here, but from general experience I can testiq : 
I I that I always have seen prisoners in Russia treated -:.' - 

,',,. 

with much kindness by officials as well as the public 
at large. .At the time of the last rising in Poland in., f . .  I :+:_ .. !-,. . 
1862-3-4, I served as locomotive superintendent. on* ::;-; :- :' 

, , 

Moscow-Nijny railway. As may be supposed, feelins ' -I:/'+ : , 
ran high, but I never saw a single act of unkindnek 'I;. . , :. 

against any of the Polish prisoners, who were carried: , . .: ~' . 
bri the Nijny railway in large numbers at the ,  time in,. + - $ .  . 

, Question. Nor have' I ever since seen any prisoner' ,:; I . i7 . 

treated anything but well-sometimes even, according.5;. - .' :: 
to my notion, too well ; that is to say, the prisoner has,?.:$'bi: 1 ,. 
got less work, more food, more dothin and be t tq  d:'t$ :, k ,' lo ings, ,than many a free man can get y his laboui,' - ; P ' . : ~  2'' .. 
an? often emugh the prisoner has experienced more ii:.;;~; 
kindness at the hands of prison officials, than the frt$e,;:..:: I . , 

maa from his employers." These testimonies, then; ::. '. :,. , . ' 
wholiy unsought by me, 1 leave to speak for theni,'?ib,::i( , 

. 

. .L selves. ..- . ,., . G - ,,% 
, , 

: Besides the suspicions of friends, however, I have,:. .. -,. . 
been confronted with the. Siberian chapter in .theq::. 

.story af " Called Back," by '' Hugh Conway," and have I ' r been asked how that rallies with- wty account. Her&- ,: 
upon I would first inquire, Is the story fiction or ; ' 
fact? As fiction, I have little to say to the novel, ; . , 
except that the author has not learned his lesson - .  

. . 
.. - 

.perfectly. When, however, he says, " I expect to be - B ,  E -  

believed. . . . . All else save this one thing I could ...- ._ 
prove to be true," does the author wish his readers to - . . - , 

understand that he really went to Siberia and saw the . + 7 '  

facts he records ? If SO, then I detect in " Called .. d l  , ,I 

' - -.+; J B X ~ "  another of the series of apocryphal books on - . . I .  

%hat much-abused country, and can only regret - that . * a . I .  # ,  

lzhe popular tale will " carry the lie round the world, 
' . . 

b - 
while Truth is putting on her boots." Still, I have , -  . 

- .  . 8 . ,  

c - . -I--'-' 

oft @ . - .. 
=.  
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.now proceed-to the articles of Prince Krapotkine,' 
permitted himself to say that, concerning gaols 
convicts, "Through Siberia" could only con- 

gey .false ideas ; and whose testimony has been set 
ainst. mine. How, then, stands the matter ? Prince 

gets his information from three sources, 
I : from what he sees, what he hears, and 

what he reads. As regards the last, I at once yield 
'.to him, as better able to inform the public than I, 
+since he writes of his own country, and from books 
in his 0wn:language. When, however, we come to  
testimony .from seeing and hearing, things are not 
quite the same. My critic, as far as 1 understand, has 
seen the inside of two prisons in Petersburg. 1 have 

I am indebted €or information concerning Prince Krapotkine to  
Stepniak," formerly editor of a Russian revolutionary paper, who, 

in *LUnde&mmd Russia,'* giver asligbt sketch of "Peter Krapotkine," 
to e effect that, having been educated at the College of the Pages, 
he ivcnt, in 1861, to Siberia to  study its geology. (I have seen hvo 
pamphlets, which I resume to be the outcome of that 'ourney.) Ten I 

years later be trave&d in Belgium and Switredand, an4  .(says 6 *  

'miiik ") became a n  internationalist, and adopted the dear OY~L 
raost extreme party, the so-called anarchical party, of which he  has 

jwa s remained a fervwt~champion." I n  18 2 he  was admitted to 
%k A s i a n  revolutions@ circle, and entrusted with the duly of draw- 

p r o p m m e ' o f  the party and its organization, which was 
found amonng.his papers." In the winter of 1872 he com- 
secret lectures, was arrested, and confined for three years. 

. ; y e  fortress prison. Then he ,was removed, accordin to his oivn 
SrCa-, for thpre months to thc It  House of Detention at%ete(ersborg " 
&if& his-transfer to the military hospital, In a few months (says 
"Sttpniak ")his health was re-established, but he did everything in his 

wcr to hide the fact. He induced those in charge of h ~ m  always to 
%lime him to  br h ex t~emir ,  ete. (p. 162). H e  walked with the step of 
a dying man : he spoke in a low voice, a s  if merely to open the moutll 
were a painful effort. The doctot ordered him frequent exercise ; when 
one fine day in uly, the gates of the yard being open for layin 
wood, he sudden / y takes to his heels. leaps into a carriage prepare 2 by in 
his friends, and leaves behind the sentinel, and the officer tearin his , hair and excIaiming that he is ruined. Thus much fmm " stepni& " ; 

- except that he says, " Peter Krapotkine is one of the most sincere and  
:. h k  of men: he always says the truth pure and simple, without any 
. regard for the  amourjrufle of his hearers, or for any consideration . 

whatever. This is the most striking and sympathetic feature-of his 
~haracter.  E v e j  word he says may be absoIutely believed. . . . 
qis absolute sincerity renders him the best of Friends, and gives 
special weight to his praise or blame." 

17 
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seen more than twenty times two, all-over the 
and although, if I had as a visitor seen ten ti 
number, it would not make m y  testimony ap~w 
thkzgs so valuable as his, yet upon some th 
ought to be a great deal better. , St stands to 
that, upon such matters as the conduct of the 

, towards prisoners, and the various details of 
life and discipline that do not meet a v 
my testimony is as nothing compared wit 
a prisoner, and I - willingly yield preceden 
critic. But " one Heed not eat a whole leg 
to know how it tastes," and one need not be 
prison a month to know whether the roo~ns are 
or small, crowded or empty, light or dark, ii 
close, lately whitewashed or bedaubed with dirt 
rently dry or fungus covered ; and it is preci 
this class of facts I have professed to be 

, .Not one of my alleged facts, however, 
. I know, has been disproved ; but horrible 

have been drawn by " P, Krapotkine," in the 
C8nt74trry,* and by others, of certain prisons 
for the most part I have not visited, and so 
contradict from personal testimony, except 
in the case of the fortress prison in 
to the description of which I now invite 
attention, and notice certainother objections in 

January, June, and December, 1883, and Ma 



CHAPTER XXI. 

THE FORTRESS PRTSON IN PETERSB URG. 

DifEculty of obtaining admittance, and facility of misre resentation.- 
l a t e r  alleged to have been written th~rEfr0RI in bfdad-~escdp- 
tion of Troubetzkoy Bastion : its cells, occu ants, and diet.-The 
Courtincpf Catherine 11.-Place for visits of gienda, and for trials. 
-The library .-Cells for . milita officers, and garden.-In uiry 

j for oid l iehr  and ua~derground %ngeons.-l'eshmonY of o&ci;hd.l - eye-witnesses.-Teetimy of ex-prisoners.-Examination of state- 
ments in the Nineteenth Ceafury.-Insufficient evidence as to 
alleged torture of prisoners. 

I 

HE prison for political offenders in the fortress T of SS, Peter and Paul at Petersburg has long 
.&n an exhaustless mine for the horror-monger, 
.whose delineations found, at any rate until quite 
recently, negative support in the extreme jealousy or 
&-e authorities of any investigation by outsiders, , - 

I asked to see this particular prison or the one at 
S&lussefburg. ( I  forget which), in 1878, but was 
denied. When, however, in 1882, I found the authori- 
ties willing to grant me 911 I desired with regard 
to Central. Asia, I made bold to ask Count Tolstoy, 
the Minister of the Interior, whether I mi ht not also 
be allowed to visit the State prison in t a e fortress. 
His Excellency had kindly assured me that he would 

do  everything for me that he could ; but,' on receiving 
this request, I fancied he winced a little, and at first 
said " No." I urged, howevgr, that the enemies of 
Russia, and those who would rather not hear any g o d  
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260 THROUGH CENTRAL ASIA. : I 
of her, had said that in my inspection of SiW 
prisons the worst had not been shown me; also'm 
in the fortress prison abominations were corn- 
alleped to exist. which I could not gainsay so .hd 

wards heard, that on the Friday 'the I$inister.'m 
tended to submit my application to the Emperor. 
went on the Saturday morning, and was told 
w ~ i g h ~  see svevt/zi?zg, and choose my own time 3 to 
so. I elected to go within a very few hours+n-* 
afternoon of the same day-being not. unmind 
what had been said about prisons being prepared- 
me. As a Russian ~entleman. who had a c c o ~  

introduced to the- Commandant, General GanktG 
one of the heroes of Plevna, and then, accomF 
by the secretary of the fortress and the 
of the prison, proceeded to my inspectimI"4 
described m y  visit in the Contt.nzfio9-am 

, the &eteenlh Ceduvy, by ~ririnc; Krapotkine, a 
in the Times of the next December 7th there a m  
a con~munication respecting the Troubetzkoy B& 
in the fortress prison, and its horrors, of the -i# 
startling character. . As I read the letter, less 
a column long, pencil in hand, 1 marked ub h& 
than 38 places that seemed to me errors, misr* 
sentations, exaggerations, or doubtful passages ; whilSf 
from certain drscrepancies between the writer's' st& 
ments, and what I myself saw, and was told by I 
ex-prisoners from the fortress, I strongly s u s p e a  
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THAI POATRESS. PRISON IN PETBRSBURG. 26 I 

t the &respondent had not been confined in the 
tress at all. I wrote to the Times to say so, but ;tf.e Iate' editor did not insert my letter, though I 

appen to know that from the first he had some doubt 
whether the affair were not a hoax. Perhaps it was 
well that my strictures did not appear, For the un- r answered alegations led an " Englishman " (whom I 

shall so designate hereafter) to visit the Troubetzkoy 
Bastion, and to write afterwards to the Pall Mall 
G~tzeife of 13th February, 1884. He said that the 
letter was well known to the police in Petersburg, and 
had been written-not from the fortress in blood, but 
-in red ink at Geneva. Thus  I have the testimony 
of the " EngIishman " to corrfirm my own observations, 
and to assist me in my passing remarks on 
Prince Krapotkine and the letter writer have said 

\Two buildings within the fortress walls now 
as prisons-the " Troubetzkoy Bastion," and the 
" Courtine of Catherine I I." The .Troubetzkoy 

. pison consists of 72 cells, in two stories, built or 
arranged in their present form about 1870. T h e  

' . - N d o w s  of the cells look out on to the outer fortress 
&dl, from which the building is separated by a court 
i h u ~  2 0  feet wide. The doors of the ceIls open in one 

, mtB of a wide passage, down the centre of which lies 
w e e  of matting, deadening the footsteps of passers- 
h p . 1  As we entered the passage, a hush was called (I 
shppose in order that the nearest prisoner might not 
be aware of our presence), and the cover of an inspec 
tion hole was gently raised that I might look within. 
The name, too, of the occupant was given me, it being 
none other than that of the man who took a shop and 
made a mine under one of the streets of Petersburg 
with the diabolical design of blowin up the late 
Emperor. Of course 1 peeped breat f lessfy in, and 
duly prepared my nerves to see how this arch offender 
was being treated, a d  what likelihood there seemed 
of his losing his heaIth, or reason, or of sinking into 
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the ghastly condition of political prisoners as describe+ 
in the Ni~ebee.~sth Cttrdw-y. But the man appeared-ml 
be bearing his fate better than was to be expect&- 
He seeined to be in good health, and showed net: 
the least tendency to insanity. In fact, he was lying 
at full length on his bed, with his toes in the air, 
reading a book, and smoking a cigar! 

i- I was not invited, and I did not ask, to e%kr tk 
compartment, but passed on 'to an adjoining and similar 
cell, to examine it minutely, I t  measured ( ro~gh ly )~  
23 feet long by I I broad and 10 high. The window 
was not of ground or corru ated glass, but was imo f high to allow of the prisoner ooking out. It was large 
enough to admit a sufficiency of light by day, anal all. 
through the winter nights there was kept burnin&, not 
a miserable rushlight, but a good oil lamp, such as I 
have never seen in a prison before or since. There 
was a supply of water, with a drinking cup, and a 
salt-cellar ; and the sanitary arrangements, though mt 
quite up to the present standard, would have p a d ,  
muster at the time the cells were constructed. The 
floor was of asphalte ; and the room was wdnned 
by a fetchha or stove, and ventilated ; was fated 
with an air bell, and had in it an iron table md 
bedstead. On the latter was placed first a mattress 
of straw, then one of flock, with two +ather plloiPS,. 
such as I have never seen provided in any other. 
prison. 

The diet was represented to be as follows : &nn& 
at r o'clock, consisting of two courses--the first, &$kc, 
or soup, in which by law I Ib. of meat for C ~ C A  prisoner 

. must have been boiled ; the second, a plate of 
Ineat with potatoes, and fresh vegetables when plentiful. 
For supper, soup only is provided, and there is gimw 
to each prisoner daily I #  lb. of rye bread. Tbiq. 
allowance of bread struck me as small compared with 
that of other Russian prisons, amd I said so; but the 
secretary replied that most of the fortress p i s o h  

.. #MY calif ;. bJ9&qw1**: 
v _ . _  L 1  :: .hi.. ; - fL;- A : 
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Mko they might purchase extras, and I noticed, in 
*ost wery  cell I looked into, a, box of cigarettes. 
h o k i n g ,  they said, was forbidden by law, but the 
Cmrnandant might allow it. 
Prisoners awaiting their trial could receive visits 

from friends fbr half an hour once a fortnight, or 
d b e r  if- t h e  friends coming.from a distance remained 
'ady a &art time at the capital ; but, when sentenced, 

,, a mah c o d  receive no more visits from friends until 
he h d  Mt the fortress and, arrived at his place of 
destination. For those -who needed it, there was 

,. -id& 3 '&it of coarse linen and a loose coat, but 
mqm af those detained in the fortress wore their own 
&dies. There was 9 bath-house visited by the 
pwners once a month, or oftener if they wish, and 
*ere were shown me certain ordinary cells that 
m l d  be darkened fea punishment. 

.- -- Behind the building was a garden used for exercise, 
which, howevei; eaJl prisoner, at the time of my l:C '-E, had only a scanty allowance-sometimes not 

' than 2 0  minutes .a day. I thought this bad, 
bud *said so, but was told that only one prisoner 
i R time was allowed to be-in the garden, and that 
them w e  then. from 30 to 40 to exercise daily. 
T U  & notewbrthy because the letter writer says tliat 
-in taking exercise the prisoners walk '' in Indian file." 

- I n  the lower story women were detained. I looked 
through an inspection hole at one of forbidding coun- 
tenance, who was reading. She had been captured 

1 mly a few days previously among a gang of Nihilists, 
whose re~de~--vows had been discovered not far dis- 
tant on the VassiIi Ostrofl , As I went alon the 
passages I looked into what cells I pleased, a n f  if I 
asked the names of the occupants they were given. 
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After - walking through 
and seeing as much as I -wished, 
the Courtine of Catherine 11. close by. I 
this to be theyraper name of this part of the 
but it has occurred to me that its 

"a wall between two bastio 
agree with the Courtine 
casemates are in a sen 
earth is put on the roofs t 
again as the London hi 
ballast on the 
be called " und 

exactly of a London 
room, with the floor 
T h e  embfasures had no cannon, b 
the windows, with several feet of 

.looked out on a garden and 
did not measure the rooms. bu 
larger than those in the Troub 
observed no damp on the walk 
was given to understand, are n 
though I observe that "Engli 
bottom of these walls as da 
lower part of the' prison is 
ceIls of the Troube,tzkoy, Bast 
usualIy from 2 0  to 40 prisoners. At the time of my 
visit there were 38. . 

We entered first t 
their friends, behind wire gra 
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. &it with square apertures larger than usual, through 1 .-.which prisoner. and friend could see each other clearly, 
.land pass commodities in the presence of an officer. A 
couch and cane-bottomed chairs were provided for 

. . friends and prisoner alike, and the place looked 
I' somewhat less gloomy than in many prisons. Further 
: on, however, d s ' a  chamber that called up ideas any- 

thing but pleasant. I t  was a large room, with low 
vadted roof, in which commissioners formerly sat to 
conduct trials, commencing to do so in 1861. Some 
celebrated triaIs in 1866, I was informed, wete con- 
ducted here; but the chamber, after serving this 
purpose . for I 2 years, ceased to be used, though 
it is still to some extent furnished. As at Newgate, 
the accused could be brought from their ceIls to the 
pIace of judgment without going outside the prison 
gates. Beyond this hall of judgment was the library, 
which I could not enter, as the librarian was away. 
[t was said to contain from 600 to 700 volumes 
in Russian, French,. German, and English. The 
prisoners, I was told, read a great deal-indeed, 
I saw many so doing. A copy of the Gospels or of 
khe New Testament is pIaced in every room, and the 
Ebrary books may be had for the asking. Periodicals 
a d  newspapers are also provided, but not less than 

year old. the authorities not thinking it desirable 
that persons awaiting their trial should see themselves 
figuring in print. Should new books, however, be, 
required, of a scientific, technical, or otherwise 

. mobjectionab!e character, they are allowed.* 
The prisoner;' rooms in the Courtine were not 

numerous, though there were other unused chambers 
, IN saiic. - T h e  men confined in this part were chiefly, 

if not entirely, miIitary officers, the Russian code 
prescribing that certain military offences (not -neces- 

* Yet the letter writer L 4  in blood I r  says, cL  Worst of all, there are no 
books, no paper,-there is absoluteIy nothing to do : nothing to reliere 
the complete solitude and silence ; even the Bible i s  denied them." 



sarily political) should be- expiate& byb@* 
- in a fortress for a period 'not exceeding . th* 

and three months There. were six rhmb 
ordinary prisoners, a d  also three very laige 
for those condemned to death with whom acei 

- wai.no one -in tbe fortress condemned to 4 

- rrobms, and then proceeded to thecell (if w h i  
-.':bk called) af an officer sentenced to four. q 
beonfinernenr The room war furnished wit# l 

I J 
:f&airs, had. a bouquet of Rowers on the tabk 
and contained, among orhe: - things that a t i d  . . 

'attention, a neat carpenter's bench, and an & 
'rrb~x of tools. None of the fortress prism 

<- obliged to work, but this officer chose to cmp 
time in making fancy and fretwork articles, sm 

, time thin their comrades' in the ~roubetaka~-4  
. with regard to exercise, for .they could, if thqf 

-:', soend the greater D a r t  of the summer dar ;Ifma 

' rnands aisplendid view-uf the Neva, -and ww 
I.:!; taken aback bv -what I saw. There was nai 

?. - .  hammock was &, whilst not far off wem-. 
. , of gymnastic bars, a summer-house, 'and a tent. 

animal world was represented by a goat m@ 

, - r U - Y  

under no v&bh surveillance. in the. o . a r h , ' . h  

' . Need I add that I saw no torture-chaaber, w-4 
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ar abomination? What, thkn, can have become of 
~achots," " op~bZiedd8.s~" and dis ma1 chambers which 
been connected with the " Peter and Paul " by so 

and by some, too, whose testimony is worthy 
pectful consideration ? I do not allude to the 

aaggerated and vindictive expressions of released 
prisoners, who overreach their aim when they vilify 

;. ohe place of their punishment ; nor to the stoiies of the 
&eat  Peter's days that have descended from father to 

' ion, and been questioned by neither though garnished 
brg both. I am thinking rather of the tetimony of such 
men as the IXcembrists, one of whom told me  that 

.: t*ot he, but one of his comrades, was confined for many 
years in the fortress in a cachoL; and another, writi 
an =count, which still exists in manuscript, of his exi 
hr. his wife and children, describes his cell at the 
a m p  at Petersbur as "very small, dirty, and dar 
Z can only reconci f e these statements with what I saw 
by one of two suggestions. I t  will be remembered 
-&at the insurrection of the Decembrists took place in 
r&5, in December (whence their name), and that not 

- mr;e handful of assassins, but whole regiments 
& I  by their officers, attempted to deprive the 
a p e r o r  Nicholas of his throne. The number of per- - a'rrested must therefore have been very great, and 
tb fmess  may well have been sverf~lled, so that 

possible corner would have to be occupied ; 
. .if one remembers what our own prisons in 

Enghnd were half a dentury ago, it need not seem 
swpdsing if some at least of the places of detention in 
the fartress could be described as "dark, dirty, and 
mall." T h e  occasion and the number of the prisoners 
-%ms abnormal and temporary, and the then exceptional 

: condition of things ought nor, without additional proof, 
' ae be brought forward as representing the condition of 

things now. 
The other suggestion is that a part of the fortress 

now altered or taken down may have contained these 
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gloomy places. More t 
my visit asked if I had seen 
and upon my replying in the negative, t 
third prison of the fortress had not L 
But an oficial, high in the prison administration, .a 

. whom I have known for some time, told me, a day sr 
two before 1 went, that the part of the  fortress is .the 
thick wall of which cells 

time should be able 

are made double with felt to prevent t 
speaking to one another by tapping,"-a ve 
device of the authorities if it were so, but 
the case in the cells I entered or looked int 
he says that the prison 
a n d  that it is after trial that they 
horrible places he describes; but his t~s t im 
convince me because he does not s 
larize the locality of the cells so th 
person might test the accuracy of his sta 

So much, then, for what 'I saw ; and, had 
immediately after my visit, this is all I could hav 
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I as I continued my journey, I met here and there 
ons who knew the fortress, and with whom I could 
pare notes. So contradictory to current opinion on 
subject was my experience, that with a view to 

lication I wrote a short paper, and read it to several 
siam, including a legal gentleman who had held a 

b .prominent position in the " third section,'' and who on 
'4 pcre occasion, summoned by teIegram, went to the for- 

tress to receive from a noted offender isome statement 
; he 'wished to make. My informant told me  that he 

went to the Alexeievsky Kavelin, out of which, he said, 
prisoners did not come without permission of the Em- 

. peror. He descended to cells underground, which 
were large and airy, but lighted from the corridor 
sthue, hardly enough, he said, to read, though the 
prisoner might call for a lamp. This was about 3 
o'c ock in the afternoon, but whether winter or summer 
1 l c  no"v n o t ;  if the former, then the deficiency of 
,light at that time of day in Petersburg would easily 
%e accounted for, and it also leaves room for doubt 
{ k h t h e r  the lawyer may not have been mistaken as to -.* celIs being underground. .This was the only time 
*~isited the prison, and I suggest the possibility of 
*'being mistaken, because the position of the cells 
& h a  agree with what was told me further on, by a 
*&€.of gendarmerie, whom I met at dinner, who knew 
flm fo~t l 'e~~,  and said there used to be a part of the 
.?milding, of three stories, called the Alexeievsky 
Ravdin, but he knew nothing of cells underground. 
" O~kietdes,'' he tbought, hqd not been in use since 
the'days of the Emperor Paul, knd he did not believe 
jfi the torture of prisoners in the fortress now. 

But besides the testimoi~y of these two witnesses 
.I, met other two, who had been confined in the for- 
:tress. Both of them are now fillihg important positions, 
are highly respected, and no one, or almost no one, 
about them has any idea of their having been in prison 
Of course, therefore, I cannot give thew names ; but I 
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shall call them Meisr i  Jones and Robinson. M r  1*5 1 who is a British subject, had the misfortune % 
under the suspicion of the authorities, through 
found in the same lodgings with a political miscluih. 4 
Accordingly, about I 866, he was taken one night.fka 'J 
a restaurant by the police, placed on a droshky, h U  ' j 
off, and lodged in the fortress. The next msrii* a . 
clerk came and asked him sundry questions, and 1 
others.whether he knew where he was. The  
however, declined to answer, in turn, any qu&& 
put by the prisoner, who asked in vain for b&s, i 
though he was allowed to have pens, ink, and p+ ' 

His food, he told me, was good, but he had no sA& 
bread or tea. He was not allowed to smoke, or d -., 
out for cigars. When necessity required him to 1-'- '; .-. 
his cell, he was taken out and brought back by gem- ; 
darmes, but during the few days he was in prison' & ,  I! 
was not let out for exercise. I asked him about i'toc:' - 
ture," but he said that no violence was used towards 'I 
him, though a friend of his, confined io 1866; had told ' ' 
him that during his examination he was switched ,with 1( 
a rod as punishment, but not with a view to extor4 con- - 

fession. Ori the fifth day my informant was taken to  
! the arched chamber for examination, and, while wiiting I.. 

in the ante-room, heard another prisoner inside swear- 
ing and stamping with rage. His own examination s 
lasted about a quarter of an hour, and on the seventh -'; 
day he was whisked out of prison, much in the fa&& .LJ 
he'had. been brought in, at I o'clock in the m o r n i n ~  ;; . -. 

I pass now to the testimony of Mr. Robinmn, oml:: 
Russian, in whose presence I liad been speaking d .+-! 
visit to the fortress, when he called m e  aside and 1 .  

" You will be surprised, perhaps, to hear that I haw: - 

the fortress. No one in this town is aware of it,.but 
2 0  years ago I was- imprisoned there, on pdtical I 

charges, for three years." A revolutionary cowespao- 
dent, he told me, had written to him, proposing that be 
should be chief commissioner for a certain city, for the .. 
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distribution of re~olutiona'r~ publications, that the letter 
M been opened and he had been arrested on the 
strength of it. Accordingly I made an appointment to 
we him in private, and on my not arriving quite 
sa early as he expected, he busied Jimself in making a 
pen-and-ink sketch, which is now in my possession, of 
his cell in the Alexeicvsky Ravelin. I t  was furnished 
with table, chair, commode (taken away immediately 
after use and cleaned by a soldier), and a bed, with two 
feather piIlows, a pair of sheets, blanket, and woollen 
coverlet. The cell measured 18 feet 8 inches long, by 
16 feet 4 inches broad, and g feet 4 inches high. T h e  
window was nearly 7 feet high, and doubled in winter; 
the two Iower sashes being whitewashed, but not so the 
top, out of which the prisoner could look by standing 
up. The room was yellowwashed and painted once a 
year, during which operation its occupant was removed 
at various times to four or five other cellslike his own. 
The painted floor was washed once a week, but not by 
the prisoner. He said he had no trouble about his 
room, for at half-past seven a.m. four soldiers -entered# 
his cell. One poured water in Russian fashion on Mr. 
Robinson's hands, and another held his comb, whilst 
the remaining two cleaned the room. This sort of 
attendance was continued a t  the  bath, visited once a 
fortnight, where the soldiers waited on him, even to 
putting on his socks. He wore the prison clothes, 
including a grey flannel dressing-gown (or khahd), and 
had clean linen for bed and back once a week. At 
eight o'clock there was brought a glass of tea, sugar, 
and white bread. Dinner followed a t  one, consisting 
ordinarily of three dishes, but in Easter week of four, 
pr,eceded, if he chose, by a glass of vodka, or spirits. 
The first dish was of soup, with the beef, vial, or 
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x did not "decay" for want of occupation. Mr- 
said that he never heard or saw anything cor 
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of 'prisoners being tortured in the fortress. I have 
heard of prisoners being fed with salt herrings, and 
without water to drink. Prince Krapotkine, too, 
asserts that at least two revolutionists were submitted 
to torture by electricity. But he declines to give any 
particulars to support his statement. When persons 
have told me of such things I used to ask the ques- 
tion, " Out of the hundreds of prisoners who have 
passed through the fortress, do you know of one 
who has asserted that he was put to torture ? " and 
an affirmative answer has not yet been forthcoming, 
If torture in the fortress is inflicted, can no one be 
found to tell us with some closeness of detail when, 
when, and how h e  was made to suffer ? Such things, 
if done, could not well have been hid. Further, 
Robinson had a friend who had been four times in the 
fortress, and many other acquaintances likely to know 
the truth, but none of these had ever spoken to him 
of cruelties enacted there. . 

I have no information respecting sickness, deaths, 
or insanity in the fortress. During Robinson's three 
years' confinement two prisoners went mad through 
their own fault and secret sin. Bur the writer of the 
apocryphal letter perpetrates a strange anachronism 
when he says, " Even those, who become mad are not 
treated ariy better. They are strapped down and 
beaten with the knout." Now, I am informed by a 
Russian nobleman, that the knout was not at any 
time used as an l'nstrument of correction in prisons, 
but in place of capital punishment, But, however this 
may be, the "knout" proper (which is the Russian 
word for a whip) was abolished so long a o that I B have been unable t o  get one for my co lection of 
prison curiosities, and, it was with reat difficulty, 
when writing " Through Siberia," t f at I found an 

: old man who could describe what it used to be like. 
I I have no recollection of seeing any chapel in the 
I prison, though of course there is the well-known 

r 8 
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mines of Siberia." 
Around that word " unprejudiced " . I 

remaining contention gathers, for Prince 
and I do not see things from fhe same s 
My critic calls' soriie of his prisoner friends 
,which is a synonym for Nihilists I-could b 
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&prove him." This; however true and excellent in 
I& abstract, must, when interpreted by Nihilistic 
events, be taken to mean that when a dynamitard, for 

'7- i n s t ance ,  has made a mine and blown a score or two of 
Cossacks into eternity, or wrecked a train, in which some 

- ' individual may be, whose murder is decreed, the perpe- 
trator is not on that account to be made to endure suffer- 

- ing as such, but to be compassionately patted on the 

Er back, and segregated to apartments where under more 
: , favourable conditions he may be purified and improved, 

A comfortable doctrine truly, but one not likely to find r favour among the Cossacks' widows and orphans, or 
f' the maimed and plangled passengers! .The fallacy 
1 of so pernicious a principle is self-evident, and there 
: are few who would not say that such a criminal, irre- 
!-, spective of his future improvement, deserved to suffer ,- severely, whether acting for himsel f ,  or urged on by 
:- others to his dastardly work.* 
?: There is room, no doubt, for difference of opinion as 

f;. * I know not who the En lishman may be who went to the fortress ff . . prison, and wrote to the Pa: I Mukk GazesCte, but he says : I inquired 
into the history of many (of the prisoners) I there saw, especially of the 

. women. It was the same sad story. Few had finished their education 
5. aiywhere ; some had been to several gymnasia, and had been forced 

to. leave, either through insubordination, idleness, or intellectual in- k; oapaxi . At war m i t h  the school authorities, often smarting under s r; 
. 

sense 3 injustice d or supposed, the leave school a t  war with what- 
e r k  they have known of law and o?authoir*; Thus  predisposed, 
they hll a ready victim to men of far more experience than themselves, 
who, by appealin to 'the daring, the enthusiasm, the courage of youth, 

1 urge them on to k e d s  the dare not do themselves. Most of the young 
women entangled in the hta1 net of Nih i i rn  were but inexperienced 
children when they first be Many young girls sent to Switzerland 

. MI their education were aef%ksly sought after by the Nihilist refu 
there. Appeals M their love of country. their enthusiasm, their oug; .. longing to be something-to do-were but too aucsauful ; an8 young 
girls, at the very outset of their careers, find themselves bound by 
oaths, to be broken a t  the risk of sudden and secret death should thelr 

, courage fail, or shotild they hesitate to obey. Here lies the real and 
, . ruthless tyranny; and the cowardly plotters, safe, skulking in some 

forei' n land, are alonetesponsible. One reads with a feeling of loathing 
and &mt, appeal to humanity from such cowardly assassins. The 
heart throbs with pity fbr their inexperienced and too credulous dupes ; 
but one boils with contempt and loathing at the very thought of these 

- vanity mad, cowardly rnisleaders." 7 ,  
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to what shouId be done to' this class of offend ,," 

caught, how the majesty of the law shoulcl W! 
cated, the body politic protected, and the 
reformed. For my own part, though it is not 

soldiers birching him, yet I never asked : 

$ 
sight to see a man's back bared and a ' c d  

official in 
chaplain-whoQdid not agree Gth  me that, if 
far more of this mode of punishment than 
have, we should have far fewer of a certain 
criminals, I still believe in the wisdom of t 
that directed judges to justify the righteous 
depn the wicked ; and if the wicked man wer 
to be beaten, that the judge should cause him' 
down, and to be beaten before his face, th 
without mercy, Iest the offender should be ma& tr 

In concluding this chapter, then, let me 
what I said in my preface to " Through Siber 
cerning the prisons and penaI institutions d . : & i L Y '  
country, namely, that " much has been written ed' 
cerning them which is very unsatisfactory, and' 
things that are absolutely false."+ This I still a' ' 

tain, but by no means thereby imply that more c*: 
be correctly said in their disfavour than I have notic&, 

, 1 have never maintained that Russian prisons are y 
they ought to be. I do not believe they are what3 
might be,  and I am sure they are. not what .Mi 
highest in authority would like them to be;  b* 
this does not iustify the representation of the,m edi 
what thev are not. ,. , ---y 

+ Deut. xxxi 
f I added, *' 

went there "; a 
saying that the 
not bv Hertzen 

'd;e author published a My Exile 
.nd to this Prince Krapotk~ne has 
words "in Siberia" were added . the author. I wrote to  the pub1 

Sib 
ren E 
, the 
em. 

throigh whose bands the transaction passd is, no long;er Iix 
the firm cannot find any record upon the subject. It does net 
S e c t  tht truth, however, of what 1 aid,  thou h, if tht state- 
the ublishers be true, it is, of Course, a ity 8 a t  an author & C I I I ~ ~ ,  1 
be {id open to suspicion he d m  not fcserve, and I therefore r 
the sentence, giving him the benefit of the doubt. .'. 4 

.: 
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Had a pamphlet been ut forth saying that Russian 
prisons are the best in t \ e world, that there is not a 
speck of dirt to be found in one of them, that every 
prisoner therein is as well employed as those in the 
prisons of London, Paris, or Breslau, that the efforts 
for their moral and spiritual welfare are better even 
than they were in Newgate-a string of superla- 
tives, in fact-I should have declared that they 
were utterly untrue; and then I can imagine my- 
self being regarded as  a detractor, as some would 
now make me a defender, of Russian prisons, whereas 
I disclaim to be regarded as one or the other. If 
readws have drawn the conclusion from anything 
that I have written or said, that I thought Russian 
prisons in eneral needed no improvement and a no reform, t en I have been altogether misunder- 
stood, and I hasten to say that there is abundance 
of room for both. But having now, as I hope, 
justified my position with reference to what I said 
of the prisons of Siberia, and related what I know 
of the fortress prison in Petersburg, I shall change the 
venue and relate what I saw of the prisons of Russian 
Central Asia. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

THE PRISONS UP RUSSIAN CENTRAL A.S' 
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the occupants could read. Out of g men in one drard, 
r could read ; in another, 3 out of 4 ; in a third, 2 out 
of 4 ; but in the next chamber not I out of 7. These 
last were all Kirghese, of whom one had had his nose 
bitten off in a quarrel. Another room contained 15 
women, none of whom, if I remember rightly, could 
read. There were in the building, at the time of our 
visit, 17 women and 2 children ; but the avera e f number of women is 8. The daily allowance to t e 
prisoners was 2% lbs. (Russian) of bread, and + lb, of 
meat This latter, I presume, is withheld on fast 
days, but on feast days it is increased to bib. They 
have soup, and on Thursdays and Sundays porridge, 
besides buckwheat or barley gruel. 

The  church in the building was attended by the 
prisoners on Sundays and the great feasts, as was the 
Roman chapel by the two prisoners of this creed 
then in prison. In  1879 I sent to General Kaznakoff, 
then Governor-General of Western Siberia, upwards 
of 300 New Testaments, Gospels, and Psalms, also a 
large number of tracts and pamphlets for the hospitals, 
prisons and schools of the provinces of Akmolinsk and 
Semipolatinsk, and we found in this prison at Omsk 
what looked like a portion of the gift, but they were in 
a cupboard in the library, precisely where I had asked 
they mi ht not be, the reason alleged being that when 
they ha ! placed the books in the rooms, the prisoners 
had torn them.' 

The worst feature we noticed about the Omsk prison 
was one common to most of the Russian houses of 
detention, for, apart from the necessary work of the 

*This was a similar difficulty to that with which early rison philan- 
thropists in En land bad at first to contend, as witnessed to &the en av- 
ing of '' Mrs. $ reading to the prisonen in Newgate in the pear I&,'' 
wherein is represented on the wall a placard, worded thus : '' Notice is 
hereby given, that should any of the Bibles, prayer-books, or other printed 
books which are deposited in the ward for the use of the prisoners, be 
injured,,mutilated, or defaced, every prisoner in the ward where such 
offence may occur will be held res wsible, and be subject to such 
punishment as the keeper may direct. 7, 



. . c- -1.;7 
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'observed that one room was somewhat 
stuffy, but, upon my calling attention thereto 
minded that persons of the class from which 
are most commonly drawn, prefer an atrnos 
call snug and warm to fresh air. In winter 
they told us, "the prisoners stuff up all the 
coats, or rags,", as if wholesome air were the 
enemy. This fact should be allowed for 

curate of Greenwich. 

- r 
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- - seemed to me better -cared for than in most Russian 
p i m s  ; for not only did the prisoners attend church 

, , . ev&y Sunday, and often on feast days, but a sermon 
, - was said to be read to them after every service, and, 
. what I have never before heard of in a Kussian 

: prison, a priest came every Tuesday to the dining- 
. room, and explained the Scriptures. 

There wai a religious curiosity in this prison in the 
:' person of a Raskolni-4 or dissenter, whose equal for . . 

sectarian ignorance and self-ri hteousness I have not 
I,- often met. What had broug I t him to prison I do 

not exactly know ; but we were told he came from the 
. Urals, and w o ~ l d  neither serve in the army as a 

Anscript, nor obey the Government. I imagine 
tha: he belonged to the narrowest sect of the 

: SLarover.s, or old believers, who regard Peter the 
Great as Antichrist, and set immense store by old 

: i k o k  or sacred pictures, and ancient service books. 
The only things this man possessed were an old 

N ?  . 

ikon, and a Liturgy and daily prayers in manuscript. 
Such idols did he make of these that I believe he 
would have parted with twenty years of his life rather ' than one of his treasures. I need hardly say he i rejected my offer when 1 asked whether he would 
sell them. Of course. I could not but in a fashion 
admire - his steadfastness, and, thinking to meet his 
prejudice against reading the Bible in modern Russ, 

I 
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intended for them ; but out of I 5 
time of our visit, 6 were women, 
murdered their husbands. One woman had 
d40 to two Cossack under-officers to kill her 
but the captured perpetrators of th 
they had nor received the money. 

the next year's account. . %  - 

" -- 
- .  1mx9xm ftBl. . . 
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. d l  in the building, in which a prisoner might be con- 
: ; fined 'from 4 hours to 6 days. The prisoners were 
. of varied nationaIities-Russians, Tatars, Kirghese, 

Dungans, Sarts, . and Taranchis. Most of the 
Kirghese were in prison for theft ;' a gipsy for horse 
stealing ; one Dungan for attacking a caravan, and 
another had been a commander of a Chinese regi- 
ment at the time of the rebellion in Kuldja, 

' whence he had escaped and become a robber chief, 
bur on coming back to Kuldja was arrested. I n  a 

THE PBlSON CHAPEL II VIEWY. 

room by himself was a Russian major confined for 
attempted wife murder, and in another room I I 

prisoners for rape, murder, and robbery. The chapel 
was in exceedingly good order, and in the library I 
found, to my satisfaction and surprise, some New 
Testaments, Gospels, and other books. The New 
Testaments had been supplied by a Russian society 
for the distribution of religious literature, at the 
instance, we heard, of a M. Pantusoff, who had given 
several books, and had others bound at his own 



eqense.  W e  heard of- further good deeds 
Russian ,gentleman, but were not so fortunat 
meet him. I am indebted to him, however, iw. 
of my idformation o 
vince he has compiled statistics. 

Vierny being the- capital of the ~emirekhia p r ~  
I asked the Vice-Governor for statistics of the pr 
and a copy was made for me of the oficiaI 

idea of th'e condition 

interest taken- in t 
ipiteees who man% 

Instead, for insta 
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+ effected a saving in the maintenance of prisoners of 
A344, which was applied to other needs. For the 
moral good of the prisoners,. the report says, the 
cammittee did all in its power, but nothing is mentioned 
beyond the church services on Sundays and festivals. 
A Cossack prisoner confessed to the prison inspector 

, the a rnuider of his cousin. "All prisoners of the 
o g h d o x  faith prepared for and were favoured by the 
reception of the Holy Sacrament." Prisoners who 
could read and write (of whom, however, there were 
usually very few) were supplied with book& N o  con- 
verts, the report says, were made to the orthodox faith. 

There is no infirmary in the prison, prisoners 
seriously ill being sent to the military hospitai, and 
EI 2 0  in I 88 I was paid for their maintenance. Those 
with minor ailments were treated gratis by M. 
Sobolevsky, a member of the committee, to the num- 
ber of 300. (This, I presume, includes not only local 
offenders, but prisoners sn r o d e  to exile.) Only very 
few 'of the Vierny prisoners knew any handicraft, and 
the whole amount earned in the prison was only about 
LIO, of which half was given to t h e  prisoners at the 
time, and a trifle remaihed for them on their release. 
The value of the vegetables grown in the garden was 
L25, the reserves for winter consisting of 360 bushels 
of potatoes and 541 gallons of salted cabbage. Pri- 
soners on their entrance were inspected by the physi- 
cian, sent to the bath, and supplied with new clothes. 
There were neither juvenile offenders, nor prisoners 
for debt in 188 I. Among the gifts sent to the prison 
during the year, the report mentions two bells, and 
building material for the church belfry; a tailor's 
taking the remainder, and paying some from a fund at their disposal, 
for extraordinary expenses. Of the totaI'number of risoners, one- 
eighth only were Russians, and of Tatarr rather less. ?be weather at 
Vlerny is hot in summer, and the committee, instead of straw mattresses, 
had bought 140 felts, upon which the natives are accustomed to sleep. 
and had also made 30 new hammocks, costing L18. The committee 
had expended from its own special resources, on wages for overseers, 
cook, baker, etc., A23 1 - 
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sewing machine, for the employment of the d 
and tea and sugar at Christmas to the value of 

After thus describing what has been done-. 
prison in the capital, the reporr deals with the 
houses of detention in Kopal, Karakol, Lepsi 
Tokmak. I need-not repeat in this connection 
that have already occurred in the prison at 
but I have alIowed myself to enter somewhat in 
into the prison affairs of Semirechia, because the 
gives some idea of the prisons even in the re 
part of tlie mountains, and also, instead of 
commonplaces on Russian prisons in g&eral, 
definite statements that are in a measure cap 
disproof if they are not true. I left at Viern 
M. Aristoff, the Vice-Governor, a quantity of 
ture, in addition to distributing some myself, 
my return to England I have received an a 
the distribution, which IS all that I could w ~ s  
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-But to proceed. I f  the surroundings of the Vierny 
prison were attractive, those of Tashkend were still 

, more so, for the buildihg stood in quite a park of 
poplar trees, planted in avenues, and affording shade in 
the intensely hot summer. There were in confinement 
379 prisoners, of whom 6 were women, 5 natives and 
one Russian (this latter Raving. poisoned her husband). 
T h e  number of Russian male prisoners was 37, the 
majority of the remainder being Sarts. On going 
into the kitchen we found the. soup excellent, and 
learned that on Sundays the prisoners received an 

* extra plate of rice porridge. In fact, when we saw 
the Sarts and Kirghese sit down to their clean wooden 
pan'likins of soup, after having seen something of 
native life outside, it made no great claim on one's 
belief when the chief of the town, who accompanied 

I us, observed that the Sarts fared far better in prison 
' than in their own homes. There was in the building 

a mosque, with rostrum for Muhammadan preaching 
on Friday, when, as also on their festivals, as many 
Mussulman prisoners as pleased attended. There was 
too, a Russian church, and a small library. In the 
lavatory, with cabhets, there was no offensive smell, 
and there was a large, flat, basin-shaped depression 
made in the floor for the Muhammadans to perform 
their ceremonial washings. I inquired for the rods 
used in corporal punishment; but they said they had 

New Testaments, and Psalms ; (2 )  Vierny prison, ia copies of the same, 
with 3 copies of theXirghese New restament ; (3) to the smaller prisons 
at Kopal, Lepsa, and Pishpek, have been sent a copies of the Russian 
and I of the Kir hese books; 4) to the small military hospitals at 
Kuldja and K O ~ ? ,  2 co ia eac 6 of the Russian books ; ( 5 )  a copy 
each of the Krghese iew Testament to the Kirghese schools in 
Karakol and Vierny ; (6 a few religious tracts were glven to the infant 1 asylum of Viern and a 1 the remaining books and tracts were left at 
the dis oral d tk Inspector of the Schools of Scmirechia. In sending 

. the b o s s  to the hospital@ and prisons, I required of the administratom, 
according to our desire, that they should be left in the rooms under 
the responsibi f ity of the chief, and not placed in the libraries. As to 
the Inspector, I asked him to distribute the books and pamphlets 
amongst the pupils of the schools of the province." - 
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none. The rooms were clean and airy, an 
furnished with a lamp. . I  may add that 
is built to accommodate only 200 inmates, 
the obvious inference would be that the , 

was much crowded. But this was not th 
for outside the prison under the trees were. 
r I felt tents, qne for the soldiers on guard, 
remainder for the prisoners crowded but 
building,' and who, doubtIess from their ma 
Eastern life, would be only too thankful 
freedom of a tent, as compared with 
nomad ideas would be the stuffin 
however airy.' 

As we left the Tas 
prisoners' friends waiting 

, fruit to give to those within. I, thought the 
of the least repulsive of its kind I had seen i 

being made ready. 
Russians, and many o 
One native, for stealin 
to six months by a 
like term for the adulterati 
Of two women prisoners, one, at the age of 
strangled her husband ; another, at 19, was a-  
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and a thief. In Bokhara, they told me the Emir did 
not allow girls to dance in public, but put them to 
death for doing so. 

Two months before our visit th 
escape in a body, and had been fired upon by,  the 
sentries, with the resuIt that 16 were killed, a nephew 
of the late Khan among them, and 2 mortally wounded. 
Some who escaped were retaken and chained, and 
would be sent, it was thought, to Siberia, and a murderer 
&en in confinement with them. 

There was yet one prison for us to visit in Russian 
territory, namely, the town prison at Sarnarkand, This 
is a brick building with a large garden enclosed by 
a high wall. There were in it only 8 Russian prisoners, 
but of the total J 45 there were 89 charged with serious 
crimes, namely: murder 42, robbery ag, theft a, running 
away 16. Cases such as these are generally examined 
and finally decided by two local courts, one being a 
court of first instance, and the other of appeal. 
The  confirmation of one of the Departments of the 
Senate, which sits at Petersburg, is required for excel 
tional cases, such as : the condemnation of individua p s 
belonging to the privileged classes with loss of all civil 
rights ; crimes committed by a band of criminals, etc., 
also corn laints brou ht against the incorrect juris- 
diction o ? any of the 7 ocal courts, The Senate is the 
highest court of justice in Russia, which, like the local 
courts, is  e'ntirely independent of the influence of the 
administrative governmental authorities. 

There were several rooms full of 'prisoners whose 
papers were 3,000 miles distant, at Petersburg. One 
man's case had begun ro.years before, in February 
1872, and in April 1873, charged with the murder of 
a native, he came to prison. Alatters had been compli- 
cated by his having escaped, His sentence was r 5 
years' hard labour in- Siberia. One room was full of 
men bound for the same destination. In another room 
were two women who had escaped through the ceiling 
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of their prison at Katte-Icurgan. Some fe'w a t b e  . 
prisoners had work to do, but not thbse c h a r g d  'with 
serious crimes. We visited this prison in the cornpaRy 
of General Korolkoff, the acting governor of then . 
province, and doubtless saw things at their best ; but - 
rhere was this advantage in going on an inspection day, 3 - 
that .I repeatedly saw prisoners using their right on I 
such days of appealing or complaining to the monthly 

- visitor. His Excellency told me afterwards that ttieir . - 1 
conversation usually takes the form of a question as to .y 
when their papers are coming or how their case is going =I 

on. Sometimes complaints of administration were made, - $ 
but usually without reason, and not often of serious I - 

I 
matters. T h e  prisoners were supplied with felts MI lie 
a n ,  and the cleanliness of the place was no doubt prt ly  
maintained by meals being taken in a common halt and .< 
no food eaten in the rooms. T o  the foregoing I may add I 

that the lavatory in this prison was particularly clean. 
Here, then, I conclude my brief account, such.aslit 

is. of the prisons of Russian CentraI Asia, Some ef 
the objections that were urged against my k m e r  
testimony will hold good as to this, namely, tht I . 
travelled quickly, and was therefore liable to re& ' -. 
false' impressions, and form erroneous conclusions. I 
trust, therefore, as I said before, that no  one may be , 
misled by taking mytestimony for mare than it is worth. .. I have tried to be accurate, and that is all I can sap* - I >  . 

? I may perhaps as well idd that the foregoing ciaptsrs on ' -:j 
prisons have been kindly looked over, as on a previous occasi* T a  Russian official high in the prison administration, who says th& a ter . 
reading them with the greatest attention, he finds no mistakes. .WL 
reference to the alleged preparation of the Siberianirians for my visit, ' ' 

he assures me that the Mhlstry of the Interior ma e no such ma$ra- 
tion,-in fact, could nqt well have so done,-adding also, t 3 k t  h c  
personally would he obbged for any proof that can be brou* con- 
firmatory of such precautionary measures haling been taken. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

A new country, little visited by Englishmen.-Changed mode of travel. 
-Tarantass des atched to Karshi.-My retinue.-Leaving Samar: 
kand for K a m - h e . - ~ e n t  lodging in court of a mosque.-Slum- 
hers disturbed-Journey towards &tab.-PIouehing and threshing. 
-The Takhta-Karacha Pass.-View of Shahr-I-sabz.-Descent to 
Kainar-bu1ak.-Welcome from Bokhariot ambassadon.-Kainar 
refreshments.-Ride to Kitab. 

H U S  much in mgard to Russian Central Asia. T NOW we enter Bokhara, Khiva, and Turkmenia. 
When we were preparing to leave Samarkand I was 
conscious of makin a distinctly new departure. One 
Russian ofiker ha f expressed surprise that I did not 
travel with a servant. I decidedly preferred not to 
do so on Russian soil, but now I was to start as a 
proprietor of horses, with two interpreters and two 
mourited attendant- cavalcade of five, that after- 
wards increased sometimes to a dozen. Further, the 
tarantass, with all my personal conveniences was. no 
lodger to be the chariot in which we could All along 
in comparative ease, but, at the outset at a11 events, 
the baggage had to be reduced to a minimum, and 
myself to take to the saddle. The tarantass was to 
be sent by a carriage-road through Djam to Karshi, a 
distan$e of 94 miles, and it was not easy at first to 
decide what things were so necessary or so vaIuable 
that they must be taken with me ; but when all. was in 
readiness there were 16 packages to be placed in 
the carriage, besides such as could be locked up. The 
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to conquer. 
The two djiguitts, named Kolntch and F 

both Uzbegs, and dressed in long robes 
turbans. They were to accompany us, 'if 
as far as the Oxus, but- they were provided 
luggage, fpr  it was all stowed away in sa 
Fazul could speak no Russian, ancl, so far .as. 



sumpter horse, which had been hired from the bazaar 
at 2s. a day to go with us as 'Tar as Karshi, Kolutch, 
the other djiguitt, w& a man of more character, and, 
for an Oriental, had a considerable amount of " go " in 
him; too much, I fancy, for the natives, over whom he 
appeared occasionally to lord it, but he was faithfui to 
me and mine. Our Tatar interpreter was one Sulei- 
man Yakooboff, whom we surnamed " Yakoob." 

Leaving the Governor s palace, and its kind hospi- 
tality, we passed the tomb of Tamerlane, and saw the 
Russians- at -work on the exterior of the dome, and 
then left Samarkand by what used to be the Khoja 
Akhrar gate, so called after a celebrated saint of that 
name, but now thrown down. Just beyond there sat a 
woman by the wayside begging, who rose and lifted 
her veil, to show the. white leprous spots on her face;' 
-the last woman's face I was to see for some time, 
for over the border they were all veiled. Our route 
lay through suburban gardens, with fruit-trees hanging 
on either hand over the walls, till we reached the 
Ankhor aryk, where the steppe commences, with 
hiIIocks here- and there, but bare And lifeless, except 
where covered with thorny bush. Our first day's 
journey was to be onIy as far as Kara-Tiube, a distance, 
of 2 r miles, This was so arranged in order to give 
us an easy start before entering on the country beyond, 
which was said to be unusually difficult. We were 
warned of this at oblr last lunch at the Governor's 
house, and heard that some officers had even discussed 
whether we should accomplish the .mountain pass at 
all ; but my national vanity was flattered to hear that 
one of them said, '' Oh, yes, they wiM succeed, for they 
are Englishmen ; and what the English begin they 
carry through." I t  would not have done to break 
down after this ; but as I was not in bed till half-past 
one the night before, and had risen at six in order to 

4 Like tile four leprous men at the entering in ofthe gate of Samaria, 
who said, " Why sit-we here until we die '' (z Rings vil. 3). 
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pack, I was not sorry that the first day's jou 
to be only an afternoon ride. 

About halfway to Kara-Tiube the r o d  crossesb 



mosque, where a tent was put up for our use. We 
had left Samarkand at 2. I 5 ,  and completed our 2 I miles 
in 3) hours, 

Kara-Tiube lies in a hollow among the lower hills of 
the Samarkand range, and under native rule possessed 
a frontier fortress. The Emir made it a centre of 
operations during his war with the invading Russians. 
The Fortifications were destroyed by General Abramoff 
in 1868. I could not help thinking what a change had 
come over the scene in a dozen years, for I suppose 
that, previous to the advent of the Russians, the Mussul- 
mans would not willingly have tolerated the presence 
of an " infidel " in their midst ; whereas now they 
were entertaining us in the courts of their mosque.* 
The tent was nicely carpeted under foot with handsome 
bands arbund, though the roof and sides were some- 
what the worse for wear-one rent, in fact, being opened 
to admit light. Yakoob said that he would close i t  
when we were p i n g  to sleep. Till then it would help 
to air the tent, he said, utterly oblivious that there was 
too much air far m y  liking already. Here we ate o u r  
first meal prepared by the .natives, beginning di th 
sweetmea;rs, and going on through soup, native bread, 
grapes, and pi&, made of meat and rick. 

As we intended to start early next mornin , we soon 
got ready after dinner for bed. 1 set my a f arum, and 
placed my revoIver under the pillow, But, though 
tired, it was not so easy for me to sleep. Just outside 
the djiguitts were talking, and sending round their 

rgling k~di;an, or water-pipe, the horses were rest- - 

Ks, sundry dogs barking and whining, as well as 
stallions fighting. Myars t  sleep was disturbed by a 
rattIing of plates, due, rt soon appeared, to an  intruding 
tom-cat. I quickly drove him out, and, being thus on 

* W e  were not again lodged in the courtyard of a religious buikling, 
but it served to recall the Israelites, who '' made themselves booths. 
every one upon the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in the 

G courts of the house of  God" (Neh. viii. 16). 
m 



my feet, looked outside the tent, There lay Yelkoob 
and the djiguitts asleep and coverzd, but in the open 
air, as an ordinary thing, and, all around being quiet, I ' 

turned in again, to be disturbed within an hour by 
another cat getting on the table, knocking over a 
.candlestick, and stoppivg my alarum. Of course, I 
blessed evcry member of the feline race, gave chase 
again, and re-set my alarum, of which I then heard no 
more till it awoke me early next morning, not so stiff 
as I expected to be, and ready to set things astir. 

Our  second day's journey was to Kitab, a distance 
of 22 miles over the Takhta-Karacha Pass, for which 
we set out at half-past seven o.'clock. The road 
threads the defile of Katta-Sai, in which flows a 
turbulent little mountain stream of the same name. 
Following the windings of this, and occasionally cross- 
ing it, we saw from the road a tiller of the soil, with a 
yoke of oxen and a plough, that from its primitive 
form might have served for Elisha the son of Shaphat. 
Somewhat further on we saw a good illustration of the 
threshing-floor of Ornan the f ebusite. The grain, 
i a t ead  of beihg thrashpd, is trodden out by oxen or 
horses, on a space specially prepared, termed khimtan. 
In this case, two oxen only were employed, and their 
treading power was economized more ingeniously t h a  
pleasantly, I should imagine, to one at least of the pak. . 
One ox was fastened to the off end of a pole, that worked 
on a pivot in the centre of the floor, a boy holding on 

. his tail as to a rudder, arid thus providing for the cir- 
- ference of the floor, whilst the second ox, with his hi* 

parts in the centre and his head tied to his fellow, v. 
means of a crab-like motion 'tmd the central area* A 

* The oxen were not muzzled (Deut. xxv. +), and tile a b u n d d  
food placed within their reach lent vividness to the lang-ueb 3 
Hosea x. ]I. ,  &IEphraim is as an heifer that is taught, and &ucfh to 
tread out the corn." I did not see in Central Asia an implement that I , 

observed in the Trans-Caucasus, which made clearer to me a veae in 
Isaiah, where the prophet says (xli. IS), " Behold, I will make thee a 
new sharp threshing instrument having teeth." Amongthe Armenians, 
I saw in use in 1880 an instrument suggestive of the Latin &ii3aJumm 
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distance the rise towards the pass was 
Before the climbing began in earnest, 
at a poor little uninhabited caravansary, 

Aman-Kutane, where we ate bread and' meIons to 
fortify us  for the coming steeper road. Here was one 

.of the plantations mentioned by General Karolkofl, 
which the Russians place on the mountains to keep 
the soil from washing down. 

I Nor was this the only vegetation. So long as we 
- kept near the stream there were considerable parches of 

grass, ancl we passed a collection of mud huts and tents 
, inhabited by semi-nomads who tilled a little grouxld. 
. - Across the stream we saw the women weaving, and a 

narrow fabric stretched on the ground. .On losing 
sight of the stream, we left vegetation behind, and ' 
had to climb a narrow path, almost a rude staircase, 

L of stones and boulders, to a height above the sea of 
- I about 5,200 feet. 

We 'were now on the crest of the mountains of 
. Kitab, a continuation of the Hissar range, that sepa- 

rates the Zarafshan province from Bokhara. From 
the broad platform of rock, ' about 30 paces wide, we 
. hoked back on the dry and arid steppe we had crossed 
&on1 Samarkand; but before us the scene was of a 
-more pleasing character. There lay on either side of 
the Kashka-daria the twin t a n s  of Kitab and Shahr, 
called -together, from j e  number of the trees and 
gardens, Shahr-i-sabz, or "the green city." The  
beauty of the landscape from this spot had been 
extolled by CoIonel Alexandroff, who lunched with 

\ 

1 

(whence our word tribulation), a h e a y  plank, or threshing sledge, 
studded on one side with angular, toot -like pieces of iron and fl~nt, 
abwt an inch high. The plank was widened at one end, for a man to 
stand on, and narrowed and raised at the other for an animal to be 
attached; and this instrument, dragged over the floor, not only beat 
out the corn, as did the treading of oxen, but cut up the straw. The 
whole detritus was then swept in a heap, and tossed into the air by 
shovelsful, when the corn fell on the earth, and the rest "became like 
the chaff of the summer threshihg-foors," which thewind carried away 
(Pan. ii. 35). 
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us the day before we s h e d .  T o  an 0r.i 
view would be, no doubt, exceedingly prett 
an European tolerably so ; bur it was nothing 
with that obtainabIe from scores of places in. 
to say nothing of mountain scen 
or the Caucasus. , 

bare rocks of granite an 
cornice, excessively sin 
stones that rolled down t 
judged it best to give my horse 
his own path, and so did 
sometimes to. see the creatures 
a track, and found it more difficu 
hark back and try anothe 
think of the danger 
breaking one's skull again 
hand ; but when reading from 
one of his party had a sufficien 
the whole descent on horseb 
that we should have do 
and allow the horses to 

from Russian territo 
outcome of the in 

among men and things 3,000 or 4,000 years 
If what we saw among the Kirghese recalled- 
of Abraham, the new exp 
thoughts a number of messengers 
of the kings of IsraeI. .We were 
Governor of the district, also a ' 
direct from the Emir, with several 
bans of spotless white, and clad, 
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.another in a robe of cloth of gold, and all mounted on 
aily caparisoned horses. They had come to inquire 

k r  the welfare of various personages, to receive and 
welcome me, and to put a series of questions respecting 
my health and my journey. After shaking hands and 
saluting me with an A w n ,  the Bek proceeded to ask 
in stereotype fashion, "Is the Emperor welt? Is the 
Governor-General Chernaieff well ? and is General 
Abramoff well?" This was spoken in Turki to Yakoob, 
who put it to Sevier in Russ, after which it reached 
me in English. I replied that, when I passed through 
Petersburg, his Imperial Majesty was well, also that 
in Patersburg I saw General Chernaieff, who was well, 
and that General Abramoff, whom we had recently 
left, .was in good health. This principal messenger, 
having completed his ceremonious inquiries, moved on 
in front, and the old general or colonel came up to  
announce that the Emir had sent him to say that he 
was very glad we had come, that hk hoped I was not 
greatly exhausted by the difficulties of the way, and 
begged us to take refreshment in Kainar. 

Kainar is a Rish-knk, or village, as it is usualIy 
rendered, though the word literally means winter 
quarters, just as lai-lah means summer quarters. In  
summer quarters the habitation used is a tent, but in 
winter quarters it is often a mud house, which in 
summer is deserted or turned into a store. In the 
present instance we were conducted through the yard 
of what I suppose was' the Bek's house, our horses 
picketed to a circle of posts, and ourselves shown 
into a room where was a table evidently rigged up for 
the occasion, and groaning beneath a dozen, if not a 
score, of trays of grapes, sweetmeats, almonds, sugared 
nuts, melons, and other kinds of fruit. Upon these I 
concluded we were to make a meal, and I began the 
attack, till it appeared these things were only by way 
of pudding and sweets presented in inverse order to 

- English fashion, and to be followed by more substantial 
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dishes of meat, boiled chicken, and rice 
a lesson for me, and so was the n 
clearing the table; for whereas, at home, 
up to " eat what you please, but pocket - 
Bokhara it is expected that you eat what 
and pocket the rest. All was to be mi 
that Yakoob, the djiguitts, and attendants were-. 
to accept the remairider as a perquisite 

' , the same in their bags. 
We were Ieft alone to partake of rdreshm 

when the envoys subsequently entered, 1 sh 
him who appeared to be master of the ceremon 
letter I had received from Genera 
upon he spoke to me about seeing t 
following day. For the infornlation of the E 
names had to be entered in a b~ok, the hour we 
and when we departed, c~lilith particulars of our 
T ey asked how soon we meant to 
!! w ereupon observing that it was 

" I n  15 minutes"; but. this was cont 
and they wished tq put down 3.0 
departure, " so that it might Iook to the Emir as if-* 4 
had been well entertained." Not that 
ever, that we should wait, and our ho 
ingly made ready. 

I t  was five miIes further to Kitab, aIong a 
able road, through an inhabited di 
our escort increased, and we wer 
or: so of horsemen, who smother 
begged them, therefore, to go on far ahead. 
dispersed the crowd, and we rode along to Ur 
Russian) Kishlak, and beyond we forded the 
Kashka, Soon afterwards we approached the 
wall, 53 miles long, which once su 
sabz, and included, besides Kitab and Shahr, 
villages, with fields and gard 
occupied the whole space withi 
a large part of the neighbouring couritry is und 
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F k t e r ,  -- and w e n  in the dry season unhealthy swa~nps 
h u n d .  We had to approach the citadel of Kitab by 

I" a narroystreet, with water and mud up to the horses' 
knees, the Colonel, in cloth of gold, having motioned 
me ta his side to enter the town with something like 

, atate. As we passed along, the people rose and saluted 
- the Colonel with a " Salaam akih~vz,'' or " Peace be 

with you," but not bowing so servilely as at Rhokand. 
Other mounted officials now came to present them- 

f" selves, and formed a. cavalcade that brought us at last 
k8 to what was to be our Iodging. 1 had read that it was 
r a point of Bokhariot etiquette as to how near one 

should ride u to a palace or great house before dis- 
mounting. dy retinue, I observed, alighted outside 

' the street gates, but we were conducted on horseback 
'&right in" the courtyard, and then, having dismounted, 

c ' , were shown into our room. 
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CHAPTER XXlV.. 

FROH KITAB TO SNAHR. 

Curious hospitality.-Entertainment by dancing-boys and 
-Native appreciation of bu&&as.-Visits from the Emir's c 
-Our lodgin and spies.-Reception of Bokhariot officers.--Gw 

.of native ral%ien.-~ress for M andieme with the Emir.-& 
cession and arrival at the fortress.-The Emir Seid Muaaffaf-ed- 
din.-Various estimates of his character.-Admission to  . 
presence,-My requests and presents.-Refreshment nitti coudem. ' 

-Princely presents.-Drive to Shahr in the Emir's carriage. 

0 UR house at Kitab was certainly not a mansion, 
for the principal room measured only about I 2 && 

by 10.. Perhaps lack of space was meant to be atoned 
for by abundance of air, for there were 6 doors, and * 

over 3 of them unglazed lattices. We learned, 
however, that hereafter we should be lodged in beter 
guest-houses, but that few embassies came to Kitah ? 
Soon after our arrival we were asked what w e  shdd ' 
like to do. J replied that we wished to see the town, 
and that I should be glad if we could find some c s i i s  ' 
and .other antiquities or curiosities. I had been tpM 
by the Russians that the shortest space etiquette would- 
allow of our staying at Kitab would be three days, a d  
this was the time I told them when they asked how : J 
long 1 should remain their guest. My answers were C 
reported to the-Emir, and his messenger came back to -4 say that they thaught we should stay at least a week, ,J 
that my wish for coins should be attended to, and that 
we could see the town after our audience with the Emir. 
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+, On our arrival we had 'found, as at Kainar, the table 
laden with trays of sweets and fruits, and, in addi- 

' . hi there awaited me, as a present, at least half-a-dozen 
haves oT white sugar, and as many boxes of sugar- 
candy, both imported from Russia. 1 soon voted my 
own tea preferable to the green tea drunk by the 
natives, and, after taking refreshment, found that we 
were to be entertained that evening by a grand per- 
formance of musicians, batchas, and bufioons. At 
dusk the scene was lighted up with 25 lamps, and we 
were to sit under a spreading vine that formed a 
rustic balcony at the back of the house, and from 
thence to see the fun. Three men, with tambourines, 

, sat near a charcoal Sre in a brazier, over which, from 
time to t h e ,  they held their instruments to tighten 
the parchment. Presently four boys, or batchas, 
arrived, and were presented to us as the artistes of 
the evening; and whilst they were drinking tea and 

:= - eating fruit, the tambourines, increased to five, began 
to sound and the men to sing. T h e  batchas were 

. dressed in red flowing robes, with ,loose, wide trousers, 
but had their feet uncovered, their most striking 
peculiarity being their long hair like that of girls. In 
'the first dance the four boys walked leisurely round 
and round, keeping time with cIappers. In the next 
they danced faker, clapped their hands, and sang in 
unison,-love, on the part of the supposed girl, being 
the burden of their song. In the third dance the lover 
answered this ditty, and in the fourth the dance was 
interspersed with somersaults and other antics. 

Whilst the batchas were dancing and putting them- 
selves through various movements intended to be 

. - , graceful, two men carried candles, dodging about to 
hold them close to the dancers, that t h e ~ r  good looks 

. might be admired, the candle-bearers themselves con- + - 
torting their faces, and disporting themselves like 
clowns. t One of their nonsensical feats, when there was 
a lulI in the dance, was to  sit opposite each other and 

UIIJL' CaItf - Dig~tfwd by M~croso~ f  -3 
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make grimaces, or move the muscles and ski 
. face like a rabbit. They brought on next 'a 
song and dance with whistles, the batchas 
their fingers in time, and then striking toget 
of wands. 

As t h e  entertainment a large 
attracted by the sound of the music, pressed i 
courtyard and garden, delighted to witness t 
formance. Their appreciation of the batchas 
intense, They offered them tea and fruit, and,. 
the boys sat, they could hardIy have been made 
of had they been the first stars of a London 
They seated themselves apart from "the 
crowd," near to us, whereupon lights were 
before them, that all might gaze and admire. 
thinks himself a happy man to whom a batcha' 
descends to offer a bowl of tea, and receives it 
expressions of great respect. So, again, if 
offers tea to a batcha, it is coumted an honour 
taken and the cup returned, after tasting, to the 
but a great indignity if the remainder be hand 3 another. I gave the boys refreshments, and. 
round to the crowd some of our boxes of sugar-cmdpi 
which was readily accepted. . , 

, -',, 
wd were next entertained with some acrob;ltrT 

feats, the nlen bending backwards 'till their h+ 
' touched the ground, and performing several &i 

fantastic exercises. After this, a man gave .* 
a Hindu dance, and preparations were m a d e . a i  
some rude comic acting, in which were reprkse 
various scenes from native .life-first a. .q ,&a$ 
and lay-suit about a scarf. Presently a high p 
or some dignitary amply covered with cotton-; 
to represent white hair and beard, was c a r d -  9 
an a sort of sedan chair. Whether he was i h t d d -  
to represent the Emir or the Grand Lama I am mi- 
certain, but he was waited upon with great obsei' 
quiousness, whilst the musicians kept up vociferous 
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&ging and loud beating of tambourines. Presently 
asup osed dead man was brought in, upon whom the 
'iAulla rl sprinkled water in such abundance as to make 
the corpse wince, and he then proceeded to count the 
&ad man's debts, supplying himself with a substitute 
for ink with a nastiness that will not allow of de- 
scription. .At length, by accident or by design, one of 
the candles set fire to the cotton wool of the judge's 
hair, and he was about to be enveloped in flames, 
which fortunately they were able to put out, and this 
touch of reality brought the proceedings to an uncere- 
monious close. 

Central Asiatics, as far as I know, do not dance 
for their own enjoyment, but merely as a spectacle. 
The boys are early trained to it, and continue their 
profession until the beard grows. The Emir has. a 
staff of them, who, when he stays in Kitab, dance 
every night from 7 to 10 in some public place. Rich 
men also keep them for their enjoyment, and even 
poor families club together to maintain a corps -for 
their joint amusement. 

It was nqrly midnight before the batchas left our 
house, and I am not sure that they did not prolong the 
fun near at hand ; but they had put us up bedsteads and 
pillows at either end of our room, and we were glad 
enough to get to bed. Next morning they gave us for 
breakfast fruits, boiled milk and rice with butter, and 
sour cream. Quite early same courtiers came, saying 
that the *Emir had already asked several times after 
~ n y  health, and his Majesty (or his Highness, as the 
Russians call him) wished to know whether we were 
dull, because, if so, he would send some persons to 
amuse us. I replied that we were not dull, having 
plenty of reading and writing to do. His spokesman, 
we were told, was a colonel, and we afterwards learned 
that he was a. very near attendant and minis'ter of the , 

Emir, named Hodja Abul Fais, and one of the most 
enlightened of the Bokhariots that we met. He had 
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lived-even years in Constantinople, and had 
to Kief, Moscow, and Orenburg. Both being 

$m# we compared notes, I telling h ~ m  of my Central 

. . 

~ o s ~ e l  in Osrnanli ~urkikh,  'which he a p p e a & Z h d  
read fluently. Oh learning what it was, he said 
had given f o u ~  books to men, of which this 
whereupon he kissed and. accepted it with, 
putting it away in his breast.. He then asked I 

g1cy A I a i a ,  , d  +i -, 

After the departure of this 'courtier I waIked o w . 4  
look at our surroundings. Our house stood on a b e :  
some half-dozen feet above the courtyard, 
stream of water running near, the specific 
which I tested, and found LO be 99. .In the 
the adjacent open sheds our horses were 
whilst on the other side of the house were dl 

dwelling& resembling offices, into which I beg& b' 
pry, when Yakoob came running up in alarm m: 

Of course I at once drew back, though. so e f f e c w l ;  
. Inform me that I was entering the women's dom&e- I ,  

had the fair ones kept out of sight that I had not 
. lmst idea these were any on the premises. I' fwi 

however, they had seen me, and I perceived 
other eyes were upon us aIso. Six open doors 
small rooma I had voted rather too much of a 
thing, and - closed accordingly the three that 9 " - 
access to the courtyard, 

- 
leaving open for l i ~ h t  

those facing the garden and-offices. 6 n e  of* 
attendants came to ask whether I would not I&&& 
opposite doors opened, so that the air might enter, bw 
I declind, beginning to suspect that what he real@,- 
wanted was to spy from the yard what I: was doing; 
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and this suspicion increased when, chancing to lo& in 
the direction of the offices, I saw a msn had taken 
a seat commanding a view of our room, off which he 
scarcely took his eyes.- I n  the course of the morning 
a messenger came from the Emir and told us, to our 
disgust, that his Majesty, having heard how late we 
got to bed on the previous night, felt sure we must 
be tired, and so would not see us till the morrow. 
About midday we said that we should Iike to go out in 
the afternoon for a ride, and to see the town, where- 
upon I discovered that, in addition to being a guest, % I  
was also a prisoner, for they said we must not leave 
the premises without the permission of the Emir, and 
this pern~ission did not come. 

In the evening we were informed of the arrival of 
the assistant to the commander-in-chief of the Bokhariot 
forces, the commander of a battalion, and a guard of 
honour, 30 strong. There was nb need to fear, his 
Majesty said, but he had thought i t  better to send us a 
guard.* We were just finishing our evening meal, and 
I invited the officers in, and plied them with-not 
cups, but-bowls of tea, bread, butter, and eggs. Upon 
these meats the gallant commanders made a vigorous 
onslaught, and it was not until each had disposed of 
.half-a-dozen basins of tea that they cried "enough," 
their politeness having come to an end ; for 1 dis- 
covered that, according to Bokhariot etiquette, they 
were bound to keep on eating as Iong as we kept 
offering. - 1  . 

I then tried to amuse them by showing them -31; - 
engravings of CentraI Asia in Madame Ujfalvy's "D8, 
Park d Samarcand," but the officers seemed somewhar ,' 
slow in taking in their meaning. I i  occurred to me '? 
afterwards that they were perhaps the first pictures 
they had ever seen.t To Yakoob, who had been 

" To be " valiant men'about our bud . . . . every man with his sword 
upon his thigh, because of fear in t h e  night" (Cant. iii. 8). 

t The Sunni Muhammadans hold it contrary totheir faith to represent 
anythmg that has life, 15-hether vegetable or animal, being taught, 1 
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If these, thought I ,  are a specimen of the Sov 



leaf from his book, and the more so because Russians 
had told me that the Emir would not distinguish 
between my clerical coat and that of .a Russian 
merchant, and that all the Russian dignitaries this 
Asiatic sovereign had seen were in uniform and 
decorated with medals. This suggested to m e  that 
it might be desirable if I could combine in my raiment 
the splendours of ecclesiastical vestments and military 
uniform. But where was the Emir 7 Was he living 
elose ,by, our house being a part of his palace, or 
was he a mile off? because, if 1 were going to get 
myself up very gorgeously, and his Majesty were 
living close by, it might be more convenient to walk. 
My inquiry had reached the great man's ears, and 
he seemed to have taken it as a trait of humility on 
my part that I did not think myself worthy to come 
mounted to his presence. He therefore sent me a 
message to say he had heard I talked of walking to 
the palace, but that he desired I would ride. 

So I proceeded to make ready, and first put on 
my cassock, that did duty when I went to the Court 
of St. James's. Over this I put on a gorgeous, gold- 
embreidered waistcoat, adapted from a garment I 
bought in Servia, as a specimen of a Servian gentle- 
man's vest-grand enough for a general-and tied a 
cincture at the bottom, with ends hanging at the side, 
and over these I hung my scarIet hood. Fortunately, 
perhaps, there was no minor in the room, or my 
heart might have failed me ; but I next put round my 
neck a Provincial Grand Chaplain's collar of purple 
and gold, and on this pinned three or four masonic 
jewels, by way of medals, and slung at the bottom my 
pocket BibIe; after which my costume was completed 
by a college cap ; and thus arrayed I mounted my 
palfrey and sallied forth. My two djiguitts went in, 
front, preceded by a whole bevy of officials,' and the 
two interpreters came after. Of course I looked a t  the 
people as we passed through, the streets. Need I say 
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that they - looked stdl harder at me, doi 
as' I was, to keep my countenance 
-content with a passing glance, ran b 
turning round to look, and, in the ba 
sellers stopped their bargaining in order 
All went well, however, and we reached the 
This is a large artificial mound, surr 
walls, having an imposing gateway 
above, and a tower on either side. 
troops were drawn up, who received me wi 
and we dismounted t.0 be, receiyed by two 
the entrance, one of'whom took charge of n ~ y  pms 
for his master. We then crossed the first 
.on entering the second, I caught sight of h 
at a distance, through an open door. 

Of hi'm I had read various and somewhat 
accounts. Of his father, Nasr- Ullah, 
be but one opinion, and that about as bad as i 
be ; hut of the reigning Emir, Seid Muz 
Vambery, in I 863, spoke rather favourably. 

For my own part, I beard stories from ~uss ians  & - 

natives alike, to which-I shaII hereafter. refer, that h,lc - 
manner confirmed both the brigh 
the Emir's character. Meanwhi 
man 1 had to deal with was a desp 
his power' to hinder or. advance m 
naturally anxious for a farourable int 
in the first pIace to extend my travels i 
the khanate that Dr. Schuyler was not 
visit, next to distribute among the Bo 
remaining copies of the Scriptures, b 
Sovereign himself, and, lastly, I wis 
manuscripts, and to.get all the general i 
possibly could. 

The Bokhariots have' a poetical c 
strange;, on being admitted to an audience kith the 
Emir, is so over.wheIrned with the biightnqss of +s 
presence, that he needs,an attendant o 



support him from fainting. I fancy that intercourse. ' -, 

with the Russians, who, as conquerors, do not stand .. 
upon such nonsense, is breaking down the 'custom, or i , ' 

perhaps the attendants did not think nle a fainring;;. ,: 
subject, A t  all 
supported into " t h e  
to bow immediately 
court. from .whence his Majesty 
received the hint, however, that 
being presented to my own or the 
and I accordingly reserved my bow till I 
audience chamber. I t  was a good-sized room, 
all over, but without a stick of furniture, 
roughly-made deal chairs with crimson seats. 
Emir w& perched on one, and, after giving me a 
shake of the hand, he motioned me to the other, 
had seen his portrait a t  
think, in 1874, and 
engravings have been . 'Majesty spoken of as an old man, I expected to fidd',. +;; 
him grey, whereas his hair was black, and, thou ,hl;lm1 i f " . , #  apparently in debilitated health, he looked, than ST - 
perhaps to cosmetics which he is said to use  free^^$:^:.- 
less than 58, which I heard was his age, . r: 

7 .. -.. r - 

When I had seated myself, Mr. Sevier and ~ a k w 6 . ' :  
stood in front, a few courtiers being behind, The ' , '  

Emir began by saying he had heard that I came from ' 
far; he was glad that I had come, and hoped that I . 
had recovered from fatigue. .. 

I thanked him, and said that the Russians had given 
me pernlission to go to Petro-Alexandrovsk ; would .,. .: 
he be so kind as to direct that my tarantass should be. 

I .  

taken ,to Charjui, and then floated down the Oxus ? - , . .,. . 
" Yes." . - 5 I then said, " I am an English mullah, and can read , -. J 

Hebrew and Greek. ' I should very much- like to be . .. ' allowed to see what ancient nlanuscripts there may be - 
in your Majesty's library." , 3 , , . 1 . ,I . 

-r.. 2 ..~. 7:,3-.+. ' .: , .  - .  --.- 
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Answer : ." H,e had heard that I was inxe 
antiquities. I might, therefore, search for th& 
I pleased, and have any I could find ; and h, 
wauld help me." , 4 

Thus. tar, all promised well, and I went on to say 
that I had seen prisons and hospitals in many parts of 
the world, especially in Siberia, and that I should like to 

be allowed to see those of his Majesty's dominions. 



EROX KITAB TO SBANR. 313 

Here I suppose I " put my foot in it," for I received k:q.: 
no answer. In asking Russians the kind of presents 
that would be suitable for t 
especially advised to offer arti 
to him. I was not too well supp 
I was not sure, on Ieaving England, that I 
into Bokhara, nor had I previously travelIe 
tries where money was not generally rega 
best of presents, When, however, no re 

- my request, I pointed to the scarlet rai 
back, telling his Majesty that such a d 
worn by our chief mullah 

: heard he was a muIlah, a 
if he would accept my 
make quite sure that among my prese 
be something decidedly new, I added the masonic': 
collar and jewels ! H e  seemed at fi - stand me, until, having called in the aid of his 
interpreter, he replied, " Yes " ; and again t 
followed a painful silence. 

I was beginning to think hi 
tive, arid inquired whether 
ask about England. 

Again there came no answ 
Then he said he must con 

England, or about my travels ? 
I answered, " Whichever 
" What, then," wid he, " i 
" Primarily," 1 answered, 

in prisons and hospitals ; but, 
interested in antiquities." 

" Now," said he, " I understan 
I handed him two of my Iette 

translations in Turki, but he h 
and rather impatiently, I thought, put them aside. 5.:: . 
We then shook hands, and all literally " backed out " 
of his presence. We had been told beforehand that 
refreshment would be provided, of which we partook, 
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in the room of the chief ministers. They said we , 

ate too little, and asked about my costume, as one of , 

them had been in Belgrade, the very town where 
my vest was purchased. They had no prisons worth 
seeing, they said. They used to put prisoners in the 
stocks, bur not now. They were curious to know what 
were the books we had given to the Emir; they under- 
stood our giving books in " the hospitals to cure the sick, 
but had we, besides, any medicine?" I gave presents 
of rings and a pocket microscope to these ministers, 
for' which they said they had nothing to give in return ; 
but they soon came to telI me  that the .Emir had 
looked at my presents, and thought them very curious, 
and, further, they brought into the room to-me,  as a 
present, at least a score of changes of raiment, for 
myself and retainers. These were the robes of honour, 
or khalats, of which the Russians had told me the 
Emir would give enough to " bury me." Some were , 

of cotton, of gaudy colours, others of native silk, some - 

few of Russian brocaded satin, like the Russian priests' 
vestments ; one or two were of Cashmere, and another 
of pea-green velvet to envelop me from head to f a x  ! 
This, however, was only the beginning of favours, for 
I was next informed that the Emir had sent me a 
horse for myself, and another for whomsoever I pleased. 
Nor was my charger sent without saddle or bridle, 
for it had both, as well as a saddle-cloth, covering, 
him from mane to tail, and hanging down on either 
side, two feet from the withers and three feet behind 
T h e  saddle-cloth is the handsomest 1 have ever seea, 
and is of crimson velvet, embroidered with gold 3rd 
silver thread and silk of various colours, in .men 
large foliate patterns, surrounded by a scroll b& 
of similar workmanship, and edged with wide' 'am& 
and crimson fringe,, the whole being adorned by 
spangles of silver and gold.' 

The  bridle, too, is no less remarkable, being rnounied 
with bosses, pendents, and ornaments of turquoise 
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so~n.4  work. At the back of the head, on the neck, 
a plate of turquoise work, from which hang on 
side 8 strips, similarly jewelled, the reins being 

r i ' t i f  white leather. One of the bridles is now in the 
'British Museum. . 

I suppose that, had I been an Asiatic, I should have 
been clothed withone of these robes of honour,* and 
mounted upon the horse to ride through. the street, 

: "like unto the man whom the king delightcth to 
. honour ";t but I was excused from this, though the 

trappings were left o,n the horses, that the people 
might see, they said, that I had, received a present, 
whilst "the changes of garments were laid upon his 
servants, and they bare them " (with the horses 
walking) before me. 1 
. It  was well, perhaps, that I did not mount my pre- 

, sent, for subsequently gay clothing was found to cover 
' but sorry steeds, and one ,of them was so vici~us that 

none-liked to et near him. One horse was an Arab, 
8 years old, t % e other a Karabair, the two together 
being valued at A8 ! We had now done the honours, 
and were told[ that we, might proceed if we wished; 
and upon my expressing a desire to hasten forward, 
the Emir sent us his carriage,. drawn by a pair of. 
horses, in which we drove through the market-place, 
out of the town towards, Shahr, and arrived before 
evening. 

* I &w this done on the following day. When sending a watch and 
chain to the Bek ofrShahr, by the hand of Yakoob, the Bek threw over 
my messen~er's shoulders a gaudy robe, in which Yakoob came parading 

- back, thus ~llustratin I suppose, the case of Mordecai who ''went out 
from ~ l c  presence of t f e  king m royal apparel of blue and white ?' (Esther 
viii, 15). 

9 Esther vi. I I .  
$ a Kings v. y. 



CHAPTER XXV. 
. 

T H E  carriape that took us from Kitab had:& 

Bokhara. I t  was not surprising, therefore, &at d 
people gazed hard at the two Englishmen in pL 
clothes seated in the royal chariot. The 4- 

affluent of the-~ashka-daria. w e  soon saw t - 
people knew far less about driving than 
Draught horses, they told us, were rare ; he*., 4 
by?opes intendid to draw a cannon, whilst each h$ 
was mounted by a turbaned postillion, who, 'as' l 
walked or at most ambled his horse along, kei 
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as if he thought the occasion 
portant, one. Hence we had a 
ve, and before sunset reached 

were cohducted to the house 
eceived, in which was a large 

I Wrn carpeted, with niches in the wall, and a mode- 
? ?me-sized flower garden outside. We were told that 
I . Itbe Bek would receive us in the evening in the 
, ' Ak-Serai, a reminder that we were on historic ground. 

Accordingly, after sunset we went to visit the Bek. 
At the entrance to the citadel soldiers were drawn up, - who presented arms, and we crossed the court where 

i 
, - Tamerlane's feet must often have trod ; for there stood 

the ruins of two piers, solidly built of large bricks, of the 
i - famous Ak-Serai, or white palace, in which he used 

to rCpose after his campaigns. Their height is 140 
- 

f e t ,  and .their pure Arabic style and ornamentation 
1 \'in glazed tiles of blue and white porcelain, inlaid in 

I arabesques, and Persian and Arabic inscriptions, make 
' a  them striking objects. I was received in a spacious 

U l  surrounded by mirrors about: five feet high, and 
- suspected that ,:my. reception had been deferred till 

dter dark that I mrght be dazzIed with the (supposed) 
: m nificence. 

The  Bek, who gave me his name as Astanakul, 
Pavmza{chi, signifying that he was one rade below 
the highest, sat near me at the table on w ich refresh- 

1'- 

t 
ment was served. There were also at the table 

. Khoja Abul Fais, and the Emir's interpreter, who had 
been sent by his Majesty to amuse us during the 

t . evening, and I suppose also to learn of us what they 
could. The Bek was much more conlrnunicative than 

, his sovereign, and asked if I had a father and brothers, 
but made no sukh inquiry as to mother or sisters, 
which, according to Bokhariot ideas, would have been 
unpolite. He wished to h o w  my profession, and 

-- - that of my father, and inquired for the health of my 
. . family. As  he appeared to be so chatty, I rook the 

i l n i ~ ~  Calif - Digitized by Micrc)suf @ 
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opportunity to ask him, and those at the table, 
questions, and to jot down the answers I rec 
He ave me information also concerning my 
whic f was to be 60 miles to Karshi, 95 mo 
Bokhara, and lox further to Charjui. 1 ask 
to arrange, if possible, that our journey m 
expedited, whereupon He summoned his scribed- 
wrote a letter at his mouth, which the Bek auth 
cated, after hearing it read (not reading 'it him= 
by impressing his seal upon it ;* while the me 
went out to make preparations for our d 
on t h e  morrow. When theBek heard that  
come from Kuldja,  that das short ly  to be given. 

, back to the Chinese ,  hi& eyes sparkled, eridaitly 
at the thought of the Russians having to dis 

-' 

some of their prey, k d  he inquired parti 
how many Chinese there were in Kuldja, an 
many versts westward the frontier had been .fixed, 
Before leaving I presented the Bek with an Arabis .,, 
New T e s t a m e n t ,  and a portrait of myself, whereupon 
he asked whether I had given the like to his Majesty. 
Then, to my surprise, they brought me a present, by 
desire of the Emir, from the Bek, of more khdats 
and another Arab horse with saddle and bridle, but :-: 

T not so gorgeously ornamented as the one I had . 
received in the morning. - - 

I t  was quite dark when our visit was ober, and  A.-I 
crowd outs ide  was waiting to escort us back with  torchei 
and lanterns. T h e  Khoja and his interpreter 

I 

* Like Shapl~an, the scribe, reading before the king (2 Chron. xx*. ~ f i  
or like Mordecai writingletters, sealing them, and sending off rnesse 

1 
4 

in the name ofAhasueru6 (Estherri~i. 8, ro . The Emir, not > personally the letter I presented to him, recal s the words of Art- *r : 
"The letter which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read b e h e  me - -5 
(Ezra iv. r8,23). The carrying a signet a pears to have been c u d m a e  
with dignitaries in patriarchal times in Jalestioe, if we may so unhr- -: 
stand the case of Judah (Gen. xxxviii. 18): and later in Persia, for DaQys 
sealed Daniel in the lions' den (Dan. vi. 17 . So, too, in udaea under '' E J Pilate, who "made the se ulchre sure,.sea ing the-stone ' (MatY. xxvi). 
66). \Ve read of none o?these afSdng their sign manual, as it w o d - .  
be with US. 

I 4 3  <..,4 
. I  I 
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panied us to our lodgings, where we found a 
of batchas, and the peopIe assembled for a per 
I did not decline it, but gave the Khoja to 
that it would be a far greater treat. 

>, the batchis 'if he would allow me to q 
' about the countty. H e  and his iaerpreter 
saw, intelligent fellows, and it was an opportuni 
to be missed. When, therefore, the batch 
started with their! tomfooleries, we withdrew i 
room to my table and note-book, but left the 
open so that we could see a little and 
much of the performance outside. I fear the 

* thought ~s sadIy wanting in 
determined that we should no + 
every now and then putting 

:' bawling, at the top of their, voices, some portio 
song for our special benefit. 

- '  ,. Among the messages sent me by the Emir m 
that they delivekd very delicately, 

: by some of my presents to him. The 
- that 1 should want again my hood, collar, and j e d ,  ' 1  

what was no doubt true, that I should w' ' 
- be ab e to get the like throu 

, with regard to the illustrated 
, in a- language he -knew not, 

- but couId not . understand, the pict I.; therefore, I should not be offended if 
;.!, to- take .that back, bur as for the reli 

1 .  . namely, a Persian Bible and A 
,". be accepted and revered them. 

rebuke to my worIdly wisdom, for (to 
for once) I did, not fee1 at all sure how this 
potentate, the chief champio 

' Asia, would be pleased at the 
: a Christian. Bible. On the other 

travels was gorgeously bound, and fu 
'. ,; his own 0 khanate and of Central Asi 

this would prepare the ,way for the 
L . - .  , ., 8 

, - .- - 1 , .  . ' . b 

I . -  . . 
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3 the real reason why he returned the baok, 
o, by-the-bye, encIosed, was because 

Muhammadan law against pictures.. :' 

n Bokhara, in I 863, " the unhappy . 

rtrait of a living human being suffered ' '1 

me penalty of the law," so that his Majesty . .  I:,; . 

hardly keep the pictures in defiance of his own $1 
s. I do not know whether the law about. -:-, . . .: 
of portraits has been relaxed. If not, I fear a:. 
d the lives of a good many, for I had taken 
large number of cabinet portraits, because ' 

convenient to carry, and I gave them freely in the , 

as not till I was getting towards the . .- ' 

y stock that I reidentally heard of the : -. 
nd asked Yakdab what 'he thought would . '- . 

the pho tcgrqh .  H e  expected that 
they .wo& be destroyed. NevertheIess, 

- 

Aussulman as hc was, I had by this time so 
yself with him that he seemed t o  : :.' 

r a memento, a d ,  on parting) asked for my , ' *  
it for him.kel6. Mwemrer,. no one else but the dr  

returned the prlr-; . > 

e Emir's case, ofcourss I took back the things : . 

Fr~sitation, expressing the hope that I migh , 

to find something else . to  send. in their stead 
on reaching and -asking ,also : 

was anything 
ke me to. send them from England, to 

with Oriental politeness, that they 
g but id please me. I supposed 1 . 

nus t  have mated a favourable impression upon the 
m-ind of the. Khoja, for be& parting he informed h e  

onstantly in ihe presence of the Emir, 
meals with him, so thai, if I had any 
he was in b position to help me.' 

*,Reminding one of Elijah's words to the Shunamite, " Wouldst 
thw be s oken for to the. king? 2.Khg-s iv. 13); also of various 
courtly o&en who rere in a d  the "A ng's presmce " ; r. U~vid,  who 
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F 

:hat some t r a d e r s  have supplied us with stafi 
population in the khanate, which the Emir 
could not give if his Iife depended on it. 0 
questions I asked at Kitab of my military 

:'sat with the king at meat" ( I  Sam. xx. 5); "five men of th&- 
wen in the king's presence, ' taken by Nebuckadnumr ( r  R s :  
xxv. I ) : and "seven men of them that saw the face of the kin 
t a k a  % the Babylonian monarch (Jer. Lii. rg) ; such .as pad nbi 
t o  stan& in the king's palace, among whom was Dan~el (1. '4); ah 
again, the seven couneellors of Artaxerxes (Ezra vii. 14). 

, , PI,;.: .? 



PROM S H A H .  TO BQKHAIPA. 323 

was the population of the khanate, but he could not 
inform me, The reader will therefore kindly bear this 
in mind in reference also to my own figures, supplied 
from information given by the natives. 

T h e  Bek sent early next morning to inquire about 
my health. His present of thk previous evening had 
taken me by surprise, and having subsequently heard 
that his son was at the Emir's court, though not pre- 
sent when I gave presents to the ministers, 1: sent to 
the Bek a watch and chain for his son or any one else 
to whom he chose to give: it. He threw a khalat over 
the shoulders* of my messenger, saying that he would 
send the watch and chain to his son, after detaching 
the whistIe from the guard for himself, and- sent me 
his thanks. 

We left Shahr at 9-20 a.m. in the Emir's carriage, 
the road to Karshi lying through the Kashka-daria 
oasis. W e  drove slowly for an hour through gardens 
and cultivated fieIds, and then came to the open steppe, 
-sandy, but covered with vegetation. Not far from 
Shahr is the little village of Sharmitan, and six miles 
from the town is a second village, but we stopped at ., 
nQther. 

, About a mile before reaching Chirakchi we were 
met by half-a-dozen gaily, dressed; cavaliers, who. said . 
that the Bek, who was the Emir's son, had sent them 
to welcome me, and inquire after my welfare. They 
preceded us to the town, as the pIace must be termed, 
since it is surrounded by a wall, otherwise it might be 
taken for a .kishlak with a large bazaar; and they 
informed us that, it being Friday, the Bek was gone to 
the mosque, but that on his return he would receive 
us. We called about two hours later, and found the 

. Bek's house standing almost on the bank of the river. I 
' * This giving of raiment reminds. one of Jonathan stripping himself , ' 

of his garments and givin them to David ( I  Sam. xvii. 5+), a custom 
thatlingered in Eumpa in tf e sixteenth cmtuty, when the Tsar honoured 
Yermak, the conqueror of Siberia, by sending him. a garment from his 
own wardrobe. 
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 i is residence is within a quadrangle, clos 
high mud wall; and divided into smaller sq 
of which a row of ch-ambers stretches along , the  wab 
On. entering,' an official first received my presents, anif 
then we were shown into a room, where sat a ywth'of 
18, but looking much 'older, dres 
cloth of gold,, with a pink turban, ed 
the grandest get-up I had yet seen, 
his father, whom we had found pIainly 
said that as they had been visited by no 
before, he was glad I had come to see the 

I asked .if he would come to England., 
. " That," he said, " depends entirely on 

He had heard that I was fond of an 
orders had been1 sent to Bokhara to 
possibIe. I suppose, too, he had hear 
an author, about  which I made no secret, 
in this way expIained why I was taking not 
is a deadly crime in Oriental eyes, and soon 
open to suspicion. I imagine, therefore, he 
primed to say what he afterwards added, nam 
he hoped I should say nothing against their 

. I replied, and replied truly, that I should 
degI to say about the hospitable mann 

. , had been received. 
I learned that a horseman had &rived 

from the Kush-beggi, having been onIy two 
the road. This made us Iong to be hurriea 
for we had that day accori-~pli+ed o 
were to.go no further-a great .contr 
in the Russian Steppe, where we expe 
similar distance in little more than an hour. 
we were poorly Iodgid in a .room about 12 
feet, with bare mud walls,,not even plaster 

' pegs stuck in"holes to hang our things on,, 
rickety bedsteads ; and qlso there was nothin 

- town worth delaying our ,journey' for. .. Ch 
formerly a dependency 'of Shahr-i-sabz, 

. , 
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governed by this boy-bek, who, report said, spent his 
money prodigally, and grumbled at his father because, 
in his annual migrations from the capital to his summer 
residence at Kitab, he did not'stay with his so 
way. 

Several sons, some of them quite young, the E 
has distributed through the khanate as beks 
governors of provinces, as at Chirakchi.' I obse 
however, that this youth was surrounded wi 
courtiers, who paid him the utmost deference 
our departure there was sent for my acceptance another 
caparisoned horse and khalats. 

Next morning at 6.30, soon after sunrise, we started 
for Karshi, a ,distance of 47 miles, which I was 
mined, if possible, to accomplish that day. Several 
the authorities accompanied us out of the tow 
our cavalcade numbered fully ao persons, one of wh 
an old man, asked if we could give him a littl 
which I promised to do when we unpacked at t 
station. Our road lay along the valley of th 
daria oasis, descending from an altitude of 1,300 
at Chirakchi to 800 feet: at Karshi. Between Chirakc 
and Karatigan the  oasis somewhat thins 06 but the., 
is everywhere plenty of water, forage, and fuel. About 
two hours after starting we traversed low flat-topped 
hills near the river, with plains between us and the 
stream, and a few yourts surrounded by plots of culd- 
vated land. Further on the road we passed throu h a a better cultivated and more populous district. W eat 

* 1 prcsurne that the one we saw is the same that Dr. Yavorski, 
when passing through in 1878, speaks of a s  the youngest son of the 
Emir, so that, if my information were true, the Bek could have k e n  then 
but 14 years of age. The osition and conduct of the Emir illustrates 
the a ression in P s d p  &. 16, l 8  Instead of thy fathers, thou shalt 
have. ctildren: whom thou mayest make princes in all lands," and 
Muzaffar thus emulates the example of Rehoboam! who, desiring many 
wives, " dealt wisely, and dispersed of all his ch~ldren throu hout all 
the countries of udah and Benjamin, unto every fenced-city" Chmn. i xi. 23). Also t e youth of some of the beks, and the condition of 
Bokhara, is a commentary on Isa. iii. 4, " I will give children to be 
their princes, and babes shall rule over them." 
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and rice fields, cotton plantations 
dens extended along both sides of the 
winding river and the snowy summits of moun 
the distance helped to vary' the 'scene. We 
-two kishlaks on the right, crossed the river 
village of Karabagh, and were met about ha1 
our destination by messengers sent 
Karshi. At a small place called 
stopped two hours for dinner, and 
within seven miles of Karshi, we were me 
messenger, who invited us to take 
provided some excellent figs. We 
and about 7 o'clock on Saturday ni 
arrived at Karshi. 

Here we were lodged 'in a gu  
the second town in the kingdom. Our r.om 
large and. handsome, with painted ceiling and. 
cot, carved door and windows, a be 
bed ,coverlets of silk, and a velvet pi110 
our arrival the Bek sent to welcome 
an entertainment, with batchas, but we replied t h * ~ '  
were tired, and, having heard them twice, wish&-& 
get early to bed. It was then arranged that we sE&id 
see the Bek next day, and since I intended to sped 
Sunday in the place, I intimated that one of us was a 
physician, and would be glad to be of use 
there might be in -the town. - 

Early next morning we started for the bath 
on our way passed through what I suppose 
part of the bazaar, where the line of shops approp 
to the wool trade is said to be nearly 600 yaids 

On reaching the bath-house I found almost 
of a Turkish-bath I had seen in Cons 
had hoped that Sevier and I might get 
room wherein to undress-for this special .rea 
no other, that. I had around my waist a belt of money;. 

, which I preferred should not be seen even by rnr 
own native attendants. T o  my disappointment they 
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ushered us into a public place with a score or so of 
other bathers in various stages of dks/rabikle, When, 
however, my wish to be alone was made known, the 
people were ordered out, and they ran off la 
and talking about the foreigners. 

Even then, however, Yakoob and the djiguitt 
mained; so, seeing there was no help for it, 1 hid my belt 
in my clothes and entered the bath-room. I t  looked 
like a crypt lighted from the tops of domes, and, having 
placed myself on a hat stone, I had to submit to the 
well-known kneading and rubbing of the Turkish bath, 
previous to washing with water, I did not like it . 
nearly so we11 as the Russian steam bath, though gIad 
of an opportunity of a good cleansing, such as we had 
not had since leaving Samarkand. By the time we 
returned to the dressing chamber, some more natives 
had been admitted, and they watched us with not 
a; little curiosity as we finished our toilette and put on 
our European garments. A tooth-brush appeared, to 
them quite a novelty. I am not so sure about a comb, 

, but, as d l  the men shave their heads, hair brushes are 
to them unknown. 

Having returned to our house, we went after 
breakfast to call on As'tanakul Bi, Bek of Karshi. 
He came into the courtyard to meet us. He was a man 
of intelligent countenance, dressed in cloth of gold and 
white turban, and who, when we reached the hall of 
reception, seemed somewhat under constraint, and 
formal in the presence of several older men standing 
around. I invited him to question me about England, 
and asked if there was anything he would like me 
to send him, but in both cases he answered in the 
negative. Thinking to draw him out, I toId him of my 
travels, to which he replied that, to be successfulIy 
accomplished, such journeys needed brains, and then 

added, " You are constantIy on the move, and see 
many persons, whilst we sit still and see nobody." I 
told him he should come to England, but he repIied 

C 



of our'journey to Bokhara might be accant 
two days, to which he replied that it rested 
selves, and should be done. As we bade him 
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during the month of Ramazan, and the other great 
Muhammadan festival of Kurban, at which time the 
adjoining gardens are filled with people, who come not 
only to pray, but to feast and play. LVe rode through 
the gardens, but on approaching the mosque they re- 
quested us to dismount, though there was not enough 
within to repay one for the slight trouble, the nine 
stone vaults being very plain. 

From this Muhammadan temple we asked 
conducted to a despised place, where the Jews 
to worship. It  was hardly a synagogue, but 
a shanty, approached through a dirty yard,-and the 
poorest place of Jewish worship I ever .saw. I t  ap- 
peared that the'Jews came to the town about 40 years 
ago, and there were usually only from 30 to 4 
persons, and of these only 3 or 4 families residen 
They had a few old and dirty, but not ancient, book 
and I promised to give the man who received me 
.book in his own tongue if he would come to m 
lodging. Three came, to whom I ave two Hebre 
New Testaments ; one to a rabbi, w o said he had not 
seen the book before, and kissed it. 

i? 
In the evening the Bek again offered us amusement 

 by batchas, but we declined on religious grounds, 
saying that it was our Sunday, and got off early to 
bed, intending to leave betimes the next day. 

I directed on Sunday night that we shouId start from 
Karshi at sunrise, in accordance with which I stirred 
up Yakoob at 4 o'clock, but a delay arose in connec- 
tion with the tarantass. The  men had brought it 
from Samarkand through Jam, but their experiment 
of mounting it on an arba had not been a complete 
success. Fearing that their machine might break 
down, they had brought a second conveyance, and for 
some reason had been obliged to break my seals, As 
my parcels were in full tale, I paid the men off, as also 
the man who had accompanied us with the sumpter 
horse, and distributed to them, and to Yakoob and the 
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rest of my suite, presents and khalats. The 
that now arose was in harnessing our troik 
I needed several scores of pack-horses fo 
caravan, no doubt they could easily have been. 
with saddles complete at a tenga per tash, or 
penny a mile ; for Karshi being on the high ro 
India, and all the imports from the south-east 
to pass that way, the local provision for land car 
considerable ;. but to procure horse-colIars and 
harness, notm for an arba mereIy, but for a 
tarantass, was not at all so easy. What was mo 
the harness was forthcoming, no one appeared 
how to put it on, and this business took so lo 
we were not out of the city till nearly 4 o'clock . : 

In the,. suburbs we crossed a long bridge of 
brick arches, spanning the Kashka-daria, and 
got far when rnessen ers came galloping a 
saying that the Bek f a d  only just heard f m  
Emir that he was to give for myself and Sevi 
presents they were now bringing. The gift c 
of pieces of silk and velvet of native manufact 
latter remarkable by reason of its variegated 
and patterns. Sevier and I decided to ride t 
stage, which was pleasant enough, for the road pla%sbrBI 

,through the continuously inhabited district o f , , T h  . , Karshi oasis. At first we kept beside the c 
behind our own attendants and a caval 
wcorted us from Karshi, but I soon became 
at our slow pace. The postillions seemed t 

- notion of putting the horses to a respectable t 
I foresaw that we should be a long time ge 

. Bokhara, unless I urged them on. Precept see 
have no effect, so I determined to try the 
example ; and, setting at nought their notions 
priety that I shouId ride in state behind, I told 
the djiguitts to keep with the carriage whiIst 1 .g 
on and left them to follow, and &us we re 
Kassan. I ; l i  
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m,? Bassan is a large commercial vilIage, situated at the ,  
ywne western point of the oasis. Beyond Kassan 
' ,the steppe begios, with vegetation, however, and kish- 
daks here and there--one of them, Maymene, being the 

-' *idenre of the Anrliddzr, or taxgatherer under the 
' .  B e k .  Together with the Kashka-daria the gardens also 

.disappearj so that we continued on a flat, bare, and 
waterless step+, the scrubby vegetable growth con- 

. sisting of clumps of Issirik grass, used by the Bokhariots 
. 'for all diseases, and sold in their bazaars. They dry 
b' the grass and burn it 'on coal, the sick man or animal 

inhaling the smoke. In passing along from Karshi 
- we had seen what I judged to e good specimens of 

- kishiaks, or winter habitations of semi-nomads, for in 
some cases the whole collection of houses appeared to 
be deserted, and we were told that the inhabitants 
were gone to the mountains for the summer, whilst in 

I other cases cultivated pIaces. were seen, with the people 
living by in tents.* 

At Kassan, where we arrived about midday, and 
rested for a coupIe of hours, we obtained two fresh 
horses, but the third had to, go further, our .troika 

.being mounted by three turbaned riders. Sevier and 
f got into the tarantass for the next stage, and after: 
w e e d i n g  about half the distance, we passed Kara- 
Kum, where .is, I think, a dry welI, as also near, on 
the left, the ruins of the town Maimanak. We had 
no.trotting until we approached Khoja-Moburak, which 

* It is interesting to note in the book of Genesis how naturally the 
triarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, pass from nomad to settled Iife. k do not read that the first ever built a permanent dwelling for a 

house, but lived in a tent--apornad pure and simple (unless W y  n!Pq 
Gen. xxiii. a,  points to the contrary). Lot, on the other hand, seems 
to have forsaken the tent on settling in Sodom, so that, when d r i m  by 
fear to the mountain, he dwelt in a cave, and not in a tent Gen. xir. 19, 

- 30). Isaac in middle life perhaps had a house (xxbii. IS),  I ike a semi- 
. nomad, and he appears to have died a settler in a town (xxxv. 27). 

Jacob was "a plain man dwelling in tents " when youn (xxv. z?), but 
r on returning fmm Laban he b a t  a buse @xiii. IT), tfough not for- 
: saking the tent (xxxv. a r )  till settled in old age m his patrimony, 

whence he sent out his sons to tend his flocks (xlrxv. 27 ; xxxvii. 14). 
I 
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, we reached at 6.30, and found it a village of 
houses, affording a resting-place for caravans 
Bokhara and Karshi. 1 cannot say that I was sa 
with having accomplished 36 miles onIy for a 
journey, and I therefore desired that we should 
the next station ; but our escort said the horses -,r: 
too tired, and, indeed, the men appeared h o w i f d  at ';w 
the notion of travelling by night in the steppa d 
thought at the time this was only an excuse, but expe- I 
rience taught me further on that "perils of robbers? 
was here a thing by no means to be risked. 

1 
The chief man of Khoja-Moburak came out to I-; 1 

us, and conducted us to a poor but nicely-carpet4 2 
lodging, where our room measured about r 2 feet by .& " 

21 Here I nearIy had an accident, for taking a Iight to ._  
get something out of the tarantass, the man to whom 1: : ' 4 gave the candle to hold, set fire to the cotton lining mf . A 

43- 
the apron, which fortunately I managed to extinpi& 7 
quickly, or we might have had serious loss. The : 
inhabitants, however, were determined that we should . I 
not suffer from either fire or pillage, for they set io -:; 
men to watch the 'tarantass through the night, 4 I 
told Kolutch to sleep inside. 

As we could not go further the first day from 
Karshi, I resolved, if possible, to start early the p a t  
morning, and was rewarded for turning out by gettiq - 
my first sight, on October ~ o t h ,  in the direction of & 
" Great Bear," of the beautiful comet of r 882, with i@ IJ-1 
enormously expanded tail. The natives said it had been 3 

.-4 L i  

visible for the previous 20 days, and that the *ayM 8. 
- i l  was now coming ,to an end." As we drove out of ,, 

miserable villa e 61 Khoja-Moburak we saw a b e a u t 3  \ sunrise over t e barren steppe, and we jogged 
. 

a road destitute. of - anything green, until the postii4i~&~ 
wanted, for some reason, to re-arrange their troika ; t 

* Illustrating Jc; e niah x. 2 : " Learn not the way of the heathen, arm 
be not dismayed at the signs of heaven ; for the heathen are dismayed 
at them." 
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; - ,;'.whereupon Sevier and I mounted our ho 
+ ride. I t  was a magnificent morning. T h e  
;, ''. fresh, but not much laden with sand. The previous 

day had been hot, and my minimum thermometer had 
- -, . - gone down in the night only to 55" ; but at this early 
" 

- '  hour there was just so much of autumnal freshness in 
the air as to make it perfect for horseback travel. 

My little horse had manifested a strong liking to 
get before everyone eIse in the -cavalcade, wherefore 
1 named him Diotrephes, and let him have his way. 
By this time, too, we understood each other pretty 
well, and I had ' got firmly into my seat. Upon 

. giving my horse his head, Sevier came on, and 
Kolutch, not liking to -be outstripped, joined in the 
run. So did several others, and away we scampered 
like a party of huntsmen. Soon we overtook a horse- 

. man, who looked round at our approach with dismay, 
for he had beeh sent on ahead to the next station to 

. prepare for our coming. He trotted on after another 
horseman still further ahead, sent on a similar mission. 
This latter was a stout fellow, well advanced in years, 
who had packed on his horse a number of carpets and 
other things for our accommodation, on the top of .  
which he had mounted. He had supposed, doubtless, 
that we should jog along in the slow fashion that is' 
thought dignified by the Bokhariot o?f~cials; but when 

. he discovered that we were upon his heels, he made 
the most frantic efforts to keep ahead. As seen from 
behind, the broad back and base of this individual, and 
his vigorous application of whip, had a most ludicrous 

' effect, and we fairly roared with laughter. With ' the start he had, he managed to keep ahead for a 
time ; but his whipping was vain, and he was out- 
stripped. 

A diversion of 'another kind now took me aside for 
a moment, for we saw off the track two small eagles 
sitting, which did not pretend to ,rjse on our approach. 

. I was minded to get as near as possible, and was 
Unlv t2alii - Diqittzed by  A-?icyasnit ;;@ 
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allowed to approach easily within- pistol shot, 
a good view of one, but 1 had not my rev01 
me, and so could not have secured a skin, ev 
known how to dress it. We nlet on1 
horsemen during our .five miles' 

- 

distance being acconlplished in 3 
cost, however, of breaking in 
mouthed bottle with prussic 

. Sevier and I, and a few' more, had now 
Kakir, where is a sardzba or 

. erected in the 16th century by 
Besides the cistern at Kakir the 

bygone generation hanging about. After 
- ' at which we had come we were ,hot, and 

to turn into, the cool corridors of what 
' . speaks of as a house for the. Emir in the' ev 

crossing the steppe. Already' we had notice 
platforms of earth by the. wayside, ,on which 
told his tent was spread with;that of su 
ai  were chosen to accomphn 
the passage we came to a spac 
windows, which when properly prepare 
his -Majesty, and, therefore, for ou 
we had outstripped our ' foreyunncrs, our " fu 
was not come, and we thus had t 

- *  seeing what an " unfurnished jJ ., room was li 
East, namely, four bare walls and a mud 

' chief difference between a furnish 
nished room being, under ordinary. 

' * Burnes tells a story 
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p e  was strewn with carpets and the other not.* The 
introduction of chairs and tables I took to be quite 
foreign. Those we saw had, for the most part, been 
qade for us, or for Russian visitors, and it was not a 

-- little ridiculous on one or two occasions to see our 
chairs, stowed away with a man on horseback, going 
before to the next station. As for the tables, they 
generally consisted of boards, put on rickety supports, 
and covered with calico. T h e  moment we finally quitted : . . apartments we had occupied, our carpets, rugs, etc., were 
folded up, and the room speedily "unfurnished." 

r' I - Near the.bui1ding at Kakir was a small bazaar, but 
- . it was not market day, and many of the houses were 
ii empty. I busied myself, therefore, whilst the tarantass 

was coming-up, in looking about for objects of interest, 
' ,  and, among others, examined a native oven. t 

I When at length our carriage came up we had some 
- 1  little to do in starting with fresh horses, for one fell, 
1 .  and had to be taken out, Sevier and I preferred 

' still to ride to the next station,. the wind becoming 
stronger, .and our horses being not too tired for another 

, I .  

i' 
gallop. Yakoob had picked up for us, without my 

.,. directions, -a ragged hanger-on, whom I supposed to 
be going to Bokhara on his own account, but glad 
to do so on one of my.spare horses, as a recompense 

, , - for acting as groom and making hi-mself generally 
, useful. This ieIIow had mounted the savage horse 

L'. given me by the Emir, and we had a short race ; but 
I soon found that the long-legged creature, vicious as 

* This seems to me to throw-light upon, though perhaps not exhaust- 
ing, the meaning of a word in Luke xxii. r a ,  "He shall, show you a 
large upper room furnished" (&IT~(IPI;Yo~ or literally "strewed" 

t It recalled to m y  mind two parsages bf Scripture, being like i 
1, earthenware crock, laid upon its side and built about, except in fropt, 
e: with earth. Into its mouth was put the. parched grass or other fuel 
I (Matt. vi. 30 ; James i. 11). Yakoob explained to me how they bake 
I 

' 

the bread; namely, by making cakes of dough about the size and 
thickness of a captain's biscmt, and then clapping this-on the side of 
the oven, where it sticks till one side is done, the same process being 

, 
repeated with the other side. Hence a half-hearted person, as 

-. " Ephraim, is a cake not turned " (Hosea vii. 8). 

I-. - . d  
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he was, with a rjder who knew how to manage. 
could hold his own, and more, against Diotreph 

After passing Kash-sardaba, and some di 
, before ute reached Karaul Bazaar, wesaw,the 

building standing out against the sky like some 
Russian cathedral, or medresse. This also was bud 
AbduIlah Khan, for his. soldiers, and intended for 
great centraI caravansary of the Karshi steppe. 
was used as a guard-house, whence escorts 
provided for passengers and caravans. Dr. Sch 
in 1873, was provided with a guard in this p l a q  
and we heard that 30 soIdiers are still kept on the .*" 
but we neither asked for, nor received, any additioiq 
to our company. . VTe saw several old firearms hanging ' 
at the entrance, but not promising much help a 
besieged traveller. The principal building consSsts : 
of a square court, surrounded by cloister-Iooking 
corridors with vaulted chambers, surmounted by tar 
domes. From within the court are seen four lqliji 
f a ~ a d e ,  on which there still remain a few colowM; y 
bricks to testify of departed grandeur; but the entire -.:,: 
building is fast going to ruin. . 

Near the caravansary is a cistern with what' is =id 33 
to be good water, and also a deep well of brackish, '19 
disagreeably-tasting water, to which. they were l e t t i e  ;a7 

down skins to fill, and hauling them up by four JII-1, 
walking away, and drawing the rope over a &d 
piece of wood at the mouth of the weII. There we&" 

possible, to get to Bokhara 

also some small houses, in one of which we ma& 
light meal, and then I insisted on 

26 miles. 
But the character of the 

became stony and sandy, and 
disappeared. We were in a 

* Witnessed to here and there by the bleached bones of horses &d %; . camels fallen and left as meat for the fowls of the heaven and for 3 
beasts of the earth (Jer. xvi. 4), to which the eagle flies;-hastening .-* 
eat (Habak. i. 8). ' 

% 
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d, sand everywhere, 'and blowing withal in our 
d to get into the tarantass, 
keep ourselves from being 
teppe continues over some 
the ruins of Sarai-Mama- 

the salt Iake, from whose 
tract almost up to Bokhara. 
Mama- Jugarta to Bokhara 
opes of getting there that 
nted, for it was not till 
ik, where a djiguitt from 
m Bokhara to meet us 

had received the letter 
c ~ m i n g .  only that day 

. at.noon ; and hence the poor reception made for me . 

I . -at the Iast two stations. I had, however, p u ~  this ' 

down to my own perversen'ess in getting ahead of , 

' 1 those sent forward to. prepare for my comfort. At 
Chitarik we were put up for the ni ht, and our host 

v , .  brought forth 'at our evening m a rather pretty .-. 3 
~ 1 ;  ehina plate. I had the curiosity to look at the bottom, , 

- and,'to my am+zernent, saw written in my own tongue 
-*'.Real Ironstone China." 

- -Th temperature fell during the night to 55", and 
at',rjo we were again .on the move. The salt tract 
span -ceased, and the country began to show signs - 
of, life. and cuIt.ivation. . After 5 miles of travel we 
came to the, village of Kagari, where the Bokhariot 

: oasis begins; Although we had not long since break- 
fasted,' we were expected to stop here for tea and 
refreshments, partly also, I fancy, because our nimbk 

. movements rather outran the local arrangements. 
Henceforward, for the remaining five miles, we drove 
through fields and gadens, till we stood before a city 

-- with a wall great and high, having r r gates,. rigorously 
'closed by night, which city, when, I had entered, I 
fdund orie of the mast interesting, and certainIy the 

.: m s t  curious, I have ever seen. 
I ' 22  k.,.;. a 
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CHAPTER XXVZ. 

THE CITY OF BOXHARA. 

The 

OT a little of the interest attaching to tht.&y N we had now approached is connected l t i t h  
Nasr-Ullah, father of the present Emir, whose .%me 
was well known forty years ago in England i n ' w e c -  
tion with those of Lieutenant Burnes, Colonel S t d a r t ,  
Captain Conolly, and Dr. Wolff, as aIso with the names 
of others who proceeded to Bokhara from -Byssia. 
The mutual rivalries of the two nations at  that;-~ime 
gave the affairs of Bokhara a wider interm &&had 
heen previously felt in Europe. The first Wlish  

. officer who entered Bokhara was Lieutenant B ~ n e s .  
He travelled as a private individual, but with dociuqents 
showing that the British Government was ia&d in 
his good treatment. He  was suspected, of c a i r x ,  and 
forbidden to use pen and ink ; but on the .whde, tlaanks 
to _the court officials, he was kindly received, and- , 
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reaching England published, in 1834, an account of 
his travels. 

Russia and England were for some time intriguing 
at the Persian court, whence the British Ambassador 
deemed it prudent, in 1838, to send Colonel Stoddart 
as an envoy to Bokbara to endeavour to stop the 
pillage on the Persian frontier and the capture of 
slaves, to reIease any Russian prisoners he might find 
at Bokhara, and to make a friendly treaty with the 
Emir. On his arrival at the gate of the city he was 
received with distinction ; but when, soon after, he 
refused to conform to local usages and etiquette, rode 

- his horse in the Righistan, which none but the Emir 
then might do, did not dismount when his Majesty 
passed, and finally, when about to be presented to the 
sovereign, he knocked down the master of the ceremo- 
nies, who presumed to feel if he had arms concealed ;- 

I after all this the Emir had him let down to an under- 
ground prison, 20 feet deep, and kept him there for 
two months, with two thieves and a murderer. On 
the second day the executioner descended with an 
order from the Emir instantly to kill the Englishman if 
he did not embrace Islarnism. Stoddart made the pro- 
fession of faith ; but at the end of two months, being 
removed to the house of the Mir-sheb, or head of the 
police, he announced his return to Christianity, and 
.that his avowal of Islarnism was forced from him. He  
was now informed that one Naib- Abdul-Samut, once 
in English pay, but expelled from India for his crimes, 
and now lieutenant to Nasr-Ullah, had been the prin- 
cipal cause of his imprisonment, having represented 
him to the Emir as a spy. During 1839-40, Stoddart 
was alter'nately in prison and in favour, and after his ' 

, lthird irriprisonment was removed to the palace, and 
then to the house of Naib-Abdul-Samut. 

Meanwhile some Russians arrived at Bokhara under 
Buteneff, in company with Khanikoff, Lehmann, and 

- others, charged to compass, among other things, if 
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possible, the release of Stoddart. On their arrival 
Russian mission was treated very coolly by the 6 
but Stoddart was permitted to live with ButeneK . 
Emir even offered Stoddart to return with the Ru 
embassy, but this he declined on the ground that he 
not received orders from his overnment to withdrarr* d One principal reason that ma e the Emir so wave*. 
was the alternation of success, and defeat of the E%+ : 
lish in Afghanistan at that time, Matters were f u d k  I 
complicated in 1840 by the arrival of 
officers, Abbott, Shakespear, and Conolly, 
Conolly was ordered 'to expIore Khokand, 
rently aIso to attempt to checkmate th 
advance thither. He traveIled north of 
on receiving a letter from Stoddart, inviting 
there, he determined, contrary to the adv 
Khivan and Khokandian friends, to go to Nasr- 
camp, and try to persuade him to join with the 
princes in a league against Russia. The Emir 
to  gain possession of Conolly, and at once m 
prisoner in the house of Abdul Samut, where he rrr&~ j 
joined by Stoddart. 

The  Emir now became very hostile 
from whom he thought he had no long 
' fear, and embarrassed by requests from 
Constantinople, Cabul, and Herat, for 
his European prisoners, ' Nasr-UlIah 
put Stoddart and Conolly to death, which 
the 24th June, 1842. 

A vague report of this reached England, 
uncertainty hung over the matter for 
whereupon Captain Grover, a friend of 
determined to go out to Bokhara to clear 
mystery, and had appIied to the Gove 
London for official papers of protection, when 43~ 
Wol ff, a Christian Israelite and English clergyman, 
who as a missionary had visited B o a a r a  in 1331, and, 

' .. 
going on to India, had made the acquaintance ,J 

' -3 



Captain ConolIy, issued a challenge, in July, 1843, to 
the, " brave officers of England," that if one of them . 

would accompany him, or even paycthe expenses, and 
na more, of -his journey to Bokhara, he hoped to be  
able to release the prisoners; whose execution he con- 
sidered exceedingly doubtful. This led to the forma- 
tion of a Stoddart and Conolly Committee, and. in the 
following October Dr. Wolff started. 

He went supported by letters from the Sultan and 
. mhers, and on arriving was well received by the 

'Emir,' and Abdul Samut told him how and why 
Stoddart and Conolly had been put to death. The 
missionary then desired to return- at once, recom- 
mending that an ambassador should be sent with him 
to ask pardon of the English Government, and also 

. . expressing a wish' to redeem some Russian slaves, of 
I whom he heard in Bokhara. Every pretext, however, 

was put forward to delay the stranger's departure, and, 
lodged in the house of Abdul Samut, this.rascal tried 
every means possible to extort. money from Dr. Wolff, 
besides doing his best to compass his d&th as he had ' ,  

done that of the. two officers. -. At Iength, however, 
the brave traveller had permission to depart, and after 
escaping several attempts at issassination, robbery, 

. and poison, he reached London in 1845. . 
1 have a dim recolection, as a child, of hearing Dr. , 

~ o l f f  lecture on his travels-I suppose soon after his 
r e t u r n A n d  a better remembrance as a boy of hearing* 
him preach. How little. I then dreamed that I should 
be the next of the Queen's subjects to enter the city 
of Bokhara ! Yet, on October r rth, 1882, I found 
myself approaching the very gate by which I presume 
Burnes had entered 50 years before. The sight 
of the crenelated walls, 8 miles round, with holes 
through which archers might shoot, guarded by a thin, 

. clay defence, and supported on triangular beams, 
struck me as curious indeed for Anno Domini 1882. 
Everything, however, was in keeping thefewith. I t  
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was not like a street of Old Londp 
- modern exhibition, or an assemblage 

cient costumes whilst surrounded with ~ g t  
furniture. ' There came out to meet us, 
Kush-beggi and his son, to  conduct us 
to our lodging,' an array of dignitaries; of 
martatis , mgiundis, one might have 
the princes which the Emir had : 
of Zadok.the priest, Elihoreph and 
Shisha, scribes ; Jehoshaphat the so 

. recorder. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
. host : and Zadok and Abiatbar, the priests : aad 

the .son of Nathad'over the officers : 
.: of Nathan principal-officer, and the 

Ahiahar over the' household : and 
Abda over the tribute" (I Kings iv. 2-6 ; 

. - 15). One of my'dificulties was to distinguis 
, from " Which " amongm.these ~o t ab i l  - all - 5 0  grand, and ,their Oriental titles o 

me, of =ourse; Fonside$bly " worse than 
What with- our" own djiguitts, however, one m l M  

who had accompanied us all the way from Kit&, 
and the cavaliers who came out to welcome W; ';& 
mustered a '  pretty strong party. W e  had d r i d  
nearly to the city gate ,when it was sugge 
Christians ehough we were, that. we should le 
tarantass, and 'formally enter Bokhara on horse 

* Dr. S~huyler mentions his being preceded at Sh 

the Bokhariot soGreign, like all Moslems, being a 
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0- r'mrning which we were ignorant, and the Russians 
In : A  .haye . sometimes administered a bitter pill to the 
- - -  Bokhariots,. in that when embassies happened to be 

.attended by a Jewish interpreter, the Russians do not, 
: , 'sf course, suffer him to dismount. 

Our cavalcade was marched through the streets, the, 
carriage bringing up the rear, and djiguitts going before 
to clear the way. I supposed the one immediately 
before us to be in authority, for a woman, who was not, 
I think, fufly veiled, happening to meet us, he appeared . 

'- to rebuk.e her ,sharplyj and she, poor creature, went and * . 
:'turned her face to the wall like a ,  scolded child.. hf any - 

. rose to give our party the Muhammadan salutation, .' 

Scsham alez&m, .in which, I presume, we, as Christians, , 

were not intended to participate, for the Moslems do not 
' 

thus salute Christias ; but the Jews frequently bowed to 
1 us, and paid their respects with an uttered A m a  ! * . 
I . At length we reached the largest of the eight houses 

set apartsfor w s t s ,  .and which proved to be, on the 
' whole, the finest house h e  entered in the khanate. 
.'J was disposed to christen it " the house of Haman," t 

lor it had been the residence of a falIen favourite, one 
Barat Bek, who, four years previously, was at the 
head of 5,- troops, and had enriched himself by 
withholding their pay. Besides this he drank, and 

, having had the batchas one night, he went out inflamed 
with strong drink, and insulted not only the people, 
but the Emir also. His master-caused him to be 
bound and thrown into the Kana-Khaneh, the prison, 
1 believe, where the -English officers were confined, 
out of which thk corpse of the man wis  taken 15 days 
afterwards, when it was found he had bitten himself to 
death. 

, , 

On leaving the street to enter this good specimen 
- of a Bokhariot noble's residence, we rode into a horse 

Reminding one of watt. v. 47, 'L If ye salute your brethren only, 
what do ye more than others ? " . , 

t Esther viii. I .  
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I f h t a i n  in the midst:   he side opposite the' entrance 
. was occupied by a raised platform, and four rooms en 

' sd te ,  and a fifth. The centre one was an entrance 
' 

haH, in which, at the entrance, was a place for ceremonial 
bathing, with a chamber overhead ; on the- right was 

. , the room of the B&, and on the left the one intended 

! . for his guests, whilst further to the left was a small 
I sleeping-room. The other sides of the principal court ." .- were occupied by offices, and rooms for the Bek's 
' officers and attendants. Also on one side of the 

- 
' women's court were two rooms with upper stories and 

-. an entrahce hall, opening at either end into the court, 
or into a splendid garden, where near at hand was a 
pool 'with adjacent trees. Somewhat further off was a 
summer-house, surrounded by bowers of vines, groves 
of apricots, and clusters of apple, pear, pomegranate, 

; , plum, apd fig trees, the" whole watered by running 
st+ams from the Zarafshan. The Bek's own chambers, 
in which we dwelt, were very spaciaus, roofed with 
timber. beams, and painted between in red, whilst 
over the numerous doors were trellised, but unglazed, 

, . windows, there being no glass windows, in the city 
. except in the palace.* 

Though this " house of Harnan " is sometimes 
without guests for two or three months at a time, it 
was in a good state of repair, our rooms were nicely 

. . ,  . carpeted, and .our comfort closely studied. An old 
- ,  

. . This building calk to mind the passa e in Jer. xxii. 13-15, "Woe - ' unto him that bvldeth his house by umigf tmsners ,  and his chambers 
by wrong ; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth 
h ~ m  not for his work; that saith, I will build me a w~de house and 
large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it  is cieled nith 
cedar, and painted with vermilion. Shalt thou reign, because thou 
closest thyself in cedar?" The rnannm, too, in which the Bek's apart- 
ments were cut off from those of his wives recalled the expression, 
"The king hath brought me into his chambers" (Cant. i. 4). I was 
even to understand that  the Bokhariats do not spend their- time con- 
tlnuously with their wives, so that a icular wife, when desired, is 
sent for to come to her husband's c R" amber. This is not the case, 
Yakoob told me, among his people, the Tatars of Kazan, who eat 
together, except when the husband has visitors. 
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secretary, one Mirza Muhammad Yusuf, ap 
be told off to watch over us-in more 
suspect than o n ~ n d  besides him th 
sundry messengers to keep up communicat 
the citadel. As we had arrived in the m 
expressed a desire to see the Kush-be 
day, but he begged to be'excused untiI 
and t h n  we might go out to see the c ~ t  
the Kush-beggi was giving us a mild repeti 
treatment we had received from his maste 
-for though we were guests, yet, disguise it 
might, we were also .prisoners. I therefore 
virtue of necessity, set  myseIf to explore eve 
and corner of the premises, and then procee 
a careful examination of our excellent specim 
an Oriental garden. :,.. . - i  

The first thing that struck me was the enor 
size of the apricot-trees, standing like avenues d % 
English l;ear-trees, from 30 to 40 feet high, 
in circumference the first I measured was 3 ft. ,  rw hGi, 
and the next 5 ft. 3 in., the latter being ab&+.a 
years old. 

The vines in the Bek's arden were in some a allowed to trail, and in ot ers were trained to f- 
colonnades, under which one might walk. In B o w  
are cultivated r 3 different kinds, and of these we t a d  
several. A small, round, greenish variety, a 
Kkhmish, was thought much of, but there 
larger kinds, the berries of which measured .fr 
inch to an inch and a half in length. The 
cultivation, however, was to me more c 
their flavour. Towards the close of s 
bunches are enclosed in bags, and cut 
to be suspended from the ceilings, and so 
through the winter as food, but not pressed 
Of the manufacture of this I neither heard'nor 
anything in ~okhara, unless it were to some insie 
nificant extent among the, Jews. 
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- Having looked thoroughly at our well-stocked 
" garden, we found that its far end almost touched the 

city wall. I'was minded to climb up and look over, 
:but was stopped by barriers and the swampy nature '' qf the ground. We had, therefore, to make ourselves -, ' happy in confinement, and wish for the morrow. 

\' '. t '  7 

Early on Thursday, the day after our arrival, the 
~ u s h - b e g i i  sent messengers to inquire abqut my health, 
and to say that a considerable amount of business had 

. arrived from the Emit; and, in consequence, that he 
C. 

c: would'not be able to receive us till Saturday morning, 
. but . we might go to see the town. We therefore 

sallied forth on horseback, conducted by the court 
attendants and our own djiguitts. 

- I wanted much to mount some lofty building to get 
. a view of Bokhara as a whole, and so, perhaps, by 
\ comparison, form an  idea of its population ; for as we 

! . a were conducted throughsthe narrow irregulq streek, 
each successive or,e very like the last, it .was hard to 

, trace any' plan in the laying out of the city, or to form 
any. estimate of the number of its inhabitants. On 
approaching the Manam' Kadkn, or great minaret, I 
said that I wished to ascend it. This at once flurried 
my conductors, and at first they tried to put me off by 
saying " To-morrow." When 1 objected, they next 
said that the Emir had taken the key with him to 
Kitab. Upon this not satisfying me, they urged as an 
objection that if I went up I should see the women. 
Not thinking this very dreadful, I still urged my wish 

I to ascend, telling them that if they knew how many 
of the fair sex there were in England tvho did not 
object to be looked at, they would not think I should - come for such a purpose all the way to Bokhara. But 
they said it was contrary to their law. They would, 
however, send to the Kush-beggi. This having beefi 
done, the messenger came back to say that the Viceroy 
would send to the Emir for permission, and that if his 
answer should be favourable they wouId have to tell 
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a I I  the women to hide themselves 
they had done on the Iast occasion when 
was taken, up to be thrown ' down 

Accordingly we pas$ed on to the :Russiarr Sd 
' warehouse, and other parts of the town, to pee 

few private letters. of introduction. Since crow 
Bokhariot frontier we had not 'seen or, heard #of.+ 

Kamensky and of the Commercial Russian c-& 
with the wife of one of them, in' Bokhara. It-& 
almost like calling upon a fellow-countryman: 8L 

in.allL30khara. unveiled, and moving rationdlud 

. - .  : Lalled afterwards .at the office of thk  Russian Cs; 

I-, and reached Bokhara some weeks before me; 
> Russian agents had not, seemingly, a very en 
i:' dost: for thev are surrounded with Muhammad-a 

Ed improved. This improvement wai  no doubt tt-;w 

='they must patiently beat. it, as .the natives kmq 5 -. accordingly tried the same with these Russians, .Q 
c3 not with a like result ; for 'the agents, without M 

b for theinterference of the authorities, took t& -x. their own hands, and administered a thrashiw 
'LC made the Muhammadans more cveful ; but, to* 
;?*-Ghat arrant cowards the Bokharibtq were, one 
a : ~ g e n t s  said that on a certain occasion, when riding, 

1 

. . 



ecame restive, whereupon a knot of ten natives 
ned the animal and made it run away. Upon this 

Russian returned to thrash them, and they set upon 
, as he said, to kill him. My informant happened 
to have his revolver, which he usually carried, but, 

;*in from .his pocket a telescopic aluminium pencil, 
' k. sdemnly drew and pointed it at them, whereupon 
.,hey- supposing it to be some new infernal machine, 
' ran away in a huhy ! 
I- We next went to see some of the medresses, or 

d leges : first to that called Kokol-tash, for 146 
students, and built, tHey told me, about 300  years ago. 
&.asked what it would cost to erect such a building in 
bkhara now, and they thought &1,250. 
' On returning to our lodging we were entertained in 
the course of the evening with some native songs and 

, music, as well as dancing-boys. One of the instruments 
I ~ s e m b l e d  a guitar, 46 inches long, with a sounding- 
bard g inches by 4, and might be played with a bow 

- or with the thumb. Another instrument resembled 
,the flageolet, and had something of the hautboy sound, 
 me between, that and a bagpipe. 
' &,.Y&oob had' endeavoured to raise my anticipations 
' hg- telling me that some of the batchas would be 

w d  as dancing-girls. Two of them did assume 
f d e  ,costume, wearing a handkerchief round the 
head and falling down the back. They wore wristlets 

* with thkling ornaments, and carried small cymbals, 
. wherewith to accompany the tambourines, took short, 

mincing'stqs, and shook their hands and heads with 
rapid marions, now holding up and extending their - 
outef garmeat, and so somewhat immodestly dancing, 

; and then kneeling and making motibns- towards us 
,,with their hands. Our choristers favoured us with 
- som6 prayers 6r =red songs in Tajik, one old man 

screaming up dreadfully high, after which, by way of 
$pak, I asked'them whether; as they had done their 
best to entertain us, they would like to hear a soni  

L 
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from me. Upon their replying in the .affirmative, I 
-wondered how best to hit their musical taste ; whether 
with something sacred or secular, grave or gay ; for the . 

words would in any case be lost upon them. I decided 
in favour of a rapid movement rather than a slow one, 
and, without remembering exactly all the words, I sang 
them " Twickenham Ferry," at the end of each verse 
of which comes, the refrain : 

" 0 hoi-ye-ho, ho-ye-ho, ho-ye-ho, ho ! " 
I also sang them another song, and had e 

, a most attentive audience, but was not a liule. 
,afterwards to hear that they had detectedthe re 

- of " 0 hoi-ye-ho, ho-ye-ho, ho ! " and thought t 
be a prayer ! 1 wound up the proceedings by 
a piece of magnesian wire, which caused them 
astonishment, as jt had done at Kitab, and 
we retired to bed. 

My slumbers, 
for first we 

< .  

. , 
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sumrnkily with anyohe found in the streets,# 
so that, one of the Russians who had paid us an 
visit, and who left quite early, did not like to 

p j  
'!& home without one of the Emir's attendants to accom- 

1 , 

$ny him. Then, again, early next morning we were I 

I .  disturbed by bugle calls for the practising of the 
' - .mldiers. Accordingly, when the messengers came 

;~f ter  breakfast from the Kush-beggi to inquire after 
: our health, and to ask if I had slept well, I repIied 
- that -we had been somewhat disturbed by dogs and . - 
, watchmen, but that on the morrow we should like to 

see the soldiers practise. Things were better after- 
wards as regards watchmen and animals, though as \ 

: fop: my seeing the soldiers practise, they put us off by 
saying that the permission of the Emir must be asked, : y d  pretended that they would exercise no more during 

: , our stay. Upon this I twitted the courtiers by telling 
I them that they were ashamed to Iet us see their soldiers, 

; and that I had heard how badly they were armed. 
- - They repIied that it used to be so, and that formerly 
i they were a sorry lot, c '  but now," they adroitly added, 

" we have seen and learned from the Russians, as the 
i Russians did from the French and English." 

I was curious to be present, if possible, at' the 
peaching of a Muhammadan sermon at a chief function 
on . Friday, which is the Moslem Sabbath. Upon 

' mquiry, I was given to understand that the Jumrna, 
&r Friday service, wouId be held at noon. in the great 

:' mosque, which, in theory, ought to be large enough 
to hoId a11 the Mussulmans in a city. On the morning, 
therefore, of the day in question, I asked to be taken, 

- and we sallied forth. I also wished to visit, I said, 
I the synagogue and the Jews' quarter. 

By this time I was fully alive to the fact that I was 
. not to be allowed to see too much, and I learned that, 

* Thereby illustrating '& The watchmen that went about the ci found 

e y  my vail frog me'' (Cant, v. 7 ; iii. 3). 
tY i .me, they m o t e  me, they wounded me; the keepers of the r a  la took 
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f h m  my continual taking of notes, I was suspected of 
' being a spy.* Accordingly our conductors seemed not 

. - 
to be too we11 pleased at the idea of my seeing the 
-Jkmma service, and were leading us off first to the 
Jews' quarter, which would have brought us to the 
mosque when the service was over. I detected this, 

. and insisted. on going at once to the other building, 
and, in due time, we rode up to the great mosque 
Baliand, Buland, or Kelan. T h e  front of it was orna- 
mented with glazed bricks, some of which were faIIen 
away, so that the colouring looked worn OK Near 
at hand wai the tall minaret, said to be 2 0 0  feet high, 
ornamented with coloured bricks inla,id in elegant 
designs. It was the same that I had expressed a 
wish to ascend. I now looked round the base pretty 
thoro hly to see, if possible, where the- entkince was 

, m d e T u t  I failed, and my conductors were unwilling 
to further my wishes, and, moreover, began to scheme 
for keeping me  from the service, by proposing that I 
should go to an upper story of the Miri-arab rnedresse, 
which faced the great mosque, and from thence look 
down upon the Jumma. I counter-rnan~uvred this 
proposal by saying that I would ascend to the upper 
p u t s  of the rnedresse and see if that would do ; for I 
thought, if they would not let me ascend the minaret, 
I might- perhaps get an extended view of the town 
from the college, and so checkmate them. I went up 
accordingly, but found that the view was nothing for 
my purpose, since it overlooked merely the roof of the 
palace a d  fortress, and I therefore came down at once, 

. saying that would not do, and, without further parley, 
entered the big mosque just before the service com- 
menced. My conductors seemed anxious to put me 
out of sight, I suppose because 1 was an  infidel," 
and they would evidently* have liked that, after peeping 

, in, I should withdraw. But I was not minded so to 
A very old suspicion attachinq, to strang-ers in the East; said 

Joseph to his visitors, "Ye are spies (Gen. xlii. g). 



--. 
do. Yakoob appeared to take sides a 
urged that the people would look at us, 
the benefit of their prayers. . I simply rep 
tell them not to look ! ' I .  This miId alterca 
going on near a corner at the back of the w 
when suddenly the mullah's voice sou,nded. 
an end to all discussion, and the Emir's. 
Yakoob among them, went off to take their $a& 

Sevier and I were now left 
remained faithful to us, calIing 
a hypocrite, because he had put 
turban, and was manifesting 
to curry favour with the local authorities, 
other times and places he di 
stated hours of prayer. 
that holding the office of a 
the Russians had not stre 
danism, and, without ou'r a 
up a garment for me to sit 
our places. against the wall, and quietly 
proceedings. 
- This Jumma mosque is one of' the 
structures in Bokhara, and as 
exceedingly glad that I had declined to b 
for the service was wholly 
congregational worship I 
to my mind what, in so 
the ancient temple servic 
of the great mosque at 
unroofed, entireIy open 
capable of accommoda 
shippers. . I t  is surrou 
calls " a wide, vaulted cloiste 
sometimes three aides in width," but which 1 
down as a succession of colorznades. They, 
to my mind the Hebrew Bethesda at - j ~  
"having five porches" or stoas.* , In front 

* John v. 2. 



' and at the end opposit= the entrance, was thepishtak, 
- . .' or tall fapde, faced with coloured bricks, and sur- 
: mounted by a dome over the two arches forming 
I - the sanctuary we had seen in other mosques, where 

, the mulIih prays ; whilst in front of these arches, and 
stahding a little outside, was a low structure which I 
supposed to be intended for a pulpit or reading place ' 

The service began on a long sustained note, uttered 
by a mullah from the sanctuary, upon which the men 
arranged themselves in ranks with strictest precision ; 

. all lulelt, then rose and stood praying and bowing in 
silence. Some of the worshippers kneIt in clusters of 
two and three, but always in a line. Looking under 
one of the covered stoas I saw a man whom I was ' 

uncharitable enough to fix upon, in imagination, as the 
Pharisee, " who went up to the temple to pray." He 

1 was clad in a crimson velvet robe, with the purest of 
' white turbans, and had taken "a  chief room in the 

- synagogue," whilst a poor fellow with bare feet, whom 
I thought to be the publican, came in later, took a 

- hindmost place, where, having no costly prayer-cIoth 
on which to perform his devotions, he took off his 
upper coat, Iaid it on the ground, and so prayed 
.'"standing afar off." As for the behaviour of the con- 
gregation, I can only speak of it as most reverential. 
One or two did now and then look round at the infidel 
strangers in the corner, showing that Yakoob's fear 
was not altogether groundless; but their eyes were 
quickly withdrawn, and the service, as  a whole, 
was, outwardly, far more decorous than that of an 
average Christian assemblfi whether Anglican, Roman, 
or Greek. 

Although at the extreme end and out of doors, 

* It was not "a high day" when we were there, and I estimated 
the number of worshippers as not exceeding 500, but one had on1 to 
imagine L e  people pouring into the city b thousands on a festivar to 

. be reminded of the place "whither the tri%es go up, the tribes of the 
Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord " (Psalm cxrii. 4). 
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as I have intimated, we could hear quite 
mullah's words fmm the sanctuary, and 
the service some sentences were uttered b 
muIlah from under one of the stoas on the ri 
halfway down. Again all the worshippers s 
bowed down, and next prostrated themselv 

roundrafter which I was told the " Jumha" wa 
gomething else was to Blow, which I did n 
oyt to be of the nature o f '  preaching, bur a: 
staying behind for private prayer. The great 
the congregation began now to mdve, and wi 
faces towards the exit, of course they had a 
of the " infidels." The Emir's men were rea 

' 
say in haste, to take me off, but I had 

, thing that I was anxious to inspect. It  
resembled a font, and, remembering that 
Christianity had once been known in 
wondered whether this object could have 
from those rnedizval times. Accordingly, 
to, and looked arouhd, over, and undei it, if 
there might be on it some Christian ernbIem 
but  whilst so doing I was quickly surroun 
crowd looking, I fancied, not too well pleased 
if ever I felt nervous in Bokhara, it was at that 
for I thought they might misinterpret what I 
and set upon me, as, without provocation, a ma 

, a ~ d  attempted to kill Dr. SchuyIer while exam1 
shrine of a saint. I did not linger, therefore,. 
inspection : but, seeing nothing that led me to 
the basin to be of Christian origin, J joined - 

ductors, who took me. o h  of a side door, - 
F z u l  to brin dur horses there, and hurried- ! seemingly gla to get us'away. 

There were some few other Muhammadan 
buiIdings we entered in Bokhara. One I ha 
down as the Jumma mosque of Abdul Aziz Kh 
to have been built about 200 years, and to hold 2,- 
people. There is also a medresse, named after that s a d  
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the ~ o s ~ u e '  of Hamet Imlah, r 3, 

old, w e  saw the tomb of the great saint Imlah, where 
.on were two spear-heads, and above, a pole with a 
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horse-mi1 suspended. Lastly, at the Hazret 
Khu-daidat was a covered cistern, where sick 1 

drink the water for recovery. Pious turbaned 
went down to taste, but,' having so done, 
grimace, and &id the water stank. We s 
parativel~ few monumental inscriptions, but 
well, over the door, it was written in Persian 
building stood 71 yems, l ~ a s  then destro 
rebuilt 28 years aga 

We went afterwards to  the Hindu Sarai, sa!&&t 
a similar to the one we had seen in Khokan6 h 

Bokhara the Hindus lie under the same disabiues as. 
rhe Jews. They paint a red circle about two inches in 
diameter on their forehead-whether by compulsibn or 1 

for lory and beauty I know not-and they w w  the . 
k blac calico cap and girdle of string. Their k p 1 e  

in Bokhara - iarpeted, and we bund t h e i n  a 
looking-glassd with a musical-box, a lectern, $nd a . 
cupboard wirh b d s ;  but I doubted whether'fiey 
had the k d a n  of religious worship that e r  co- 
religionists enjoyed in Khokand. r 

Since my guides had baffled me in mo 
minaret, whence 1 might form an idea of 
the  city, I determined to go round its walls, ' 
fore, asked ta be taken to one of tkegates, ke 
counsel till I got outside the portal of the Sale 
Then I tokl my condmtors what I wished to do 
upon they began to qise objections ; but by 
I. was disprsed to b e  my own way. So I 
horse his h a d .  I h t r e p h e s  had not had a g 
day, and, afim creeping through the m w d e d  
was quite prel#*ed for a run. Sevier, Kok 

. Fazul fokwe& and we soon put space bet 
and the malcontents,. among whom Yakoo 
behind to curry favour, as we supposed, 
Emir's granhes.  This galloping off was very und+ 
nificd, according to Bokhariot ideas, but we enjo* 
immensely the race and the pleasure of being 



, We passed the Kuale or Karshi gate by which we had 
arrived, then the Mazar gate that leads to the famous 
shrine of Boghu-eddin, on to the Samarkand and Imam 
gates, the Urlan or Uglan, and TaIipaj. By this time 

, .  the run had given a wet jacket to horses and men, 
T h e  temperature had been rather fresh in the morning, 
and Kolutch had put on his best fur-lined khalat. 
This he now opened; and held up to show me how wet 
he was, and how his horse's sweat had d h a g e d  his 
garment. 1 t became a question, therefore, how long 
we were to continue, for in about half-an-hour we had 
compassed 7 out of the I I gates of the city, a distance 
of about 5 miles, and to continue our flight beyond the 

, Talipaj gate appeared to require our making a &foar. 
I decided, therefore, to re-enter the city, and to finish 
the circuit, if possible, on the morrow. W e  had met 

, scarcely anyone in gaIIoping round the walls, save one 
or two persons winding silk, and these looked not a 
little astonished at our headlong career, .Kolutch, 
before the invasion of the Russians, had lived in 
Bokhara, and so was able to pilot us back to the 
embassy, where we had a wash, and caImIy awaited 
the arrival of our custodians. Fortunately, the old 
fellow, into whose special .keeping we appeared to be 
committed, took the thin pIeasantly, and made the 7- best of it. He even comp ~mented us upon our horse- 
manship, but I said that we thought small things of 
anything we could do, being accustomed only to caper 
about in a riding-school, and one of us not that, but 
that we had heard the Bokhariots were splendid riders, 
to which he replied that anyhow we h d d  in our horses 

- remarkabIy well ; and so the matter for the present 
ended, the old man telling us that he had followed us, 
inquiring at one gate after another whether we had 
entered. This was not the last unwilling F~~~~ we gave the old gentleman, but we had immense y enjoyed 
our first, though not without some little fear of rebuke 
for our insubordination. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 
THE YEWS OF B O X .  R A  . 

My plans concerning the, Jews.-Inquiry ab 
m Moscow and South Russia.-Russia 
and Eastern Jews.--Oppressed conpit 
Visits to their agogue, and their 
manuscripts.-Xts concerning their 
manuscript of the Old Testament.-Fea 
-My letter to the Emir on their behalf. 

HAD looked forward with I I might see and learn in 
dition of the Jews, and, in crossi 
on some of the rabbis, telling 
journey, and my willingness to be of use, if 
to their countrymen, though 
that I could do much. "Ah!  
old Israelite, " they are much 
and stand 'in need -of help." I 
some of these visits, to ask concernihg the then 
persecutions of the Jews in Russia. I had been 
at the Mansion House meeting in the early 
1882, convoked on behalf of the persecuted, 
been favoured, as I have said, with a letter from 
Lord Mayor as Chairman of the Jewish Relief 
This letter I showed, so that they might see 1 
everf way friendly to them and their cause ; y 
must confess that the accounts from the rabbis' n~&t&, 
relative to the sufferings of their people seemed mu .: . . - 
less than the newspapers had fed us to believe. +. L i  

: 1 

I 

. .c 
I<' 
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-and showed a desire to mitigate, as far as possible, 
:;. , "the carrying out of the minister's edict. After this, 

' thinr were less severe. At the same time it could 
I, not e denied that the Jews, in certain parts of Russia, 
!. suffered under many disabilities. I asked one Jew to 
I tell me succinctly what these disabilities, or some of 
I - 1  them, were. To this he replied, " A Jew may not 

trade in the intei-ior unless a merchant of the first 1; L', - guild, or after being a merchant five years. in the 
-provinces. Jewish artisans may dwell in the interior 

j f -  with strangers! passports only, and not as citizens; 
the police, rngreover, allowing them to practise only 
their own trades. Again, suppose that a man has 

.I '. n h d e  a fortune, he may not buy a house and live in . 

1'- ' the ,interior. His wife might live there, and be a ' dressmaker, but if he remains unerhployed, he must 
L-t go away." By "the interior " is meant Petersburg, ::.' Moscow, and certain other localities where, the laws 

not having been rigorously carried out, many from 
t, the provinces had settled unrebuked, and the turning 
! out of some two or three thousand of these people 
I :  at the previous Easter had cost the Jewish com- 

11- munity from &soo to &6w to send them to their 
-former homes in the provinces. This, however, did 
not exhaust the list of grcsvamim. " If a Jew," my 

I infomant continued, " has passed the university, he 
may, in theory, enter the service of the State, but not 
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For instance, 
issued by the ha 
.y physicians the 
than 5 mr cent 

only just befa 
:inister of ?Var 
Jewish elemem 
, Alw, on the 

a' Tew could not &'a broker. a d  the right 441 d 
make them, is fa1 

t i  Jewish merchants of the first guild. Agah,l 
interior, Ignatieff had lately ordered that a j* 
mt 
The 

apothecary, or I 

authority had 
manager for an 
forbidden the 

west, for the ti.= 6eing at all events, to' 
to'hire land. Even in Mmcow it appeared a 
laxelites had not a piece of land of their own & 
to build a synagogue or a sfhool, though this is d 
t~ Lutherans, and  also to Muhammadans. O e  
by Russian law, if in a high school there ie-a4 
number of Jewish children, a rabbi should be d 
to teach them ; but this was forbidden in apb 

town at least that 1 heard of, arid the ta!d 
allowed, to have them even at his own house. 
the Jews have no rights as a community." 

I have set down these things as they  can^ 
from Jewish'lips, without haviGg had the opj 
af hearing of what exolanation they mav be 
or what &ay be said 'to the contrary. 'AS 
travelling, one gentleman was heard to say 
English are greatly shocked about the tre 
the Jews in Russia ; but it would not be 
understood how the Jew money-lenders 
peasants when they get them into their ha 
was only an echo of what a Polish nab 
when I asked him, in Warsaw, why they 
Jews, and he replied, "Because by naoneyrk 
they get all power in their hands, and dig 
debtors." To which I simply replied, " T*:, 
go to them ? T h e  remedy is in your own bands, 3 1 .  

borrow ! " At the same time, it must be re=- 
that the Tewish element in Russia is corngaraivd 
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and persons most likely to know the truth, and ' 'they said things in Odessa had quieted down, and that 
;t . thw was no more persecutiqn there; further, that at 
- .. 6he outset the people were, not against the Jews, but 

that the authorities had made them hostile, and that 
di l s t ' in  Balta, Okna, Smeela, and New Prague, there 
ked been much ill-treatment of women, it was not so 

d . .  Odessa, where only one murder had been known. . 
- e d ,  however, of one authority, the vigorous Prince 
a 6 n d u k d  Korsakoff, going into the streets himself in 
a riot, and punishing one persecutor with his own fists. 

- English opinion in Odessa went to say that a$ the very 
; &st the newspaper accounts made things out worse 
! than they were, but that the rectification of the error 
' sent the pendulum too far in the opposite direction, 
' and then the English people would not believe enough. 

I thought perhaps I. might see a little into the stated 
! i f  affairs by going to the Russiin frontier, where the 
. refugees were gathered, and the committee of relief 

was sitting. At Odes= they said I should find at - 
Brody a few hundred, or, perhaps, a thousand families. 
I ,  therefore, went out of my way, though sorely pressed, 

Univ Calif - Digitized by Microscit P 



364 . THROUGH CENTRAE ASIA. .- 1.8 
and spent a dgy in going there, but 
purpose, I found indeed a committee si 
end of its labours, and a few men, wo 
children being brought into the room to be 
off; most of them. fairly well dressed, 
young men with young wives, and 
persons to emigrate; but if I am 
confess t o  the suspicion, that, whet 
had anything to do with it or not, such 
might be very glad to get away from, 
military conscription. I presented the Lord 
fetter, and was asked to sit down; but the 
being over in about an hour, I was left to 

Thus much for the Western Jews, who 
the Russians as their oppressors ; whereas, 
to Samarkand, the Eastern Jews regarded 
as their deliverers, and the Israelites 
longed for the Tsar to gain possession 
subjects. I took an early opportunity o 
private interview in Bokhara with Jews 
had letters, but they appeared to be 
being heard or seen talking to me. 
said, it was death to speak to a Russian, 
they might do so on matters of busines 
that, despised as they were, they did not 
to accept my invitation to visit us at the 
Vambery speaks of the Jews coming to 
Kazim and Merv 1 5 0  years since, but 
spot told me 600 or 700 years ago, and that 
came from Persia, but some from Tunis, and 

More than one prophecy respecting the Jews seems fufilled in 
condition in Bokhara, for they are trul '.a proverb and a b T ; r 3 - 3  
among, the people (Deut. m i i i .  J ; i n  i 7). Thy rtil . '. 
alone (as once in the ghettos oflluropc), d 6  not reckoned amow M y  ! 
nations " 'urn. xxK. g), and these verses are still startlingly tq : -. 

Amon t ese natioqs shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sols B 
thy foot fave rest ; but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling h+ ?- 
and failing of eyes and sorrow of m~nd: and thy life shall hang h - 
doubt before thee : and thou shalt fear da and n~ght, and shalt 3av+ 
none assurance of thy life" (Ikut. xxviii. 66). , 
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' t  latter, one named Maiman. This man, or a relative, - .. . , ~ r a s  here in the time of Dr. Wolffs visit. I heard of 
;., .him as far off as Petersbu , where he was known to 

the English Consul t h r o u z  having becornea British 
subject, and a mercantile gentleman has told me 
that when Maiman came to London he astonished 

. the English merchants by his skilful kn~wledge of 
cochineal. Maiman's son, or grandson, was said to 
speak French, if not English, and I was told at Moscow 
to inquire- for him, but I found that he had been 
killed in the Russian service. Some of the Bokhara 
Jews had travelled to Europe, and one spoke a few 
words of French, but not enough to converse. I 
showed my letters, and asked the Jews if there was 
anything that I could do for them,-an offer they were 
disposed at first to embrace. They thought I might 

, ask the Emir to release any Jewish prisoners he now 
has, and this request-seemed to be made with reference 
to a former chief rabbi, who I 5 years before had been 
arrested, his goods confiscated, himself forced to turn 
Muhammadan, and then left to serve in the palace, 
where he is kept a prisoner still, and not allowed to 

- go out of the fortress. But upon further thoughts, 
they considered that to ask for his release might lead 
to his being put to death, and that my request was 
more likely to bring evil than good upon them for 
their mentioning the matter to me, so that they depre- 
cated my attempting anything on their behalf. 

On the Friday, as I have said, I expressed a wish 
to see the synagogue, reputed to be 500 years old.' We 
passed through a narrow entrance, and came into a 
room, perhaps 50 feet square, which had no pretence 
to architectural beauty. There was a reading desk 

' 

of marble, and on this they began to show me their 
manuscripts and books. I had read in Dr. Wolffs 
memoir that the Jews of Bokhara had a manuscript 
of the prophet Daniel, wherein, in Chapter viii. 14, the 
wdrds " Unto two thousand and three hundred days," 



ti& reads 2,068), b$ 1 could nor find this n& 

read " 2,400 " days (which agrees wirh 
copy of the Septuagint, whilst the Arms 

in the synagogue. They showed me, h0wev.w 
number of old dorah, or copies of the law, 
together pell-mell on a platform or loft 1 

between the floor and the ceiling, which I s 
this cad represente their gesizak* 
satisfy me short. of t ein dlowed to mount -t B form, and see and hand e the manuscripts, %a 

might convince myself that, as the rabbi assem 
were not ancient. A ladder was brought, & 
and up I went, accompanied by one of the Jw 
spoke a few words of French, which when my-* 
dims discovered, they were on tenterhooks, h& 

remained, however, whilst I looked at one - 
which did, indeed, appear to be what I 
toId-namely; disused Torahs-though in s 
apparently nDt much soiled. I found it wis 
for oersons to leave at their death a s u f f i c i ~ ~ ~  

Gf Te~acv in Bokhara, for I should estima& here's 

otherwise m t  inviting to a further search. * !.a 
There was, moreover, another obstacll to n!ty 

tigation just then, inasmuch as the Jews had u 

should. speak and they requested 
would spe* all I had to say through my in 
They also made it apparent to the Jew that 
not like .his being on the platform with 

mon'ey to, purchase a new manuscript for rKe ie 

eopue. and I infemd that this must be a popular. 

haveobien zo or 30 on the loft, covered wirh 

and h e n  I presented to the rabby my ~ e w i s h  W L 

* It is in such a dace the Tews vu€ their coaies of the law 

in on the very tiptoe of expectation as to 
foreigners could mean by visiting. their sv 

soiled or ritually &fit for u;e, if Lnly, for initanoe, a-single 
rubbed out by wear. So literall &I they interpret the pasra 
shall not add ilnto the word wKich I command you,-neither 
diminish ought horn it " (Deut. iv.'a). 



. written in " the holy language." the$ swarmed round, 
leaving us scarcely breathing-room. Some of the 

. b y s  with their coal-black eyes were extremely hand- 
- . m e ,  but of all the crowds I have ever been in, I 

can.rernember none Iike those of the Asiatic Jews at 
Khokand, Samarkand, and Bokhara. They were not 
disrespectful or rude, .and- they made way when I 

3 wished to move; but the curiosity depicted on their 
countenances was most striking. We were, I suppose, 

;1 , the first- Englishmen they had seen, 'and that might 
r- ,-have gone for sdmething ; but I fancy it raised their 

wdnderment more that two guests of the Emir, 
living in the best embassy in the town, should bring 

t . them a letter in their own tongue, come down to their 
' s p a  ogue, and instead of despising them, as did the 
;: . haug a ty Muhammadans, be willing to enter their houses 
' -  .. and attend their sick-fpr we had promised so to do. 

Hence the people had come not in ones and twos, but 
- .  in crowds, and as we left the syliagogue not only did 
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they fill -the passage, but some had clambered up to 
the tops of the walls and the roofs of the houses. 

As for our Muslim custodians, all this exdtement 
greatly perturbed them, and it seemed to " grie 
, exceedingly that there was come a man to ~4 "$re 

welfare qf the children of Israel."* Moreover,-.*hen 
they discovered t h q  the Jews were asking us &heir 
houses, they made efforts to prevent us, by w . '  sort 
o t  arguments I do not know, for I cut ma ux!rw$oo, 
by addressing our do*i~ws in a few words of itrund 
Saxon, telling him to hold his tongue, and speaing in 
tones that conveyed to him my intention of going, 
whether he liked it 'or not. Then, turning to &.man 
who wished our help, I motioned to him to kglli the 
way whilst Sevier and I followed, leaving our gudeans  
to do as they p1eased.l The crowds again presseufter  
us-with too much freedom I suppose KoIutch 
for these despised Jews,-for, .being quick of 
and they not heeding his words to  keep back, m 
assumed the policeman, and began to lay ab 
with his riding-whip to keep them at a respec 
tance. The poor Jews sukmitted with a disa 
look, as if such treatment were oniy too corn 

Meanwhile we had arrived, and the man 
daughter was sick, the multi~ude crowding, but 
entered only Yakoob and a few more, and the 
and mother of the girl. The women were not 
and, Englishman like, I offered my hand to th 
who took it, though I have been since' told 
contrary to rabbin~cal teachin for a woman 

&. . hands with a man. Then, loo lng at the girl, 
her suffering from ophthaImia. Sevier pres 
promised medicine, and then we were entreat 
to another patient, at some little distance. We 
to find an old rabbi with a paralyzed limb ; and. 
Sevier stooped ' to examine it, the patriarch 
affected to tears, and, placing his hands on Sev 

Neh. ii. 10. 



he gave him his blessing Sevier would have 
mmended galvanism for 'his legs and back, but as 
was not to be had in Bokhara, he wrote a pre- 

d r ~ p t i o n  to. be made up at Samarkand. I do .not 
' b o w  whether by -his time the Emir's men thought 
h y  had gone too far, but they must have seen that I 

7:;. .was annoyed, and they.accordingly proceeded apolo 
: ptically to explain thi t  with the crowds pressing round 

&ey were apprehensive for my safety, and hence their 
11;'. &s~re that I should not venture into the houses. Fruit 

;as now offered us inithe rabbi's hous 

I 

I 

A. . .! 

' I had thought it possible, before leaving England, r .  that 1 rnighf find a Hebrew manuscript or two wonh 
1 . bringing home, and not trusting to my slender acquaint- 
!>" ance with Hebrew I went to the British Museum and k: consulted on the subject Dr. Ginsburg, who told me 
r .. '  what kind of manuscripts would be worth buying, and 

the contrary, also by what signs I might judge approxi- 1.- . . mately as to their antiquity or otherwise. I had also 
spoken upon the same subject, and received one or two 
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hints from Dr. Albert Varkavy, of the I m p i d  Library 
at Petersburg. Accordingly, I left Petersburg duly 
primed, and, strange to say., met my first manuscript 
at Moscow, recently arrived from Bakhara by the 
-hands of a Jew, v h o  was said to have a c q u i d i t  at 
a cost of f ; ~ o o .  This, they informed me, wmhbout  
£300 more than a Hebrew manuscript, wkh :pints, 
of the whole Bible would cost: I began to apply my 
tests, and fancied that I had made my little w n i n g  
go a long way, for pointing out to the learned-rabbi 
who showed it me,. that 3 and n were differently 
formed, likewise 1 and *, and that consequently the 
manuscript c o a i m  be wry m i m t ,  the old b-orm 
said to his f e W i  in German, which he thought I 
should not &&and, "That 's a knowing f&w ! "  

The r n a n m i p t  struck me as nf singular mwauty, 
by reason of marvellous illumination and & fine- 
ness of the Massoretic writing. " When I wched 
Bokhara I toM the Jews I had seen the manuscript, 
which to them was news. They ~ k m w  the book. It 
had been sold 'by a woman-they thought fop. &f;xoe-- 
but they did not know whether it had been taken to 
Constantinople or to Russia. When I arriveit .in 
England I chanced to meet Dr. Ginsburg, at .&e 
British Museum, and was informing him of &e , 

treasure 1 had met, when I was told that if I pould 
come downstairs I could perhaps see it again. -1 did 
so, and there it was ! The owner had brought-it a11 
the way from Bokhara to London, and now it. enriches 
our national colIection-a manuscript that has mrned 
out to be of great importance to textual cri.ti&m as 
well as to the art of Jewish iIlumination. 
The peculiarity of the illuminations c 

their exhibiting a mixture not only of . 
Flemish art, but of German and Itdian, 
with decorations of an Orientid charact 
especially Persian* At the end, within ric 

% The manuscript consists of  three volumes large quarto, t 

1 
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ated double borders, and in letters of gold, the 

;;,, ' !Hence, when I saw the manuscript at Moscow, I 
.' was right in my supposition that it was of late date, 

but Dr. Ginsburg says that even a cursory examination 
shows that it is a careful copy of an ancient and model 

I: and that it in turn was designed for a model. 
' ' . Thus I lighted upon what Dr. Ginsburg says, so far 

;ssl. he knows, is " the most richIy illuminated Hebrew , 

manuscript of the Old Testament in the world "'; and 
tbough I did not know its full value until I reached 

I* F~gland,  I was careful to ask . in Bokhara whether C; - .  
f, ?; . .. 
= . - staining the Pentateuch, wherein not only is the first word of each of 
1 the five books written in letters of gold, in a beautifully illuminated 
j !  border, occupying the space of .six lines; but every one of the 53 
' pericopes, into which the Pentateuch is divided, is indicated by a rich 
-1 illumination in the margin containing the word (pericope) in letters 

of gold. The second volume contains " the Prophets " in the following 5:. order : oshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Hosea, joel,  Amos, Ob&diah, Jonah, Micah. Nahum, Habakkuk, ' Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. The first page of each 

I; of these prophets has a highly illuminated border, and the first word of 
6.  each book.is not on1 written in letters of old, but is in a square on a 

beautiful ground~od: of delicate penrnansfiP. Two leaves separate the 'f* earlier horn the later prophets, and  ou t b s e  are written in the border, in 
' ' letters of 1d;the celebrated Massorah registering the number of verses 

in the ~egx Bible; and in ordinary ink the alphabetical list of Rapax 
, ,$. legonma, or words occurring only once with and once without the 
- letter 1 at the beginning. In volume iii., of 186 folios, the books are in 

the following unusual order ; Chronicles, Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Dariel, 
+ 

Rnth. Canticles, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther; E z ~  and Nehe- 
miah. After the sacred text ate g folios, 7 of which are filled with 

'- . 'Massketic and rabbinical tore. 

,I. 
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there were any more like it. They replied " +%.*j 
confess, however, to leaving the city with a regrqa' 
I did not make another effort, and search to the 'M . I  

the Torah  on the synagogue loft. As .a matter:*::, 
fact we saw none of the principal Jews after ouc .viafi ' 
on Friday. The Emir's men evidently did not 'wish - 

us to go intb the houses of the people, and tfie J*$ : 
were afraid as to what mi ht be done if they re&. . 

us. Two Jews came to t % e embassy on the fol1owjiiG 
day, one with bad' eyes, and the other inviting us a, - his house, but also telling Yakoob characteristicai$~ 
that he had European "clothes to sell." We - h a  

, neither time nor opportunity to avail ourselves of.. this .. 
offer, but on the Sunday a knot of half-a-dozea jews - -  
and two Jewesses came to the embassy for tread - 
ment. Of the latter, one had slight goitre, the 6 
ophthaImia j and, of the men, one had . a  weak hand, 
and another dry and chapped fingers. . -  > 

J 

After this we met no more Jews in Central A& . 
I a m  anticipating a little, but by way of finishing -with . 
this subject, I may add it occurred to me after Iav i  , 

Bokhara, when writing my last letter of thanks m % i 
Emir, that it might possibly. do good, to' express,. 
guardedly to my royal Mussulman host my good wis- -. 
for Israel, and I did so in the following words :- 5 .  , 

PETRO-ALEXANDKOVSK, 
October 17-agth, ;8& 

" To His Majesty the Emir of Bokham :) ..:, ,. 1 ,  . 
" SIR, . . ,i: f ;  

" According to my promise, I hasten to inform Y&-:: 
Majesty of my safe arrival here, and once more red 
express my thanks for all the kindness I have r e m i d  .- 
in passing through Bokhara. I will not weary y&r ' 

Majesty by mentioning the many things that kavk 
pleased and interested me, but if I may be allowed boo': 
mention one thing that has pained me in my travels ih 
Central Asia, it is the condition of the Jews. 

" I was told in Sarnarkand that the Jews in Bokhara t 
. = 
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placed under  restriction^, and on visiting,them was 
,;+ry to.find them so cramped for room, and possessing 

. ' only one synagogue, May I not venture to hope that !.- yo.ur Majesty will be pleased to 'allow them to build 
other synagogues if they wish? 

I " Your Majesty will doubtless remember that the 
:I Jews are God's ancient people, to whom He gave His 
: first written revelation, and Jesus Christ, our great 

Christian Prophet, was also a Jew. It would therefore 
'. be a thing, I am sure, pleasing to the God your 

-Majesty worships, that His people in your midst 
should have similar privileges to your other subjects. 

"We, in England, and other nations in Europe, 
used once to pIace many and severe restrictions upon 
the Jews, but we are now ashamed of this, and in 
England we give them full rights with ourselves. I 
sincerely hope your Majesty will be pleased, on con- 
sideration,' to do the s h e ,  for I ask this out of love 
for the peopIe, amongst whom I have . friends in 
England. 

" Let me once more thank your. Majesty for, the 
spIendid hospita\ity I have received in Bokhara-such 
as I have received in no other country in the world- 
and aIlow me to remain, 

" Your Majesty's obedient Servant, 
" HENRY LANSDELL," 

What fruit this letter bore I have not heard, but 
thus finished my intercourse with a scattered remnant 
of that wonderfuI race, amongst whom I had seen 
much of interest, by whom I had been kindly received, 
and on whose behAIf I would willingly have done 
more! 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

BOKHARA TH% NUBZE. 

Bokhara as a place of learning.-Visit to a prima school.-A ride 
outside the d l ~ . ~ M o s q u e  of ~mari-gah-%it to the Kuah- 

.-The Emir's palace and curiosities.-Conversatim with the ""f- 
Kus beggi and his son.-Some of my requests refusdr-Value of 
presents received-Visit to the bazaar.-Commerce and trade of 
Bokhara-The Righistan.-Bokhara after dark.--Standing up for 
my rights.-Ride towards Katte-Kurgan.-The lepers' quarter.- 
Fear of punishment.-Return to our lodgings. 

NOTICED, in my Uzbeg interpreter, that, when I he was speakin to the Emir or other native f notables, he was care ul to add to the word Bokhara, 
L L  AI-sherif," or " the noble " ; " Bokhara the noble," 
spoken in a religious sense, being the official name 
among the Muhammadans for this seat of so-called 
learning and piety. Accordingly we were all agog to 
see the University of ColIeges and Schools, whither 
Muslim students are said to come from 'distant 
countries, even Siberia, as to a mediaeval Oxford; 
and as we were taking a morning ride during the 
saturday of our stay at Bokhara, I inquired the 
meaning of a sing-song noise that proceeded from 
a house we were passing, and learned that it was a 
school. We dismounted immediately, and, entering, 
found therein from 25 to 3 0  scholars; of ages from 
6 to 13. It was a good example of one of the 
maktad or lower schools, just as in the medresses we' 
had seen specimens of the upper schools, of CentraI 



- .  
I . Asia Both are usuaIIy attached to the mosques, and 

, maintained on the .wuR~f or foundation; but if the 
'* schools are not so maintained, they are kept up partly 
, at the expense of t-he people generally, and of the 

parents of the scholars. T h e  reachers 'of the lower 
schools are usually chosen from among the inhabitants 

' of the district in.which the school is situated, and who 
8 are taxed at the rate of from 6d to 1s. per house for 

the teachers' support. The building we entered was 
small and simple enough-a single room roofed with 
a dome, having several doors instead of windows, and 
niches around for shoes, clothes, etc. On the floor, 
and parallel to the walls, were raised benches, about 
14 inches apart, consisting of beams of wood 10 inches 
high. T h e  pupils sometimes sit on these, or, as we 
saw them, on the ground, their books restin on the 

, beams Tables or desks there are none. ~ f e  pupils 
I sit with their faces towards the centre of the room, in 

the direction of the teacher, who is in the middle of , 
them, and thus, like Saul of Tarsus, they are " brpught 
up at his feet."' The floor is usually covered with 
plaited reed mats or simple straw. I asked how much 

. the scholars paid, and found that their fees were p,atly 
' 

tendered in kind, and by way of presents ; but M. Kiihn, 
who has wtitten upon the subject somewhat fully, 
mentions as an ordinary school fee on beginning from 
3d to xr. per month, with a present of cakes and 
raisins. 

In these. lower schools the most unsophisticated 
simplicity reigns. There is no division into classes, 
but by the side of one scholar sing-songing the alphabet 
is another learning the verses of Khoja Hafiz, or not 
less loudly reading the Koran. In  the school we ' 

entered they all read ,together, swinging their bodies 
backwards and forwards, though one boy was permitted 
to read alone for us to hear. I asked about. school 
hours and holidays, and found that the boys are present 

* Acts xxii. 1. 
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from six in the morning till five at night, w q  
interval of two hours at noon. They go on, m m  
all the year round, except Fridays and a week -1 
of the three Muhammadan festivals. On Thursdayi 
d u ~ i l  usuallv -brings his teacher a s~eciallv 
Lace, and oh thatOday also the stud& dose at 
the teacher, before dismissing his pupils, exam' 
their nails, and banging their heads with a 
they are not found clean. But Thursday is also 

' 

'3 
day for paying off disciplinary scores. Thus, if ahs 
has played truant, some of his fellows are 
search, and, on bringing him back, the culkit  is 
on the floor, his feet lifted in a noose, and 
bastinadoed, the right of giving the first blow b 
ing to his captors, as a reward for finding 
Thursday, too, the teacher usually shows them 
attitudes of devotion, and concludes by reciting a1 
prayer. Education among the Mussu~manrwomen i _, 
at a very low ebb, There are, nevertheless, in m o i &  
towns one or two bibi-kadfas, whose duty it is to te; 
girls, for the most part those of the rich. ln..&m$ 
school we entered at Bokhara 1 had a little con-~ 
tion with the teacher, and thought to surprise him 

I 

saying that in some of our English schools we have ast, 
many as a thousand children ; to which he replied withn 
the greatest calmness, as if to give me a Roland -fa& 
my Oliver, that they had many schools, but only a m  
25 scholars in each. His was only one of m., ,-= 
instances wherein the self-complacency and ignoraaoe 
of the Asiatics struck me forcibly, for they seemed wt- 
to have the least idea that they were behind otlyb 

1 
~eoa le .  or needed anv imarovement. *-a 

Remounting our horses we went outside the towq,', 
by the Saleh-Kaneh gate as before, but turning n w . j  
to the right, my intention being to ride round h e  1 
remainder of the walls ; but we stopped awhile oppo- , 
site the. Namazgah gate, at the mosque Npazi-gah,  i 
said to be 350 years old, and where prayers are read : 
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" dominus " clambering up to the top after me. 

ear like towers, though not higher 
The buttresses are called B q ;  

mber. The wall is 7 miles 980 
24 feet high, aid- ro feet thick at the 

There were no houses near the mosque, on whose 
summit we were standing, so I took occasion to twit 
Mirza Yusuf about his fear that we should overlook 
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The Kush-beggi had appointed noon as 
for receiving us, but it was not till some tim 
sent, with apologies for delay, to say that h 
We therefore paraded through the streets 
retinue and certain of the local dignitaries, 
to the R-ighistan, or public place; On one s 
is the citadel, or palace .of the Emir, bu 
mound, 35 or feet high, and about a 
with an area of 24 acres. On this area, sur 

and their retinue. At the entrance are 
towers, and, looking up, I noticed the clock 
Giovanni Orlandi, who fell .Into' the  hands 
Ullah, and when condemned to death b 
not turn M ussulman, was' pardoned 
make the despot a mach 

' were also a few cannon 
near, we were saluted 

. presenting arms. Thin 
the last of my count 
Righistai a,nd since the first was 
only on foot. For my own p 
matte; a thought, and dismounted 0 
the inclined way that leads to the 

The Kush-beggi (or 
adviser and confidential 
person in Bokhara after the Emir. 
commerce of the city, and its deali 



' pmntries. He sits at certain times on a raised platfoni~ 
3. . uhder the archway at the entrance of the citadel to - transact business with those who enter." Besides this 

' he is his Majesty's viceroy. The Kush-beggi is the 
m - 

1 I ,  chief representative of authority when the Emir is 
absent, DJring this time, irt keeping with the Bokhariot 
idea that the greatest man in a city must always remain 
at home, the Kush-beggi is said never to leave the 
town. He was not sitting in the gate at the time we 
entered, but above, as he usually does, I believe, when 

I the Emir is away, and 'theri another officer takes the 
I ' place of judgment below. 

We ioticed this portal arrangement in many towns, 
but at the fortress my attention was attracted therefrom 
by some curiosities hanging on the walls, Among them 
was a huge whip, 7 feet long, with a handle of about 4 
feet, the thin end of the lash bein three inches, the 
thick end 5 inches, and the mid f le about 8 inches 
in. circumference, I wondered what it could be for, 
and was told that it belonged to a former monarch, ' 

who, perhaps, used it as a fighting weapon. When 
some of the courtiers were telling me next day how 

* * Just as " Daniel sat in the gate of the king" (ii. 49), so it was 
"beside the way of the gate" that Absalom said to those who cam: 
hr judgment, " There is no man deputed of the king to hear thee 
(a Sam. xv. a ,  3). Again, with David in a critical t~me,  '<The king 
stood by the gate side," and confidence was restored when " the king 
a m  and sat in the gate " (a Sam. xviii. 4, and xix, Sj, Moreover, 
since trialk are conducted there, '' to turn aside the poor in the gate " 
meant '*to give unjust judgment" (Amos v. 12). " The gate " also 
served in the East as a place for public buying and selling. Abraham 
thus urchased Macpelah (Gen. xxiii. lo). Srmilarly Boaz went to the 
gate %I witnesses to his w i n g  the kalirr, on takin Ruth to wife. 
And, in Samria,  after n siege. corn was sold there 72 Kings vii. I). 
The gate was a place of debate for the public good, " Hamor and 
Shechem communed there with the men of their cit ," etc. (Gen. 
xxxiv. 20) .  A '' fool openeth not his mouth in the gate " (Prrov. adv .  7) ; 
but the gate was a place for prominent persons, and for Mordecai to 
refuse there to reverence Haman was particularly insulting to the court 
fayourite (Esther iii. 2, v. 9). Job lamented the bright days when "he 
went out to the gate through the cit;" (Job xxix. 7). Lot nOas sitting 
in the fate of Sodom. when two angels came at men (Gen. xi.. I).  
Lastly, or Abraham's seed to overcome the nobles and councils of a 
dation was to possess the gate of his enemies (Gen. xxii. 17). 
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prisoners were flogged, I asked if 
used for the purpose, whereon 
that it was made by a lunatic, and 
Abdullah Khan. This is a less 
that given by Maieff, who calls it 
Rustum, and adds that formerly there were sevm* 
such whips, but the "most religious" Emir 
UIIah distributed six as relics of the past among$!* 
dervishes and other holy men of Bokhara 2 
courtiers added that a snake-like staff, hangings 
the whip, belonged to a saint, and, when dip@! 
water, possessed curative properties, Another thin&{ 
noticed in the passage at the entrance to the p w  
was a narrow shelf on either side, which served & - 
sleeping place for the guard and attendants.' & 
length, after passing through some passages, we c m , -  
to the house of the Vizier. l l . l .  

The Kushi-beggi, a man of 60 or 65, and his* 
came out to greet us, and we were conducted in&& 
grand man's chamber, that, for a wonder, had m. 

f1 ass 'windows, and contained a French clock 4'4 
new, as I have said, that I was under s u r v e i b .  

and that my deeds, if not my words, were rep-, 
to the Emir ;  for while some of the attendants were 
on one occasion waiting for me outside a house, two 
of them were reading over their notes, not notic* 
there was a man near who undergtood them, and w h o .  i 
heard them read the record of my ill-deeds in gallcqj$ 
away from them round the walls, notwithstanding .tht . 
1 was told to go slowly. Remembering, .the+ - 

that my note-taking had brought me under suspicloi- . 
I began by telling the Kwh-beggi of my travels ; 
I was an  author, and, therefore, I took n&es of 

Illustrating so naturally a Sam. xi. 8.9. Uriah de arted out d 
kinds house, and there went out leer  him a mess 6Prnent - 
king, But Uriah slept at the door of the king's hause with all 
servants of his lord, and went not down to his house.A At Ura-Tiuk 
I obsewed that a Russian soldier, who was alee ing in the o en ai~,  
had placed his bedstead close to the front door 0Pth.e cornman& 

. - ..'qy..;;& - *..:,': ,- 
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*I  . saw. 4 d  He might per3aps have heard of this," I 
&id. Also, I wrote books. 1 had written about 
Siberia, and the Emperor of Russia had accepted a 
copy, as also Count Tolstoy, and had been much 
pleased. Then I showed him an official letter to this 
effect from the Russian Embassy in London, together 
with my letters from General Chernaieff and the 
Lord Mayor. I added, moreover, that I should 
perhaps write a book concerning Bokhara; and that 
I might see their customs, I requested to be allowed to 
be present at a circkmcision, a marriage, and a funeral. 

To this he replied that inquiry should be made if 
there were such things going on, and he would let 
us know. 

I then- asked to be allowed to see the Emir's library, 
but the old fox replied that his Majesty had taken 
the key. But I said that the Emir had given me 
permission, and it was strange there should be any 
difficulty about the key. He then proposed to send 
a messenger for it to the Emir, but.1 disappointedly 
replied that was of no use, to which he said IVery 
well ! " I inquired about the antiquities promised 
by his master, but he said the Emir had not written 
to ask them to find any, although, if 1 desired it, he 
would send to the bazaar and have them brought to 
me. 1 thought it was of no use to accept this offer, 
and asked that a mullah should be sent to me who 
could decipher inscriptions on coins. The  Kush-beggi 
said the man should be sent, but he did not come. 1 
next requested to see the two prisons, called the 
Kana-Khaneh and the Zindan. I could not, he said, 
without the Emir's permission, nor could I be allowed 
to ascend the great minaret. 

Upon this 1 changed my tactics, and said I must 
tell General Chernaieff that when his visitors came 
to Bokhara they were not allowed to see. the things 
they wished, to which the old man said that theJ* 
could not do things contrary to their law. " But 
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surely," I said, " it is not against your law 
to see a prison! " H e  replied that in this 
Emir must be asked ; whereupon, finding 
more successfuI than before, I told him t 
came to London he would be allowed to 
prisons, and ascend our highest buiIding as 
he pleased. For this he thanked me, and 
reIieved by the remark. 

I then invited him to ask me any ques 
pleased. He at first declined, until I drew 
by telling him that our Queen was the greatest 
in the world. ' I  Is she rich ?"  he asked. I 
for her private purse she has 6,000,000 te 
and that some of our nobIes also have as 
the previous day I had told the Kush-beggi's 

- sengers that so great was our Empire that the sun 
set thereon ; upon which they pleaded that " selpi4). 
must set. for a few hours ? "  Then, discovering-" 

a they did not understand the earth's rotundity, a1 
one- of them had traveIIed to Petersburg, I 

. melon, and roughly explained it ; but I fanci 

me now to repeat my astronomical and -geog 

a 
thought I was "cramming" them It occur s 
lectures to the Kush-beggi, and I again spoke of dair 
Queen as ruling over an Empire on which the aq; 
never sets. Was hid ExceIlency aware, I asked, 

. . the sun did not move round the earth, 
earth round the sun ? That, he replied, was 
opinion ; and I then went on to explain m 
by stating that the sup was always shining u 
part of our dominions. Further; since they 
me, as a s i p  I took it of their greatness and 
ance, that they had eight guest-houses, and -v 
many guests in the course of the year at ~okhi&i 
I told him that we had .ro,ooo visitors a year c-. 
to London, Did he think, I asked, that his son WD&- 

come ? and, in case of such ari event happening,. I & - 
. . him my card, hoping to see him. 



$' I During the conversation the festal board had been 
L:wr . . read for us with fruit and viands. I had observed 
? T a t  up to the. present we had nowhere seen in the 
.* khanate any diaper or damask linen, but our napkitss 

had been made by cutting from corner to corner a square 
oif common brown callco, thus makin a triangular e serviette of original design, the table-clot being usually 
cd white calico. When, therefore, at the Kush-beggi's, 

. I saw on the table a damask napkin, I said to Sevier, 
Ah ! here is linen at last ! " when, upon examining it, ' 

I found it was my own napkin, which, with our knives 
and forks, they had brought up from the embassy, the 
Kush-beggi, I presume, having no such furniture to 
his table. I do not remember that the Kush-beggi or 
his son partook of the food with us, but they sat at 
the table. I inquired whether arrangements had been 

, made to get us to Charjui in two days, and was 
I answered in the affirmative. I then rose to-go, but 

was pressed to stay longer, whereupon we renewed 
our conversation, and by way of starting a topic I 
asked if he remembered two Englishmen named 
Stoddart and Conolly being put to death at Bokhara, 
about 40 .years ago? H e  replied that he was then 
Bek of Samarkand, and he did not remember Dr. WolK 
d n g  to inquire into the matter. H e  appeared not to 
like the a subject, whereupon I proceeded to administer 

.another potion, that I thought would not be sweet, by 
asking if he remembered the visit of Dr. Schuyler. 
He said "Yes," and I reminded him that Schuyler pur- 
chased a slave, whereupon both father an'd son nodded 
their heads as certainly remembering t&L, and I added 
that I was very gIad that they had no slavexy now. 
M. Stremoukhoff's assertion that sIaves are still 

' bought in the khanate has led me to wish that I had 
' 

made some inquiries upon the subject, but I heard of 
nothing of the kind anywhere in the khanate. I had 
asked, on the day after ,our arrival, to see the interior 
of the palace, which was then refused; and now, on 
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leaving the room, I expressed a wish to see,* 
the building; but again the old fellow s 
Majesty's apartments were locked up, and the 
portion of the palace was occupied by h e  wo 
parting he shook my- hand warmly twice, and.. 
me for my visit, but I -had.summed him u 
old fox, who had utterly disgusted ,me by hi 
straight-forwardness. The Kush-beggi, ho 

, Bokhara has reat influence with an Emir, F in the case o the present one, who is 
very easily led by the opinions of others. 
presenti for both .the Kush-beggi and his so 
other things of a Persian Bible, Arabic New T 
a watch ,and chain, india-rubber cushions, a .c 
articles for toiIet use, etc., in return for which 
me a piece of silk and four black curly Kara-Kul, 
skins. 

My presents received had by this time so increased 
that I was obli ed to think what to do with them. 
I had crossed t f e frontier with two horses, amd now 
was the possessor of s i x  ! 1 was given to understand 
that I need not be at all nice about selling my-presents 
even under the noses of those who gave them;+gay, 
that in a11 probability the Emir himself would hy'the 
horses again, to present to his next guest. Yakoob 
and Kolutch valued my four royal steeds to be worth, 
in all, LIO, but when a horse-dealer was sent .-for, he 
offered onIy E8 for the lot ! This was.rather amusing 
to one accustomed to English. prices, and since I did 
not know what cattle I might need in crossing the 
desert, I determined to take two of my presene down 
the Oxus, and the remaining two I sold for thesum of 
68s. - , 

After returning from the Kush-beggi we to 
the bazaar, where also we had been several times pre- 
viously. Were I to speak of the commerce of Bokhara 
without book, and as it appeared to my limited &ser- 
vation, I should almost be tempted to say that dore 



&->,*- - , 

l l - ~ ~ e r c h a n d i s e  crosses London Bridge in an hour than 
L~ .r enrers Bokhara in a twelvemonth ! M. Petrovsky , 

" + speaks of the bazaar of Bokhara as five times as large ? as that of Taohkend,,and he estimates the transactions 
.- cd the Bokhara market at f,4,ooo,ooo. 

Business is carried on in 24 caravansaries and 6 
tiwzts, besides the ordinary shops. As in other Asiatic 
towns, various kinds of merchandise are sold apart. 
So, again, the various' trades are localized in streets, 
as, e.g., for selling machines for silk-winding, copper- 
smiths, b+kers,* etc. In the' shoemakers' street were 
skins for sale at half-a-crown each. In the armourers' 
street I secured a capital helmet of mad, a powder- 
flask, and a battle-axe ; and, in another street, some ' 

rude china inkstands and cups of local manufacture, 
which have, fortunately, come safely to EngIand, where 

' ,I  presvme tney are unique in origin, if not transcendent 
kn beauty. Another curiosity I obtained is a woman's 
veil (called c h s n m ~ ) ,  made in part of horse-hair, and 

. closely resembling the hair-cloth used in England for 
upholstery, as also a woman's cotton khalat (caIled 
jharawc), similar in form to that of a man. In 

- wearing it, however, the garment, instead of hanging 
from the shoulders, does so from the head, the collar . 
k i n g  made 'to encircle the veiled face ; and instead 
of the worn& putting her ams into the sleeves, these 
are pinned together, and allowed to fa11 down the back. 
As winter was approaching, we were advised to provide 

, ourselves with fur shubas, or robes, for crossing the 
desert. We found a swai set apart for this trade. 

, In form the serai was a quadrangular building, very 
much like a ' medresse, with the interior resembIing 

I 

a college quadragle of two stories. T h e  centre was 
. given up to horses and camels, and bales of merchan- 

dise, the rooms in the lower story were for warehouses, 
and in the upper story were rooms. approached along 

* SO in erusalem, Jeremihh was to be given daily a piece of bread 2 out of the akeric' street (Jer. xxxvii. a t ) .  
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a wide gallery, and in, each of them i i r  
hanging for sde. The shubas were limed- 
furs, sfieciallp that of the ,jackal, and c 

named separatdy, but only 
quarter of the town) are , exceedingly 
narrow, varying in width,, as Khaike  
.40 inches to 2 0  feet. It-did not need 
therefore, to g5ve xhe bazaars a ver). bnsy 
and everywhere crowds artqnded us, a 
strangers, especiaIIy when we stopped ,ml 
chases, so that our horses could makg way' 
slowly. Oae of the livelikt places wk. th 
which we first saw,on.'tIre.day fd 

whicb , on'e rmy see the people 
performing their ceremonial abl 
. After finishikg our 
we called agai'n at the 'Russian sera]: 
till dusk, so that we wended our way ha 



' 'junset, and saw the miserable, deserted appearance 
bf th2 streets by night. There were no street lamps, 
and the few men about were by no means desirable 
company, for I heard* that lately not a night had 

i? ssed without a murder or a robbery, and that the - 

mir had issued permission to the people, when they 
saw a thief on their premises, to shoot him, also that 
several .robbers had been publicly executed. The 

. streets of Bokhara, therefore, were no places for moon- 
light wanderings, and having reached the embassy we 
spent a quiet evening, as we had arranged m visit, on 
the morrow, the shrine of the patron salnt of Bokhara, 
and, if possible, the lepers' quarter, 

Next morning the Kush-beggi sent to felicitate me 
as usual, and, to my great disgust, added that, as we 
were to travel on the morrow, we might rest, and not 

I go O$ that day, which Yakoob interpreted as a small 
' piece of revenge for our galloping round the walls, 

I was somewhat nettled, feeling that we had not come 
. to be prisoners, but guests, and ordered our horses to 
be saddled irnmediwely. I then told the messengers 
that we had made our arrangements, and intended to 
go to Baha-uddin, to which we hoped the Kush-beggi 
would not object. Upon this our custodians became 
pkrturbed, especiaIIy Mirza Yusuf, who, as he saw 

. me about to mount my horse, got in a great fever, and 
said that they had received many Russian embassies, 

- but that none of the others acted thus, but obeyed 
. what they were told I replied, " Ah ! yes, but you 

have never had an EqGish embassy before ! " and 
, then, decIIning to wait, I bade him tell his master 

where we were gone, and if the Kush-beggi had any 
message to send, to bring it after us. T h e  old gentle- 
man mounted his horse somewhat in dudgeon, and went 
off hastily, whilst I and my party, and one or more of 
the Emir's men, sallied forth to the suburbs out of the 

r Sarnarkand gate on the hi h road to Katte-Kur an. f Z , As we rode towards Ba a-uddin we passed t rough 
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would impIy fear, and I had before me the policy of , 
my American predecessor, who would not allow 
himself to be imposed upon, and found that the more 
respect he demanded, the more he received. The 
situation, moreover, gave me a certain sympathy with 
Colonel Stoddart, who was said to have been unyield- 

I ing and blunt ; but when 2 single man is surrounded by 
all the powers of. an Oriental city as he was, and has 
to hold his own against them, it is not easy aIways to 
see what is best to be done. In, my awn much smaller 
.and less important case, I was fulIy aware haw com- 
pletely T was in the hands of this unscrupulous Kush- 
beggi, not indeed to harm me perhaps, but to M a y  
-me, and vex me more than enough by withholding 
help for the way. He had prevented my xeing several. 
things upon which I was intent, and had told me 
numerous f a l s e h t s ,  sp that 1 had not the smallest 

' 

respect forhim, nor had1 reason to.believe he would 
do for me one whit more than he was obliged, or than 
suited his purpose. Since, however, I had bearded his - 
Excellency, and sent a message to his den, I deemed 
it might be better to make a virtue of necessity, and - 

turn back to meet the messengers. We did w, .and 
thus came to the embassy without seeing them; v d  
when, later in the day, our old custodian appeared, 'he 

. said he had trotted round all the city gates, and else- 
where in pursuit,--a distance, he declared, of I o mfles,-- 
when, failing to hear of us, he had given it up as,a bad 
job, and so returned to the embassy. The old ft$l~w 
was warm, but happily very good-tempered over lit ; 
and when I inquired by a side wind what the Kush- 
beggi said to our conduct, it transpired that he was not 
annoyed, the reason of his order being that they had 
not taken the proper steps to provide us, on our arrival 
at the shrine, with refreshments, not to do which to 
their guests would be a breach of etiquette the Emir 
might not like if he heard of it. This dispelled my 
fears. and we spent the rest of the day at the embassy.! 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

S U N D r P f .  CONCERNING B OKRARA. 

Both guest and prisoner.-Use made of custodians.-Bokhara mine& 
arden produce, and animals.-The natives and their diseases. 

treatment of fhe insane.-he rkhh, m guinea-worn.-Natixve 
method of treatment.-The Bokhara risons.-Inquiry as to where 
Stoddart and Cooolly were confined.-%hner of Bfe of the Emir.- ' His harem.-Our generous reception at Bokhara and its cause.- 
E**a presents to the Emir. 

ROM the hour that I crossed the Bokhara F frontier and met the Emir's messengers, I was 
constantly accompanied by officials-not that they did 
not leave us alohe in our rooms, but when going about.' 
we were always attended.* In travelling, there w 
generally one, often more. of position who went i 
us a long distance, if not all the way, whilst othe 
were relleved at successive stations. Besides ou 
fixed attendants in Bokhara, some of the highe 
functionaries came each morning to exchange greet- 
ings from the Kush-beggi, and I took advantage of 
these visits to draw them out by asking questions 
pre-arranged ; and thus, by putting the courtiers and 
other natives' through the same examination, I was 
able to compare their various answers with infortnation 
received from men of European education, both Muslin1 
and'christian. 

* The custom of Eastern dignitaries being usually thus attended may 
perhaps account for Ahimelech's fear dn meeting David and saying, 
" m y  art thou alone, andno man with thee ? " (I Sam. xri. I.) ,, 



I asked about their minerals, but I imagine that 
Lehmann's book, which includes the Zarafshan valley, 
gives far more information than the natives . k m -  
selves know. One man told me he had read in lthe 
Tiirkistan Gazeti6 that gold in sinall quantities was  
obtainable on the banks of the Amu-daria, but that 
the results were so inconsiderable that the search for 
it was confined to Turkomans and Uzbegs. I obtained 
in the shops at Bokhara some good specimens of pink 
salt, one of which I have given to the British Museum. 
The Bokhariots have coal, but they do not work& 

Concerning the products of their gardens, one ban 
at Shahr-i-sabz told me comprehensively that €'hey 
had *<all kinds of fruits except lemons, oranges, and 
dates." * They grow good peas, but do not eat then1 
green. They use willow bark for tanning, and their 
chief cures are effecred with medicinal plants. 

As for the animal kingdom, my informants~told me 
they had in the mountainous portion of the khanate 
tigers, bears, wolves, deer, and wiId boars. To these 
I may add a very remarkable and peculiarly l l q a l l  
breed of goats, covered with a very long and cqarse 
hair, reaching almost to the ground. M. Oshanin 
saw them in Karategin, and also herds of Yaks. 
They are in use all across Mongolia, and I have-I& 
photograph, lent me by Mr. Delmar Morgan, af p 
so-called " Tibetan cow " (which I suppose is a 
breed), introduced by the Russians into Turkigari. 
The yaks pasture in the coldest parts of Tibet and 
the eastern portion of Bokhara upon short herbage, 
peculiar to mountain tops and bleak plains. I t  remains, 
therefore, to be seen whether the animal will thrive 
in the lowlands. During our stay in Bokhara we 
drank excellent milk, and Yakoob, finding out my 
weakness for cream, not only kept us  consxqtly 
supplied with it for our tea, but made the remain& 
into butter. 

I n  our wanderings in the khanate thus far, we had 

4 
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&t with Tajiks, Persians, Jews, Hindus, Arabs, and 
The last were comparatively new to us, for 

they comprise only 6 per cent. of the 
, : .  -8.rrtire popuIation. I n  Bokhara they form the ruling 
I '. 

race. The Khan of Khiva and the Emir of Bokhara 
are both descended from the M ~ H  section of the Uzbegs. 
The Uzbegs have, however, lost their political and 

- .  'tribal importance, Most of them have mixed with the 
Tajik, Kirghese, and other races, and have settled 

I . .down and become! known as Sarcs. Hence, in the 

A TIBXTAY mW AND NATlVS K E C m  

bazaar; the crowd did not appear of quite so motley a 
character as in some other towns we had visited, and 
in speaking of the natives we usually heard the one 
general word Sad used as comprehending the whole. 

We gave out that any who were sick might come to 
be treated. The diseases from which the Bokhariots 
most frequently suffer are fevers, ophthalmia, leprosy, 
smkll-pox and the rishta. They practise vaccination, 
but it is not compulsory, and' they have a " pest-house," 
or rather a village, where those who wish may be inocu- 
lated. A boy came one morning, his head being covered 
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with a thick eczema, to whom Sevier simpl 
and wash ! and ttien come again." I was 



SUNDRJES CONCERNING BOKNARA . 
PI  - 

395 

* is also met with in Tndia, Arabia, and Africa, whence 
' with the negroes it w+ taken to America. This 

-: disease is caused by a worm, which develops under 

I 
:the skin in' May and August, in the form of a 
cylindrical body, lengthening at the rate of about an 
inch in a week, and Iying extended, or curled in a lump 
two inches in'diameter. Later on, an  abscess appears 
where the head (as is said) of the parasite lies, and 





pd:vsurnpt ion  cold. and thirst allayed aker a meal by 
I:, ,'"&!ons or fruit. 
;. a'. *As they would not allow me to visit the prisons 
,, iri Bokhara, 1 took care to make what inquiries I could 
'  m bout them ; and happened to hit upon a man who, 

when crossing the Steppe, made a vow that'if God 
would bring him safely to the end of his journey, he 
would spend 7 tengas in bread for the prisoners in the 
Zindan, i.r:, dungeon, or town prison of Bokhara. He 
was too wise to give the money to the keeper, but, 
having brought the bread, asked leave to distribute it, 
whereupon he threw it down to the detained. H e  said 
their prison was like the baths we visited at Karshi- 
that is, a chamber entered and lighted from above. I 
asked him how many prisoners there were; and he 
replied, " From 300 to 400"; but I found this was a 

- (mere guess on his part, though he said he had heard 
ifhe same from the Bokhariots, and that some of 
them had been confined there for I 2 years. Each man 
received, he said, only a cake of bread in the marning, 
and another at night, whilst 2 prisoners, he said, were 
let out daily to beg, and, of what they received, 
half went to the jailer and half among all the 
pisoners. 

My  informant added that, if a man be accused of theft 
by two witnesses, the accused is beaten on one side 75 
times with a stick as thick as the wfist, then 75 times 
on the other side, and lastly 75 times on his stomach, 
unless he confesses, in which case he is beheaded at 
once, or perhaps kept for a year and then let-off. But 
if he dots not confess he is sent to prison to heal, and 
then beaten again ; and so on four or five times. I f  
then he is nbt-killed, he is allowed to go. Murder is 
punished by hanging or beheading. This informant 
corroborated the throwing of certain criminals from the 
top of the minaret, saying that, about 7 years before, 
there was a gang of rbbbers between Bokha- and 
Katte-Kurgan who we* caught, and most of their 
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1 throats cut, and their bodies thrown in a heap at the 
frontier, but that the chief was hurled from the tower.* , 

Thus primed with information, true or false, I took 
occasion one' morning, when the Kush-beggi's messen- 
gers came, to ask how many prisoners there were in 
the Khama-Klzuneh and Zindan prisons; to which they 
replied, "Very few" ; for that they did not keep them 
long, not even for 5 months, but speedily gave them 
150 stripes, or beheaded, or released them. I asked 
if it were true that in the Kha9~a-Khafleh ticks were 
kept alive to - annoy and prey upon the prisoners. 
They somewhat indignantly denied it, saying that 
they had three sorts of ~r isons ,  the A&-Khmh, Ben- 
Khaneh, and Khwm-Khaweh, representing better class, 
intermediate, and dark prisons. They aIso denied that 
prisoners were sent out into the town'to beg; but this 
last denial was certainly a falsehood. for when we 
turned back from the lepers' village I asked one of 
the natives to take us back to the embassy in such a 
way $hat we might pass the Zindan prison. I saw 
that I had asked a hard thing, and at first he said it 
was more than he dared to do ; but ultimately he was 
better than his word, and, looking up 2 passage as 
we rode along, I saw outside a lofty building two 
prisoners chained together by the neck, and who, on 
my appmach, cried most piteously for alms, which 
I gave them, as also did Yakwb, whose heart was 
evidently touched. The building before me, I 'make 
no doubt, is the one that Khanikoff calls the " Zindan," 
saying that it has two compartments, t he  upper and 
lower dungeons, the former consisting of courts with 
cells, and the latter of a deep pit, at least 20 # k t  deep, 
into which the culprits and their food are let down by 
* ~ h n g  from a hei ht muld'ap ear to have long bein a recog- i! nired mode of putting to %mth n the .st, and to remam r 4  still. The 

men of Nazareth thus led our Lord to the brow of the hill whereon 
their city was built, that they might cast Him down headlong (Luke iv. 
291, and in the very year of my travels this was one of the m@es of 
being put to death said to have been offered by the Arabs to M e s s o r  , Palmer and Captain Gill. 
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This Iatter I suppose to have been the one 
CoIoneI Stoddart was first placed. A s  for 

I- was told afterwards. I stood 
i:'. h d r  the door when examining the great whip at the  

.entrance to the citadel, but I did not know it at the . . - rime. I t  was from hence, I imagine, that Stoddart 
and Conollp were taken to execution, or from the 
A&-Khauek, said by Khanikoff to be also in the 
palace, but of which I heard nothing. 

'Of course we heard during our stay in the khanate 
something of the Emir's manner of life and family affairs. 
,I asked the messengers one morning how his Majesty 
lived, and they confirmed what I had previously read, 
that he keeps a very simpIe tablt-if indeed he can be 
said to keep a table at all as, ,I suppose, he sits on the 
ground to eat. Also I gathered ttiat he spent but 

. , little, his onIy pleasures being dancing-boys and his 
I wives. I ascertained that his feasting is confined to two 
occasions in the year, when he invites his officers ; and 
I heard something, too, of wholesale feasts, facsimiles, 

' I should imagine, of those given by David when "he  
dealt to every me of Israel, both men and women, to 
every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and 
a flagon of wiee " (or grape cake ?) ( I  Chron. xvi. 3), the 

,last, however, being replaced by the Emir with sweet- 
;meats.* I n  the palace, certain men who stand in 
Muzaffar's presence, such as the travelled Khoja we 
met at Kitab, eat with him, but not at the same table.+ 

. " Wha-t does the Emir eat ? " I asked. They repIied, 
" Much the same as the fare provided for you, unless, . perhaps, he might have the very best rice, and his 

, soup a little richer." He has three meals a day, 
namely, at sunrise, milk, tea, and perhaps meat and 
meal ; his dinner about noon, the time of the mid- 

* f hearq, too, of the Zak-i, or principal tax-gatherer, inviting 
the Mussdman merchants once a year at the time of the fast. 

t As did Jehoiachiri, King of Judah, before Evil-Merodach, King of 
' - Babylon (Jer. lii. 33). 
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%ed wives, or ,other nek relations, and that, when 
. .b 'wished to marry, they told him of girls they knew 
here or there. T o  this I added that 1 hoped they 
were .not offinded at my asking. but I thought it 
better to inquire than to go away with .erroneous 
ideas. They thaught so too, and said they were not 
~ f f e d e d .  

So, in these.-pages, I have conceived that, in order 
to paint an accurate picture of Bokhariot life, the pre- 
ceding paragraphs will 6onvey more meaning than a 
whole chapter of my 'own opinions; and if ihe purity 
of the domestic hearth be any gauge, in forming an 
estimate of the happiness OF a people, then English 
men, I think, and certainly En lish women, will have E go reason to envy those of Bok ara. 
.As the time drew near for us t o  leave "the noble " 

Bokhara, I could not but feel that we had been most 
hospitably treated, Not that I supposed the Emir's 
conduct to be the expression of his personal regard 
for me or my country, but of his desire to please the  
Russians. I had been warned at Samarkand to be  
very careful not$ to lose my credentials, for if I did 
the Bokhariots would be only too plased to insuIt me, 
and then to excuse themselves on the gtound that I 
brought no papers. More than once I asked in Bo- 

I khara what would have been done to me had I come to 
the town without letters. One said we should probably 
have been sent back to the Russians; and another that 
we should have beeri placed in confinement, and the 
Russian authorities informed. No Europeans, they 
said, are seen, in Bokhara but Russians, who-them- 
selves would have an unbe&ble time of it, if the 
Emir had power to oppress ; but since he has not, the  
natives are outwardty civil, whilst they curse the 
infidels at heart,< and the Emir is obedient to the 
Imperial will. The Russians, in fact, call him ' "  Nash 
C h d ~ ~ a k , ' :  or " o w  man." We were told that if only an 1 ordinary letter be sent from the Turkirtan authorities, 
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the bearer is feastqd, presenged with. 3 or 
and supplied with money to return, whiIst the 
khalats som.etimes presented by the Emir m. 
officials at Samarkand and other principal 
was said, would stock a clothing establishwen 

My teception was, therefore, in keepi~g: 
foregoing. One R'ussian had told me that, 
letter from, the G~vernor~General, 'I  need t 
nothing'; and, another had prophesied 
would give me-ten times the riurnber .of 

' offered ; yet . I  confess that I was taken 
way in which 1 and my retinue were s 
board, lodging, and attendance, to say 
presents. The s Iendour .of my turqu f embroidered sadd e-cloth, and robes of bo 
all who see them, an4 they are rendered 
able, of course, by the circumstances und 
were received. But besides these a 
bestowed, it .was &as if another son 
said, " Howsoever, let alI. thy wants lk 
Nor did I quite see in Bokhara how &I 
ledge s w h  thorough- oing hospi k carefully through my it for such t 
possibly spare, and which I: deemed 
able to the Emir. There was first my 
bed and pillows, wFch I thought might 
to his Majesty's bones in case of illness. 
I showed one of the attendants how to 

- -bellows and inflate the bed. This a 
'tickle his fancy, though I doubt whe 
a screw before T o  this I added an e x c h  
preserve his ~ a j e s t y ,  I said, from r&%&j- 
mosquito curtains, the like to which I had 

' 

in the khanate ; an' electro pepper and s 
sented to me by Messrs. Langton and 
" travellin requisites " I have found. so  u 

, I ' 
an eqame ed travelling tiottle of their bri 

* Judges xix. 20. 
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y far the best I have seen ; also a fine damask 
tray cloth, -ahd some smaller articles. These 1 
d, and wrote a letter telling the Emir- that I was 

e on the morrow for Charjui, thanking him 



through his kingdoni, and this letter I sent to the 
Kush-beggi to forward, as also two post-cards to be 
sent to the nearest post-office, I 10 miles distant. The 
Emir takes the liberty of reading his subjects' h e r s ,  
when they have any, and I thought he was welcome 
to study mine. The post-cards I sent were to inform 
friends of my safety up to date, and that I was now 
about to plun e into a land comparatively unknown, f which I felt a1 the more because I had no handbook 
to accompany me. 

I directed that we should start at sunrise on October 
16th, and sent my parcel to the Kush-beggi, saying I 
had received so much kindness from the, Emir, &at I 
wished to offer some more presents, Yakoob, -em- 
bering no doubt the khalat given him at Shahr when 
bearer of a present, asked that he might take the 
parcel, saying ,that he had business upon which to 
speak to the Kush-beggi; but as Yakoob had served 
us, I thought, half-heartedly in Bdchara, I gave the 
job to more faithful Kdutch, U7hether racehed a 
tip I know not, but the cunning Kush-kg@, unlike 
the courtiers at Kitab, intimated, witheut my offer- 
ing it, that he would be pleased to accept a present 
from England., I sent him somethin more sf Euro- f pean manufacture, 'and then prepare to start, Sevier 
being employed up to' the kist in attending the sick. 
One of them, a woman, was cmsiderably t a k n  aback 
when he applied his ear to her chest with ia dkt-to 
the auscultatiorr of her heart, such treatment by a 
doctor being evidently unknown in Bokhara. 
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FAOM ~OXHARA rn roca~piY$ . ,  -.,~~i,~:&,ij.+ - : 7. '5;' I I  - m  
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, ~ t ~ a r t i t a  from Bokhafa-End of zarakan oasis.-Ruiid 4fi~&p#. 5 l." 
, - -Approaching Kara-Ku1.-Inexperienced .postillions.-Tlie, sand$ W 

f 3pdukii.-Our tarantass left behind+ . ?igbt'.~ , lodgiqg: ai + 
, . . ., , .. . rn#;;$, 

- . - p r -  
' .-. c:-' WE were escorted out of ~ a k h -  atLgr2d aim.::., ; :h 

. 7 .  . i ... . by a mimkhzlr, or captain, of the Kush-beggi' -. ';; : r 
a d  three 
i smy of the poor 

. . .. , . .  ,, I: - 
. * The Bokhariots are still veryctbservant of the" ~ksterri"~u&d 'of. ' - 
accompanying or bringing on their way friends, or those. whom-, .ey * 

wish to honour, as did Abram the angels gbing toward SocLQgi;( - ep.;, - ' 
. , , .-, 

g 
xviii. 16) ; and the churches at Antioch and Tyre, thk -Apostles? gar&F:* iJ 
bas and Paul Acts xv. 3 ; xxi. 5).  ,.. ,>-,-, -(.,I- 

t Same of the asses were laden wi th  e i n h  T kd. in ,  bags.:siung+bn - 
- either siae; remindin we of the expression " tivo' mriles': b&den ,ofj; 
: earth * *  (2.  f i g s  v. 18; and now and thes we met vomm;~br~15e~er - , ! said, perhapi;,, Bokhznot ladies, on white as.es, which a p  rndq .ex-. 1 

,' ~ i v e  than.others, and so the propertyof the rich. Hence the e~res_ion 
6,- Judges V. ro, " Speak ye that ride on white asses.'' , .  

, -- 
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We were now 
oasis that exten 

.Kul, and we had the opportunity of seeirlg 
. , Bokhariot agriculture. 

, . As we passed along I noticed late 'crop 
bearded wheat, and cotton. Of this 1 
picked some pods, which I brought h 
gave us LI per acre as the price of .un 
for cultivated lands three times as much. 
feature; as we.- poceeded, were the 
rounded by dalIs, 'usually a dead flat, but *etimes 
crimped,. and crossed with lines, each pre@ng the 

' . appearance .of a miniature fortress. They-,&re sur- 

'I 
rounded by gardens, and other efforts of:;Hkhariot 
culture. The gardens are formed of end 
called kazat, the surface being ' levelled 
irrigation. . Those skirting our way for '6 
appeared to .belong to men in well-t&do ci&umstances. 

. preceding, 
- At nbon we 

.castle, on=- 
. this were 'two small 
held' once ,a w ~ k ,  is 
We rode or.3  mikes further, passing Mh+-Khairon, 
'and arriving at ~~2.20 at Yaka-tut, or jakatut, our 
worst. mishap being that SeGer,s horse, , :which had 
more than once stumbled, now feH, a n d - ~ q e d  his 
rider over his head. Fortunately, howep&,j.,he was 
not much hurt, though he literally "bit rh; dat," At 

. his our first stqtion y e  dined, and took &v& of our 
old custodian Mirza Mubarnmad Y U S U E : P " ) ~ ~  had 
guarded us many nights and 'days, and , I  had 
done his best to keep us from seeicig 300 nit&, but 

. . . . b 

I .  



FROM BOKHA RA TO CBARYUI. 

he was good-tempered, and put on no airs ; so I gave 
him a present, and we parted as friends. 

We had now before us 2 I miles to Kara-Kul, and by 
way of change we accomplished the greater part of the 
journey in the tarantass, though not without pains and 
penalties ; for our postillions w 
to their work, that they had 
stones or obstructions in the r 
as they came, now going over ba 
of the fields to keep in the wat 
the tarantass at right angles inste 
imminent risk of an upset. The 
good deal, sometimes passing over 
a few yards wide ; next, over an ari 
through cultivated land and well-p 
next season's wheat, one of which 1 

, as clean as a flower garden. 
On the Ieft'we passed what was given me as Sh  

Khibar. They told us the heaps of rui 
of an old town destroyed by the C 
we came to the half statiop Peikand, 
by UT~lff. Bumes calls them " the 
and throws light upon them from a hi 
script he purchased in Bokhara, cal 
the most ancient cities of Turkista 
siab, and of the ancient Turkistan king 

We stopped at Peikand some minut 
little further on sighted the Zarafshan, 
broad, impetuous river we had stru 
Samarkand, but a feeble, attenuated 
its life-giving waters, and nkrrowed, as I judged, to a 
width of about 20 feet: The strip of cultivated land 
on either bank of the Zarafshan gets narrower, being 
pressed in by the desert ; and as we drove along between 
the  aryks, we came h e ~ e  and there to hillocks of sand, 
among which we had to wind in and out. Of a'nirnal life 
there was little ; but we heard the singing of a lark, and, 
in addition ro the ubiquitous rook, saw a flight of storks. 
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After driving thus to within a mile of Kara-Kal, we 
remounted our horses, and there came out to meet us 
the amLia&dar, or tax-gatherer. H e  was the principal , 

man of the village, and with him were several others, 
wearing dandy ridin boots, of which the height of the 

. heels would vie w i z  those worn by English ladies, 
onIy that the point of the Bokhariot heels barely 
exceeded the size of a sixpence. As I rode along by 
the side of the amliakdar, my Diotrephks misbehaved 
himself, stumbled, and came down upon both knees, 

. but, fortunately, I kept my seat, and he recovered 
himself. We then crossed by a substantial bridge 
what I supposed to be the Zarafshan, or a large m a 1  
diverted therefrom, and about sunset entered Icara- 
K ul. 

Kara-Kul is a village that gives its name to the 
black, curly lambskins that are exported thence over a 
large portion of Central Asia. We stayed there for 
the night, and left early next morning, hoping to reach 
the Oxus in the course of the day. But we did not 
know what was before us, or we should hardly have 
brought the tarantass, for it became more and more 
apparent that neither the roads, the horses, nor tk 
peopIe were accustomed to wheeled vehicles of any 
kind, and still Iess to a European carria e. T h e  horst: 
collars here appeared to have been ma f e for the W- 
sion, and instead of harnessing 3 horses to be &im. 
from the box, the animals were mounted, as  before, by 
3 postillions, who, in turning a corner, made no a l k -  
ance for the curve, but struck the vehicle against &e 
wall. Things were not much better when we reach& 
the open country, for they not.only went over stoneq 
ruts, and timbers, but, whilst smoking in turn the& 
kalian, occasionally Ieft the road to g o  across countrp, 

. through wheat or melon fields, and consequently ovw 
the irrigation embankments surrounding them. But 
worst of all were the horrible brid es over aryks, f fortunately then empty, but 8 or 10 eet deep, or, at 



4 events, sufficiently deep to make a fall therein a 
I most undesirable event. Sometimes they avoided the 
- Edges by driving down into the aryk, which was bad 

aough ,  but not so dangerous as crossing the rude 
constructions that were never intended for three horses 
abreast, and had no rails o r  guards on either side. T o  

' make matters a little worse, I could not get my 
charioteers to x e  the desirabiIity of fastening the two 
wheelers to the centre horse, lest in crossing a narrow 
bridge one of the two outer horses might jib, the other 
two go on, and the whole concern go to smash. On 
rhe previous morning the tarantass did fall into an 
aryk, and took 20 men to get it out, but happily we 
ware then on horseback ; and now, with this careless 
driGng, so fully did I anticipate a second edition of 
the accident, that I unbuttoned the apron, so as to be 
able to sp&g out at a moment's notice, as we came to 

1 bridges that the*drivers seemed to be approaching with 
insufficient care. I twice jumped clean out, with my 
heart in my mouth, expecting to see a crash, though, 
fortunately, my fears were not realized. It was inter- 
esting to see messengers, spade in hand, sent on to 
prepare the way before us,* ta exalt the valleys and 
make low the hillocks,t so that, thanks to their preceding 
u$ after a drive of 16 miIes, the most dangerous 1: 
had ever taken, we came to the end of the cultivated 
.district, and stopped for refreshment at the Kisblak- 
Khoja-daulet-bi. 

They gave us the distance from Daulet-bi to the 
Oxus as 16 miles, and a mile from the station the 

' sand began to appear in good earnest 
Sevier and I mounted our horses and preceded the 

tarantass, the attendants asking us not to go too far 
ahead, lest we should be lost. When once fairly on to 
the desert we found ourselves amid surroundings the 
like to which I hacl never seen before, and would not 

* Mark i. z. 
t Isa. d. + 
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willingly experience again. The only vege 
some dwarf bushes, a few inches high, under 
here and there, like squirrels, the long-raile 
and even these were soon leij behind, and 
gave place to sand-dunes not unlike those 
parts of our own coasts. The shape of the 
uniform, each presenting the form of a ho 
convex side being'sloped towards the north, 
concave side was precipitous. Sometimes we 
khan had been formed by the walls of a h 
the result rhat it had continued to grow till th 
was buried. Nothing appeared able to sta 
vancing scourge, and the desoIation of the s 
in o u r  case, heightened tenfold by a blustm 
rhat drove the sand in our faces. As we loo 
one bare hill rose above another like wa 
ocean, whilst the tempest blew the sand 
crests like'spray; and aU this on a scale that s 
brought to my mind the waves I had seen in 

- the Northern Pacific. 
For 7 miles we dragged on to the frontier 

bekship, where we were met by I 5 horsemen, wh 
to take our tarantass to the Oxus ; but im 
dismay when we discoeered that they ha 
with them only one horse-collar ! rhey a 
party from Kara-Kul to lend them theirs, 
dedlined, took out their horses, and were m 

, The Arnliakdar came to take his L O X ~ ~ ,  an 
him a present, but it was not- till his back 
that we realized our critical . position. W 
like a boat in mid-ocean. All around was sa 
everywhere-and our late protectors had 
bolted. Sevier suggested that they should 
to return, which perhaps might have been erffecte 
a revolver pointed a t  them. But it was too 1 
we were obliged to turn to our new art 
stood discussing what was to be done, for there was -aI another horse-collar to be had within severaI r n i b  

r 
4 
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- ,  ,My interference was no uke, so I left the men to their 
: 6wn devices, whereupon one horse was put in the shafts, 
. .and ropes, fastened to the tarantass, were attached to 

- the saddles of the rest, and in this novel fashion the 
' vehicle was dragged along. 

1 thought, therefore, it would be best for Sevier 
and me, with Yakoob to interpret, to go forward and 
send back reinforcements. Moreover, a Russian officer 
in Samarkand had told me of the terrible difficulty 
we should have with the tarahtass, and had given 
me a hint not to meddle in the matter. " If," said 
he, "the Emir  gives the order that your tarantass is 
to be -taken to the Oxus, it is. their affair, not yours. 
You had better go on, and leave them to, follow." I 
therefore took the chief man .far a guide, and left the 
tarantass in charge of Kolutch an& Fazul. 

I Our guide was an old man, but mounted'on a good 
Turkoman horse, and him we followed over little 

,mountains of sand. As we struggled on, we met 
scarcely any travellers, and wondered more than 
enough how they ,would get the carriage over the 
barkhans, as high as London houses. It was no 
smau relief when, late in the afternoon, we came to 
a' pool of water, said to be 3 miles from the kishlak 
Betik, after which we soon reached the house of, our 

,guide. 
- 

He turned out to be'one in authority; Mirza Anvar 
Gwatchi, but it seemed that we cockney riders had 
thoroughly tired him out, in addition to which he 

' 

received' a sound rating from his belongings for going 
off with only one horse-collar. H e  at once sent a 
relief party off, who, by-the-bye, lost their way. Also 
a boy, whbm we had met with an ewer of drinking- 
water, was clever enough to break it, and so it came 
to pass, as we afterwards heard, that, after making 
almost superhuman efforts, the horses not unfrequently 
falling and rolling in the sand in their efforts to get 
the vehicle over the hills, they could only approach to 
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within 5 miles of the station, where,'darkness comin 
on; horses and riders alike, almost supperless an 8 
waterless, and . thoroughly tired, lay down m the 
ground and slept. At I o'clock in the morning some- 

'one reached our stqtion, and more horses were sent, 
with clover and food, so that later on the party 
consisted of 2 5  horses, 25 men, and 2 camels, besides 
our z mounted djiguitts. When the tarantass proved 
too much for the horses, they harnessed a camd to it ; 
but this failing also, the goods were taken out, placed 
on a camel's back., and so the journey was finished. 

Meanwhile, as we heard on our arrivaI that the 
river was only a few versts further on, and Charju 
just the other side, we determined to stay for the ' 
night. This appeared to give our hosts real pleasure, 
and we had a hearty welcome, though our room was 
exceedingly poor. I t  had this mark of distinction, 
however, that on the wall were stuck two little artistic 
productions, a few inches square, taken apparently 
from a traveller's tin of preserves. These were the 
only pictures I '  saw on the walls throughoux the ' 

' khanate. One attendant brought in a glass lantern 
worthy of the occasion, about a foot square and two 
feet high, and on the level bottom af this he was 
vainly trying, by letting fall some drops of grease, to 
make a tall candle stand. I bethought me of a clerical 
acquaintance,' who, when beginning some cottage lec- 
tures among the poor of Birmin ham, extempor'ized 
candlesticks out of turnips. We i ad no such roots at 
hand, but, slicing off the top of a melon, I made a hole 
and stuck in the candle, to the great wonderment of 
the native, who ran out with a laugh to tell his fellows 
what the stranger had done ; and even Yakoob could 
not resist coming in to look at the invention, which he 
called "American." Thus finished the most remarkable 
day's travel I have known, and I certainly shall not 
soon forget the sands of Sundukli. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

OUR STA Y AT CHARYUI. 

Departure for th% Oxus.-Meeting of Charjui officia1s.-Our lodging 
+ .  and reception. -Pilag and native bread.-Visit to the Bek.- 

Received with music.-The place of execution, and the prisofi.- 
Cha j u i  bazaar and slave-trade.-Administration of the khanate, 
and taxes.-The vemments of the' Tsar and the Emir, Row 

, IWpMiVely regar& by the B~Lbariots.-Return from Charjui 
to the Orus-The tarantass regained.-Departure of our two 
attendants. 

FTER a breakfast of rice, milk, and tea, we 
! A started from the kishlak Betik at 7.30 to ride 

to the Amu-daria, leaving directions that the tarantass 
should not be brought on to the town of Charjui, but 

. shipped in the boat waiting to descend the river. Five 
miles, .we had been told, was the distance to the water, 
but it seemed much more, for our guide did not appear 

-very well to know the way, and things were not 
rendered more pleasant from the fact that the weather 
had now become decidedly cold. Fortunately, I had 
strapped behind my saddle a Maude shawl, and having 
folded this around me in what the natives must have 
thought a queer fashion, we wended our way at first 
across fields of hemp or flax, and then passed over 
ground frosted with salt. As we approached the 
river, we made our roundabout way through acres of 
pampas grass andl reeds overtopping our heads, waded 
some narrow streams, and then. came to the famous 
oxus, 
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So primitive in appearance was the boat to t 
across, and so high in stern and prow, that m,e 
tempted to think it a relic of the tribes that 
crushed by the great- Alexander. The  
about the thickness of scaffoId poles, with 
roped on, 10 inches wide by 30 long. Our 
were shippea, and we were rowed across to 
opposite bank, where one ' Mama-sherilf, an 
called the Toksaba, came to meet us from Charjui. 
We were taken into a house in the midst of a garde 
which in summer doubtless wguld have been pIeasa 
enough, but crossing the river had not warmed ' 
and I was sufficiently chilled when .they brought 
meal to ask whether t h e y  could give us also 
THey assured us they would do a11 they kould 
comfort of their guests, and shortly brought us 

' of coals." I t  was a large brazier or octagon 
about 4 inches deep and 2 feet in diameter, filled 
glowing charcoal. There was no fireplace in 
room, and the floor was nicely carpeted all o 
the brazier was stood in a tray and place! bes 
I cannot pretend there was much heat to be go 
it, but we could not stay long, since there r 
to be accomplished what they told us was 

On setting out they asked that we would n 
for it was customary for guests to proceed sedately, 
to which I rather demurred, saying that I wished-!o - 
ride myself warm. We passed through fields to H a a n  
about a mile of the town, where we gained thk &t 
view of its lofty fortress, whdse outline seen. frohx!@ 
distance was more picturesque than that of any building 
I had yet seen in the khanate. J asked the Toksaba 
the population of the town, and received another illus- 
tration of native ignorance when, dealing with higb 
numbers. He stated it at ~oo,ooo, and the p o p u l a t i ~ ~ ; j  
of the bekship at a million ! after which he added e h a  
the place was only a fortress, with a thousand soldiers 
to keep the neighbouring Turkomans in order. 
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L Thus we had- arrived a t  Charjui, a distance, according - , to my reckoning, from Bokhara of 80 miles. The 
town was pleasantly situated ; the fort occupying a 
knoll, and commanding a view of the whole neighbour- 
hood. Our house stood by itself, near a stream, and, 
though not very sumptuous, they appeared to be doing 
their best to make us comfortable. I t  was not easy to 
fee1 so, however, deprived as we were of most of our 
toilet g e k .  But we were not to lack for food, and they 
had prepared for us such a &star k h ~  (IiteraIly "table 
cloth ") as we had seldom seen. T h e  trays and dishes 
were so numerous that I made a note of them. They 
more than cogered the table, and were spread likewise 
on the floor. Our European decimal 'system was 
=presented by IO loaves of sugar, 10 packets of tea, 
EO boxes of sugar-candy, 10 trays of sweets, and ro 
t!ays more of parched peas,' pistachio nuts, natural 
and sugared, apricot stones, raisins of four kinds, flour 
cakes of grape honey and sugar, large and small cakes 
of bread, eggs coloured red, apples in syrup, ,almonds, 
dough-nuts of grape honey and flour, called cantle 
~ s k w l l a h ,  and, Jastly, a semi-liquid concoction of sugar 
and white of egg, that looked tempting, I suppose, to 
one of the officers talking to us, for in the absence of 
a spoon he extemporized one by putting in his finger, 

#,twirling it round, to make as much as possible stick, 
and then sucked it dry. They brought us some white 
fish to eat, which was not bad, but rather salt, and 
afterwards came pilau. 

When extra good pilau is desired, a chicken is 
- cooked in addition to pieces of mutton. This was a 

blessing to me, for not being fond of fat, or caring 
for rice, especially when greasy, I usually made my 
meal from the chicken and native bread. Their 
bread consists of unleavened cakes (warn), about the 
size of a large captain's biscuit, though sometimes 

. * Used, perhaps, 
I Sam. xxv. 18. 

as food Persia Daniel (i. 1.2); and by Abigail. 
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larger and thinner, perhaps g inches in 
think the latter is Persian, but both' 
wheaten flour, and when fresh are tole 
much more to my liking than the rye.and m 
of Russia a& the Scandinavian peninsula. I 
" daiIy, bread,'! and a native takes in a su 
morning as regularly as a Londoner pukh 
Nans cost 2 poolahs each, or about-a parmy 

Soon after &ur arrival at Charjui they 
soon we should Iike to see the Bek. 
" Immediately." Seeing we had not aur 
they asked whether I had my presenas.? I 
the affirmative, intending to take off the 
chain I was wearing,?;. and send thm in w 
articles small in bulL They then said 
received in two hours. 'The Bek proved 
son of the Emir, and- WAS living in s o m  
fortress. At the entrance of the citadel, 
sembled the one at Kitab, about 150 
drawn. up. We were saIuted with a fan 
trumpets and other musical instruments-"p 
qu' agrdable," as Dr. Caps  puts it- gra 
tion than we received from the Emir. 
with white wands ushered. us forward, and, finally, a A 

military commander in 

+The common-place manner in which this was asked 
of Saul's words to his servant, "But behold, i f  we go, s 
bringsthe m v ,  for . . . there i 
we ? (I Sam. ix. 7.) ' 



jl,& Bek, k youth of r 8 or 19, perhaps, dressed in a 
d brocade and Cashmere turban. I apologized 

P L3F r not presen'ting myself in courtly apparel, since I 
-2 parted company with my tarantass, whereupon he 
'1 asked us to stay longer. How long had we remained 

' w Kitab, Karshi, and Bokhara ? I told him the 
number of days in each, whereupon he asked why I 
stayed 3 or 4 days in other towns, and only 2 with 

- ' kini ? * The reason was .not far to seek, and I told 
him that we were already behind our time, that we 
had a long and difficult journey before us, and we 
rbeggied in consequence that we might not be detained. 
He consented that our journey should be sped, I 
&en requested to be allowed to see the prison, and 
aleo to ascend to the top of 'the fortress or some high 
place,'my object, as before, being to get a bird's-eye 

w of this wonderful town of " ~oo,ooo inhabitants." 
o my surprise the Bek consented, after which I P 

invited him to ask me questions. Hf: had none to put, 
he said, bur w a  willing to listen for an hour if it would 
please me. This was an hnexpected turn of the 
-tables, and I radked my brain for things that would 

- + him some idea of the grandeur of England, but in ' 
; for he seemed to have no bump of wonder, or of 

inquisitiveness, and I gave up trying to enlightin the 
youth. - 

On leaving I examined some antiquated cannons 
lying about in the  court, some old matchlocks and 
muskets hanging near the entrance and also the 
musical i m m e n t s  of the band. Later in the day I 

. secured a wabden pipe, 16 inches long, with an ex- 
'I panding end, like a clarionet, called sur?zoi.T In 

, ~ e s e m b l i n ~  on the surface the language of Jeremiah (xiv. 8) : ' 
Why sbouldcrt th& be-ad a stranger in the land, sqd as n wayfaring 

" man that tumeth asideto tarry for a night; " - 
! f I t  has 7 holes on the upper side and a below (one stopped). In 

the small opening is a brass mouthpiece. Into this fits a brass pipe, 
r called a t d ,  with a mouthpiece of reed, and dose to the mouthpiece a 

'horn disc, serving as a support to the lips of the player. W h e n  not 
played on, the farther end of the pipe is stopped with a metal rod, and 
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addition to the surnoi and other instruments pre 
mentioned, there is used also in Central Aaa. 

' komoi, a large brass trumpet, 6 or 7 feet long, gi 
a deep base note. Drums, too, of different sizes. 
used. made of small earthenware vessels. covered 

How exactly, I thought, like the case of Job&: 
Baptist, when, beheaded by Herod, " his & p a "  
came, and took the. body and buried it."* The gallaw! ' [ - 

c two small wooden discs cover the mouthpiece. Attached t o  the in&b- 
ment (which may be seen in the ethno aphical departmeqk af m? 
British Museum is a copper chain, axhanging thexcfmm 8 re(. b 

mouthpieces. 201 the mouthpieces, 1 suppose, wodd be,;sed in s m q  
cases a vXoaadmpor, which also served as a "purse er --,A 





consisted merely of TWO posts and a lintel, a& 
seeing it we went to the prison, into which I- 
tn wet.in stlite of the Emir's endeavour that 1:; - - - . , . . . . . L. . . ; . . . 

see none of h a  jails. He might w i i  be, 
them. for this m e  at CZiatiui outdid even, 
kind 'I had s e h .  It was >ituated under 'a 
the gaie of tk h e s ,  and was about 10 
by 5 feet + The one doorway was 
and 18' inches <de, and through it I crept W 
dismal den, whioh had no window or vent% 
that, when the dmr was shut, it was a v&&i 
hole " of Calcutta, while the only thing in 
was a thick Tbeam down the centre of the ear 
wherein the feet of the prisoners might *oe 
.Six prisoners were under arrest, wearing Eran 
through the e& of which a chain was passed to; 
them all tog&her, and with a' spike at the 4 
fasten into the wall, Most of the criminals. the 

h a k e  matmrs a l& worse: we he'arcl next .4  

nreseit inm ike black hole. Thus t h & e - w o u k l ~ . ;  

Tmr~miah d TehoiaEm thit "his dead dodv should be -3 
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' fairly clean, nor did I detect any unpleasant smell, 
though the prisoners were said to Ieave it o111y when 
necessary, and never at all for exercise. I managed 
to get into my hands one of , their  iron collars, and 
asked where I could get one like it.* They said, " In 
the bazaar," whereupon 1 retained the one I had for 
my collection of prison curiosities, and gave the man 
the sum he named wherewith to purchase a substitute.? 

On our way to the prison at Charjui we passed 
through the bazaar. - This used to be a great place 
for slaves, brought thither by the Turkodans, who 
kidnapped them from the Persian frontier. M. 
Strernoukhoff, writing the year after my return in the 
St. Pehrsburg Gazetic, says, " Although the slave 
markets in Bokhara are officially closed, and although 
it iq strictly prohibited to trade in slaves, yet slaves 
are mld and bought with perfect freedom in a11 parts 

' of the country, and the Emir himself takes an active 
part in this traffic for the replenishment of his harem, 
as well as of his coffers." 

When on the spot, I did not suspect that the trade 
was still carried on, but Colonel Stewart tells me that, 

* It is comparatively light, and the iron not so thick as the little 
h g e r ,  but 1 had seen nothing like i t  in Eurbpe. Manacles, or chains 
for the hands, referred to as worn by Jeremiah xl. 4) and Peter 

(Ad= xii* % and perhaps Paul (Acts xxvin. zo), I di not see or hear 
of among e natives of Central Asia. 

6 
f I had now seen or heard of at least three kinds of prisons in 

Bokhara illustrative of similar places of confinement mentioned in 
Scripture. That at Charjui might be compared to the common prison 
r'v vp{~~ i  &tlpotrl~) of Acts v 18 ; the Zkndan at Bokhara calls to mind f eremiah's dungeon, into which he was lowered b cords (Jer. xxxviii. 6), 

whilst the prison in the palace of the Khan of ~ g o k a a d ,  and the Kana 

where "the king's prisoners were bound " (Gen. xsxir. 20). The 
'lurkomans, when cau ht on the Persian side of the desert, would 
appear to fare worse t f an at Chay'ui, for less than a week before 
nritin this I met Colonel Stewart, who has  been living on the frontier, 
and wffo tells me that one Persian prison he came to  was a well in a 
house, down which Turkoman man-stealers and their food n-ere lowered, . and the well shut i f 2  wifk a coerera'ftg at night 1 
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on inquiry, he learned that whilst there is no 
slaves in Khiva. yet 
sold at Charjui, and, as 
a few weeks before 
state the allegation 
thereby to corroborate 
which state that this trade is not yet cum 
stamped out in Bokhara. I I r~ 

I added to my Bokhariot curiosities from the 
at Charjui atlother kind of skull-cap, and coining & 
Bokhara I secured a curious implement for 
donkeys. It consists of a thick handle about 6 i 

chains about the same'length, but united at  tkC 
long, with a goad at the top, and two thick d e e 3  

by a ring. I am not aware that the chains are d 
for striking the animal as with a whip, but rather (& 
saw them employed) the chain is made to fall ii.gh 
on the shoulder, according as the rider 
animal, which is unbridled, to turn to right or left. A?, : 

On returning to our lodging, it seemed as if;& 
Bek were minded that we should come to no hkr& Aj 
the ni ht, for he sent a guard of 16 soldiers, 4 to 4 
side o f the  house. I cannot say much for their arm 
for they were old enough, and on two of them I f d  
stamped, in my mother-tongue, " Wolley, Serjeant, a d  

, . < ,  

Fairfax." .- 7 

I asked about taxes, but got widel+-dive 
answers in various parts of the khanate. 1 
I gathered that 2% per cent. was the proper k+ 
but that, as a matter of fact, the beks took mote-* 
more, and as much as they pleased.* ., . I? (  

I was curious to know with what feelings 
Bokhariots regard Jleir Emir, and the possibilit?'a 
the occupation of the khanate by the Russians, '3 

.I 

+ Remindin one of the publicans, or tax-gatherers, in Judea, 
came asking. &aster, what shall we do ? He said. Exact no more th.a 
that which is appointed you (Luke iii. 13); and of Zaccheusr 
when he found he had so done, restored fourfold (Luke xix. 8). 



heard on Russian soil, with other chit-chat, that the 
Emir had more than once asked the Russians to give 
him a pension, and take his khanate. A native told 
me also that though the Bokhariots were on the whole 
satisfied with the Emir, yet at his death, he thought, 
they would be ready for Russian occupation. Muzaffar 
had recently been ill. at  which time the people were 

.- ' ready even to welcome the Russians, who were liked, 
he said, at Samarkand, though not at Khokand, but 
neither, he added, did these last rare for their own 
Khan. Another informant said that, from talks he had 
had with the people, he fancied the Bokhariots would 
prefer Russian to native rule. I asked how, under 
ordinary circumstances, on the sovereign's death the 
succession would go. They replied that the Emir  had 
several sons (about 10 adults, 15 boys, and a number of - 
daughters unknown), and that he who had the strongest 
';party of followers would fight for the throne. Perhaps 
it was to prevent such a free fight that the Russians, 
quartered a good many troops in Samarkand when the 
Emir was ill. One native expected in that event that, 
if the Russians advanced, the Bokhariots would be 
goaded on by the mullahs to fight. But this was mere 
supposition on the part of: irresponsible persons, and of 
course it was a very delicate subject for me to approach 
with the Kush-beggi's messengers. I did, however, 
make bold to introduce the subject one 'morning by 
asking whether the Emir were quite recovered from hi 
illness, and, upon their replying in the affirmative, I in- ' 
timated that I had heard the people were ready, if his 
Majesty had died, to welcome the Russians, 1 thought 
these. courtiers approached the subject like men whose 

's 
inmost fear was, "The  Romans shall come and take 
away both our place and nation."* They cautiously 
replied that the people were content with the Emir. 

On the evening of our stay at Charjui they offered 
to send us butcRas, and I accepted them for the sake of 

* John xi. 48. 
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Yakoob and t i e  ;lathes, niho were said to 
chance of seeing such perfomlances only : 
visitor came; but we did not keep them la 
anxious to get to bed and start ear$ in the 
Of the three boys, one sang and danced unusu 
and it was amusing to see one stout old 
tea, looking admiringly on, and getting 
excitement. 

Next morning I stirred up Yakoob before. 
and tried- hard t a  put the Toksaba in a 
is not easy to hurry Asiatics. The Bek, 
must be informed of our departure, and this 
time; but when the messenger returne 
with him presents of khalats, a horse a 
for me, and khalats for Sevier. MeanwhiIe 
had arrived .with the agreeable intellig 
tarantass was shipped and awaiting us some I 
off at Ghuzari-Tozakar. This hanger- 
scrap of paper into my hand to inform m e q  
he wished to quit my service (to which, b 
had never engaged hih),  and return to 
Yakoob pleading that he had been very 
taking care of my stud. In die time 
started once more for the Oxus. I t  was a 
morning, too cold by half to think of seda 
as soon as we reached the fields, I galloped off, wm, - 3  ing those to remain behind who pleased. One. d I& . 
Bek's djiguitts had no mind to be outstripped, and:$@- 
care to keep ahead. I followed his fleet horst+:&#,..- 
we covered the distance in about an hour and a W.4 ' 

Arrived at the Oxus, we found a tent put 
us, with bedsteads, in case we had returned to;% , , 
and F a d  and Kolutch ready to give us the s q  ' 

their difficulties with the tarantass. They had d & a  
it  over the sand ba-rkhans, actually without a scrht&-t 
or a visible strain, and it was now safely shipped' - 
our departure. Yakvb, by agreement, was to gw wT 
with us at least to Petro-Alexandrovsk, whilst Fazul a a  3 :? 
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utch were to return; And the latter asked that I 
ld write a note to General Korolkoff to say how they 
served me. I had only to complain of one pecca- 
which was, as Yako~b had offciously informed me, 

I had sold the two horses at Bokhara, Kolutch 
had seized the twn wooden saddles, sold them for a 
trifle, and appropriated the money. Accordingly, after 
giving Fazul his present, and paying the groom with 
a Cashmere khalat, of which I did not know the value, 
but was afterwards told it was worth three or four times 
as much as I supposed, I took Kolutch alone and 
quietly lectured him. He was distressed on being 
accused, said he thought the saddles were of too little 
value to k of importance, and urged that, had he 
wishad to steal, he could easily have done so when in 
& q e  -of the tarantass. I tried to show him, however, 
he iniportance of honesty in trifles, and then wrote a 
krn saying how well Fazul and he had served us, 
as indeed they had. This I gave him with his present, 
d d e d  a pound of tea for each of the three, and bade 
them farewell. 



- ,  

CHAPTER X ~ X I I .  

b :  L.1 " I  
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-*he banks and @a&-Precautions against 

(& ,information.-Uzbeg notions of a htoie 1lfe.-Si 
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&o passengers and 2 0  tons of cargo, or 20 mounted L. 
- F  

with their horses, which I should think dose work 
-5 ftr a journey, though it might do for a ferry passage. 
E/o our own ease, we- were favoured, as the Emir's 

pests,  with a boat to ourselves. The tarantass was 
'-- placed amidships, and abaft were five horses of mine 

m d  one belonging to Yakoob, whilst the fore part was 
- occlipied by 8 oarsmen, with two as a guard, besides 

Khudaiar Bek, a KarauI-beggi, to look after us. The 
authorities, moreover, not content with giving us guards 
against Turkoman robbers in the boat, furnished us 
alsb with five horsemen to ridel alon the shore. 
These latter were presented to us at Guz f ari Tozakar, 
after which they got into a ferry-boat with horses and 
camels, and crossed to the east bank, T h e  river here, 
they told us, was 2,000 B a d a m  in width, or rather 
kss than 2,000 yards. There were no houses near, 
$et the crossing ferry-boat and the crowd attracted, 
I suppose to see the foreigners start, made rather a 
lively scene. We stepped on board at 2 0  minutes 
past I, the Muhammadans .giving a parting blessing, 

- and stroking their beards as they shouted Allah akbar! 
- (the mighty God !), and Yakshi sagat ! (a pleasant 
journey!)-the former intended, I suppose, for the  
rC%Izhful," and the latter for us'" infidels." 

' 

' We soon found ourselves on the bosom of a rapid 
chrrent, and the wind was also in our favour, but it 
was rather too cold to be quite pleasant. Faraub and 
k t i k ,  pn our right, were left behind ; and on our left, 
after floating 3 miles, seven aryks were diverted from 
the river, going in the direction of Kh6ja Kala, an 
inhabited district with 7,- dwellings. 
a At 2 o'clock we passed a wide expanse of land, 
widently covered in the time of flood, and on the 
bank were fishing nets. In  half an hour trees yvere 
visibIe a mile off on the left, and the depth of the 
water near the Ieft bank was less than j feet. At 
haIf-past 3 we were proceeding in a very undignified 
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manner. The wind blew us against the west blink, and 
the prow and stern k g  " much of a m d n e s s , "  the 
steering, too, being done by an oar instead o f t  rudder, 
the boat was allowed to perform a series of gyrations 
in obedience to the sweet pleasure of the stre,?. Up  
to, four o'clock M-e had seen only 3 men a b r e  and 
met two boats being tugged up the st re an^. Five . 
o'clock found us still hugging the left bank because of 
the wind, the only visible reminders of human kind 
being the banks of aryks. Half an hour later  he first 
small house was sighted on the left bank, abd soon 
afterwards the  noon rose, and we floated &I till 7 
o'clock to Kheradj, where we were to stop &e night, 
thus accomplishing 30 rersts only out of the ,435 {as 
measured by the stream), from Charjui to Petro. 

What good things they may have prepared br us  in 
the village 1 know not. We were pointed to a dim 
line in the far distance, as a haven of rest and -refresh- 
ment, but on the water's edge there was no tent 
erected, and not a creature to be seen, and I d id  not 
care to go so far away and leave my tarantass to the 
tender mercies of the first band of Turkowns that 
might happen to canie along. I therefore declined 
with thanks to go so far, and a fire was made on shore, 
some Oxus water heated, and we sat in the smoke 
drinking our evening tea. Afterwards I r e t i d  to the 
tarantass to write my'journal, leaving Sevier. on the 
bank with the party round the fire; and as & looked 
out upon them I could not but be struck with the 
peculiarity and novelty of the weird pictltxle. Our 
valiant guard of cavaliers, not a ghost of who* we had 
seen all day, found us out at feeding time, and swelled 
the party to about a score. One wore a turban of red, 
white, and blue; Yakoob had on his Tatar cap and , 
cassock-like robe; Sevier had arrayed himself in 
European smoking-cap with his fur khalat purdiased 
in Bokhara; and then, far outnumbering these, was the 
crowd of Uzbegs, with their tanned, swarthy faces. + 
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by drank tea, and lay round the fire to sleep, whilst r' b i e r  and I arranged ourselves in the tarantass, and 
p - '  *&us spent our first night floating down the Oxus. 
'1  . i The next day we managed to accomplish 33 miles 
- h d  reached Ildjik. I had read of the  rough delights 

of taking a meal in primitive fashion round a camp 
. fire; but when it came to be realized at breakfast time on 

the morning of 20th October, on the muddy bank of 
the Amu-daria, a great deal of the sentiment vanished. 
My thermometer had fallen during the night to 7" below 
freezing point, and at six o'clock the sun was far 
from hot, but we battled through a meal by the fire, 
and at 6.30 pushed off. Matters were not improved 
by the fact that our oarsmen considered they had 
now done their duty, for they expected here to have 
been met by a relay of men and another boat to carry 
PS on. We learned, too, that the reason they had 
hot continued the journey on the preceding evening 
to Ustik, 'as they expected to have done, was for fear 
of robbers. Since neither boat nor men were there, 
I was obliged to be firm, and insist that they should 
take us forward, promising that if they got us to 

, Ustik by g o'clock I would give them a sheep to ear- 
Pke cost of the said animal being 12s. At 9.45 we 
w e d  on our right, the ruins of the fortress Ustik, 
perched like a stork's nest on the top of a mound of 
cm$ornerate loess, at the foot of which are some 
Louses enveloped by the sand, whilst from the river 
we *could discern cupolas among the ruins. 

UsGk was a place with threescore dwellings, and 
the residence of a Toksaba, who was unwilling (and 
perhaps reasonably so) to let us have the only boat he 
possessed for the service of the ferry. At first he 
rather gave himself airs, whereupon I took out my 
pencil and note'book, solemnly asked his name, and 
wrote " Muhammad Ziphar," threatening to tell the 
Emir that the Toksaba had declined to carry out his 
Majesty's orders. This rather frightened him, and 
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he proceeded to explain in some way that*; 
acting for our advantage, agd that he wished acp.1 
to take us on to the next station at Kabakli. 111 
been gradually dawning upon me, though-" 
appoinfed a daily provision of the king's me 
that, by comn~and of the Emir, we were ser 
travelling with forced labour. I first susp 
with those men who ran off and forsook us 
from Kara-Kul in the Sundukli sands. "The 
to have been compelled to go a mile," 
certainly not minded to go with us twain.+ 
our present oarsmen ; they had not fulfilled 
dition stipulated for the sheep, but 1 promi 
that, and an additional nresent to take us on. 
the? consented, but uiwillingly, the distance +:T 

t o  the next sta~ion, they said, being I I miles. 
I ,, After leaving Ustik we noticed, at I 1.45, om4 

at the same he ight ,  so that it was sugges 

. bank,  rounded hills of sand and gravel, MI 
that they were flattened on the top, ,a& 

these flat hil l-tops did not represent, in a 
logical epoch, the level of the country ar 
mounds having be-era, washed to their prese 

As the day advanced the weather improved, 
was less wiid, and by 4-20 the t h e r m o m e t ~  

I 

* Dan. i. 5. 
t Matt. v. 41. A capital illustration of l i yyapdq which is  

word, and so, indigenous to the country we -,ere in. In fact, 
help thinking how closely the Pt~sian customs dbsened 
away Ezra and Nehemiah mere re-enacted in my o\tn case. 
place where he sojourneth, let the meq of his place h e 5  
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts ' 
expences be given out of the king's house " (Ezra i. 4 ; vi. 
the king had sent captains ofthe army and borsemen-rv~thme 
over, I said unto the kin If it please the king let letters b 
to the gownma beyon% the river that they may carry 
(Neh. ii. 9,7) .  For my part, I did not ask for "a band of s 

,, horsemen to Pelp us," though, d e n  rovided, I saw no occ P decline it; hut let me not forget than fully to acknmled e w 
2-.that $$the band of our God was upon us, and He deliveref us fm 

hand of the epemy, 'and of such as lay in wait by the way " (Eathi 
a p , 3 1 ) .  
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n to 64". We now hugged the right bank, and 
six came to Ildjik or IIchik. The Toksaba 

was awaiting our arrival, bent, I 
money if he could. Perhaps he 

promised the oarsmen. I had 
~7 been warned as far back as Samarkand to be very 

- * 
' careful, if I hired a barge, to make a bargain before 

starting. T h e  Toksaba now asked us about paying ' .. 
for the boat. I' simply replied that we were the 
Emir's guests, and were being provided with all things 
necessary to take u s  to Petro-AIexandrovsk by his 
Majesty's commands. To this charge he did not 

. return; though he afterwards tried to have money 
dealings with q e  to his advantage, and also endeavoured 
to deceive me respecting the number of m.en at his 

b disposal. They had erected no tent, and we had 
: in to eat our supper by moonlight surrounded by 

/'$rkomans, whose swarthy faces beneath their sheep 
skin hats looked grimly fierce in the glare. 

Our next stretch of river was to Kabakli, or Kavakli, 
distant 47 miles. We were promised overnight by the 

. Toksaba that a, boat some miles off should be sent for, 
. but in the morning it had not come. We proceeded, 
* 

&erefore, to breakfast leisurely in the open on cream, 
t&, chicken, bread and butter, and then looked around 
at some Turkoman boats and rough shelters they had 
dnstructed with their oars and poles and pampas 

. "grass, one of them having a hawk tied near. Mean- 
while our Karaul-beggi, the five horsemen, and the 
oarsmen 'wished to return to Charjui, and proposed to 
take the ,tarantass out of the boat to be left on the* 
bank till the other boat arrived; but this I forbade, 
having no wish to find myself stranded on the banks 

- of the Amu. Moreover, I' would have preferred to 
keep the b a t  we had, and I could not see how the 
carriage, without mechanical appliances, . was to be 
transferred from one boat to the other. When at length 

.* the new craft arrived, it was older and smaller than 
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the one we had, but they 'called everyo 
and, to my no little surprise, with their 
the heavy mac,hine out of one boat int  
The Turkomans had lent their assistance, and 
tributed three boxes of 
that such a ragged- 
appeared to be a few 
perhaps, committed 
anything to -offer 
offered a fek ni 
first I had tasted, but 

We now dismissecl 
with only 3 oarsmen 
and Yakoob, and 5 horses. The quarrelso 
horses was a constan 
be tied other than cl 
threatened to kick 
cautiously to spring out of the way, and in' sb 
much to his own surprise and ours li 
into the water.' ' He had therefore t 
boat could be brought to land, whence he 
with his courage evidently cookd. At 3 o e 
right .bank :vas from r o to I 5 feet ,high, and . 
we came to sand barkhans, on the same side 
river, from 30 to 40 feet in height. After 
Ildjik we overtook only one small boat, . 
houses, and orlly one man on the banks k f ~  
came on. The m 
rose to 639 and the 
we'drank our tea by 
box with a light and 

'was not blown out. 
when we left Cha 
Kabakli in two days 
something like a quiet Sunday. 
however, had hindered us, and 1 
to take advantage of the moon, and go on as 
possible during .the night. This they consented 

- . -.5: 

, .-1 u 



fong as they could 'see, after which we were 
lay to ti1 break of day. Accordingly, after tea, 
turned in to rest, our slumbers being soothed 
the rippIe of the waters, and occasionally dis- 
ed by the shouting of the men, 'when running 
a bank. We stopped for only about 4 hours 

th'e night, and by 8 next morning were oppo- 
': ';. site *inf t e Tash-akhur 'cliffs pn the left bank. Fifteen 
i. versts further, beyond two wooded islands, we had 
on our left the ruins of Sengr Rabat, and on the 

b pppositq bank Chidari Kaya, in the Saradar o r  Soratas 
thp.i; and by ha15 an hour before m 
Kauakli. 

The fame of Siberia as a place o 
'known in Bokhara, and, in imitation 
ia saids.to banish some of his criminals to Ustik, and 

-B the other side of the flood to Charjui and Kgbakli, 
ufhich three places are called d la Bokharimnc, Litde, 
Middle, and Great Siberia 

We had approached Kabakli during the great 
Muhammadan feast of Ifurban-~airarn, to which 
Yakmb had been looking forward, and the Toksaba 

' a o k d  me to sell him a silk khalat wherein he might 
'attend the mosque in grand array, taking good care, 
b w m e r ,  to offer me Iittle money and to say that he 
fPad no more. When we landed and despatched a 
messenger to the Bek, to announce our arrival, he sent 
$0 say that prayers were over, and that h e  was re- 
ceiving visits, but that he would shortIy send a djiguitt 
or come hiniself to see us. Meanwhile a tent was . - erected for our  use in a wood among stunted trees and 
stalks of pampas grass, one of which last I had the 

. curiosity to cut, ' and found it measured I 7 ft. 6 in. iq . 
, Ength. This wooded tract of country we had had ori 

our left for half ali hour before arriving. Near at hand 
was a flock of sheep, and during our stay the shepherd 
came, saying that a wolf had just killed a sheep'ahd 
-was making offtherewith, but, on being chased, dropped 
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it.* The ;hepherd said also that the Bek ras on his 
way to us. We had dined in the tent, and it, was now 
we11 on in the afternoon when the old gentleman arrived, 
so infirm that one almost wondered at his bekg  able to, 
mount a horse: I had once more to drain my stock of 
European articles for presents, and I gave-him3 among 
other things, my gorgeous, gold -embroidered, Servian 
vest that had done such good service, a pair of spectacles 
a ring, and- some English needles. The one burden of 
my request was that he would send u s  forward 'to Petro- 
Alexandrovsk as1sgeedi1y. as possible, and with more 
oarsmen. He promised to give us two additional men 
and a mirza to represent himself, adding that, 8 the men 
did not bring us there in two days, they should receive 
five-and-twenty lashes. In the same breath, rhowever, 
he intimated that in fine weather the journey took three 
days, $hereupon I promised that if in that space of 
time they brought us there, I would give a present, but 
that if they failed so to do, I would let him know. I 
asked if it would expedite matters to have our horses 
sent by road, but he preferred n6t to hndertake t k  
responsibility of sending them. A11 else, however, 
that I asked he promised to do, and said that we should 
start early on Monday morning. 

We slept that night, if I remember rightly;-ane in 
the tarantass and one in the tent, and early next rnorn- 

* A modern illustration, I thought, of a n  ancient story : "Thy servant - kept his father's sheep, And there came a lion and a begr; and tqok a 
lamb out of the flock; and I went out after him, and d.eIiverd it out 
of his mouth " (I  Sam. xvii. 4,35). The Kirghese on horpeback hunt 
the wolf and beat him to d e a d  with their riding-whips, and the fighting 
of men with bears is said to be sometimes done still by&e Gilyaks, 
amongst whom I travelled on the Amur in 1879. John x.,12 seems te  
contemplate the shepherd fighting the wolf, even to the la down his 
life for the ~ h e e p .  In the  Caucasus, where wolves abauofifeamed,  h 
1880, that the shepherds provide themsdves with wolf-like 'dogs in l a r e  
numbers to protect their flocks from beasts of prey, but I am not sure ' 
whether or no this practice obtains among the natives of Ce-1 Asia. 
Further down the Amu we saw a she herd with his flock, but I ,  do not 
reblember anytbin about a dog. 1 learned, however, that the Bo- 
khariot shepherds $0 not lead, but drive their sheep, which r o d d  seem 
to require the employment of canine help. 



."" 
re astir. There were provisions, of course, to 

in. The Bek sent no present, but pi-ovided 
fodder for 5 horses, besides 4 live chickens, 

s, milk, cream, and melons. This was much 
as had, been provided for us at Chariui. 

h e  Bek wa? spoken of *as fond of turning a pen';ly, 
k, ,though he had sint  no present, they said he would 
W a s e  the bridlei other beks had given me. I had 
bore  than I wanted, and offered him two by the hand 
raf the Toksaha, for which he gave me two-thirds of 
what I asked. I had an offer dso at the place-for a 
pair of my horses, but not knowing whether I might 
sot want them beyond Petro-Alexandrovsk, I declined 
to sell fwsless than &3 each, and took them on. T h e  
Toksaba bad told us at Ildjik, as the reason for giving 
us drily three men instead of the eight we had had from 
Cbrjui, that his men had run away ; but we learned a t  
~Kabakli that it was a falsehood, for he had only three, 
04 whom one was ill I cannot say that I liked this 
~ffilcial, and 1 was accordingly glad to give him his 
w d  when he desired to return. 
3r .The journey before us to the Russian frontier ' 

& m d  Ust-Uchak measured by the bed of the -. 
&ym I 1 3  miles. We launched forth at 7. ro on a 
w n g  cloudy, but not windy, and after rowing 7 
@k, passed on our left the. ruins of Katta-kala, and ' 
d t ~ t  7 miles more, arrived at 10 o'clock at the Bish 
$randja% tugai, with the ruins of Uch-Keran (seem- 
ingly also called Kavakli), on the left bank, whilst 
mpposite are two ruined castles, with a legend worthy 
& the banks of the Rhine. 

'One is called Kyz-kala, or Makden fortress, and the 
d e r  that of her ,lover, Im- or Djiguitt-kala. The - 

3 endary origin of these two was given me as follows : 
out 400 years ago there lived a princless, who did . 

mot wish to be married, whereupon she ran away'into 
she Steppe, and built Kyz-kala, wherein to live in single 
Wessedness. Her  lover followed, and erected Djiguitt- 
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kaIa near, but to no purpose ; for the damsel 
obdurate. Soon, however, it came to. pass 
was at a loss for water, and determined to 
subterranean way to the river ; but the Iover 
this, and stopped it up, whereupon the' prince 
her lover after her, and they were never heard! 

At 10.15 we came to three boats near'the b, 
8 miles from the lovers' fortresses we passea oa 
left hand, the ruins of Eshik-rabat, in a mgai '05 
name, a ~ l d  a little further on were the .r ' 
fortress and tomb, named after a saint, one K 
baba. Opposit'e is the large Shurtankali tug& 4 
along the bank, and on the map is marked ,tbs 
ferry, the first below the one at Kabakli, w&&~.-. 
the side of the place we landed, we bad hkb 
Turkoman barge proceeding in the same d i r e q j k . ~  
ourselves. At 3.20, the banks on the  rig& :&- 
to be from 40 to 50 feet high, and sandy . ' : . iYM 
here went ashore to find some large s t o n e s , i f w  
whereon to rest his kettle in the boat d u r i q  
operations, but he was obliged to return d -1-  
of earth. At 4.15 we had on our right 
tugai, where we saw a shepherd with a st 
but straight, the Bokhariot staff having no cro 

At sunset the men wished to stop. 
deavoured to prevent, reminding them th 
was offered on condition of their bringing 
Alexandrovsk in three days. They said, how 
the mud banks rendered navigation perilous,, 
and they drew to land ; but hearing them 
Turkoman boat, which left Kabakli before us,ih 
only an hour before, theyput off again, c a q  
craft, and stoppd alongside for the night. 

I suppose that our men sought the company 
friendly Turkoman boat as a precaution . 

robbers, for we were now in the most dange 
of our course. Our men were evidently skq  -A 
travelling after dark. One evening 'they w i w ~ . h  
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.*on after six o'clock, and, in answer to my . 

i ~ g  them on, they replied by a threefold a k 
&* 1 'was in the first place the guest of yrnent!- t e Emir ; 
&ndly, the guest of the Kush-beggi ; and, thirdly, 
1%. guest ' of their own Bek. Consequently, being 
'i#ponsible for our safety, they did not like to ven- 
,#ate further for that night. Tekkes, however, were 
-,the only fses we had to fear, for just before going 
m rest one tjight, Yakoob came fmm shore to say they, 
[thought there were wolves about, and asked me to let 
.offJ 2 or 3 pistol-shots to scare them away. I emptied 
3 b a r d s  of my revolver into the air. Whether or no 
h e  woIvas were frightened I know not, but the horses 
-re, and it was well they did not take it into their 
heads .to break loose. 

We -started on Tuesday morning at 6.'15, and soon 
a f v  saw a jackal (they calI it skakal) on the left bank. 
kt18 we breakfasted, on coffek, cream, col'd chicken, and 
Bread arid butter; and at, 10 our head cook came for 
erders for dinner. I said, { '  Soup as yesterday ; a 
boiled chicken ; and, for a third course, rice-pudding, 
vith milk and eggs and sugar, T o  be served at one." 
-&We .had met, an hour and a half before, a boat with -"T rough-looking crew, from whom we had ob- 
~ a e  , by borrowing, begging, stealing, or some law of 
exchange unknown to me, an extra man and a kettle, 
concerning which latter, when -the dinner came, we 
asked no questions, but ate' what was given us. We 
were now becoming somewhat accustomed to roughing 

, ir, and, besides, the weather ' was becoming more 
agreeable. 

At I I o'clock we went on shore, near the hut of a 
solitary fisherman, who, to my surprise, had in his ' 
..possession a Russian breech-loading rifle, the only one, 
'ss far as I remember, that we saw in the Bokhara 
Khanate. He had shot-some wild animals and caught 
$ young hawk, which he sold me. They snare hawks 
and young eagles by tying a sparrow on a fishing net, in 
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the meshes of which the biid of prey, as k; 
his quarry, entangles his claw-s. i- . 

I liked the men we had from KatraUi- 
any of the previous sets. T 
only as good 'as his word, but better 
to the three men from Ildjik, who were . 
foward with us, he gave us' th 
(or Yessau1)-Bashi, or centu 
mad, and a Mirza, o r  se 
two, as well as Yakoob, I think, occ 
turn at an oar as volunteers, and I made 
them in calling them to 
them with questions. T h  
rise in April, is high - in 
highest in June," and lowest at the end 

- The Mirza carried about him, in a 
.Chinese-looking box, his trade imp 
ink, penknife (truly so called), and 
to cut paper. I was taken with his 
so made that the hole for thumb a 
placed not by the side of, but beh 
thus the instmment, when not op 
half an inch at the widest part. He 
them for an English +n and pen 
them to my c~llection of curiosities. 
supposed to be educated I 
on religious matters, a n d  among 
notions of a future life. He sai 
so he remains until the resur 
being flat, the dead grow out o 
divides the bad from the gb 
hell, and the good to heaven. Heaven is a 
where persons live immortal, and where 
fulfilIed ; but )then the Mirza added, what - 

Thus it might be said of the Oxus, as of the oldan, th 
low& all his banks atl the time of harvest '' ($oahlla iii 
rivers being fed by the melting of snow on the mountains 
sources--the Lebanon and the -Pamir. 
i An old style. 
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fith the 'foregoing statement, that the creditor there 
might s,eek out his debtor, and though he could not 
&mand his money, yet if the debtor were a good man, 
and the creditor a sinner, the creditor might take away 
the virtue of all the debtor's good deeds, so appropri- 
ating them as to be saved thereby. 

' I n  the course of the day the men asked permission 
to sing Bokhariot and Turkornan song,s, and, of course, 
we consented. One man, for yant  of a tambourine, 
took a basin, and they sang the praises of their heroes, 
but Turkoman singing is very monotonous. - 

Our gondoliers told us on Tuesday night that we  
had made during the day 1 2  tashes, as also, they said, 
I I tashes the ' day before ; but we put little confidence 
ip their statements, since they seemed to reckon pretty 

- much, by the rule of thumb. Starting next morning,' 
however, at 6.15, in two hours .and a half we came 
*ithin sight of Uch-Uchak. 

Uch-Uchak derives its name from " three hills," 
whereon they fancifully say a kettle might be placed as  
on a tripod. Here, .at 9.45, we went ashore, the  
centurion's business being to look after a man, who 
had under cultivation r 30 acres of linseed, besides other 
amps. In the previous year he had sowed one batman 
of . s ed ,  and reaped, they said, a hundred batmans, '- 

but this year the floods had destroyed his harvest, and 
he professed to have reaped nothing. Consequently 
the Bek had told the " Issaul," or centurion, to look at 
the land.. The farmer was found and presented to us, 
and a very rough object he was, without stockings, 
and with a skin resembling leather. He was reported, 
however, to empIoy I 2 men, and lived in the village, so- 
called, of Uch-Uchak, nor visible from the river. A t  
3. I 5 we had, on our left, the Sadivar ruins, and opposite, 
on the right bank, the ruins of'Meshekli, whese c13y walls 
and towers form a small square. At thc time of the 
Russian invasion, in 1873, these were said to have been 
well preserved, and apparently not long deserted. At 
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4 0'doc-k the Mirza went on shore, prokaedlf to ga 
melons, but I fancy to execute some uther com- 
mission. I followed him for some distanw, through 

, reeds, long grass, and bushes of tamarisk, but found 
him going too far, and returned. 

This gave me a short opportunity of seeing some- 
thing of the vegetation on the banks of the Amu. I t  
is poor enough, and gepera1Iy saline. Where the 
banks are not inundated one meets with scrub jungle, 
and thickets of briars. Also, where the banks are 
inundated for a season, there spring up, on the 
receding of the water, a few annuaI plants. 'These, 
with the vast beds of pampas grass, and the varie- , 
gated colours of the tamarisk, afforded occasionally 
a little relief to'  what was otherwise a dreary, and 
I must also add a lonely, landscape, for we saw 
scarcely any inhabitants. 

The Mirza came at last, bringing m e h ,  which 
did not, however, atone for the long time he kept us 

, waiting, so that our two' stoppages had been-a +decided 
hindrance; and, to make matters a little wor*,u-e ran 
aground towards evening on a mud bank. Upon this 
the men first got out and waded about tlie.river to 
find the channel, and then the horses were taken out. 
After this, the boat being floated, all- were reshipped, 
and we went on till z a'clock. ' The temperature 
during the preceding night had sunk to 36", and rose 
during the Wednesday to 87"; but a change of weather 
was coming, and on the Thursday morning a strong 
wind blew, rendering our progress slow. 

We were now approaching a remarkable 
the river, termed by the natives " Touja- 
Camel's Hump, and by the Russians Piz 
or the " Pitniak bend." I t  is perhaps 
curve of the Amu throughput its course- 
after leaving the mountains. The  arc 
miles round, and 4 miles across. 

We passed the sand barkhans on the right bank, 
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of Bazerviak opposite Uch-Tiube, and about 
Fcf r. o'clock were approaching Pitniak, and, just beyond, 
k: 4~ the right bank, the fort Kurtli (built by the 
'! ' Khivans to oppose the Russians in 1873, and from 
- ' whence the natives fled on the enemy's approach), 

when our men toId us that we were only g miles dis- 
> -  tant by land (though much further by water) from 

Petro-AIexandrovsk. I determined to escape the slow 
journeying by boat, and to proceed on horseback, the 
Mirza and Centurion undertaking to bring us there. 
Accordingly we  charged Yakoob to accompany the 
tarantass, and to bring it, with all our belongings, to 
Petro-Alexandrovsk, whilst Sevier and I, and the two 
Bokhariots, were to ride. 

I little knew what we were undertaking ; but we 
started in excellent spirits. Our horses,' after standing 
s o  long in a leaky boat, were delighted to use their 
kegs. The Centurion had asked Yakoob privately, 
'before we started; whether we were fast riders or slow, 
and, as Yakoob told him unhesitatingly the former, we 
s e t  off at a dashing pace. Our route at first lay over 
a desert almost as bad as the sands of Sundukli, save 

. sBat here and there were bushes of tamarisk, but no 
-, &prints were visible. fit length w e  recognized the 

m c k s  of camels' feet, and knew that we had struck 
h d  K hiva-Bokhara caravan-route. Then, turning to 
ahe left, we entered the cultivated region of Ak-Kamysh, 
Isupplied with water by aryks from the ri ht bank of P the  river beyond the point where we had eft it. UTe 
passed ?lurkoman farms with hvlis, or fortress-like 
farm-hauses, and had gone ori some miles when the 
Centurion and I, being ahead, missed Sevier and the 
Mirza. A t .  first I thought nothing of it, supposing 
they would catch us up, but when this did not happen 

a I began to get uneasy. The Centurion galloped 
about, but couId see nothin of them. At length we 
mounted a knoll, and saw t f em coming, Sevier in the 
galIop having lost his overcoat, had gone back to seek 
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and fortunately to find it. As the afternoon 
we had ridden fast, I began to think the g B o k h  
miles were uncommonly long ones, and matters 4 
worsened by the fact of our being unable to a&*+ 
questions. We could only make signs to our g u a  
who 1 was afraid did not know the way, and, if*&# 
did, could communicate nothing: They kept poinr 
ahead, and, as the sun began to go down, I sak 
the horizon a belt of trees that reminded me .of .W 
planted by the Russians at Tashkend and Vierny, & 
from the nodding of the men we throught we must& 
within sight of our destination, My Diotrephes ;a 
tained his character, and kept on well ahead; *b:% 
was bitterly disappointing, when almost dark,,;h& 
reaching the trees, to find we were not at the end d 1;181 
our journey. Moreover, it now grew cold, and "&e 
fun of the thing" was all gone, to say nothing d 
want of food. . , - -n 

At length we came to a collection of houses, tad 
could make out from the men that i t  was S u r a k W  
which is about 5 miIes east of the river. I.& M 

nearly dark when we passed throu h the baapr, 4 
which looked very small, but remarkab f y strange, si& 
many of the houses were built in havli fashion, t h q $  
opening on to the street. ,The place appeared empty, 
and we lboked in vain for signs of Russians. P re sedp  
beyond the bazaar, we crossed an aryk by a wcm& 
bridge that was unmjstakabIy of European build, @ 
this revived our spirits for a moment, thinking we ma&-1 a 
be near Petro-Alexandrovsk. But a greater trial. d 
our faith awaited us ; +hen, passing on, we seemd& 
leave every human being behind, and  were m a k e  
once more for the desert, and to travel there, toe, ii- 
the dark ! I confess to not liking this, for the g w  
were unable to give us any idea how much further m 
had to go ; we were leavine habitations behind fix 
sand in front, and I had heard too much of Purkomanp :;,g 
to have unbounded faith in their honesty. I t  was 0f 
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U Up STA Y AT PETAD-ALEXANDsP 0 VSE. ... 
, , :,. I -! , . '  

B~ .+hat -rolit.&hornewards ?-'J'h 
social' evening at the 

- - qetro-Alcxandrovslr 
c~i.mey.~--&-rival ' of .;,& =Its !of gible work 

$&,i$-,. -, , , ' _ '  

)?$u ESTION { o f '  prime importance to be dir-;-lr 
. . . .I . I cussed.'on pur arrival at Petro-Alexaadrovsk '.I 

was; '" How.. should we 
lighted for a moment upon a 
" many ' miles . from everyw 

' 

desert-locked, that we could not pr 
ti& without crossing hundreds of 
were miles west of Tashken 
there is a route, oh Russian 

. - Sujjpose, by Conolly whe 
Kholiarid, and striking the 
Jjzakh. Another route attai 
Ta.$hkeiid-Orenburg post-trac 
just, mentioned as far as the Bukan-Tau, and then: . I 
proceeding north through Irkibai,-the difficult road ' ' , 

that was so brayely taken by MacGahan, the corre- . ' {i 
,'spondent of the New Yo& HiraZrZ, at the time of the , . j.; 
.. Rijs~ian conquest of Khiva. Or, once more, if I wished , 

t&'return b y  Orenburg, there was $the comparatively 
easy road'taken' by the late Captain Burnaby on his I 
ride fpm Khiva. 'I infer its coiparative ease becau 

8 .  . . ' 
. . , - - 

. . F$J@ytf8'm;*mmI'- . 

. . .  
<. . , 

, - >; ., : :.& , ;&A& 
:- , >$C~lm-.dL-& 



~ a d a m e  Grotenhielm told me she accomplished it 
in the depth of winter. I t  is very common in Asiatic 
Russia, when a Iady or gentleman is travelling alone, 
to seek for a poj~tchik, or companion, which, among 
other advantages,. halves the expense for the hire of 
horses. Whether Madame had inquired for afoputchik 
I know not, but she told me that at Kazalinsk, or 
some preceding station, they had mentioned to her 
that there, was a lady and an English captain, both 
journeying independently to Petro-Alexandrovsk, and 
she was asked .if she would like a travelling companion. 
Madame joined the lady ; and thus, whilst the English 
officer, who was none other than the late Captain 
Burnaby, was doing his " ride to Khiva," these two 
ladies, unprotected, were accomplishing a similar thing, - 
but travelling in a tarantass drawn by a camel. 

This, I was told, must be my method of progression, 
and the only one possible if I wished to go forward 
with my tarantass. The distance to Kazalinsk would 
be 4 m  miles, taking, at the least, I x or I 2 days, and 
beyond Kazalinsk was another sandy tract of 180 
miles, that rnvstmbe traversed similarly before coming 
to a road where horses could speed forward my 
carriage. Matters, too, just then were made tempora- 
rily worse owing to the postal service having broken 
down through the contractor coming to grief finan- 
cially. I had heard at Tashkend with what difficulty 
and expense private horses could be obtained to cover 
the disorganized portion of the road ; and though I had 
it in my favour that General Chernaieff had recently 
travell~d by .the post-road to Tashkend ; that the 
Kirghese' would be wandering along the line with 
their horses to winter quarters; and further, chat General 
Grotenhielm would do all in his power to help me 
forward,-yet I could not but see that to proceed to 
Orenburg promised to be a long business. 

Besides, I did not wish to return by Orenburg. 
From the day I left London my heart had been set 
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upon crossing the Ado-Caspian desert. Some 
thought the project for me impossible. Another 
considered it so dan erous, owing to the uncertainty 
of the Turkomans, w 6 o one day may be amicabIe, and 
on the next bloodthirsty, that he strongly counselled 
me not to venture, even though the authorities at 
Petro-Alexandrovsk should pronounce it safe. The  
Governor-General at Tashkend offered no opinion, 
but said General Grotenhielm would advise me. 
Meanwhile we heard of two parties of Europews 
who, as travellers and without a military escort, bad 
accomplished the journey in safety. The first was a 
doctor, and an engineer, Russians, with an Armenian . 
clerk, who left Petro-Alexandrovsk in March of the 
previous year, and crossed by the most direct route, 
past the well Charishli to Krasnovodsk, the q60 miles 
needed for this being too great a temptation to them, 
compared with the longer Kazalinsk route, even though % 

people thought .it risky, and called them madmen. 
An account of their journey was published in the 
Peiersbxrg Y~dbmost, 2 3rd March (4th April), I 882. 
Sevier translated the account for me as we floated 
down the Oxus ; but, from the hills of sand that were 
mentioned, it seemed clear we could not cross this way 
in our tarantass. The second party alluded to con- 
sisted of Messrs. Capus and Bonvalot, who crossed by 
the same route six months later. 

If, then, two Russians had accomplished the journey 
and two Frenchmen, why not also two Englishmen ? 
The General thought it safe, and, besides the novelty 
of the route, it promised not only to save me time, but 
to take us towards the Caucasus, where I was anxious 
to see how fared, in the prisons and hospitals, the 
distribution of Bibles I had set on foot there in I $80, 
and which I have since learned has been cartied out. 
Another circumstance favourable to my going to the 
Caspian was that the General was about to despatch 
his monthIy letter to Krasnovoask, to be forwarcld 
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had come over the scene next morning! -.The 
were frosted, the ground and water frozen, 
fresh wind of yesterday had increased to a 
become, so coId, that I thought somewhat 
what it would be to cross the desert in such 
This, they said, was the beginning of winter, 
I had better prepare; and so it seemed, 
soldiers were walking in sheepskins, and ci 
their fur collars turned up, and looking the r 
cheerful. As I had nothing warmer than 
shawl,-my Ulster being in the tarantass, 
clothed me in a thick officer's overcoat, 
uniform, after morning tea at his house, took 
see the I '  lion's." 

Pet ro-Alexandrovsk was not ten years 
date of my visit, but Iooked as Russian as other 
of its class, forming a great ,contrast to the 
houses of the Asiatics. Here was a huge sq 
enough for a parade ground, and the do 
few inhabitants were so spread around as 
quite a journey from one part of the little t 
other. The troops, at the time of my visit, 
my notes thus : 2 battalions (~,ooo), 4 sotni 
and a .battery of artillery (350) ; but my memo* does I 
not serve me as to whether the fi res in brackets are 
comprehensive or distributive. TE principal hilding 
of the place, on one side of the square, is the fortress, 
with a somewhat imposing gateway, built upon the site 
of 'a house and garden once belonging to  an u k I e  of 
the Khan'of Khiva. A wail surrounds the fork, and 
within are the Gpvernor's house and public sffices, 
besides officers' quarters. Autumn was too .6r ad- 
vanced to leave any beauty in the trees and gardens, 
in which latter generally, at Petro, the rose is ik only 
flower cultivated. But the last rose of summer had 
long since disappeared, though one could -imagine dhe 
trees to afford a grateful shade in the earlier part, of 
the year. 
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e visited first the haspid,  with 80 beds. Each 
of the-nomads of the provinte pays 2s. 6d. yearly, 

which the Iocal government provides for the repair 
'!?d'toads and IxidgGs. and a hos~ital.  dis~ensarv, Land a ' ?- ~'&ool. The natives, however, fiid- their lchildrin too 
;> valuable to spare them from work, so that there were 
r' irr the Sart school only I j boys. The girls are not 
' taught at all. Hence only a small proportion of the 

natives can .read. For the Russians at Petro they 
' have-a school of two classes, containing 40 scholars. 

Besides the foregoing there was in the town a public 
bath,' which we patronized, and, let me not fail to . 
add, a general shop, where we laid in provisions, also 
a lamern, a pail, and a kettle, for we were now to " do 
for ourselves " in a very practical sense of the phrase. 
It was desirable, however, that we should not purchase 
here such things as we could get in Khiva, because of ' 

qhe trouble of carriage. Shall I add the prices of 
articles in this out-of-the-way part of the world ? 
Rusks, the staff of life to the desert traveller, cost IS. 

. . p r  Ib., and biscuits 1s. 5d. ; candles 2od. Native 
artifles, however,, were cheaper ; mutton g d ,  beef ~ t d .  
XJ nd., grapes from 2 to 5 farthings, and butter 2s. 
@r lb. Carrots and potatoes, $a'. per lb. We thou ht 

1 ~s'+*hould get potatoes at Khiva, but were fis- 
appointed. Eggs cost $a! each, and cabbages from 
10s. to 18s. a hundred. Prices of other things, not in 
w r  line, were, 3s. gd. per yard fbr camlet for ladies' 
dresses;' saxaul for fuel, I 6 lbs, for rd ; burnt bricks 3os. 
ta 405., and dried 4s. to 6s. per x,m. Monthly wages 
of' women-sewants at Petro-Alexandrovsk stood at 

, I ~ s . ,  and of a coachman &I,  each with food ; a horse's 
food costing 14s. a month. 

. We had *beenr favouped with some private introduc- 
5 lions to officers, and amongst dthers to Captain KryIoff, :'': * This was the finest matanal of h a d  $& camel's hair I had seen, 
-1 . a d  very different from the thick camel's hair-cloth made into a rison :- p m m t  I bought in Siberia, than WL* the ~aptirt-could laray 

ave had anythlng coarser (Matt. iii. 4). 
2 9 

I 
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whom we visited. He wouH have liked to ac 
us across the Aralo-Caspian desert, but he w 3 
bed. Another officer, who proved a valuable a 
ance, was Lieutenant-Colonel, Pevtzoff, who, Igacl 

,- 
a couple of water-barrels. We did no; fully dd,d 

not .so desikble. A native, too, was preskntdi& 

Un the morning after our arrival we were 
&looking for Yakoob, but no news came of the t 
al l  that day, nor was it rill Saturday, the 
ing, about noon, that it arrived, whereupon 

. promised presents to the men, by the C e n t u r h h  
the Mirza, and gave them a letter to the Bek. 3 4 
now to become salesman, as hitherto a buyer, d 
get rid of my tarantass and two of my 
not very canny in selling  lie animals, 
came to look at them I asked only &6 for 
H e  took the better of' them, and obligingly 
that I had asked too little. I did better &.dl 

tarantass, which had actompanied me for 5,000 
for I now sold it for more than half as much 
it cost me. I t  was cheap, however, even 

- - - . - - - A A 

purchaser at such a' distance from the place 

that I mYiht take the roubles if no one wod4Tgid 
, more. Being in a corner I was obliged to a- 

offer, -but 'it was satisfactory even then to be a 
score on the right side. ' 

I had now to make arrangements for the tr 
of ourselves and baggage across rhe desert. 
Governor kindly interested himself, and arranged'q 
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'&e' man Tailly that he should go forward and hire 
~ m I s  for us. The next need was a native inter- 

A '. eter, for Yakoob's engagement extended only to 
!;I r etro-Alexandrovsk. Meanwhile he  had improved 
, . " upon acquaintance, a d  I was anxious that he should 
. go on to Krasnovodsk. Like a wise man, he took time 
. to consider, and sleep upon it, with the result that on 

. the morrow he decided to g o  as far as Sary-Kamish. 
For this he was to have at the rate of ,44 per month, 
with everything found, and* I promised an additional 
present. Yakoob bought the remaining horse X had 
to sell-the vicious Arab, of whom everyone fought 
shy, for d3, so that ouc steeds were reduced to the 
two I had bought at Samarkand for Sevier and myself, 

1 and it only remained to pack four arbas, hired at 8s. 
each, to take our goods before us to Khiva 

On Sunday I asked the Governor's acceptance of 22 

\New Testaments, and about roo trdcts, the remainder, 
or thereabouts, of my stock of 5,064 Scriptures and 
32,000 other publications, given and spld since leaving 
Petersburg. I had now peen privileged to accomplish 
my heart's desire in distr~buting enough copies of the - Bible and portions thereof, so that at least one might be 
placed in every rqom of each prison and every hospital 
in .Russian Central Asia, the complement to what 1 
had done, three years before, for each prison and hbspital 
in Siberia. I had also Ieft a Iarge number to be dis- 
tributed to free- exiles passing to their remote destina- 
tions in the interior. These have been distributed as 
I wished, and thankfully read on the way, as there is 

: written testimony to show. 
1 hear that several books have fallen into other, 

. but (most suitable, hands. Many of the poorer class 
of Russians, located near Samara, where living is dear, 

P Rave lately been migrating with their families. into 
Siberia, far beyond Omsk and Tomsk. They are 
described to me as all decent, well-behaved people, a 
great many of them being abIe to read ; and my corre~ 
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, s p n d e n t  says, " It would do ome's heart go 
, how glad they are of the Bibles, and how 

they wrap them up." And well they may, 
will perhaps not have the *dance of getting 
years to cdme.- The books in quantities for 
pitals and prisons I had to leave with the aut 
and in the case of those who bought I have 
tell, because I was as one deaf and dumb, and : 
only hold up the book, and name, or poinx~~~ 
number of kopecks demanded. 

Many will be sceptical, no doubt, as to the 
worth of such an undertaking. Its value, how 
not be judged as- if it had been done now in - 
T h e r ~  was not a Bible depbt in all Turkistan 
year I went there, and the open distribution 'of, 
I wot, had never been seen there before. a Nor 
would seem to forget what has been done in, 
Russia As I walked through the Moscow 
I came to  a stall whence 300,000 tracts ha 
tributed in 40 days, and the British and F 
Society had given 10,000 copies of the G 
similarly distributed there. Again, I was c 
Ekaterineburg to meet with an agent of 
Society, who, in 8 years, had sold, 8,079 
d238. . Telling me of his difficulties in so 
said he had sometimes striven to incite i 
offering to sell a peasant a New Testame 
kopecks, and, when read, to take it back at t 
price. But, in this he had not aIways met wit 
for so densely ignorant were they, that they 
to keep the aid. in their pocker, and forego. t 
of the book. So, too, I have mentioned an 
Tashkend distributing Sci-iptures among his 

Fallow ground, therefore, is being broken 
parts of the Empire, and I have heard incide 
travellers, who have been in Siberia after' me 
books I left are exceedingly valyed. The p; 
tures distributed in Siberia and Centrat - A 

. . 
-1.' 
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; agents of the British a,nd- Foreign Bible Society in 
_ r881, increased in 1882 sixfold, to 14,638, and of three 
* '  causes contributing to this, .the Committee were good 

.enough to reckon my-efforts as one. I am hopeful, 
therefore, that my labour has not been in vain, and I 
am still more -hopeful of what is to follow, for the 
experience of all ages has been that those. who submit , 

themselves to the teaching of the Bible are elevated, 
improved, and blessed thereby. I strongly urged upon 
the Committee, in 1879, the hastening of what they 

* had long been contemplating, namely, the opening of 
a depbt in Siberia, and, what is better, I have been 
able to find a Finnish nobleman, who for this purpose - 

was willing to give up his father's home and family, - 
and go into voluntary exile to irkutsk. A depbt is now 
opened there ; I ,048 eopies were sold during the first 

8 three weeks, and .by the latest report of the Bible 
, ' Smiety (for I 883-4) I perceive that Tomsk, Blagovest- 

chensk, Kiakhta, and even Yakutsk are indicated as 
+ future centres around which colpo,rteurs may travel 

with the Word of Life. To have initiated or helped 
forward such a work, therefore, I count an  honour to 
be remembered through Iife, and I was thankful for 
the point attained to at Petro-Alexandrovsk.# 

'Some weeks after writing the foregoing paragraphs 
I happened to pick up part of a report of the Bible 
Society ( I  882-3), and my eye chanced to fall on the 

. following :- 

" A MLV OF THE WORW ARRESTED. 
" A  worldly man in a good position, but alienated from God, was in 

Helsingfors on business, when he received a telegram from his wife, 
saying that his favourite child was d 'ng, and that if he wished to see 
her alive. he must hasten home. G e  set off with his heart full of 
bitterness against God, so much so that he cried out as he sat in the 
sledge, ' Thou mayest take my child, but me Thou shalt never have ! ' 

* From the last report I iee the circulation from the new Tashkend 
d e t ,  for 1883, amounted to 3,202 copies, and for Siberia and Central 
Asla combined, 10,864 copies, besides the circulation effected in Khivz 
and Bokhara by colporteurs from the Caspian, as will be mentioned 
hereafter. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

FR QM PETRO-ALEX4NDRO VSK TO KHIVA . 
Departure with the Khivan Consc1.-Journey to the OXUS and crossing- 

Arrival' at h k i .  -Extraordlna sepulchres.-Our lunch and - , native foai.-The f i i v a n  oasis anyits gadens.-~xriva~ in K h i ~  
at the house of the Divan-be gi.-His antecedents and visit.- d Iwpection of his premises.- ur visit to the Khan.-Burnaby's 

,, " Ride to Rhiva." 
' I  

E left Petro-Alexandrovsll on Monday morning, w October p t h ,  at 7 o'clock, having broken 
our fast, not with beefsteaks and coffee as an English- 
man would. before starting for a 40-mile ride, but on 
tea and biscuits, which is the usual be inning of a 
Russjan day's eating. The ground an f trees were 

- covered with rime. Diotrephes was fresh after ahrec 
&ys' rest, and he and 1 s o w  agreed upon a gallop- 
Sqier was ready to follow, but the rest of the party 
w e d .  We were escorted by an old Uzbeg whom 
the General called "the Consul,".a djiguitt, and two or 
three followers, all of them natives. The Consul was 
a sort of representative of the Khan at Petro-Aiexan- 
drovsk, so that when the Russian authorities had any 
communication to make with his Highness, it was x 
done thrdugh this man. The General spoke of him 
not quite as his lackey, indeed, but he bade me iix the 
time I would start in the morning, and he would then 

. 
- 

" tell the Consul to be +ready to take me," and so on, 
* Accordingly, when I found my attendants lagging, I 

sent back to urge them to mend their pace; but the 
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Consul sent me word that he was a man of im 
and that to hurry would be beneath his 
Whereupon I examined him attentively. 
more than three-score years, dressed in a 
outer khaIat, edged with fur, and two khalas 
confined t by , a  girdle with an agate clasp, fro 
were 'suspended two knives, a hone, and scis 
last stampql"' London." He  wore a very tall, 
hat,:l think of Kara-Kul lambskin, and out of 9 t 
peeped a piece of blue cloth H e  was mounted 
taH Turkoman horse, yhose tapering neck was 

. like a lady's waist, with silver straps, the'bri 
being mohnted with silver and with agate.. 

r chance, spoken to Madame von ~ r o t e n h i e h  

'him&l~no 'airs. 
In my own case I modified' the Qnwal?s 

I in a-counGY where to me almost everything was  
.'Our route, at starting, lay far 7 :miles to  the-: 

west. ~arallel with the Amu, and about :: from ibs 

.h ick ,  and djacent tombs, sqmk of them being partly 
-c&vered' with vegetation, whilst' others *ere. Limokr 

mounds' of clay. Oh coming oppbsite to 
I 

ferry we turned to the left at right angles, h d ,  
.'inir four narrod canals. bore down straight 

the inch, the river's width at tLe fetry is >f v 
'and t i t  m k  -.. us,.about an hour to cross. We 
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all the way, but. were three tiples landed on 
nds that look small in the map, but whose area in 

case was sufficientIy large to lead m e  to think, in 
ng out -of the b a t ,  that we had 

... +When this was really t h e  case we rode ac 1. b u n t r y  till +ra45, and then began the fie 
, hlled Khiva " gardens " ; this word being a 
'- the  fashion that one speaks in Kent of hop 
-only that the Khivan acres are ,not a tent 
-The 4tch5s round the fields were skirted 

- djida;.atd p l l a rd  mulberry trees. . At r I 
. .Khankit where Vambery spent a night in the Kalanter 

.Khaite, or* quarter for dervishes, and where Captain 
-&maby slept in the house of the governor. 

, . j  Diotrephes and I, ahead as usual, approached 
+e; t$wn we came to a cetnetery, and seeing some of the 
tbmbs in a very dilapidated condition, I had the curio- 
$ty to dismount and peep within, when, to my surprise, 

1 ,  1 saw two or three skulls and other bones lying on the 
r surface, % if they had never been put beneath the 
7 F u n d .  And this I gathered is semerimes the case. 

. 

'I could hardly believe Yakoob, on his coming up, 
1 1  l a b  &st he said this, because in such a hot country 

'*@&red , to me that the effluvia of a graveyard would 
. b But be said that it was so even in Bo- 

fi; where the graveyards do'srnell offensively in 
, At Samarkand he said the graves are made 

. Lfeer 
dep 

but that at Ookhara, as  at Khanki, there 
:, Pr'lack wrn, and hence the practice alluded to. 

,kfar&ver, h e  added that the same vaults qre used over > qain,  the  bo&s of the former occupants being pushed 
into a corrier to make way for the new corpse, which 

I might have -been the case with the three skulls I saw 
in one tomb ; 'or, again, it seemed they may have been 
originally placed there t@ether.* 

7 .  - * May not this illustrate I Kings xiii. 3 I : " When I am dead, then 
bury me in the sepulchre wherein the man of God is buriep: lay my 
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took the bones out of the sepulchres and l m r d  
' .A 

Lunch was prepared for us at Khanki, in a 
house with farm buildings, and we squatted 
fire on the hearth in the centre of the room. 
the Consul a glass ef my English tea, which', 
keenest approbation. They used to get i4;  hid 
Indian tea, but ,the Russians have practical 
out of the market by a prohibitive duty. 
suendv the natives drink "preen tea," as th 

nounced, however, (' Green tea is good ; 
..is better ; but fhi tea would make one a tK 
5 camel ' ! 'V observed. on the hearth a 

bq 
of tongs, so clumsy that. I thought to get the< 
a curiositv. and I asked the Consul whether t h d  

bones beside his bones" ; or, again, the hurried tbruatinp.'s 

not our fashion of ~ u i t i n ~  beneath f i e  m u n d  : sgalso in -t 

the reading of the Koran. The. next day the same t h i q  @ 
The third day, after mprning prayer, the mourners go stralg 
mosque to the requiems, and again listen to recitations from 
and then, hawing eaten, diaperse. Requiems -are repeat 
days, On the occasion of yearly fesbvala the women co 
grave, and, with wailings and lamentations, call up mem 

not hear of these in connectiG with Central h i +  h e r -  

Those who a;sernble at the Guiems  g-i& fir the ---a 
-> - - - - ~  - -~ - . , -  -~ - -  - ~ -  - -  - - -  ---- 

~ndeed,  one could easily pidture neglecte8 lunatics t 
,-empty sepulchres, like those I saw, and 'Lcorning out of 

exceeding fierce, so that no manemight pass by that way '' (M 
a Kings xxiii. 16. 

t, 

'Wrn @@ ~mW:@ .'. . ' , -. : .  , . ;: , ~ ,  . . 
.,; , , , . , ?  - I.*. - *A. - - .:. ll-.2 ,, d I X  , ; ::;-?a !;di ,;A 



- - FROM PETRO-ALEX'rlNDRO VSK T O  KHIVA. 
1 

' Ee purchased in Khiva. He said " Yes," or they would 
make a pair like the E n  lish to order ; but I told him 

- I was anxious to take t f e native article, with a view 
- to  improving the English taste! This joke tickled 

the fancy of the old fellow, who had already thawed 
under the influence of tea, and his tongue wagged 
apace. 1 

They gave us at Khanki same gravy soup, which was 
thought a delicacy, and, after resting for an hour and 
a quarter, we resumed our journey under a bright sun, 
but without sufficient power to melt the rime and thin 
ice on the ponds. About 5 miles from Khanki we passed 
the ruins of Nakhaia, a small stronghold ; then, 5 miles 
beyond, the village Gudja ; and, 3 miles further, another 
village, Nadubak, For the first hour we had gardens 
right and left, and then came a patch of unoccupied 

needing water only to make it fruitful, as  was 
from the portions of it enclosed and inigated, 

giving a lively picture of garden and desert side by 
side, with only a wall dividing. In  my note-book I 
have marked the road to Khiva as traversing gardens, 
desert, and steppe, for we saw some of each though we 
were supposed to be passing through, a rich country. 

I was reminded of the arid character of the soil by 
~ n y  horse making for a water-trough at the side of the 
road, which was unhappily empty, and we had to g o  

, some distance further, not seeing a road-side pool, o r  
stream, till we came to what they called a Sart station, 
where jvater was drawn from a well for our animals. 
\ye saw cattle in two or three places near the numerous 
fortified farm-houses, or Waviis, and, as we drew near to 
Rhiva, rhet a large number of arbas returning from 
market. At sunset we came in sight of the city, and 

. beholding, with satisfaction, its towers and minarets 
standing out against a reddened sky, we entered the 
gates at half-past 5. They called the distance 60 
versts, or 40 miles, but by neither of my fnaps can 1 
make it more than 50 versts. Captain Burnaby rode 





n Khiva and Khanki,'a distance he calls 60 (but 
should h& 30) versts, in 6 hours, so 1 suppose we 

done fairly well in  accomplishing 50 versts in 8 
s, excluding rest, and crossing the Oxus. Any- 

was the lon est day I had spent in the saddle, 
- H as t h h u g h  y tired. 
. ':They tonducted us .through many streets, nearly 
- mpt y  at dusk; though, of the few inhabitants that 
'1 mere about, some saluted us, and I observed one man, 
an re~bgnizing~the Consul, formally descend from his 
brse. After winding about a long time we came to 
the hwse--or shall I call it palace ?+f no less a person 
ihan .Matmurad, the Divan-beggi, or prime minister of 

-the Khaa, We passed through sundry courts and 
ts, and entered the guest-room, where I fancy 

ussian embassies are usually lod ed. I t  was less -rg P 'ental, but more comfortable, t an the rooms we 
pied . at Bokhara. The windows were glazed, 

em was a petchka, and an iron stove, also a table at f 
. Mich one could sit without having to stoop unduly. On 
rhis was a Russian lamp, and in the room two clocks, 
e i ~ ~ h  bearing fahe witness against its neighbour, and 

1. J ~ @ I  being many hours wrong. At one end of the 
g'-r was a divan, and in the opposite wall were 

-red niches containing sundry Russian confections, 
.a wine and champagne bottles. T h e  last agreed 
-ridis whisper I heard at Petro that( champagne was 
e ' c a b o m d  at the most orthodox court of the Khan, 
Muhmrnadan though he be. From this apartment 

. ancurtained doorway led to what was to be my bed- 
- . Tk walls were papered, and adorned with a 

mirror and Turkoman carpets, the most noteworthy 
- object in the room being a large bedstead, stretching 

lengthwise all across- the room, with a gateway into it. 
.It must have been a peculiar bed, however, whereon I 

. could not have slept that night, and when I awoke in 
the morning my limbs had not perfectly recaveredsirom 
the effect of the previous day's exertion. L 
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Soon after breakfast we received a visit from.our old 

. 
' 

conductor, the Consul, and our host Matmura 
had thoughtfully spared us a visit immediately.%: 
arrival. This ~ a t m u r a d ,  it should be observe$-;6s a 
man whose name will go  down to posterity iqi the 
pages of MacGahan and Howortfi. At the ti& of 
the Russian conquest there was a division of opinion 

- among the Khan's coonseIlors. Some urged.- sub- 
mission, but Matrnurad, having headed the &ant 

- party, and being very hostile to Russia, was 'ept a 
prisoner to Kazalinsk, and thence, as he told A, ,to 
Kaluga in Russia, his son Polvan, in his a-ce, 
taking his place at court. Subsequently M a t a r a d  
was allowed by the conquerors to return, after h i c h  
he was reinstated as Divan-beggi, " next untiji' the 
Khan, and great among the Khivaas, and accept&?& 
the multitude of his brethren." * 

Matmurad asked about my health 
and I told him what thin s I desired, 
them some photographs, i f possible, of 
knew some Russians had taken. He replied, 

whither going, and what the object of my 
further, hearing that I had been round the 
wished to know which country I Iiked best. 

that there bere none to be had. I then invited 
ask me questions, whereupon he inquired whence'f 

I said -England, whereupon he asked if the 
England were good and hospitable. I rep1 
" Not more hospitable than here, but better e 

'and as to their being good, I quoted one thing 
England is conspicuous above every nation o f t  
in that she spends yearly more than half a ml 

. money in carrying the means of improvement an 
gious enlightenment to the ignorant and heathen 
of the earth. On hearing that I had clistributed 5 
books in Siberia, he asked, "What book?" I 
mentioned the Bible, saying that 1 could give. 

Esther x. 3. 
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and Arabic, but that it was not printed in 

e were then informed that the Khan wouId receive 
n about four hours, and after that we might go and 
the city. I therefore asked to be allowed in the 

aterim to look over our host's premises, which had 
for us this advantage sver those we occupied at 

) Bokhara, that they were not apartments occupied by 
; * our noble selves merely, but by a great man's family : and servants, They told us there were in. the estab- 

lishment the 4 wives and j sons of the Divan-beggi, 
and IOO men-servants and their wives ; but so l~t t le  
did the men-servants (the only ones we saw) know of 
the w h e n ' s  quarters, that they could not tell how 
many daughters their master had, or even if there 
were any. BlacGahan says that, at the time of the 

gssian occupation, Matmurad possessed 400 slaves. 
Jithin the high walls surroundin the premises were 
a garden, several courts, and bui f dings. The houses 
were new-in fact, not quite f i n i ~ h e d ~ a n d  showed 

: unmistakably that the owner had adopted in captivity 
many Russian ideas. Matmurad's own chamber was 'i ' 

1 .- 
entered through1 an ante-room, devoid of furniture, I 

.- and almost'of light, with a prettily carved door, said 
, t u k v e  cost about £3. In the chamber was a bath, 

awl a hearth, measuring 68 inches by 40, wide enough 
- . h a bonfire. There was 1ikewise.a table, some books, 

bt porrions of the Koran, a harmonicon, and a pair 
of loves (the only ones we saw in the khanate), 'i whi st on thei wall hung bridles, guns and pistols, 

'many of them presents from the Russians. There 
was also a bedstead large enough for two persons, 
a chandelier, presented by the Khan, a huge glass 
lantern, big enough for a good-sized clock-case, and, 
as the acme of Khivan refinement, coloured glass for 
the windows. In the butler's room were birds in 
cages, musickl instruments, and a board for chess, at 
which they play skilfully. In the rnirza's, or secretary's, 
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room w k  a Sart scrct$ka, or fiddle, a ~ O O E ~ O O ~ I R ~  ,1 
goldfinch, and a hawk in training for huntimg wild 
sheep. I n ,  one of the courts was a tent,, erected 
*evidently for a permanency, and intended; '.&, its . i 
present position, for a Bek and his scribe, t h o e n e  2 

could see the convenience of such a thing in Khiva, A 

inasmuch as if the Divan-beggi's business 
to travel in the khanate, he would have a 
to carry with him.  id^^ 

Thus far we had only seen the  winter .haae,  but 'y, 
I was more interested i-n the summer hawse, not , 
yet completed. I t  had an upper story, and a t -  outlet 
on to the roof, where they commonly sit, and-.clbunge 
and talk. By mounting the roof w e  could. %sm hat 
the oilter walls were tipped, not with broken gl&but { 
yi th  thorns, and the \ d l  of the women's a p ~ e n t s  I 
-was pointed out, whilst below us 
a-pond, with adjacent trees of karagatch, 
shade would make the spot cool and ag 
summer. The  karagatch is used for carvi 
cially for the two lofty o 
palaces and great houses 
I must call the portico, covering 
platform in front of th 
A block of timber, to make su 
Khiva from £1 to £5: Our host 



- .  

_- Besides the summer house of the Divan-beggi, we 
-visited, in a different part of the premises, the house 
o r  rooms of his eldest son, and other apartment 
.reserved to another son, a good-looking boy of 1 5  
whose education was not finished, and who showed 
one of his copy-books illuminated. Near at hand, ti 
up in a court, was aG enormous ram kept-for fightin 
H e  measured 5 feet'.frbm .the horns to the extremity. 
his fat tail, 3 feet across the woolon the back, and sto 
3 feet high ; but the most interesting part, perhaps, 
the premises was the stud ydrds, a smaIl one for t 
sons' horses, where they stood in the open,' cover 
with felt from ears to tail, and a larger one for f 
steeds of the Divan-beggi. Here, we saw sorne,goo 

. Argarnaks, the biggest and strongest of Turkom 
horses. One of them cost L I ~ ,  another L24, and t 

' best, under cover in a stable, A45. The prices 
1 such horses at yetro-Alexandrovsk hqd been given 

as from E I 5 to £20, and of a cow A3 I 0s. 
After inspecting our host's premises, we were s 

for, about half-past 3, to see the Khan. Preceded 
the. Consul and another, we rode outside the 
wall, receiving here arid there a salaam, until we 

. . to'the summer palace. The Khan had not yet qultt 
'th& building, and a troop of horses were waiting, th 
. d v s  having gone within, I suppose, on business WI 

the Khan, who, 'according to Vmbery,  holds publi 
- aydie~ce for at least four hours daily, and is expecte 
to hqar the most trivial cases his subjects biing befor 

* him. The number of attendants about the buildi 
appeared greater than we had seen about the Emir 
Bokhara -.The Khan's officers were all in sheeps 
hats, clothed i n  .somewhat dowdy garments, and 
sented a poverty-stricken appearance. We were sh 
into an ante-room, and then through one court. after 
another, till we came to a room, only partially carpeted 
and scantily furnished, wherein the most prominent 
obiect was a sort of divan or bedstead, covered 
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with a Persian carpet. On this t 
sitting, with a sword and revolver before him, 
behind were three chairs piled with books. 

A- - r I 



Russians had taken. 
Of course I had read Burnaby's "Ride to Khi 

and at Petro-Alexandrovsk had been told that t 

Russia without a passport 
On reaching Khanki I asked the Consul if 

remembered the English Captain, and how it 
they him up. He did not remember him, 
said t at. for them to give him up to the Russ~ 
could not be, for that the Khan was on exceIIent t 
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asked. Matmurad if he rememembered the 
coming, but he said " No." When, how 
the Khan that the Eng 
in Khiva by rwson of 

.told him that of Colo 
H e  then asked what .was my tchin, and 

what nonplused when 
He appeqled to Mat 
him, the only court 
tchin he had never 

C 
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I *  

OUX ,STAY AT KHIVA. ':, ;, , . 1 ,  

I .  
/ 1. --.. 

My informants.-Dimensions of the khanate.-Khivan melons, and 
efforts to introduce them into England. - Khivan inhabitants, 
revenue, and foreign relations.-The sights of the town, including 
the bazaar. -Central Asian weights, measures, and traile.- 

- QoisonnC turquoise 'ewel1ey.-Kh~van industries.-The medresses . of Allah, Kuli and (dadrahirn Wan.-Pehlivan-Ata mosque and 
i its royal tombs.-Moslem pilgrimages. 

, . _ I  

WAS greatly favoured, both in Petro-Alexandrovsk . ; I and Khiva, in being brought into contact with-..' 
men such as the Russian Governor, Captain Mirba- .. 1 

daleff, and the Divan-beggi. Both the Captain and  . 
7Divan-beggi kindly permitted me  to put them thi{ughA 

, pix list of questions, so that, thanks to Mr. Sevier'sr- 
.'%a1 patience and theirs, I gained a good deal of 
=bfomation at first hand concerning native life in 
:&atd Asian towns, which, after all, is much of c ~ ~ c  

- ptttern, whether at Samarkand, Bokhara, or Khiva 
Not that I pl&ced much reliance upon Matmurad's. 

,juilgtnen~ in matters of opinion, or anything requiring 
abstract calculation, for his answer to my first question 
as to the length of Khiva from north to south showed 
that he knew nothing about figures. He replied xm 
tashes, or 530 miles, which was nearly three times too 

' much. The breadth, including the desert, he gave as 
from 300 to 400 miles, which was nearer,' but the  
inhabited part west of the Amu as 50 miles. As an 
illustration how unaccustomed the Khivans are to 
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tabulating information, I heard at Petro 
' Emperor .had desired of the Khan certain 
respecting the khanate, which the, latter was 
supply, but he utterly failed in the attempt. 
lation more to the point was that of the late 

of the oasis is of loess, or stiff, sandy clay, with 
and patches of sand. 

1 had expected much in Khivan 
melons. They are a most lucrative crop. 
management, Kostenko says, an acre will 
10,ooo to 1 4 , m  melons. On 
Matmurad did not appear to set much store, 
that two varieties, ripe at harvest, 
though they would not keep. My host gave ' 
of five kinds, which, as did Captain Burnaby, 
to England, hoping that I might be more 
than he in raising them. 1 must say that, aft 
Caentral Asian melons, I have tasted none .in 
that are by comparison worthy of mention. 
I ate in Constantinople came nearest, and 

ances as had convenience 
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the plant gave way through rot a t  the collar, and died. The plant took 
quite 5 months to grow. The large melon was cut a little too early, 
and was lacking in the juicy qualities it probably would have acquired 
had it been left longer on the plant; but the. gardener considered it 
a good melon. Next year three sorts were tried by Mr. A. F. Barron, 
of  the Royal Horticultural Society's gardens at  Chiswick; but he did 
not report very satisfkctorily upon them. Of those he tried, one did not 
fruit, a second produced two tang ovate melons, and the third, round 
fruit. These npened, the flesh being tender, very juicy, even watery, 
but not by any means rich. Mr. Barton adds, "They were rather 
rampant In growth, and did not fruit readily. but the foliage was 
somewhat destroyed by the hot sun, and this, no doubt, affected the 
fruit." Mr. Wildsmith, of Heckfield gardens, near FVinchfield(Viscount 
Eversley's), spoke of the " Alikch " as best of the three kinds he raised, 
and not so rampant in growth as  the other two, but, though speakin of 
the 16Zarncha '* as excellent, thought them no better in uality t L n  
English mclons. The Zamcha was tried also at Burghle &.dens (the 
Marquis of Exeter'~), by Mr. Gilbert, who is famous, f am told, for 



I learnt from Matmurad that in the town .of Khiva 
there are scarcely any Tajiks-only about I 5 ,  erades- 
men-bur that Uzbegs predominate, and the rest are 
Turkomans and Sarts. - They have also a few Jews- 
less, I believe, than half a dozen-and without a 
synagogue. 

The Khan has no army, and the people &e not 
sharply divided into classes. The mullahs, or priests, 
and khojas, or descendants, of the Prophet, pay no 
taxes,* and furnish no labourers for canal work, but 
other subjects have to do so. I imagine, however, 
that the people must be very poor, for I was t~j .d that 
the raising of the Russian indemnity tries them sorely. 
The Kban was calIed upon to pay, at the conquest, 
for the expenses of the war 2,000,000 roubles, or 
&zoo,ooo, or, in default o f .  immediate paymelrq ... . , to 
so fine as this from Khiva. Previous1 to receiving this information I 
was becornin dispirited, and thinkin tiat m seeds would t u n  out no 
~ t e r  than gose, of Captain  urna at^ or d r .  ~ ~ ' o n o v a n .  *nother 
trial, however, has been made of the " Alikeh " at Chevening, .whem the 
gardener, taught by experience how much space was necessary, pkmted 
the melon under a frame with five lights, expecting it to  cover b 9 t i r e  
area. I saw the plant thus frowing on September 5th. It vps  W t  SO 
strong, I was told, a s  that o the revious ,year, but it had three half- 
grown fruits of fair size. One of & ese was sent to me, nobquike ripe, 
on October xjth, which, upon eating ten days later, I was d e l i g b d  to 
be able to pronounce quite equal to  those I had eaten in Khiva, and far 
more delicious than anything I have ever. tasted in England. T h i s  
opinion was shared by others with me at the table. This qvate fruit 
measured 8 inches long, and was green-fleshed, juicy, sweet, and eat- 
abIe to the ekin. Tkrus I consider that Mr. Gray and  Mr. Wildstnith 
have demonstrated that two kinds a t  all events of the  Khivan, rrrbIons 
can be p m  in England. The former considers the Alikeh melons 
rbquire plenty of heat, and a long season, since English melons planted 
simultaneously with them ripened six weeks before those from Khiva. 
This, however, will make the latter valuable for late eating, especially a s  
they have such good keeping properties. I hope, therHorc, that  
En lish gardeners will Iearn bow t o  grow these fruits. The grea t -  size ad? robustness of the h t s  may prevent their having fair plky in 
English houges, but I &ve given seeds also for outdoor growth in 
Florida, whence the fruit could easily be sent to the London market, so 
that if, after all, I do not succeed in gi3tting them. on English tables, it , 
will not be for lack of endeavour. 

* This i s  the case with the priesthood in. Russia, and  reminds one of 
a law promulgated in Persia, touching the 'priests of the Jew.s,'tha 
&' i t  shall not be lawful to impose toll, tribute, or custom upon 
(Ezra vii. 24). I 

. , .. . I _,1 . - - - 
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#&rag dl 5,000 a iear ,  and pay interest on the re- 5 bainder at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum. When 
'b . ,, i was there he had paid £-I 55,ooo, so that he was still 
-. d45,000 in arrears, besides f;zo,ooo interest ; and this 
''30 distressed him that I heard his Highness intended, 

on the ground of poverty, to ask the Emperor for a 
remission. 

T h e  foreign relations of the Khivans, other than 
with the Russians, are, I take it, exceedingly few. As 

' we approached the city, a djiguitt came alongside, and 
seemed to be dividing the whole of what was the outer 
world to him into three categories. He wished to 
convey to me his disIike of the Russians, which he 
was obliged to do in very simple language, and partly 
by signs, whereupon he said, " Row yakhi, Jizghikzz 
y&.shi, Urn shi tan ?"  or something like it, signifying 
that, " The Turks of Constantinopie are good, the 
E!nglish good, but the Russians horrible ; " and with 
that he placed his hand on his swo,rd and then drew 
his fingers across his gorge, signifying that he would 
willingly cdt their throats. But we heard a different 
story from a very intelligent Kirghese, who said that 
t$e Russians, having taken the country, began by 
patting on a ma11 tax, and then increased it. Some 
.of Ws people, not understanding this proceeding, had 
taken fright, and run away into Bokhara and beyond. 
When I asked him why they did so, he said, "Because 
they are fools, and know no better ! " and afterwards 
he said that he consideied the Russian intercourse 
with the Kirghese had been to the advantage of his 
people. ' During my interviews with the Khan, his 
Majesty betrayed great ignorance of foreign countries. 
He asked which were the greatest powers of the 
world? Without much time to think, I told him first 
England, second Germany, third France, fourth 
Russia, and fifth America; but he thought Russia 
more powerful, he said, than England. 

I I said they had a larger army, but we had money to 
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make another like it. 
I showed him a map of the world, w 

psxssions coloured red, which kern 
him ; and, as if he thought it our .sole v 

their o m  peculiarities, for; whilst the bar 
Bokhara equals 320, in Khiva it is only w, 
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en I found that 

This put the finishing touch to the low estimate I 
had formed of the extent of native Central Asian trade. 

. htle made ready to hand. 
I did p u ~ h a s e  certainly one set of jewellery in 

Central Asia which has been much admired, consisting 
i 

* It is noteworthy that the word "batman" is used from the 
Caspian to Kash ria, though representing a differing capacit in 
various plnces. f?eossibly h+xs some connection with the ~ e z r e w  
n2 (Bath), MPOS ( uke xvi. lo), which w a s  a measure for oil 
(Luke xvi. 61, and equivalent to. the ephah as a measure far corq - 
(Ezek. xlv. lo, I 1, '74). 
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of an Albert chain, locket, and studs of cloisdnnt5 tur- 
quoise enamel work. I have shown it to Mr. Aupstus 
Franks, at the British Museum, and to the leading art 
jewellers of Regent Street, and they all calIed it new 
to them, and said the like could not be made in London. 
These things, however, if not ordered, had been made 
with an eye to Russian demand, and the man told 
me he was the only maker of them. In fact, the old 
Biblical custom seemed still to rule, that one takes 
silver and gold to a smith, as we take cloth to a tailor, 
whose business it is to make it up.* 

We asked in Khiva to be taken to a silversmith's, 
and so we were in the strict sense of the word, for 
there was ' a workshop with two crucibles of stone to 
be heated by charcoal fires, two small anvils, and, 
if I remember rightly, silver4in the bar as we had seen 
a t  Kuldja, whilst the wofk the man had i n  hand was 
the silvering the handle of a battle-axe, by order of 
the Khan, to be carried by'some new place-man as an 
insignia of office ; but as for getting a cdlection of 
Xhivan jewelkry, it was not apparently there to be had, 
and I could spend only a shilling for three ear-rings, for ,, 

the sake of buying something as a souvenir. 
. I was anxious to form some idea, if possible, of the 

manufactures of Khiva, and asked to be taken to some 1 
of their workshops ; but things were at so low. a n  ebb, 
that in the coppersmiths' row I could not get a kurgan, 1 
or ewer, that was worth bringing away. T h e  Divan- 
beggi subsequently gave me one for his present, which 
I was well pleased to have as a souvenir of Khiva. : 
It is small, but prettily graven, though not so finely as - 

some of those we saw at Khokand. They took us 
likewise to what might by compliment be called a silk , . 
factory, where, after crawling through a door 3 feet 

* "His mother took two hundred shekels of silver, and gave them 
to the founder, who made thereof a raven image and a molten image " " 

ud r xsii. 4) ; and, odee more, "%bey lavish gold out of the bag, and 
9eigrsi1ver in the balance, and hire a goldrmlth ; and he maketh it 
a god " (Isa. xIvi. 6). 

\ 
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hi h, we found a few looms of the roughest descriptio 
- ~ ! e  Khivan silks, when woven, do not camp 

with those of Bokhara and Khokand. I saw them, 
however, making a thick, red silk, that is sent to 
abkhara to -be  used chiefly for head-dresses of rich 
YEirghese women. I t  sells for £1 per Russian pound. 

From the caravansary we were taken to see some 
df the rndresses and mosques. MacGahan says there 
aqe 22 of the former and r 7  of the latter. My notes 
say, 4 6  4 large medresses and many small." The 
mearesse of Allah-Kuli was buiIt by the piesent Khan's 
father, '&ut 40 years ago. It.is of 2 stories, and has 
IOO s tdents ,  they said. That of KutIug Murad Inag 
has a b u t  IOO students. On the square, before the 
%ads winter palace, is the Medresse Madrahim, built 

the present Khan, with from 60 to 70 students only. 
at far distant' is the most important medresse in 

iva-that of ,Muhammad Emin (contracted. to 
e ad am in) Khan, which they said was 30 years old. 
Take? in all, this was about the most complete we .had 

.wen, and gave us a fair idea of what many of the 

j in Cental Asia must have looked like before 
: began to fall into ruin. And that is not saying 

much : for, to a European eye: they have a dull, 
unfaced look about them that is disappoint- 

' .'Their photographs flatter them. Several of the x*. hvan mosques are ornamented with blue and white 
ti&, interesting, because locally manufactured, but they 
did nor advantageously compare for beauty with those 

. we had seen at  Samarkand. This medresse, with 130 
cells, has a lar e 4uadrangular court, with a well, and 
is surrounded % y cells fitted with hearths, where each 
s t u d e ~ t  does his cooking-when he has anything, that 
is, to cook. In7one of them 1 saw a samovar, china 
teapots, and 'feIts, but for the most part everything 
looked poverty-stricken. More intereiting than this 
medresse, however, I thought the immense tower with- 
out base or capital, which, owing to the death of the 
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builder, Vambery says, but to the lack of funds, as 
the people told me, remains incomplete, like the Calton 

,.at Edinburgh-memorials of men who " began to build 
and,werq not able to finish.." The Khivan tower was 
iatended for a minaret, at least twice as high as 
at present, but even now it is the mos't prominent 
architectural object in the tqwn, by reason of its prettily- 
built ,texts from the Koran and ro, zones of light and 
dark blue green, and brpwn bricks. I had a great 
business to, measure with , m y  tape its circumference, 
and found- it to be ,146. feet, and I also estimated its 
h'eight to b;e about t%e same, and its diameter at the top 
about, I 5 ,,feet. This tower and medresse are built of 
particularly .good burnt bricks, which the natives said 
cost $2.. . e c h ,  meaning thereby, I presume, those 
colour&I.* 

The  one mosque .in Khiva that is. worthy of notice 
is! the . Hazreti PehIivan-Ata. I t  has a ,  large 'dome 
abaet 60, k t  high, surmounted by a gilt ball, and 

A covered with reen tiles, like some of those in the, 
, e d t  tower. F+ here are also 'two small domes. The 
%&ling i$ of kiln-burnt brick, and contains the tomb 

, of: ige: PeMivan Ahmed Zernchi, patron saint of the 
1. -'ps. -. - -  We approached the interior through a 

[k@&d passage, where was shown the tomb of 
~Ibh %uli,Khas and ;though only. about 35 years old, 
it$ &eady decaying.. From beneath the cupola we 

. hW 1Mther.a pretty view .ofa the tiles with which it is 
G$ed; idorried with blue tEcery, and interwoven with 
verses from ,the Koran. This dome, owing to its con- 
struction, is said to have , peculiar acoustic properties, 
to whidh ,the Kliivans $ttach superstitious importance. 
There w e ~ e  ointed out to -us the tombs of Abul-ghazi 
Khan and Inusha. 4djoining the apartment under 
the dome  wire two side chapels. In one of them is 
' the tomb of Allah-Kuli Khan, and in the other the 
tomb of Palvan himself, I 

I am under the impression that this latter is regarded 
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.I 
- a s  particularly sacred and kept locked, but when the 

- door was unfastened, Yakoob, delighted no doubt with 
% ,  the opportunity, went within, and I followed through a 

cloth-covered door. Within the inner and almost 
dark chamber was the saint's tomb, but the whole 
affair looked shabby and dirty ; and by the time I had 
seen this, the information had reached me through my 
two interpreters that persons were not alIowed to go in. 
Neither at the Shah Zindeh at Samarkand, nor in 
Khiva, did we come in contact with anything like the 
crowds that are to be witnessed flocking in Russia to 
the monasteries of Moscow and Kieq or in Italy to 
the hdy places of Rome. I am not sure how far this 

' 

is any indication of the falling-off of Muhammadan 
zeal, ot that it much assists in forming an opinion on 
the vitality of the Moslem faith in Central Asia ; but to 
this end I shall put toiether such facts as I have 
iscertained by inquiry or observation, from which the 
reader may judge the matter for himself. 



, . 

HAVE already spoken of our atteqd I Friday mosque at Bokhara, where I 
saw Muhammadanism, so to speak, at its 
saw something of another religious service 
Zindeh, at Sarnarkand, that. was less 
the excited frenzied worship of t 
as Dr. Schuyler calls them, t 

there nor at Samarkand did I see 

well filled with an audience seated on 

movements of the body. They utter exclamatian$-!such *,: 
r -3 -*1 



-:& Hmbi rabi j a l  Allah ! (" My defence is the Lord, 
: .rhay Allah be magnified ! ") ; Mu fi kd&i  kir Allah 

("There is nothing but God in my heart!") ; N ~ r i  
Miehmmad saki -Allah (" My light, Muhammad, God 
bless him!") ; Lo iG06o e'bd Adhh ("There is no God 
bur Allah!"). These words, or some of them, are 
chanted to various semi-musical tones, first in a low 
voice, and accompanied' by a movement of the head 
over the left shoulder towards the heart;  then back; 
then to the right shoulder; and then down, as if 
dirgcting all the movements to the heart. Sometimes 

: I observed a man, more excited than the rest, shout 
a sentence, throw out his arms, dance, jump, and then 
slap his left breast with such force as to make the pIace 
ring. These expressions are repeated several hundreds 
of times, rill the devotees get so exhausted, and so 
hparse, that their repetitions sound like a succession 
of groans, and we could see the perspiration running 
through their cIothes. Some were obliged to give 
up and rest, whilst others were pushed out by the 
Ishin, who was conducting, and who called someone 
else to fill up gaps in the ranks. When their voices 
have become entirely hoarse with one cry, another is 
hew. They sit at first in a row, but later on, as the 

,movement quickens, each puts his hand on his neigh- 
hqr's shoulders, and they. form in a group, as Dr. 
%huyler says, " in . several concentric rings," but 
which could remind a native of Blackheath of nothing 

' bur a group of players during a " scrimmage " in 
- Rugby football, as they sway from side to side of the 

mosque, leaping about, jumping up and down, and 
crying, Hat:! Allah Hai! Iike a pack of madmen, till 
the Ishan gives them a rest by reciting a prayer, or 
a hafiz recites poetry ; or, as at Samarkand, a dervish 
sings a solo in a fervid, trilling voice. 

One curious part of the service, as I saw it at  Con- 
stantinople, was that persons apparently sick were , 

brought to the minister, to be stretched on the floor, 
Univ Calif ! Digitized by Micrcrsof;,F 



whilst he set his foot on their shoulders, b 
one case, eight men, wom,en, and children, 
a row, side by side, he deliberately planted 
tine foor on the first, and walked over t 
woman, I observed, making -a terrible gri 
received his whole weight. After this 
all went up and kissed their bepefactofs han 
this, various garments, and vessels, bottles,' 
brought to him to breathe his holy breath.. 
thus impart his blessing,* 

- Z saw also at Constantinople the worship: 
order, popularly called by foreigners the. 
dervishes. t 

We did not meet in Central Ask with 

* Can the'former of these practices be in any way 
Oriefital procedure, as in Isa. li. 23, I will put it 
them which have said to  thy soul, Bow dawn that 
and thou hast k id  thy body as the ground, and y t 
that went over " ? ' 
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v'sp their dance, and were for making off, but I called 
-i~ttmn back to see their performance. They are 
'--dressed in rags, and each carries a wallet, and a 
i - 

drinking vessel shaped out of a gourd. They sing 
I sacred songs in Persian and Turki, shouting as loudly 

as' possible, accompanying the singing with boundings, 
prostrations, 'and whirling about.' I noticed that one 
dervish had in his hand two wooden rods about 16 
inches long. T o  these were attached a ring 4 inches 
in diameter, and on this ring were 12 smaller rings. 
This was carried in the hand when dancing, and a 
jingling made therewith. I bought it, and was glad 
thus to secure a souvenir of these wild-looking 
devotees. 

Having heard sb much of the fanaticism of the 
Muhammadans in Central Asia, I made inquiries, so 
as to ascertain, if possible, their religious condition 
+~d developtient. Kostenko says that as a people 
the Sarts cannot be called religious. Even the 
muIIahs and the kazis know but imperfectly the 

^ Koran and the Shunkt. T h e  simple folk do not 
know the most ordinary prayers. On the ordinances 
of religion, such as the five periods of prayer, ablutions, 
and the like, the Saiits look as a weary form. Where 

- t h e  officer has been abolished whose duty it was, 
ahd in Bokhara still is, to compel the people with 
sticks to say their prayers and be religious, there the 
attendance at the mosques is less than one half what 
it used to be, and Kostenko does not hesitate to say 
that hypocrisy alone and hope of gain arouse the 
Sarts to the outward forms of religion., In  a paper 
by M. Ostroumoff on the characteristics of the 
Mussulmans in Central Asia, he makes many deduc- 
tions against them upon t i o  slender premises, I 
think. His  facts, however, if true, are noteworthy, 

* Does this possibIy afford some illustration of David's "leaping 
and daacin before the Lord," on account of which Michal, the 
daughter of %ul, despised him in her heart I (n Sam. d. 16 ; I Chroo. 
XV. 29.) 
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... interpreter that if we had seen enough of one part of 
- . the ceremony they would go on with the next, and, 
- surely enough, upon the Russian officer intimating that 

we hus t  be moving, the Ishan did change the form of the 
service ! Dr. Schuyler met with a similar experience 
in Turkistan, whence he infers that this willingness of 
Muhammadans to show Christians their rites 1s not so 
much a sign of growin liberalism as of indifference 

In passing through t 5 e Steppe 1 sold, as I have said, 
many New Testaments to the Kirghese, and going 
through Bokhara I gave an  Arabic New Testament, a 

- Persian Bible, or a Turkish Gospel to, I think, every 
bek whom I met, as well as to the Emir. I asked an 
intelligent Muhammadan what he thought the natives 
WUUM do with the books. The  Kirghese, he supposed, 
would simply ne lect them, but not destroy them, as  
he thought wou f d .  be the case with the mullahs of 

hokand and Samarkand. Further, that if the mullahs 
' had known I was corning with such books, though 

.they would have been afraid to offer personal violence, 
they would most likely have taken measures, he thought, 
to prevent their distribution. Captain Mirbadaleff 
said that when, as a boy, he was instructed at Oren- 
burg, there was a Tatar copy of the Scriptures placed 
within reach of the Muhammadan scholars, but it was 
hardly read at all.* 

I asked the Khan of Khiva to accept a Persian Bible 
and Arabic New Testament, whereupon he inquired 
what religion they had in England, and whether, like 
the Russians, they cross themselves in prayer. I 
replied that we had no pictures or images for religious 
use in worship, that we did not cross ourselves, and 
that our religion was in the BibIe I had given him, 
Did we believe, he asked, that Jesus Christ was a 
prophet or God's Son? I said "Both," whereupon he 

* Perhaps it is not to be expected, since I am told by Mr. Hyde 
Clarke that the New Testament is of no authorit t o  Muhammadans, 
being held to be mrmpt, whiht the envine teAioga of the prophet 
Jesus are in the last revelation of the &ortle Muhammad. 



- 
: pi, i - . .. 

488 T.H.OU&~ C.AT&AL ASIA. 
f! 

said to Yakoob, privately, "That is not true"; but w h -  - 
Yakoob asked whether he should translate that reply,, 
his Highness said " No," and ended by observing that. 
each one had his own religion. 

I was keenly interested, of course, as to how the 
Muhammadans would receive any attempts to c o n v m  
them to Christianity, I say "of course," because I 
find it extremely hard to understand the position oE 
those who say, " Leave the Muhammadans alone. 
Their religion issuitable for them. A good Muham- 
madan compares fairly well with an average Christian. 
Converts can hardly be made, and, when made, da but 
follow the example of their Christian masters in eatiw' 
pork and gettin drunk.?' Now, if this string of objec- 
tions were true $which it is not), even then I fail to see 
that a Christian would be reIeased from obedience to 
the standing orders of his Master to " make disciples 
of all nations, and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture" (Matt. xxviii. 19 ; Mark xvi. r 5). If  one thing ' 

be manifest about Christianity, sureIy it is that it is a 
proselytizing reIigion. Its Master was a proselytizer 
and all His first followers, and I a m  at a Ioss to see how 
any who profess to follow Him can free themselves from 
so plain a duty, 

Russia has no doubt dealt tenderIy with the natives 
of Central Asia in keeping back even her own n~is- 
sionaries, lest to the natives the adoption of the con- 
querors' religion should seem a matter of comp~sion,  
but this state of thin s ought not to go. on. I t  is a 7i most hopeful sign in t e Russian Church that they are 
awaking to the duty of sending missionaries to their 
heathen fellow-subjects ; and I was gratified to be asked 
by one Russian in Tashkend, how the English managed 
to get a missionary hold of Asiatics, as he would like 
to do. Another, a German Russian and a Lutheran, 
was far from satisfied with the little that is being done 
for the spiritual good of the Muhammadans. He 
doubted, however, whether the orthodox missionaries - 
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:*e likely to make much headway amon the Mos- 
' h s ,  if for po other reason than that t f eir use of 
';'pictures in worship is to a Muhammadan an abomina- 

tion and idolatry. 
I was pleased to see, however, from a short notice 

of Russian missionary work in the Tiws for 4th 
September, 1884, that at o n e  place a chapel had been 
built, at the cost of the heathen Kirghese, in which 
I zo persons had been baptized ; and in the govern- 
ment of Tornsk more than 400 Kirghese, chiefly 
Muhammadans, are reported to have embraced Chris- 
tianity. Here, then, is a beginning on the part of the 
Russians, which I pray God may go on and prosper, 

Meanwhile the British and Foreign Bible Society 
has not been idle, as wiIl be seen from its reports for 
1883-4. The brothers Bartsch from the Tashkend 
depbt, on their way to Khokand, sold to the Kirghese 
349 copies of the New .Testament in 8 days, and I 
observe that since my visit two colporteurs have made 
an interesting journey from the Caspian to Khiva, 
Bokhara, and Charjui. In Khiva they stayed a week, 
and left it under the impression that the town offers great 
wportunities for Bible work. Of Bokhara they say, 

I" In this thickly-peopled town even a timid colporteur 
.med not be afraid to work."* In the six months thzy 
wgre away, they sold to the Turkomans, Khivans, 
Russians, and Bokhariots, 3 r g copies of the Scriptures, 
or portions, for I 18 roubles. T h i s  for a first journey 
by two unprotected coIporteurs into parts where even 
1, with the Russians at my back, was warned of danger, 
I think highly creditable to the agents of the Society, 
and still more so as their travelling expenses, including 
the hire of camels, amounted to onIy £27 ! 

* I am informed by the Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, that Dr. Vanarden, writingfrom Khiva,says :- "The report of 
your colprteurs as to the quiet of this land I find fully confirmed by my 
own experiences. It extends even t6 the animals ; for though there arc 
many dogs here, not one barks at the stranger. . . . X am much phased 
with the people. It would seem as if they could lyrdly be Mussulrnans, 
so different are they from others I have met with. 
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r-shell with the 

rambling s t m u r e  with crenaated mud walls, and havhg 
chambers rising above them. On either side of the 
entrance gateway is a tower, whose top is embellished 
by coloured bricks, whilst along the cornice of t h e j a ~ u d  
is a row of loopholes. In front of the palace is a square, 
in which we found some brass cannons mounted on 
carriages with wooden axles, also a mortar, but all of 
them exceedingly clumsy, whereupon I asked the 
ConsuI how, with artillery such as thaj, they could not 
manage to keep off the Russians ? Latei- on we asked 
the Khan to be allowed to see his palace. H e  said 
that, had we asked before, we, should have'done so, but 
that he was on the point of quitring that very afternoon 

: his summer for his winter. palace, and consequently 
' we could not o inside. The view of Khiva was no  1 exceptidn to t f e usual u liness of anmEastern city as 

seen from an eminence. &y e could detect the existence 
l.of mosques and d r e s s e s  by the mud cupolas over 
hem, and we codd see well another minaret belong- 

Z think, to the mosque Seid Bai, almost a facsimile 
one on which we were standing. The big 

hitkqet also stood out well, but there were few other 
'€ddngs sufiuently conspicuous to be worthy of 

- ! { ' m h ~ o n .  Immediately below us was the flat roof, with 
- two octagonal holes, of the Jurnma mosque, where the  
. . Khap attends on Fridays, and into which we descended. 

Anything more bare and ugly as a place of worship i t  
- would be hard to conceive, and this was intensified by 
ra forest of upwar& of 200 columns or poles, by which 
the roof was supported. 

I had sornewkat of a tussle about seeing the prison, 
for when I asked the Consul to conduct me there, he 
at first declined, whereupon I spoke loudly, insisted, 
and asked him to send a t  once to the Khan for per- 
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before a fire. This was the only prison, 
hiva ; further, that they made short work 

' . with malefactors, and decided their cases quickly. 
The men appeared to be fed truly "with bread of 

5' affliction and with water of affliction,"* and after giving 
!: -them a trifle we continued our round, passing .in the 
' 

course of the day the gallows. 
Having thus spent some holind in looking about the f * z Chron. xviii. 26. 
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they have no leprosy ordrishta 
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asked if I wished for more, 
[!'&+was glad to excuse myself on 
[ 1 ,$le 'ground that I desired con- 
:. versation with our host. Ugh ! 

one of the musicians, as if 
1' disgusted with our want of 
, appreciation of their talents. 

After this they speedily left 
. the room, and we fell to-the 

Consul, Matmurad, Yakoob, 
Sevier, and I--at such a cross- 
questioning as I think the 

, natives had not often ex- 
' perienced before 

On our last afternoon in 
Khiva we went to pay the 
c tomary farewell visit to the Ui K an. He received us as 
before, and seemed rather in- 
dined to talk politics, which, 
huwever, is not my forte. He 

I, 
had heard of our war going on 

- in' Egypt, and asked whether 
. 'the affair were cIeared up. I 

had supposed that this war 
, with Muhammadans might 

have rendered it unsafe for us 
to travel in Central Asia, but 
the people seemed to know ' 
next to nothing about it, and 
td care as little. I had heard 

, no news since Ieaving Samar- 
kand, and not much there, so 
that I was obliged to expIain 

" the situation as best I could. 
; His Highness asked my name 
: I and (following in the same 

interrogative groove as the 

1 Univ Calif - Diglttzet 
6 . .  

' WORSHIPPER 

~ b h  r n n Z  



afterwards be -seen, was a co?coction. 
' I  did not hear much of th-e character and m 

the life of the Khivan Khan. The. Coins'ug c 
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I .me how many wives his' Majesty had. He had .6 
ns. he said, -but of the daughters he knew 

Ing. General von Grotenhielm told me he had 
ssed to the Khan a wish to have photographs . 
of  his wives, and had offered to provide a female 

perator; but the Khan would not consent. Neither 
h u l d  he agree that ane af his sons should be sent to 

- .  P~ersburg to be educated, saying that he loved his 

:. ' : ' c  
F. GATE AT KHWA. 

children too much to part from them. I think I have 
read .that he has since compromised matters by 
receiving at Khiva a Russian- tutor for his sons. 

Whilst,talking of Khivan affairs to the Consul, he 
said he had three wives. I asked if he did not find it 
exceedingly difficult to manage so many ? He looked 
at the matter; however, in a very practical light. ' I  You 
see." he said, " I have two houses, one here at Khiva,'and 
the other at Petro-Alexandrovsk, and consequently I 
have a wife in each, without the trouble of moving her ! " 



. %ha came next. in digni 
1: I have dread) m 

.:.: Hazarasp, which were 
- ' , * '  proceed northwards in 

' . . . was - donsidered the 
. .'in- the Khaqate .of Khiv9. 

;J!, , 



1- .. CHAPTER XXXVI I.  

I' . I'HXOUCH T ' E  KHIOAN KHANA ;rE. 

k Departure horn Khiva r-ih~ Khaasan the ~ a t c h m a a . - ~ u ~ ~ a ~ e  ~rba~. -  
Kosh-ku-pryk and its melons.4ur stay at Shavat,-Amusements 
of the natives. - HmIk and* their supposed resemblance to 
Scripture stronghoIds."~Visit to h w k t  at Man&.-Oil and 
corn mills.-Hawks for falconry.-Mud walk of. the hvl i . -  
Invitation to stay.-Route to Tashauz.-Stay in the Khan's palace. \ -The t m  of Tashauz.-View from the palace roof.-The Khivan 
climate. -Arrival at Iliali. - Khivan irrigation. - Our lu~gage 

2 attacked by robbers.-Stay at Ak-tepe.-The Turkoman regron.- r .  Accident near Kunia Uqenj. 

N Thursday morning, November ~ n d ,  at g.qj, 0 we said Aman ! to Matmurad, our Khivan 
b t ,  and began our ~ i d e  to Kunia Urgenj, where 
LTeilly, having left us on the road, was to meet us " agaih with camels, and start us across the desert. By 

.' this means we should pass from the new Kharezmian 
=pita1 to the old one, and so have seen the principal 

' 'kihabited points of the khanate. The Consul was 
4 - - -%ing out to return to Petro-Atexandrovsk, atad I 
a ' confided to him a letter to be forwarded' to General 
: AbqrnofT,. informing him that I had now delivered to 
A -  the Khan the last of his Excellency's letters ; also 
I thanking him for the exceedingly kind reception every- 

where afforded me, and assurin him that I shodd 
take away with m e  a mast agreea I le recollection of my 
tour through his general government. Vlre were now 
a party of 7 " regulars," besides " volunteers " includ- 
ing the Consul and his attendants, who, on leaving the 
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town, weke to turn off-to the east, u:hiW 
was to the north. ' - 2  

We were placed uider the charge of -lh 
old assistant Bek, or more accurately. r d 
batc 
djig 
Kh: 
will 
to b 

:hma 
uitts 
in i i  

pre: 
e afi 

Ln, or 
, our " 3' 
jentlj 
raid c 

sealing them up; so, to inspire dae aha-kd 
some little sefise of responsibiiity, I wrote ha ! 
book " 27 packages,'' as sent frmn Kli i~a ,  .% 

A KHIVAI AIIB.4. 
. . 

upon him to affix thereto his sign  manual,::^ 
did, " his mark." consisting of a perpendicuh 
,that would, I should -think, puzzle any expea 
graphy to'swdar to. 

I have several times referfed to the Gp'tf: 
vihicle called an araba, or a h .  I m  
a thick wooden axle, 10 feet .long, w i  
attached, .not quite. sa, high as the big w 
" Flying Dutchman " engine-that is to say, 
feet in diameter. On the axle a platform. i s  

beams, the hinder parts being int 
w, whilst the front parts serve as 
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carts ares&+ only whiteled vehicles used by the 
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leading inr?:a'cowshed, and the other on 

-;- lf ~lak?@as :that the do=en houses had betsve"etl& 

r$!&@&~i 5 see a fight, &me out after dark; 3 
--!'.l!8hbB.$~ a - &ddenlY. run off with, as I sup 

4 - 
&ti*r$b&s; :faiIed us, and here we& f u d  

Jiirfn$iouses,- some, ,:howevdt, being in r l f i ~ - -  
I : ,L . . .axdin& A,.-miles we' 'bi'ssed Itlie ~ i l l a ~ e  D i d  



,--- - 

Uzbegs to .  depend upon the 
of. the Turkomans; the 
of small fortikd build- 
and town, wherein the 

case of an attack. 
aIso met with in the 

r - - - - - - r  

, g$,abode in tile wIlde"e&i in &oigho~ds " (I Sam. acxiii-z4), and 
kh . h e  comp+rison he bdm-effer klirerance from Saul. " The 

7- .- ~- - , --- -- - -- - - - - ~  
- 0  

Sckly on accpunt of robbers, for instance, couu gull up after him, 
k &d so be aak froni his enemy. On the south-west hntler of Turk- .: menia, the ~ e r 8 L n s  have.beeilli.in in such dread of the ~ e r v i s l  that @ : ancaees cowhntlv in tKe fields iafxardetts small towers entered bv a 

hole just large endu h to admit: ane Grson at a time. The owner d e s  
.refuge there tin the  ~epanurk of the paraudus, who do not dare e a r ,  ' 

the intruder's bralns should be battered by a stone. Again, if the 
,,wrd "cities," in I Chron. ii. 22,  may be understood to mean these 



will pe+fectly well bear this renderin' ), i 
the land of Giiead th mere reasonafle 
intelligible the lar nhmber of "cities 
Deuteronomy, Jo%aa,, and ud rea 

erhaps, wolds lo Gm. xm. ~ d .  h & e  
[kbse hand, be it rehembered, was t 
every man's hahd against him), by thei 
A ain; of the Midianifes, "they burnt 
(fg.tnb. ixgi. lo); and the same idea re-app 
"When a strong man aimed keepeth. 'his 
peace " (Luke XI. 21). 
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batnians, or 50 tons, 'of corn. I was so inte- 
rn the man's castle, with its four clay walls 

WO ILW N'S 

P R r n I S C S ,  

was a pIarform such as we often saw under a city 
gate, and adjoining this was a sleeping-room for work- 
men, whilst a passage between led into a chamber 
with an oil-mill of severely primitive construction.* 
The  mill was made out of the trunk of a tree stood on 

e ' * Reminding one of Job's expression, "which make oil within their 
walls " (Job xxiv. r I). . 
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g is usually effected by water on- the 
of the aryks, though there .are, i 6 iFdFi l ls  . s ~ t  - :  

Kazalinsk by Russians. Our 'hdst'$:rriill, $ept - .  : - 

dl day with a hone; would & ~ d  6-e~Gt; ' " - ,  

rom the flour-mill we went to a .stable; .-which. 
ed .to run along the whole side. . of %he _ . ~  -_ li'pli, _ ,,. . and'" , , _  

o another building, wherein were oiily .a fe;w - ' r d -  , donkeys, cows, and a c a r d  ; biif: lk,h&-e ,was i 
" 3 said to be accommodation in the two stibl&jdi. -&&';.ll . 

cattle. More novel than these last' ' . .  
. bowaver, was a room oh th'e- ri$r . i f  ',dur , 

&ere our host kept some halfidoikn had&:-: ' 

u%dng:-.by means of the fakon, gashawk:'<and' ' - ,  

I ?  cqmrnon eagle, is the favourite sport of the har[;L$i;:;. . . 

in:ltht walls of the fortress at Manak was,. an ;- 

~shes, peach and dther 
These, in the absence - 



the owner's residence, which was a 

whence the name 

to the lawless. and murderer, says, "In the d& 
- houses, wliich they have marked for thsmselhs 
practice no doubt common,enough in'the wild- coinl 
were passing; 

. . 
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s 300 shops and workshops; and one caravansary, 
rably suited ' t o  persons in search of " cheap 
mgs," the rent for a room .and shop being $d. a . 

, or 20d. per month. This was much cheaper than 
;rt ~AuliedAta, where, for a place to sleep and accom- ' 
: M a t i o n  for horses, was charged 2$d. per diem. We 
Aquired* the price of bIack Turkoman sheepskin hats, 
. m n  elevated on poles above the roof of a house, and 
were told 8s. each. I had already provided myself 

'''trrith a white one and a sheepskin coat in Khiva, 
:&inking I should find them useful when crossing the 

- +ert and spending the night in the open.' 
I -  W e  left Tashauz next morning at 8, the road turning 
off M the west, and deading still, for the most part, 
ahwgh chltivated land, steppe appearing only here 
md these. We began to see also ruined houses. The I ather had been gradually improving since we Ieft 

va, where the night before our departure the 
fell to 33: the maximum of the previous 

I+* being 60". At Tashauz during the night the 
minimum was 3s0, and I had not ridden far from the 
h w n  before I found my .UIster too hot, and, after 
&wing it off, was hardly cool enough. This was 
[&wanter than the blustering weather we had at 
:-Alexandrovsk, where they had told us that 
.!JAW Adtime hung upon our hands, before dark I mounted the roof of - 
tlwp lace, and was reminded again of the early days of the Israelites 

anwn, where the cities they took were " fenced with high walls, 
&&s, md bars; besides unwalled towns a p a t  many " (the two cate- F 

es into which.Centra1 Asian towns may st111 be divided). (Deut. iii. 5 . )  
spks accustomed to nomad life might well have said of towns 

tk eh as Tashauz that the were " at and waUed up to heaven" 
y 8 e d  i. rB ; Nun. xiii. 28{; and u%ooked down horn the palace I ., ~ g u l d  see on numbers of the roofs, If not actually stalks of flax (which 
&ere may have been), et of jkgaru, under which Rahab, as easil as I-' pss ible ,  could have hi& the spies.. There was not a single buil&ng 
putside the walls of Tashauz, and "the time of shutting of the gate 
when it was dark " would still be a favourable time for esca e, since all 
t h i  population would be shut within. One bad only, %erefare, rn , 
-picture Rahab's house adjoining the wall, and her letting dsitors down, 
-*to esca e over the Oxus some ao miles distant, to recall to the mind 
%me o?the acts in a drama with which we had been famiIiar from 
diildhood (Josh. ii. 5, 6, 15). 

I .  
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h better to push on as far as possible before night, 
o shorten the morrow's ride. They said some- 
about the danger of travelling in these parts 

dark ; but I gave less heed hereto than was wise, 
king perhaps it might be merely an excuse, After 
ing, therefore, till our luggage arbas arrived, we Set 
again at 2.30, leaving them to follow. 

: .  For about 10 miles we passed through gardens ; 
chltivation then diminished, and the road traversed 
~ B y e y ,  and in some parts slightly saline, soil, trees 
.king seen $only here and there on the banks of the 
we aryks. We crossed several canals, one being the. 
,Murat Bai, and another the Kasym. This was im- 
pressed upon my mind, because we passed one spot 
where the aryk .had overflowed. We had been 
tv~ned from our. path by another such flooded place, 
I& a large lake, on the day we left Khiva, and had to 

"&d round its edge. I suppose, in the preceding season, 
had been unusually abundant, for we saw houses 

ed, in some cases to their destruction, in others 
w, though the inhabitants were driven out." 
h a  As darkness came on we were still on the steppe, 

met several wild-looking men, which brought to 
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my mind what they had said abou 
Our litde all was entrusted to 
knew nothing, who, su 
sessed no arms, and, 
defend thernsel 

night-not that we were expected, how 
lodgings had to be sought. 'When 
conducted into a Turkoman's shop, wh 
was burning, the smoke getting out 
through the roof, which had consisted 
now bIackened, whilst a confined spac 
our accommodation, amid sacks of rice, tobaccsi~.firq- 

. I half deterrnin 

you going ? " 
" T o  Kunia Urgenj," 
" I don't know," agai 

.~I. . C  '. . 



8 .  

come arid take . 
the Russians ! " ' 

and my men 
hted to hear of 

the inhabitants, amongst whom, a quarter of a century 
ag4: agriculture is said to have been highly developed.--.;: - 

They used to get,. their water from a branch of the . . . , 

O A s  called the Darialyk, which then reached as-fai 
amish ; but durin the war of the Turkom 

uhammad Amin If han, the.Khivans,turned 
4 f  the Darialyk by means of dykes, in order to 
out their. turbulent .Turkornan neighbours, who 
hus compelled to move their settlement, and 

off to the Balkap mountains,' near the Caspian. - , 

us we rode alon. till we saw, a long way ahead, f ofty minarets an other ruins, which I knew to be - 

ose of Kunia (or Old) Urgenj, so called to distinguish 
from Yengi (or Urgenj, near Khiva. ,I 

ied on to get a at them, and was much 
ived by finding them so distant. After spending 
hoars at the ruins, we rode -forward a mile oi two 

, 

ards the* present town of Kunia Urgenj, the high ' 

d passing through a cemetery, where Diotrephes, . 
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.bas, bitched several ,feet foam. his .keah;:m 

.coming' easily wt. 4 tlw rstSrmps, so &at pd 
'Gas riot in the lea& & and, befape C, - ,-• 

-<what' .had hammed. was on mv lws!: 

. - !&+e got off, tbeir horses a d '  w a W ,  k,, 
. & i ~ ~ i l f  did not set the example. t ;,id 

.;&t't'diu: condwtarr h J tqid is 107 
. &hited  messenmr can do it in 48 

aft&.our arrival,-so that we hrd shply.';! 
Tailly ,to bring the camels, and p k  w p 



Khanim and Sheikh Nejm-ed-din-Kubera.-The town -of'Hojeili, 
and Mennonite colony.-Our lod ings at Kunia Urgenj.--Central 

, * . Asian '. home life." - ~arria~e.-&ife in a royal harem-Seclusion 
, of wornen.-Need of female missionaries in Central Asia.-Delay 

j'in getting camels.-A Kirghese court of justice and witnesses.- ' 
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In .approaching the place we caul 
short distance the old bed of the river, on 
the city stood. Sandhilb abound, howev 
ancient walls are little more than.heaps. . 
make a long circuit before we could 
so as to examine first the 3vesterly o 
that are left standing. , The base 
rather the bottom, for it has neither base 

the circumference on a level with my head 
The diameter on the photograp 

inscriptions, the zones of cola 
in mosaic in the form of a scroll, and at other 
X patterns. Moworth, quoting GluZJlovsky,. 
the place in 1873, speaks of a stately tower or 
in the shape of a truncated cone, and adds ~6 
i s  a winding staircase reaching 30 the roof, 
quite probable ; but,, so ,far 
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coloured tiles. A few minutes' walk south- 
west minaret is the mausoleum of Sheikh Shurif, I t  
has a conical roof of coloured tiles, rup&ted, as* 
Abhott says, upon a prism of 24 sides, not inegmtly 
moulded into coIurnns and recesses. The o n l y ~ ~ ~ c  
ornamentation left consists of pale-blue bricks, with 
raised letters round the cornice of the edifice outside. . 
The door is a pointed arch, and inside I measuked the 
area as 37 feet square. The hterior of the dome 
was so fashioned as to remind me of a scall 
The grave of the Sheikh they showed us o 

Near at hand we entered a tomb my notes.-caI1 
" Kara Lau Baba, built of burnt brick p1astered46vler." 
This 'I suppose to be the same as Kuhn calla?the 
mausoleum of Imam Fakhr-ud-din, where again the~blue 
tiles are found only on the cupola ' Nearer the kast 
minaret we entered the tofib of Kara Kapa Baba, 
where was an old man acting apparently the, part of 
showman, and expecting a gratuity. In  Cen'lial Asia 
the showmen at the resorts of pilgrims are, $;llelieve, 
supposed to be descendants of the departed saints, but- 
as to what are the '' notes" of Muhammadan &ctity I 
am not clearly informed. 

But the most noteworthy uf the mausol 
visited last, namely, that of Tiurebek or 
Khanim, a daughter of Djanibek Khan. It is 
in form, with a conical roof, having a wide 
with pointed arch. 1 presume it i s  this that 
quoting Glukhovski, calls "a  fine ruined 
taining a large r o u ~ d  hall with a vaulted c 
hall has a double row of windows, one abo 
from the ground, consisting of four, and the. 
near the dome, of 16 windows ; and its 
decorated with reliefs and arabesques, 
remains of gilding and colour." We found the 
ing oi burnt brick on the exterior, with ka 
coloured tiles, inserted here and 'there, someti 
the form of a scroll, at others in that of a me 

Umv Calif - D1g1 tized by  Mtcrosoff 8 





520 
". 3 XITROUGH CXAVXAL ASIA ,# I 

'?  
c&iera,ororriised to have been sent fo,r me F Q ~  

kind y e  !had seen. ' All the -figured enamell,. 
were out of reakh, or 1 am afraid my a d  

b 4$i?f anvthik c k l d  be had. but the brick 

. - .,.. ' " l *  

-.+,din&..rnilk. +-.-, ,  I t&k them to h of Perrjian 3 
I . r t l i ~ ) ;  and they m o e  nearly resembled 'g:&; -. 
-+& y- , ,..g I have ever seen. On the .&' 
q : % ~ ~  .offering a rebid for a few speaim& 
1 .- - i?blo6lred bricks, some were brought, and t h d  

.'! the' ~horasmian- waste." Treasure 6 h 

- .  
-.'town,'qn an aryk, stands the mausoleum &..a 

Nedjm-ud-din Kubera, built in the form of 
masque. ' This was erected, according to all 3' 

' bv order of Tamdane; and if so, it seems lW 

now spoken., of' was 'regored +by Muhammad 
~ h a i .  On ,the fa@e are two lines of. insori] 
white letters on blue ground. Inside is a 1 
tombstones, on which are two paralleIograms in tn 

- Unh Calif .: Q@fiW by A#crpwoft@ - - 
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A wooden paling encloses the slab, and at 
are several flags. On the north side of this 

ng, and touching it, is a mausoleum, wherein lies 2 

d Piriyar, the father' of Palvan Ata, the patron 
of Khiva. Besides these ruins there are numerous . 

'track we afterwards followed:' They tdvelled 
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and Khiva. 1 
e to do so, if only 

s at Khiva, whereupon I 
subject to Matmurad. I 

England, and to this I 
he first person to whom 
he gentleman, will be the 
er, I ' expected, when I 

d be curious to - 

duce me to his wife ?' 
tered their shape in 

Srmld drop ! And Yakoob afteqwards informed me 
@at Matmurad was offended at my asking. 
. . .  This incident gave me a text on the need of Zenana 

and women's labour in the mission field, such as . 

not quickly forget. Here was I ,with abundance 
stige at my back, a court guest, in the house of 

who seemed desirous to please me in every- 
tbkg-, Yet I was refused! How, then, can male 
missionaries, for educational purposes, ain access to 
fiiental women? and if they are not reac % ed, how shall 

children be influenced to advantage ? 
#-. But what I could not do, or any' 'other Christian 
p.m. a Christian woman can do. And here is a field 
gf usefulness fm English ladies, which, thank God, 1 >pame have. nobly commenced, but of which others do 
not yet realize the importance. England would appear 
to have a contingent of about 700 women missionaries, 
representing British societies in the mission field 

P d r o a d .  Has Russia, then, no daughters to send to so 





. y F Y y ? * k - -  I I.' - ' .  1- r : . -  * .  ' "  a 

d was near akin to that of 
ording to yozcr law " (John 
of the law you have among 

What the offiaer really 
e said. " Go first to your 

cast into prison." 
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shoulders; bv no means elgiant in a-me 

The Kirghese women, also-come riding in 
astride of horses or oxen. . We came into b 7 
with a very superior ydung Kirghese, whom &d 
according to his promise, had bidden r>ffir.& 
our interpreter. Meanwhile, 
on our arrival, we had 
selves ; for since Yakoob could not be pr& 

to.go further than Sary Karnish, i t  became clear tl 
we should have to do our own cooking-an art 
which ,I had A A not graduated. - Yakoob, moreover, E - -  - - L  - 

wit6 some Russian su-rveyors between Khiva and t 
Caspian. He could speak a little Russian, and w 

LW3.46uld cook. H e  was willing to go with us 



. 8 . .  

purposes, he was sadly pitted 
ed many removes from one 

The Russians at Petroc . 
e should be able to get on 

interpreter, but I declined 
r 'short experience between 

fort, where we had left 
d me that there might be 
t little episodes if. unable 
or " No " with our guides 

d from Nukus, concern- 
tp report that he feared 

too great a swell " to do any cooking. 
had also heard - him say that he should not 

20 'for accompanying us 

ic, redpectably dressed 
tch, with its silver chain 
d shoulders. Almost 

we had ascertain& his powers of interpretation, 
to ask the ignoble question whether he could 

, to which he replied with the Frenchman, who 
asked if he could play the fiddle, that " h e  had 

never tried," but he was willing to do so. 

engaged , in surveying 
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e x p e ~ t  ' to be many days without seeing house o r  
inhabitant, and so be thrown upon our own resources.. 

b We had taken from the newspaper account of the 
Russian doctor and engineer, who had crossed before 
as,, two or three hints, one of them being the desira- 

These cost 43s- Then came rape in large quantities 
'$0 tie on the loads, and we were specially advised to 
take orie very long piece, because some of the wells 
were deep. Our two predecessors had taken corn for 
their liorses, and we were enjoined to take also chopped 
clover. at which TaiIIy said the horses would turfi up 
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said to be " a thousand years 014"-a st'atem 



0 U& STA Y 4 T KUNIA UBGEiTY. 533 . 
ed, too, at Kunia some of 

mps of Central Asia, which ap- 

some of our purchases. 
did not return all day on 

e spent the greater part of the time . 
r we were in bed he arrived with a 
the effect that on his why one of 

ck i n  a bog, that they had 
ifficulty in getting it out, and when they did, it 
so disreputable a condition that he did not like 
g it on, and had consequently purchased another 

3 s  stead. T-his was a tiss.ue of falsehoods. At least, 
story we afterwards heard from the camel owner 
that 4e brought 5 camels, as agreed, to Kunia 

but that Tailly said I would not pay for the 
- 

d consequently he sent one back. I knew 
of this, however, until some days afterwards. 

ednesday morning, I directed the 
crtfnels to be loaded, and this was accomplished with 
h little difficulty.' They used the rope so lavishly 
at I thought we should exhaust all the stores in the 
w .  There was no more to be had new, and the- 
.?&ond-hand, according to Yakoob's account, kept 
$.sing in price. Unsolicited by us, Rosy told us later 
on that Yakoob out of this rope had been making a - 

fittle harvest for himself. I had received a hint. at 
Samarkand that I must look sharp after Yakoob, for 

' that, although he was not a thief, yet he had his 
own notions of honesty. Yakoob told us that in, one 
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commission we had entrusted to the new i 
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ointed at the lobk of 
iven the best price, 

mals, which I supposed 
two-humped Bactrian 
ed five short-haired, 

eatures of anything but 
onciled, however, to 

me that the one- 
stronger than the two- 

' & DRILX I)! T V ~ U M E U ~ ~  - 
bumped (tacya).' / Accordingly, when camels were: 

ed,aur little sting of five filed out of the Bek's 
aid I was somewhat 'amused at this novel fashion 

removing my baggage. 
.I imagine, however# that there was a serious side to 

affair, that my ignorance did not permk me to see, 
but which seemed to be present to the mind of the 

In the campaigns in Turkmenia-*e-Russians have found the camel 
exceedingly useful for military purposes, not only jn bearing burdens, 
but also m drawing ambulance carts. Mr. P. Lessar informs me that 
they have also tried the experiment at Krasnovodsk of forming a camel 
battery. ---- - 





but this did not seem- necessary, I thought, 

. . 





m 
af Kunia Urgenj. Its tall minaret was the o n t  

er we saw in Asia of the spire of an English. 
and as it faded away in the distance .we said 

bye. to fixed habitations for many days. AJ; 
we were taken to the tent of one w h ~  was saidJ. 
a " rich " Turkoman, where they brought f0rth.i;:- 

ons for Iunch, and by half-past 4 we arrived at an -. - 
or collection of Yomud Turkoman tents,* in one of 
h we were to take up qur quarters for the night, 2 + 

$or, as Yakoob put it in New Testament l a n g u a g d ? i  
t '' till the cock crew." t 
-+ 

I noticed that the reed-mattin the Kirghese place round th 
tknt inside, the Turkomans plaEdd outside. The Russians bae 

cam aigni~g in Turkmenia. 
adopted these kihitkas with great comfort for military purposes in 

+ ht. xxvi- 34. This war not the only answer 1 received in Cent= 
Asia characterishc of a people who have not clocks and watches, or 
men sun-dials so far as 1 saw, and who, consequently, do not-pl=icti- 



short of three-fourths of our stock. A t 
apparently to an .old Yomud, who shifted 
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that he could find the channel 
authorized to deal as he saw fit with th 

of the Khan, he might expect no 
and bread and melons ; but he ap 
gratified, and w e  parted on excellent 
an I rizet with Turkomfis of various tn 
of the Yomuds than any .others. 

I had no,w to pay off Yakoob and Tai 
w a n t 4  to go any furth 
other men to take the 

I 
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rd, and hire for us in Khiva 

came to.us with a story .that 
I gave him, as he asked, 12s 

Urgenj he came trying the 
not successfulIy this time, 
e him a present of £1 for 

tle exjosd, Rosy informed 
Yakoob and Tailly stole 

our first stopping-place, 

d by ~icroson 6 . 



and asked him n o r  to A L .  : P d  

him ; a d  as- he was 5 dl, -wwM~~ a 

n$Y, .I was sorry to heai ;of !?akoob*s -4 
whikh: however. if true.. I.shodd be d i s d  

mea~~redto bring him to book. - LJ 
.. , MTth Yedob and Tailly .we dismissd;d 

present, the three djiguitts who bad. 
that we were now reduced t~ d. p a q  
Rosy. &fter .the- fashion of the country. $I;g 

Bphearance ; but wesoon found that 
, calibre to Y a k o b b a  capital: 

mews industrious, or one that could- k l&$ 
aevices. He was a Sart, and afffiWi 

We had start& on. this our secbnd -drfr-a 



. ad  they told us, would be. 
see for m e  time, -and as 



as p e s t s  to the tent of a friend for two 

good felIow," with which I agreed, but 
that they should make- haste back an 
cultivate his acquaintance. 
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stt hgan  to show us some cheap 'politeness. 
ght+ by saying that had he not recently sold 

ml, he would have lent it to us gratis, in recog- 
-of S ~ e r ' s  kindness in doctoring him without 

I capped this by answering that, if he were 
grateful, he might show it by persuading the old 
n outside.so hire us her camel, This he pro- 

A 
9 

, 

I 

A ?URKMAM ~ u T Y  IU lrS6TAL ICBILhY. 

kh alacrity. !o do, and for 34s. we secured her 
to accompdny QS to Krasnovbdsk. The, 

gave stria injumions as to its being brought 
by aur m a ,  and' bade 'them God-speed, but she ' 

d not shake h a d s  wick me, a Kafir: and evidently 
khndifficultyapersua&&to kt her animal go. 

Turkoman women better-looking than 
Kirghese sisters, their cheek-bona not being so 
m d  prominent, and theit features more European. 
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4 

Of course ' they are 
visited on the Khivan 
me of one of the 
when I entered her room, stood behind a pillar, 
herself like a shy child. 

I .was desirou 
dangling at the 
she appeared afra 
husband pIayfully he1 
cry and struggled away. 

L .  our tent, I noticed she was cryi 
the cause, found myself the unintentio 
had observed on her child's c 
said to be old. Thes 
coins, at the price 
Hence her tears. I could hardy sup 
matic sensibilities wounded, 
her more money, whereupon her tear 
cheered up like a pacified child., I 
tent a pair of silver earrings, 
genuine Turkornan workma 
baby's cap they would not' sell, sayi 
would be ill without it! 

About seven o'clock all was in re 
and I were to get into our queer s 
the reader imagine two narrow wo 
earthenware is packed in, each s 
man to lie in when twisted to the 
and let him further imagin 
side of the huge hump of a kn 
am given to understand is , to 

,for the night, and 
the port-side of this " 
into the cradle for a Iini 
two pillows. So far all i 
lbdging is to be beneath the 
desirable .to muItiply my sleeping garments. '+ 

put on, over my ordinary suit, my jackal-lined 
~ n i v  Calif - Digitized by Microsoft 43 





- - 

down went the horse, and Rosy, not getting 
free from the stirrup, was dragged along and 
until the horse got free and ran away. S 

, slightly ahead, and did not at first miss the 
when he came back he found him on the gro 
out, " I'm dead ! I'm dead ! " ' . 

He was brou ht back alive, notwithstandi 
though sufficient f y bruised in various parts to 
in great pain, he was not seri-ously hurt, and, an< 
out of my queer sleeping-place, I could see 
doctoring him up and painting him with iodine 
light of the fire. I t  was a weird, curious sight. 
we lay under a lowering midnight sky, the d 

, . relieved by the glare of a saxaul fire, The 
were kneeling around asleep, and so were t h _  
stretched drivers, whilst Sevier was busy with 
groaning patient in the application of 

When at Ierigth the doctoring was over, it w 
that the wounded man could neither walk nor 
horseback, and the only thing left iva 
occupy one of the cradles, to which e 
to give up mine, and to ride Diotrephes for 
mainder of the night. I had to s 
men to rouse them from their slum 
Murad, whom I perceived to be 
hirried, and to take things a great deal .more 
than suited my anxiety to get forward. M 
over, had not been improved by 
through Rosy, that the men had t 
overboard, in the night, the melons 
to lighten the ship. I saw, therefore, th 
firm, and 1 spoke in tones that needed no 
to show that I meant to be obeyed, and at 
got under way. 

Once started, Nazar and Murad became'hila 
commenced singin now in duet, now in solo, 
in harmony, and a f' ways in dubious me1 
his strains Murad's voice, whether, intention 
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whereas in the morning the f r a t  of n 
us "iced" crm;and. in  the middle' 

camels to be re lded.  
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?im[.hw&Cr, E had a little serious talk. ivith the 

b 1 t  to get a satisfactory' answer, from Tailly to the . 
titforward question, " H o ~ ' n & ~ . d a y s ~ ~ w i l l  it:iak.e 
te get us from Khiva to Krasn6vodsk-?'!.'- .. , . * <  He said . 

M , I 2 or I 4 days, and mumbl~d out ' some .sort OF, 
k i n g ,  at' which the General only laughed,,arid k i d .  ,, 
!man did not reaUy know.. T h e  Rus(ii+i :dbetG< 
i engineer had taken I 7 days from Ilidi;: bur in l is t  '. ' 
Kber, and had been compelled to rest,-..~&er+< we4-'' . 
b'. . . going - by a longer - . mute, though' . .  , j ~~~va ;w,coo l l  - - ... L - ' 

. - 
from where we were. 11 . T 

k y  answered "Nine." "Very well," said I:' '! ~ h g i  ; 
b e r y  day less than nine I will add ten shillings to' 
f p e s e n t  I .  am thinking of giving you ; whilst for ;Z - 

- u  u . 5  

). might expect 'tohave tbe cost 6f it , d ~ d u k ~ d ~ f ~ o ~ ' ; r ' ~ -  
(present.. '; They assented to this arrangeme$ :'Zni$:' i., 
i w startgd. : '. , - - Z t  :!-*::;-,h~- 

, 6 '... . . .-- 1 %  

bw way lay Tor 14 miles along th& ~ii;ii:dZ&,.-'-; 
old watercourse by which the OXUS-: <&dto;r;?ilA - - 

!.Caspian, so that as we marched alorig the' bottom 
4f: bed with the rising banks on eith& haqd,,.we had . - 

,+sure o'f imagining bow, in bygone .centuries, 
p ylorted in the space we occupied-,' and-haw-blian~.  

went over our heads with cargoes of Asiatic 
h e .  to be transported over t h i  Caucasus to the 
iclc Sea and onwards, for the aristocrats #of ancient 
)Ee and Rome. We started to walk in the fresh 
@rag air, but Instead of meeting anything to remind 
& "the briny deep," or rather fluvial remains, we 
h upon three or four flocks of sheep and goats, with 
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their shepherd, who was to be our "last 

medium the coun 

feast. These 
he sold us for 
our marching larder., We passed three w 

a quarter of a century-at the same 
the ruins we had passed on .the previous 

At half-past four, about 3 miles beyond 
Mashrek, we came to what was deem 
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whilst the venison was t h e  best of its kind I 
I have tasted before or since. 

. .  - .  , , , . , '  '- - . - 
. , . p  . C 

- rrdIIr'a&;ww -I:;:". 

+i.k : ?;- . ;, -. *.'., . . . .  , 
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and before midnight was stirring, 
lay snoring mwd .the fire, by gea 
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ly life, 
;. who 
3ns of 
e this 
~ g h t  it 
made 
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. I cannot pretend 
on a dark night is 

carriages at a 
ve their points 

t. . -Sevier and 1 always undertook the 
t,.& bur. cradles, which were hoisted by 4 
cklof the leading camel, Then came the 

Is, oval in shape, and resting 
ainst the animals' flanks-a 

k.s, or skins, which commu- 
u r  to the water they carry. 
we were indebted also to 
tenhielm: This  load was 

animal ' we had last hired; a female, 
istress. So long as 

as well.; but when made 
or unladen, she whined 

eihg imposed upon, and tried to get 
before .she was ,told. I assumed the function, there- 

r down by the nose, and more than 
verness in not 

owever, a strong 
ird animal carried 
rth had a sack of 

es. On the fifth were 
a: strong crate, with our food and 

s last I mean chickens tied by the 
spended by Murad from the top of 
w themmffering, anddditected them 

n so they voted camel 
g, and one of them succumbed, 
ere ready, on stopping, for barley 
came to their turn to be eaten. 

with a bundle on 
ing of the tent, on the . 

ount, and, if possible, 
azar trudged in front, or rode pne 
ng on the foremost camel of the 
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mse-tied caravah, .Hail T 

ance of a Kirgbere fyan2y Bit&g; k 
COWS. 

,-dhinous crackkg 'of my iradle, 'and -8 -4 
$0 gei down. 

But how should I make Nazar c 
++is not at hand, and Rosy was s 

- only native v p c l  I knew was 

fortuhatelv I wds not hurt.. ~ e a n w l d d  

'?as. hk suggested, in his bosom. . . 
,'transferred it to the interior of his* 

rn; china basin! 

' then 1"siw , - that he was disposed- 

Univ Calif - ~ i ~ i i i z e d  by Microsoft@ 
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the Chink on the .r&h;.fl)hir 
of friable, ' -mil, ;n$a& I -  

patch- were visikde, d d 

in' Egypt," though not 
and water were at the 

weatherbeaten, and stood up before us 1 
we scrambled down a narrow pat&- on 
bank, to water our animals and refill the 

R ~ s y  told us that the Russian 
Dekche, with their Cossack a t a r k ,  



¤� en times, h e  seemed to make little of it. We 
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which it had done 
camels had put his no 
the melon. Sevier, however, witnessed 
and 1 gave him a lecture. 

to make it understandable, 1: 
two or three sharp cuts with my horsewhip;. 

ledged himself wrong, promising not ta 
whereupon I desisted. 

I know not whether this narrative 
to think that I was forgettin 
acted advisedly and though 
not yet half-way to the Ca 
some way establish my mt 
our provisions stolen. Th 
trate, or bek within score 

" take the bull by the horns " and adm 
French' call a m  fitit8 co 
the effect that I wished. 

Murad slunk off to Nazar, aa~d 
came in the plural' numbe 
beat them, they would 
counter-manoeuvred by telling both tha 



. .. 
. . - ,  

1, 
, , 

t he had been all along, 
uld, on the others, and 
Iked ; but I had estab- 
nd - he obeyed, so that 

the well. we ascended 
qually difficult to that 
rad's temper had- not 

first that they were ' 

in that direction, and 
a land of reeds and 
say that the camels 

could make out the 
erefore, to stop and 

roached sufficiently 
o ride forward, and 
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attempt to 
its specific 
margin my 
to . desist. 
Nazar brought me & another dace, where.:& 
up my trousers, 1 found rnyseli ako 
knees within a 
dared not undress, 
washin off the mud with 
covere d on wading out to krra $ma.  On t 
hand, I did not like to be 
attain to it. Whereupon Nazar and I 
tussocks of a bushy, prickIy plant, 
vegetation growing near, and, putting these bd&kl 
step by step, and putting my -bare feet && 
managed, at the cost of scratching myself, t~-a 
from oing down out of all soundings, and to & 
the e % ge of the lake. The water was clear, 
tenselfsalt- 
its density, 
of the specific gra;ity of different watefs, an@.& 
ated from oO to I@, would not sink below:*, 
which, had the scale been 'continued, w d & . , ,  
read ;zoo. 

I was fortunate, or unfortunate, as the read* A 
regard it, in not attempting to bathe in Saty. K m  
A member of Glukhovsky's expedition found a l q i  - 
beach on the south-east of the uppw lake;i!afl 
going in to have a swim, reported the water sb _ .. .. 
that,%t loo 
The lower 
vellow, and 
;hat, in the course of a long walk on The 
duced in him a sensation of nausea. T h  
of the water reminded one of ' the  Dead 
these lakes-resemble further in that the n 
they contain no fish. The banks are deserted. 
Wqdcocks, and Ducks,*however, are sometirn 
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er tb wer, and we saw in tk course of tha 
a Magpie and a Dun Crow. 

, we crossed a piece of 

t looks like the dried 

ovember zqth, at r ,  
, and at half-past 2 

which had long bounded our 

and shells, which we at. first took to be 
ndicative of an ancient1 sea shore ; and as we 

se but the bed of a 



CHAPTER XLI.. 

PXOM SARY XAMISH TO 

Mounting the Ust Urt.-The well Uzun Kuyu. 
-Bread baken on the coals.-Capture of a 
sun worship.-Troubles with attendants.--B 
back.-The wells of Kazakh1i.-The 

of the lake with c 
water-worn. T h e  rece 
narrow line of beach, a 
at Krasnovodsk o 
we passed over them, I 
about half-way on our 
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, v u b b y  vegetati,on. . The soik 
ny, ' thou& the stones 'were not 

ecdingly, Nazar did not 
other cares ; but, finding a 
dl, he let down his nose- 
hpe to .a camel to draw 

made our fires of . . 
Asia. At Petro- 

. , 
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clum$s of saxaul, a 
and these, strange 
robt, , so that the ~ 0 1  

easy task. But Rosy.had told me that we 
'no more saxaul ; and when 'I -asked what 
' do, he replied that " I ' 
And truly I did so, for he had gone 
ahead, had ignited .an immense 1.ump o 
cave1 dung, and this was to be our fuel 
of the way. 

I t  was no part of my .busi,ness t 
Murad, and, that we might be qui 
point, I asked them, before' we I 
they had plenty of their own .p 
plied thit  they had a bag of flour, but 
should give them what we left of the- 
was a contrast, truly, to the many , 

taking ! They had, indeed, th 
bread instead of stale, in that t 
wooden dish, and then baked the. 
of the fire. 1 did not taste the 
the coals," like that of Elijah in the 
after our bread rob 
short, I asked them to 
in exchange .for other 
would do, and graciou 
supply ran out, wessh 
.so far, was bbliging ; a 
cooked in wood ashes, one, 
failing anything else ; but wh 
bread in precisely the s 
into fuel .of dung, I am a 
fidence as to having a 

An unexpected . oppostu 

* I Kings xix. 6. 
f The preparation of bread in this way madfes 

the manner in which'Ezekie1 (iv. 11-15) was comm 
bread, as prefiguring coming scarcity. 

Un~v  Calif - Digitized by Microsoff 8 . . 



auty, which it seemed the 

roat, scooped out a hole, 

n I know not; but Dr. Her- 
in obedience to  the command 
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Before leaving UZUQ Kuyu t 
about what I considered the slow 
making. I also lectu-red Rosy 
putting his work upon others. 
Nazar was at once the best servant and 
of the three, for he allowed the other 
ui~on.him. He said he was 
hasten ; but Murad was the 1 
told Nazar that, having rec 
hand, he did not want his cam 

' not to push on. 
This was plain speaking, though rlat 

me, and I determined that Murad sho 
all his own way. I f  I set him to lead 
allowed ,Nazar to rest in 
dawdled so tantalizingly that 
out of his hand, and on horseback, or 

' caravan myself. Nazar .quickly pronou 
able camel-leader, and said that if I contin 

next weIIs at Kaza 

soil, almost devoid of vegetation, but 
that the 'camels could not find food. 
usual, ancl started again at midnight. S 
we missed Rosy and Murad, who r 
whilst Nazar, on foot, led the caravan, 
I were -" in bed." . T h  
but nothing could we see o 
the caravan in such a spot, 

- would mean almost certain 

.from assembling round the blood to eat meals 
idolatrous nations. Rosy looking up to the sun 

. recalls Ezekiel xxxiii. 25, " Ye eat with the blood 
toward your idols." 
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st time, when we were to try an 
ho seemed inclined to push on,. 

time we wasted 

as served from 
drunk ftom my ' 

ough to .upset one's digestion for a week, 
hours matters were not brightened by the 
absence of - the two 'deserters. At last we 
fresh horse-tracks, and about noon came 

odd have passed, since 
f sweet water.. Perhaps 

stopped for us, since 
muttered some sort of 

ully, widening into a 
aving cliffs on either. 
e hanging in staIac- 

rapidly, that I was 
her it led ; but1 the 
on, and I followed, 
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meaning to advance to the top of the 
down. I did so, and shall not easily 
for it amply repaid me for crossing t 
ruins of Kunia Urgenj had been inte 
the old bed of the Oxus and Sary Kami 
heard of these beforehand. 

Not so with the landscape of what: I am disposed to 
christen the " Bay of Kaplan Kir," though -f\ have in 
my notes the words " Ku-yur4-nu-Kurrah," $he mean, 
ing of which I have forgotten. 

A short distance beyond the well. Kazalhli th- 
suddenly burst upon our sight an  enormous bay, cnl 
horse-shoe depression, apparently of the sea, b o u n d 4  
on t h e  right by a cliff, trending away 
miles to the well Dirun, or Dirin, and 
greater distance towards the south, whil 
walls of the bay were formed of the cli 
Kir. Within this depression was the well 

: sebshem, our next point to make for, and q -'mil 
from Uzun Kuyu. 

But what struck me as so remarkable -4 
manifest tokens of the locality' having beem onc 
lake, or a bay of the sea, though now cornpi 
up. One may occasionally be taken 
hill-top, and be tdd  by some geologic 
prospect before ybu was once under wat 
deference to his learning, you accept the i 
albeit that trees and grass and corn a 
every hand ; but at Kaplan Kir, when 1 
the cliff, as one might do at Ramsgate, 
hollowed out by the biIlows in the face 
stone, and the marks left by the water-rill 
this all ; for the chalk was worn away 
spires, columns, and minarets, into pillars and t 
and buttresses and towers, as white and c 
tide had only recently gone down. There A r  
and grottoes, and coves and caverns in whit&, 
aid of imagination, one could see the fishes, pe& 

Untv Calrf - D~g~ltzed b y  M~crosoft Q 



on our right, rising about 300 feet, needed 
to see that it was formed of three. sharply- 

ata-the upperinlost of earth, the centre of 
e, and the lowestaf sandy day. The face of the 
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We encamped in this supposed sea-bed, h e r e  th& 
vegetation was so scanty and distasteful to pur horses 
that they would not touch it. On the next;&orning, -, 
a t  8 o'clock, we c a m  to the wells of Kurn&jshem. . . 
Here were "twelve wells of water," but not!"&reescore 
and ten palm trees," and we "encamped there by 
the waters." " There .was ,not a v'estige about ;Re% , 

I wells to give a clue to their age. They  -* well 1 
built, and for the most part in good rep&- There ' ;  

was a little grass about the place, and rhe .h ter  was ., 

good, so that whilst the men were watering the camels 
and replenishing the barrels, we made some t ea ;  but 
the cameIs were nor all unpacked, which pro&d after- 
wards to have been a mistake. These wells were loo 
feet higher, according to my aneroid, than the place 
where we  last encamped, but we marched in the sea- 
bed another 4 miles, and then at r r o'clock ascended 
300 feet out of its bed, on to the hill Begend#ri Kir, 
the cliffs running from N.UT. to S:E. I -  

The coming out of the'bed was as remarkable a 
descending into it, for towards the top of the +ramp t 
chalky cliffs 'were worn into .resemblance to av-chain. 
snow mountains, that I fancifully called the " Berne 
Oberland," with crevasses here and therei and we 
niarked rifts, caused apparently, by the running 
water. Here, too, jutting ou t  beyond a promonto 
was another "St .  Michael's Mount." On reachi 
the top, I turned round to gaze at this wonderful Ian 
scape. Diotrephes did not appreciate the scenery 
bit, ,for the caravah was gone on, and h e  Iu~eliness 
the desert had given him a strong aversim";to bei 
left behind, or getting far away from his compani 
I made him stand, however, whilst I vainly as 
myself what it all meant. W h s ~  had the, voice g 
forth to the waters, Be dry ?? , . .  . .* 

. which undermined "the parched places in the wiIdemess,4+% salt 
and not inhabited " (Jer. xvii. 6). , * Exod. xvi. 27. ;;;: . . 

t Isa. xIiv. 27. 
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g KapIan Kir,'we next passed along a levye1 
' for about 7 miles, and then 'mounted to 

wattr. . 'This brought us ,to 
cliffs. We theri remounted 
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was called the Wild Hen. I t  is rather'lGger than a : 
pigeon, runs very fast, and is shy.' They get them 
near Krasnovodsk in the rocks, and selI them from 8d. 
to ~ o d  a brace. Marmots abounded, but 'not with the 

' 

squirrel-like tails we had seen in BokhqrS On- one 
occasion we stirred up a solitary On-1, ind further on 
saw a few Jackdaws, but'not many small birds. Once, , 

too, we scared from her form a frightened Hare. The -! 

weather, moreover, now was perfection.., .My pocktt -, 
thermometer in the sun stood at 75O, and the tempera- ' 
ture was suficiently warm to induce me, in riding by 
day, to throw off my great coat. I dways slept, how- 
ever, in the cradle in my furs, and , was not much 
incommoded by cdd, though my sheepskin ' hat , and 
the furs about my face were unpleasantly wet. 

But with all this I a m  bound to say our spirits were 
somewhat low. It was now our eleventh: day since 
leaving Kunia Urge 
sight of the Caspian. 
had worn off, and the jour 
than I anticipated. Thing 
slowly. When I left Samarkand, or s 
that I had exhauqted, or nearly so, d 
brought with me to read. Ordin 
when going for only an hour's jo 
think of starting without, somet 
without my purse, and I 
employ my thoughts on this lo 
cross-questioned Tailfy severely 
could not be invented by whic 
horseback the allotted day's jou 
put up so as to do some writi 
my notes, whilst the camels 
leisurely way. But he said 
the tent, and a camel c 

# .  

horse, so that he could contriv 
therefore, for literary work se 

T h e  idea occurred to 





578 . 

did nos fight, or the men make a noise, -4 

get perhaps four or five'hours' sleep, tdi 
warned me I must stir up. the men, or 
when we should start, or whether we 
have our provisions r"n out before the.. 
iourney ? 

--. :'is situated the well Tuar, nor did w e  take water.Z 

-, 

<A rgvival of our hopes awaited us on 
We'did not start till five from the -_.  - - - .a - - -  - 

, Irhwas.found by the 
'-:black. thou~h sweet. and to -. 
: ! bbiliig it, our the addition of lemon extrack q'pr&el 

h t  sunrise, or about seven o'clock, we m n t w :  
'uar hill, and so emerged from the marine or 

. . 
blue waters of the Casp&n ! 1 doubt i6W -- '- . . .  e m .  . .- . 

my great .map, I doubted if we should get -+I 
vodsk in !hreer days as the men said 3 
But it was a great refreshment to see the Clgim. , I 

.  ere is a pond of rain-water. -The'pond is&ji 
. .' 
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MI .thinking. to -cut bff the retreat-of any that ,*  

at the bottom, but he was not, sharp enough,. - - 

a herd, perhaps a score in number, shall, and, 
spkcies to the one we had caught,dwhich was; :' . , 
the ordinary Persian. gazelle; hut, I do  nof. . ,. , , ~ .  b. 

E w e .  saw. any of the saiga antilope, a nativii of  , . ' 

:regions; The natives call both- kinds, 1  believe^^';': : 
and as we saw the lit'tle creatutes bound.i'n ,IL; ~. 

our approach, it was not difficult, to '$ets,v 5 :.,, ' :: 
*ess of the simik- which describd thk'.Gaditks:;: r : 
hwifr as the roes upon the mountains." OfhWildi,';-,:l. 
*.we saw none, though a Wild Boar one Light.- I 

8 *- ', W h e d  the caravan, -and startled the horses. ' 
@- an hour after midnight we started on th6 '.loths '.- 

*bed till 5 next evening-16 hours without .a - . .  ' 

:cst the end of which our horses, not to say our- . 

were exceedingly tired. The route 'lay over a .  -, I 

country, with occasional depressions, and the . -  '. ' - 
*t was not without anxiety, for Murad lagged ;.- . ; 
and* for many hours was out of sight; sq,that I - ;!. i 

to think quite seriously what Iegal responsi:',',"-. I 
I migh-t -be -involved in for not going'back to ,-"-: 

I .. &I&,: if , I  arrivq at Krasnwodsk without him. , :, h.. 
flkE: fact was, He had loitered behind ,and D n e  tg - 

wet, usually has a long i t im frog5. the gaud 
ph1~11ds the water'; but our men appeared to have 

, . 
deniodiied 'them; Tn that, rather thanstand still: . . 

obk It. inta r M  h t d s  -to 'lie down suddenly, 
sometimes snapped A ek ,ropes,. . ahd Brought ' ' . 

-. 



+? - -  . . 

about ot&r & M e m x s .  . EmiHa,' 
rhe cr&, q q - m s r &  wehe d d t d  a: 
their coarse, ctmntQn mbwcq, which I 
I bade them w $tap th 

telle in comparison, nor could I 
traversing the Siberian e x p  
had been eqten the night bdo 
chicken Ieft. Of the 8 ,we 
were lost, stolen, 

;pot. One night he told Rosy to p a  
the soup. " Fbr then, don't you see,' 
shall get m a e  7" O w  butcher's m a t  
vanished. The men had eaten it all, an 
venison I tasted only once. I t  bad k c  

. high, though why I know 
ierred for the banefit. of s t g i  " 





Mangyshlak; and as this was one of the wells at d k b  
Murad had once been robbed of a camel, he suggested 
that someone should watch against the Tckke T~rko- 
mans whilst the others slept.' I I .  . 

4 

W e  did not rest long, however, for at'one olcIock in 
the morning we started again, and continued all day on 
the ~ 1 s t ~  till sunset, over a steppe country with the 
accustomed coarse vegetation. On the p.revious day 
I had seen the cast skin of a hedgehog, and now I found 
on the steppe several shells of tortoises. The latter 
were interesting, because we were attemptin to carry 
two of the like in a comatose state to the t%ological 
Gardens of London. 

They were given to me in Tashkend by M. 
Oshanin, who expected* them to sustain the jo~rney 
without food, founding his opinion concerning thk&tra- 
ordinary vit3lity of the animal upon what M. hgdanof f  
had previously done when he  sent a tortoise in a 
box by slow transport at the end of May frbm Petro- 
Alexandrovsk to Petersburg. The box went to Kazan 
by mistake, and did not reach Petersburg till the] 
middle of November, but the animal wis  alivr; 
and well, having eaten nothing appa 
months. 

In the present case, two were placed in 
little hay, and the box put on the seat of 
We constantly heard them scratching, as. if desir 
of making their winter bed, and before we had 
vanced far on our journey they appeared to have 
to sleep. Crossing the desert I trembled for 
slumbers, for the shaking they were getting o 

. carnel was enough, one would think, 
dead. How long they 'lived I do not ex 
since it was not till we looked at them 
proached Odessa that they were found to have 
this life-victims, alas! of the spirit of ente 
* Reminding one of " those that are delivered 

archers in the places of drawing water " (Judges v. r I). -,+ . 
Unrv Caltf - D~grtized by M~crosoit cs? 



sunset, however, we had seen no one. We 
ed for two hours to eat, but did not sleep, because 



his pantaloons, so that I doubt if any dedw in !'oli 
clo' " would have bid for them other than as curiositieq 
of travel. Neither of us, thanks to the tdughening 
of our hides, had suffered from what the dot%c&d 
" abrasion of the epidermis," which was 'more t 
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camels,' whilst I trotted forward to act t k -  
delivering the Governor's letter. . . 

I think Diotrephes was pleased to 
' human habitations, for; tired as 

famously towards the fort, though it re 
horseman$hip, especially as - I  had' lost 
jnduce.'him to step over same tram ra 
new to him. Wishing to give the poor aq 

;.-,pf good water at the first 'moment possible, 
" - the ,yard behind the- Commandant's hou 

' ' 1  -I gut a sorry figure, for my unkempt 
.- :. '.few words of Russian elicited only 
- 3fitjm the orderly1 addressed. 

" I made my way into the bffice of 16- - 
\ A  tonoff, but found nb French-speaking 
:ii cl.could communicate who I was and 
, :%+or cauld.1 d o  mllch better 
- - pill ,Sevier arrived, though 
1 -. secured me hospitality. This, w 
;;.. understand, would have awaited, us, w 

letters or not. 
I : The  camels were led into ;he yard, &d' 

;-I" soft-eyed creatures - knelt for the' la& 
!?'- relieved d our burdens; after wh 
-<-: ' I-.:' ..- the, natives; I paid 'Rosy his b ' i prssent of most of m i  equipment and 
,*:visions, for desert travel, and . g 
' " General Grotehhielm, to return 
$*-bakelshso kindly lent us. M :*' Colonel how long the journey. 
9 ;. Kunia Urgenj-14 days to do 403 '- .& 
, , . surprise :he , said ' that caravans 

+-r -route usually took 20 days, and 
. i. ?,:, informed that Dr. Van N o d e n  
pl- from Krasndvodsk to the .Khivan 
@ .- correspondent .with the Afghan Fron 
*reported that the average rate of 

N-ushki' .tol . . Kuhshan (770 .mile . - . . 
r -  .I ;.. y1 . .. -\' h-., , . - ,- 

'. :U$:vQw , A  - -,. ~iGfi@tr bg hficfopoft @ 
. - 

, ,  - 
. . 



-:;Since; herefwe; dur average, inchding i; 
m w ~ d ~ t o  & a t  .double t h i s p t e  thmughout,*:~.',~~ 

k. :burid that the. smaller steamier. '0; ' &the; ' tup~yq 

P-Gid ~ e ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ k ~ i ~ h t - b ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ! : $ ~ ~ & ~ ~  . . b  - -.,.%:. ::\ 

be. borne isl- m'ind that, when 'one- read33 
fmni Kasnovodik s -:--,,.v $is ik, $4 

would-be travellers fiooi':thq la$ 
have- to disembark at this place add be- rake 

,hay some 50 miles in-a smaller craft,-:the1 
#i other q u l a r  , means. of com~r iunkd i~ :  
*.we aere*told we could have reached Kizil'~fiatT4 
~ * b i v a  in five days, and have come on m 

i p t ~  tke Akhal 

to,- rifles, abbut 
e at that. time between 

- ...;.. a r - a  
%$d decided . not to' bb':thither: for- I, had ali-r 

ild 1 haw f o d n  thai it would %be my last chzrlce:-:* 

I -  I I  - 
'course, I remembered %'donosan's. d&sb. hiti.It& 



388 ., 
M v *  ' - His x*k+ fp.&d.&dy; E M  
England, nor did. id emp  meet M~E' - 0' E! 
I wrote to ask h k : h  qmhl h i i ~  
perished yith the arhy KX HidphhskaW 
but his n$y .is hfm m . a r s d  I- mh 
recording the kirldness wkh which he- 
of , + three sheets aaslwing * q ~ , d ~ ! d l  

. '  1 

* Some partsaf his 19t& a r e  of s T d c ~ t  p n e *  ' 
. hr printing them. H e  wro? from Mnud, He. -$ 

17th' une, 188z,''~~ raid :- ' . .!iqq 
.: : I &  ioomew from the Casnian t i  b h d  ha 

'., *iRfirid it very di-fficult to pgsuade the Rvssiqns 
nothink to do with politice. 
" Between the eastizh teminal' af the T ~ ~ S - G W  

L&&~rkand I know of no wav of travel l in~ emred j 

less dfstrict. I3uriGg the m¶ny @;son meie Pi 
water-too much of, it s o d m e s .  , - -5 I.:*J 

same &lation to the modem C)Gd-spokeh  sd 
the language of Chaucer does' to wr ktw-day1 

1 be acquainted with Constantinople Turkish, -you 
,: Turkish of Central Aeia in a very s M  time. Ir y.& 
.you who can speak Pqsian, you mill get on HSai Lem 

= classes of the commudtv. A m o n ~  fie nomadic x 

,Gf m y  dis'tribntcd Bibles, t h o u g h ~ w ~ m p a n i e d  .by-b&& ted 
U--l:r.r --l..- 1:1.1 #-L. 





certain families oE Turkomans had 
. -seen it to be to their advantage to plac 
- ,3&ssian authority. I ntemal dis 

, - 
. , Kirghese to 40 the s k e ,   was absorbed; So with th& 

- -whom all writers agree in saying 
. * 
, ,  . nor order, and consequently, 
.!.might. Before Rfissia 'conqyere 

' were, to a certain extent, under the K " - .. evidently tried to cling to ,Khiva to the 
;I. , -  In one of my interviews with the' K 

-. (nness asked me to whom Herat belonged: 
' " '  I;.' -: I replied, " To Afghanistan." 

Then he asked whether Merv - -I. 

*. - , ,  . to England. 
" 1 said Zhat it belonged to neither, but 



rhicl, *hen was no escaping, a d ,  &&- mpliql c+ if his Majesty had no objectio 

at days later we met an intelligent native, wh 
id,-in a measure, the foremine by saying 

rmeived them, aria gave them presents, an 
lgwd vassal, sent them on m the Russi 

- &s ,at Petro-Alexandrovsk, by whom they w 
LGi received. The  deputation then, return 

mkiva, showed their true character by robb 
@&habitants and making oK In the fol 
&*y deputed others to ask pardon; and. 

!. Khan had sent a represebtative, but up t 
P& of bur conversation the Rlervis had r~aid'n 

k i d  : that qt the bgindng of ~ a ~ - - j u s t  si,: menth4 
.embassy came from Merv undek :Kar 

to Khiva,, and had -set o h  to 

. And what was his reception ? ' I 

@knee ; and uthen ~ a r t b ~ u l - ~ h a n  'wished to in5td."?J 
hr newly-imported govwnord from Khiva, he saw well 
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? .&'s crmrhy."* for almost everything had to be 
: h h r  from Baku, Astrabad, Astrakhan, or adjacent 

. of the Caspian. Hence provisions were dear.. 
had no pheasants, as at K hiva, ; beef cost 3d. a 
mutton z#d., 'and eggs. from qr, to 6s. a 

I purchased apples, rnedlars, and sweet 
, h ~ n + t h e  last, if not dl, being imported from 
t 
: ~ k b a d .  The lemons were very insipid, even to one 
l, j ~ m m e  fmm the desert, but the medlars were good. 
. . : t h e  thin in which Krasnovodsk seemed to be rich B ' wakminera oil in its various forms. About 30 miles 
?.&ant- is the island of Cheleken, where are said to be 

&'IS MICAR KFASUDYODSX OM T H g  SHORE OF THE CASPIAN. 

ngs  -of oitkplithi that supply the fuel for the 
engines. 1 was .also informed of naphtha 

he Kizil Arvat line. Large supplies of 
1 wax have been discovered on the north of the 
Balkans, for the carriage- of which a branch 

n consthcted. There is at KrasnoGodsk 
of alabasrer, and s'alt obtained from the 
d lakes is exported for about 6s. a ton. 

only other produde of the place I remember 
of was fish, caught by Turkomas of the 

r i b ,  living by the sea, a miIe or so outside the 
To visit their collection of tents gave us sorne- 

*Acts xii.520. 



a finger-ring, and a child's ankkt: 
The women showed us amulets wQra 





.' 4 ,  -. 
I 

s@ ?zmm%r cmm.u b'&@c~J 
all methods of cooking, and such ~ $ 1 .  say 
amongst my attendants, crossing f- 
Turkmans dm ezt me4 with oil ilr& 

Outside a tent stacd a. m e  mortar fdkd1bh 
.a stone pestle fbr the p ~ p ~ ~ e , l t h e y d ,  -bf~ 

, grain, but I 5-e to bruise it also.*' - ' 3  
In a. third tent was a child amsina,'Bii 

curiosities from them nomads; but. hc a 
our bent, said he ty~yld take is to S O I & ~ ! -  

&-- mama-, , 4 
. , .-. 
who were living in h w ~  *a- 
Itherefore- returned, -and saw - 
The most. st.ri,&fa_g . - objep i s  + , A  

E'a~tirtjmst.c an- 7 1 , .  

Univ Calif - Dlgi fized by ~ i c r w q i i  @ k:.fl 
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1 .  &At for stores,. which are sometimes packed under 
:' &e. useful Kirgbese.kibitka, side by side with the less 
I M y  R u s s k  linen'tent. Some of the boats on the 

&re I noticed'were of very primitive make, with flat 
1 $&oms, and simply cut out of the trunk of a tree. 
. .j. I Tb Turkmans, Persians, and Armenians live with- ' w$l&.e fortress in flat-roofed, stone houses. Into some 
af &esk we were led throygh. narrow passages, and 

, s h  a variety of massive but coarsely-made jewel- 
jwyA chiefly in the form of amulets worn on the breast. 

: We hd an opportunity also during our stay of seeing 

of tbe keenness of the Armenians, who in 
1 twrlsgcti~is outwit even the Jews. I 
that I .ybbed fo .sell my twa horses; where- 
5 Armenians mrpe tcl offer me for them 5w. 
dderr'd t h ~  i d i a t e  acceptance of the 
ing 1 &ht have further peed of thim, 
the' fdlows c a w  on the morning of the 

as ' leaving to wy , tha* they could give now . +a& ; but rather than be t a k q  advantage of 
d remembering that I might d them in 

Uniw Gllf - Digitized b y  ~ i c t o s o f i  @ 



Baku, I determined to take them across thefCasu;pisun. 
Rosy and Nazar called the day after m r  arrival, -ta 
say that they had secured some freight for a homewad 
passage, and nominally to bid us good-bye but hivting 
also that a little more sugar, etc., would be acceptable. 
On giving it, I-enjoined upon Nazar to t&. care of 
the letter to the Governor, upon which he  ~ r d e  in 
Oriental fashion, pointing to his head,* and &:dff to 
recross the desert. rn 

We started on the evening of the 24th. : imbrought 
my baggage and steeds on board the Ku&, bound 
for Baku, and it seemed to savour somewhat, af home 
when I found that the boat was built in hnzon ,  and 
had done service first on the coast of Finland, and sub- 
sequently had been brought d Petersliurg, through 1 
the canals to the Volga, and so into the 
first mate, too, though a Russian ba 
EngIish service, and I was glad to hear. 
EngIish tongue. Several enginee 
engaged in surveying about Askhabad, wee on b 
one of whom had met O'Donovan. I 
two or three Russian officers who knew 
Merv. 

We had to wait for the arrival of the fw 
tugged from Mikhailovsk, full of cattle and 
and it was not until two in the morning that 
We were at sea all next day, making 
sage of rgo miles, and landed at Baku eai-ly on 
morning of the 26th. The long and sometik rob 
haunted post-road from Tiflis had preventd me 
I 880 from travellin to see the " eternal T and 1 was devout y hoping that the 
now be opened, so as to obviate the 
about 400 miIesl journey by telega. 

We went to Dominique's Hotel " ~talia,"-and 
that a train was to start in two days, but s h ~  
were not purchasable, and that it was difficult to 

* " Neither shalt thou swear by thy head" (Matt. v. j6) 
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My way, moreover, was not made smoother 
&om the fact that some Englishmen who had preceded 
h had had the bad taste to accept a free passage, and 

.  the^ to write to the papers complaining of the slowness 
W, the administration. I went, however, to Baron 
S W h ,  the Governor, an& havin presented my cre- f & ~ t i a l ~ ,  w-as told that matters s ould be arranged. 
M i d y  was now left to visit the ail-wells at Bala- 
b n e ,  and the monastery of the fire-worshippers at 
Sa~akhane. The latter is empty, the last priest; I 
wd; having contracted a habit of paying less atten- 

to fire than to' fire-water. 
? On Tuesday- we arrived at the Baku station, as 

. .M; at noon, with rather more than a quarter of 
, but we did not start 
packed in a third-class 

sorts and conditions of 
n, some of whom smoked, 

d, I cannot pretend that I slept well 
Better by far to have been in my tent 
s! Improvements awaited me, how- 

ong the passengers to whom 
M. Irnmanuel NGbel, a 

" in these parts, and ,his local 
for him the luxury of a horse- 

o share, so that we were 
i n  common our provisions and 

J 

expend&- on the 350 miles was nearly as 
took me to cross America, betause we 

engine that had met with 
dlast train to be unloaded ; but 

ot longer, and was Inore 
more economical, than if we had 

very thankful, therefore, for 
nce when on the Saturday morning early 

the intelligence that we had 



, TeStapents in the prison3 and hospitals $fa 
- casus, so - that - every prisoner and hosp'id - - -  - 

~j1~'ih England that to carry out the 
I 

1.. would be needed in the 
. I Grusinian, Tatar, Turkish, 

,-'I Greek, German, Italian and French la 
Committee had kindly made the granG am 

I-- just arrived was to indicate where the 
i placed, and to whom they should be sent., 

' 1 fore, seemed to be pcecdiog  correctIy, . 
I very- rapidly, and therei .was, anthing for, m 

the matter but to wish the local apent G d h e d  

! 1 .  little difficulty, 1 managed to get on rhe-wtwdi 
. - + - Speak!ng\ of money, I may add that I !- t 

m :. - acquaintance of Herr. Bayern, a naturaliarm 
'i -;.-:.ghqrian, who had a magnificent .collec*N 
I,' -.; and who, when' I showed him my few, 

I W& left TiAis on December 4th, and, a& 
- % I_  night at P ~ t i ,  opened our .umbrellas far. 

since the preview 17th of August. 1$41H 
' . however, was' now broken, and on going .: Batoum we had to wait there because of 

north of ,the Black .Sea, before we 

-.by the kindness and attention of Mr. / ,  - 
7 . ' .  . 

. ' ' * ~q i ,&%~b.D i~ i f&ed  b y  Microsoit@ 
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. :.;< - >,. 
, . ,+," LC: tql&.l, 

obtained &hose services as ' - v i c & ~ o n s i d - ~ e r ~  CI 
I 

Government may think th&sel;es :fortui?art&i 9.1 

4 
. . 1. e h o w s  the Caucasus thorcbughl'y~,::-and :@eaks;; 

&m ha say how- many of its tonguei. :odd& efio$.&, 
pJef his brother at Krasnoiarsk, in Siberia,~nd 

#$ 'w had already prebeded me to the Consulat$j. 
M r w  of *a party returned from a Siberiah 

, 8 t b -  ' 

, + e6 bpd a fine - view from gatourn - of the 
chain of mountains, snow-capped all,.d 

peaks of Mount Elburz standing 
and when, after leaving Batouh, we 

e Sukum, I was spkcially interested in the v 
am fortunate enough to possess aii 

the celebrated Russian sea pain 
" Off Sukum Kali," that was given 
when he made his &bat in London; 

was the Pacs~hkin, the finest for it 
in. The captain .had 

to call at: all the po 







stationary and travelling days, with distances in lnilea traversed by rail, water, driving, and riding ; also the 
3 numbers employed of horses, drivers, and camels. 

-- 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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APPENDIX 

ON 

.HE DIPLOMACY A N ,  DEUMITA TION . 

DIPLOMACY. 

DELIMITATKIR. . 
l e  ~ornmission and boundary.- 

ing, and site of. first p~llar 
starting eastwards.-Pillars t 
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1'. Rwsiap claims in the Kushk mlley resisted.-From Hauz-i-Khan 
. to  Maruch&.-Diiculties about Pan'deh. . Weather, Christmas, 
; and sport.-Spni of papu~ioo.-dificZties adjusted ; delimi- 

.tation recmrnene$ and M a  arranged nearly to the O x u s i  
F m h  d i m e s ,  and reference to Europe.-Demarcation continued 
to Daubtabad.-From Andkhui to Bosagha.-Survey of the Oms 
bnk8, and withdrawal of Commissioners.-Where is Khoja Saleh ? 
8-4ettlkment a t  St. Peteraburg.-Afghan losses and gains.-Results 
of dellmitation. im ved relations with, and greater knowledge 
ef, Mghanista~.xter proximity of Russia.-Vulnerability of 

, . 4~ frontier, and railway extension towards India. 

i 
DISCUSSION. 

Sonmes of previous infatmatiop imperfect.-Subject looked at :- 
h m  a Russian standpoint.-En fish meddlesome, askin "inten- 
. tions.'? -Apprehensims on s i v a a  +nneiatioo. -& Bull's 

,+mapds and interference.-Precipiwcy of action after annexa- 
t ~ o n  of Merv.-Slowness in corning to terms;-Need of Russian 
prclkefulnese in delimitation. 

an English standpoint.-Russian advance to the Urals, the .. l f i .  and Viernv.-to in in^ forces from Orenburg. in 1864.- 
~ o k b i r a  conquered.-Encro&hments from the casp&n, and stow- . 

. cess in deLim1tation.-Dishonourable delav. 
~ r o m  a general standpoint.-Two nations sqiabbling -for selfish ends 

over worthless territory.-The inhabitants, brigands.-Unconcern 
d England at Turkoman raids.-Thousands of slaves liberated 

. Wet Russian )rule;-Safet on Russian ost-roads.-A- railwa 
lrv@ed.-Let not ~ n ~ h d ' b e  jealous of %ursia.-Why not bo& 

e fnends ? 

N . W A ~ ~ M S  upon the, boundary of Afghanistan appear to have 

i- l f i ~  r n o a  by the Earl of Clarendon, Minister of State 
or Foreign Affairs, to Baron Brunnow, the Russian Ambassadgr 
lil! htrrlon, in 1869. Russia at that W e  was pushing forward 
2rerwqu&s in the direction of India. Russian Turkistan had 

ictorious General Kaufmann in 1867, 
Bokhara ww subdued. This brought 
@ie banks of the Oxus, so that only 

separa$ing what might be regarded as 
:!%-endpn, therefore, on several occa- 

sions Niated ow i ~ . a  Eqnd!y yay to the Russian Ambassador 
'bw-desirable it waa t h j  $he pmic+l  r e l a b s  then existing 

Russia and .England shoyld be maintained, and not 
.Ytkrfered with by any possible W u t e s  op  the Indian frontier. 
I' To this end Lord Clarendpn " eqrnpstly r-momplepded the recog- 
!Hion ( ~ f  some territory es qeutral between h e  possessions -of 
I 39 - 

llnrv C.311i - Digrfized by Microsoft 



, 610 

replied that he had re 

had been under the rule o 
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; . &mvitle-mate to Lord Loftus, OF Ambassador at St. Peters- 
Wg, stating that Her Majesty's Government,. from evidence 

: . k f o ~ e  them, considered as fully belonging to Afghanistan :- 
' E. Badakshan, with Wakhan, fro111 Lake Sir-i-kul to the 

junction of the Kokcha river, with the Oxus forming 
- the northern boundary of this province throughout. 

~ 2 .  ,'Afghan Turkistan, comprising the districts of Kunduz, 
Khulm, and Balkh, the northern boundary of which 
would be the line of the Oxus from the junction of the 

- Kokcha river to the post of the .Khoja Saleh inclusive. 
113. The internal districts of Akcha, Sir-i-pull Maimana, Shibir- 

, . gha ,  and Andkhui, the latter of which would be the 
. extreme Afghan frontier possession to the north-west. 

q., The western Afghan frontier between the dependencies 
I " of Herat and thbse of the f ersian province of Khorassan 
I . -  is well known, and need not here be defind. 

'This statement was submitted to the Russian Government, 
i and Prince GortchakofF, after explaining the causes of delay in 

i trsnLing the necessary investigations in Turkistan, said that the 
result of these investigations was in accordance with the opinion 

I of k English Government so far as concerned the Oxus for a 
boundary between the Kokcha and Khoja Saleh. They had 

. fqed, however, to discover that Shere Ali Khan exercised-actual 
sovereignty over Badakshan and Wakhan, and consequently 

! doubted whether the claim to. these provinces should be ad- 
mitted. As for the boundaries on the north-west, starting from 
Kh#a Saleh, information received threw doubt upon the Afghan 

, possession of Akcha, Sir-i-pull Mairnana, Shibirghan, and 
' Andkhui ; but as these were separated from Bokhara by deserts 
md if the English Government adhered to its opinion as to the - expediency of comprising' these places in Afghan territory, "the 
1-1 Cabinet would be disposed, as far as this portion of 

+ Ihe :boundary is concerned, to accept the line laid down in 
Granville'i despatch." 3 Eotqoing was written by Prince Gortchakoff on December 
1872, and on the following 24th of January Her Majesty's 

'- B&etament,- '' relying upon the friendly feelings of the Emperor," 
laid b&re him afresh the grounds on which Shei-e Mi's claims 
were based, to which Prince. Gortchakoff replied, a week later, 
*at, according to Russian vievs, Badakshan and Wakhan en- 
joyed.a certain independence! yet, not wishing to give too promi- 
.nent importance to this deta~l, he added, "We do not refuse to 
zPeeept the line of boundary laid down by England." 

.., Thus, in 1873, the Upper Oxus from Sir-i-kul to Khoja Saleh 
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was recognized. as a bouidaty, ctitain speci 
admitted to belong to Afghanism, whilst &he 
frontier between .Herat and Khorassan was 
known. In addition to this .agreement reqe 

-beforehand to the English 
expedition was said to be the pudehrnent .o 
.not the annexation of teStory, though after 
,Russia inbrmed England that she- had uneK 
herself obliged to construct a hrt, and to a m  
the Steppe. 

This aroused British app 
January 7t h, r 874, ".called t 
m a t  tp the dangers that might result fr 
Russia in ,Central Ada, to the balance of 
been endeavoured to establish in those coun 
standing between the two Governmmts," and 



Gortchakoff added that the 

Russian frontier towards Afghanistan 
which it, is equally in the interest 

ith sincere satis- 
was contrary to 

that orders had been givm that future 



61 4 

- recognized as unpractical ;. that while 
+ .  o f-action, they should be guided by a 

regard to thei? respective interests. b 
possible; apy immediafe contact with 
collision between the Asiatic States plak 

Persian bcirder ,in the 
December, I 88 I ,  Earl Granville tele 
at Tehrani ." Reports have appeared 
here. that the Turkomans at . Merv 

* Russians. Has -any intelligence re 
Mr. Thornson replied in the negat 
tions appear. to have lately passed 
Russian$ with a view to submiss 
good conduct of the tribes;" 

A month' later, on 2nd February, 1882, the 
English pubUc being somewhat disturbed, Earl 
conversation with Prince Lobanow, the Russian - 

hood of the Heri- 
be done with regard Yo the 

On ~ 2 n d  February follo 
Granville that the Rus 
continued validity of th 

. , 
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of which the Ambas- 

Perso-Russian as -, - 

had expressed the hope that Russia wo-uld take 
e government of their country " ; and the same night 
+med, Edward Thornton that His Imperial " 
&pqni~~d. ta accept the allegiance. . 

is OF were just then turned to her military , 

s, in Egypt .and the Soudan, so. that the annexation of 
&s excitement in London,than might otherwise 

: &* been eqietted. In .a fortnight, however, on 29th February, 
,%Wq, was sent to Sir Edward Thornton a long historical m e m e  
randmu of the corresppndtnce between the two govern.meIlts 
especting the possibility of an eventual advance of Russia, to 
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abstained fmm obs 
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, that <' the imperial Cabinet :' , . ,: . . . 



;~dQI$iCave hndon early in Sepbember. ' , *  p. 

;@;:fh~ 7th September M. de C i e ~  wrbk tp 4 
; hohton, that, n a t w i t W h g  the.Memce dm 
: .i:'perg governments as to t(u inativctioas p k;rM 
!@&&niissioners. the Irnneiid Government did .mbl 

.,,; -yc ' *F -~ ,... . &Q: be& woi-kf'bbefore winter 'jet in. . , . . ' . .: , -1~!11$ -... '-:;.- *. M~anwlGlk, 'on- the 14th Oc,t,aber; Sir Edward W 
! _ ..- 
g. $hgFICera'1, eknay bpd visited him, m d  ?hou&ti 
+. h. ?.$& .''d&ir&Me . 'that'; a. mrtaii. mac . s h o d  :k ,.w 



ich th,e ~om&donera 
north-west boundary 

lie, and outside 'pf which the, Com- 
be allowed f o extend their explorations. 

should be the limit to 
Heri-Rud far to the 
wards to, 'Maimana, 

r miles to Sari-Yazi. 



., i . . T ~ e -  Russiaris tGn intilhated. on. thd ~ j t h  

.1 . . .' , tl&s 7jb-which Lord Orah* r a p l q  dn t l ( ~  
k"di,'StLl.' the' Russim .Amksadbr in Lorid-; 

Ttb&gard ~ul4-~ l ia tun  'and. ~anjdeh as outsi& & h a i i d  
P(:. h b  -thus matte6 continued fbr r mmahr- om ' 3 

,%inday bginmng h n  ' versts , sawth of ;F.o 
a be subseq;ently laid d o h  by the :CoW 

&$'M. Lesssr, adiEnginser,offiecr, would p. 
o.,kh m d M :  to '.helC the Ambassador by 

thii  h e  iieard " a' iiussiiu outpost of fd&-five. n* 
have' idyakc&, and are 4 t l d ~  . facin~ the h 



62 I 

, and sying, *' Her Mahty's 
the boudary should be marked 

hnographical. conditions, 
rial right or other con- 
not accept the new 
cause they thought it 

were "prepared to  





; hwever, to leave to Afghanistan what was impo 
g k d  purposes, provided the communications k 



DELIMITATION. 
i-;. 

- 
D ~ P L O M A ~ C  negotiations' being arranged thus 
Commissioner appointed was Sir j. West Rid 
by Major Durand, and for the Russian Cammi 
Kuhlberg, chief of the topographical staff at 
by Captain Guedeonoff, of the Russian Engineers, 
astronomer. Each Commissioner was accompanied $7 4 gnff 
of officers, amongst whom was M. Le~sar ,  a civ£J.&neer, 
but who was attached as political adviser, the ody #& 
"political," I am told, in the Russian camp, Whibt the 
British side were abundance of " politicals," but no =&zed 
scientific officer. 11 I 

The boundary Sine was to be drawn from the fl:eri'+d .to 
the Oxus across the hilly country, which bounds an M o u t h  
the low flat deserts of Turkmenia, and was to begin a+ Z s k a r .  
The right bagk of the Reri-Rud, it should be 

is an elevated plateau pierced by two principd 
Garm-ab near Pul-i-Khatun, and the Zulfikar, 
(named after Zu-al-fakar, the sword of Mnhamrnydj jh re iQ 
a ford, which gives r convenient means of kossing f i ~ ~ . 4 e r s i a  
to reach the Herat valley. This h r d  was much w d  dm, 
formerly, by the  Turkornan raiders, in cmsequenoc' pf which 
Kilich Khan, the wise minister of Yar Muhammudi:hilt here 
one of his towers to w t c h  and check the incursions o f ~ ~ ~ e k k  
and Salor marauders on this threshold of 
pass, when approached on the Afghan side, 
yards wide, with precipitous sides rising from W to five 
hundred feeL It is from two to three miles long, ,md soon 
narrows, being at one point not more than thirty y&s b- 
where, the sides continuing precipitous, the plaac dwld ke 
easily held by a few braves against a large force. -7% ravine 
with its two openings could easily be made practicable for 
artillery, but it does not appear to be of very gr& rn i l i t e .  
importance. - -, - r I 

The British Commission marched thither on them of 
November, and the first unofficial visit of the G h ~ s s i o n ~ ~  
t d  place on the following day. Just two months had d a p s d  
since the signing of the protopol, and a formal madting of t h i  
Commissioners being held. on the monling of the .I ~kh, a good 
deal of work was got through at once. On the 12th th$ 
hrnissiouers rode wt across the entrance k I lrhd 
Pass, and, going north under the great scarp that 0-0 
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& river fmm the eas$ they fixed upon a .site for the first pillar 
+ d Russo-Afghan boundary on the right bank of the Heri- 
Rd, at a -pint  "about 8,Sm f e t  distant from a small tower 
sitmkd on a mound at the entrance of the Zdfikar Pass." 

. Wwk having thus fairly begun, all the English officers were 
! fm by the Russian officers, on the evening of the rqth, to 

h f i e r .  A building under the pass, probably a soldiers' guard- - &ginally, was metamorphosed into a dining salmo; the 
-s joined outside in excellent part singing; and it is 
m n t  to learn that, notwithstanding the bad blood that had 

stirred in England during the diplomatic negotiations, bath 
w a n s  and English, on the scene of action, found themseIves 
--a friendly social footing. Two days later a return dinner 

- ww given to the Russian Commission, whose welcome to the 
; Wglish camp was expressed in bonfires along their pathway. 

pleasure of these meetings seems to have been genuine 
wbwh sides, the crowning act of hospitality and good will 
b&g first shown by the Cossacks, who seized an unfortunate 
-1ish officer who had proposed their health, and, placing him 
on their outstretched arms, tossed him like a ball-that is, in 
"$dhd~zlate" fashion, as it is called in Siberia-the correct 
W g  being to throw up the favoured guest ti11 he touches the 
cdhg.  How the men of the Bengal Lancers succeeded in 
i-g this custom of the Cossacks with one of the Russian 
efiiotrs is not recorded ; but according to a Moscow newspaper 
t h y  attempted it. 

She work of delimitation was now taken up in earnest, and the 
W.mangement was that the Russian staff, being so strong in 
to-phea, should undertake the topography of the "zone " ; 
4 t h t  the three English survey officers should complete the 
triangulatien of the district, and furnish the necessary basis for 
qmgraphy, by fixing sufficient points. Subsequently, however, 
&e English sdmyors had to take a part of the topography 
m well as all the triangulation. The survey parties started 

, -ward on the I 8th of November. Pillar No. 2 was placed 
b & e  top of the neighbouring rock commanding pillar No, r .  ' - WB pillar No. z the frontier turns to ,the north for a distance 

rn qf abut half a mile as far as pillar No. 3, which is situated 
' asn an emineqce at the western extremity of a. detached portion 
' &.&e cliff. From thence the frontier runs in a straight line 
' t u m r d s  the top of a steep hill about a mile and a half distant 
h an ea.st-north-easterly direction, and reaches pillar No. 4, 

I placed an a low mound in the plain!' And so the work+con- 
hued ,  and that without discussion, up to pillar No. 14, near 

I 40 
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by the too closi contact of shepherds Ad flocb. 
side. 

The protocol directed that the line from Islim s 
4 i  the crests of the hills which border the right 
Eai-Geok." leavina Chaman-i-bed outside of 

Egri-Gevk runs) & far Hauz-i-Khan. 
On reaching Chaman-i-bed, the boundary line had, 

eighty miles from Zulfikar, over., uninhabited pasturn .- 
only culturabk land at Zulfikar lies south of the *&@ 
river valley, the greater portion of it being 
Chaman-i-bed was reached the second strip of cuIti 
the valley of the Kushk being here, as at 
uninhabited. It is, moreover, only of late years that tb 
valley has been tilled by the Panjdeh Turkomans; -+ 
score the Russians chimed .more than thirky mil- ai' 
southwards, up to within fifteen miles of Kushk it4:cta 
claim (on the spot and at the time) was misted, a boundary was drawn some thirty miles north of the ,p 
Russians wished to have. . 

north of Maruchak!' - ~ c c o r d i n ~ l ~  ihe Commission 
> - 

Khan on r 5th December, and marched down the IQ* 

English, the two rnkhed to Maruchak on the M 
Higher on this river, and about thirty miIes to 

is Bala Murghab, whilst twenty miles beIow 
Panideh. Panideh. which means five villaws. is n& a' 

---- 
approach therein to a house is a low, flat-roofed maw& ~ --# 

inhabitants belong for the most part to the S ~ . :  
Turkomanr,.rvhose leldr and past- were tg be l c & a  
Afghanistan. The water supply, cultivation, . and pa) 
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W-g to Prtnjdefi, however, were 'so mixed up with similar 
.rights and property situated in the upper portion of the 
Kasklr, Kashan, and Murghab stteams, that to delimitate a 
f-k across these valleys was a work of very great difficulty, 
nas had the Commissioners been able ta reconcile the conflicting 
A@tm add Russian claims, when 'the seasan warned the 
pditiml staff into winter quarters, though the survey staff kept 
tks:ficld during the entire winter. 

. Up till now the weather had .been warm and lovely, but .at 
Maiuchak winter came suddenly and without warning. On the 
36tb December the sun was bright and hot$ on the 21st the 

went round to the north, clouds came up, and snow fell 
for khrea days, after which the weather was again lovely, but 
the cold intense, the minimum on December 24th being zQ 

zero. On the 25th the English invited the Russians 
to their Christmas dinner, and an Boring Day returned the 
vmk to a Russian lunch, soon after which the British started 
fer &eir winter camp at CharSkamM. From the 28th of 
member ,  1885, to the fallowing 7th of January, however, 
they were detained by bad weather at Karawal Khana. 
Dvring their winter stay of four months, those officers who 

chose to risk the cold had good sport within reach, two guns 
, bpringiqg home on the first afternoon fifty pheamts, afterwards - sawnty for the same two guns, and so on. Snipe and 

were also to be had, but nat easily, because of the mud 
snmrp, and canals to be traversed. Up till r ~ t h  Fe 
thr weather continued very severe, the themometer some 
rqistming 40" of frost. 

hbnwhile t k  Amter had k e n  communicated with co 
- cerning tk chima of the Russians, and their desire to 

allowed te construct a darn, if necessary, across the Murghab 
at a canal head, Oo which His Highness replied by a cordial 
ackeptance of the frontier'as far as settled, and gave permission 

', Tm h e  construction of the dam, providing, however, that it 
L m m  not be used for a bridge nor for locating there a Russian 

[ post. This arrangement caused the frontier line to 
k brought to the M bank of the Murghab almost due west, 
lmad of a point '!to the north of" Maruchak, as in the i , w d  ; but it ' was thought fair, if the Russians were to 

i &pa Panjdeh, that they should hold the head of the canal 
ort;wkich its very existence deperaded. , 

T b  Afghan inhabitants of the country over which the bgundary 
line had been drawn thus far were few in number. The fist 
wd second strips of cultivation have already ken spoken of 
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the line of frontier was to take an easterly or 
bearing, and the principle guiding the direction 

of the pastures between 
line of rivers. This arrangement .w 
land from what had. been considered 
land, however, over which for many 
for the Afghan Uzbegs to graze, 
went, as they occasionally did, 
protection; and as much land 
been usefully and .sa 
flocks. 

In carrying out the foregoing principle, difficulti 
Commissianers' owing to the vague knowledge o 
possessed by the officers on both- sides. The 
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. h h g i n g  to the respective populations will be left to the 
. Zommissioncrs. In the event of their not arriving at an un- 

derstanding, this delimitation will be settled by the two Cabinets 
on the basis of the maps drawn up and signed by the Com- 
mhioncrs." An appeal, therefore, was made in the present 

J-ance to the home governments, which-at first caused a flutter 
rn the Exchange- in St. Petersburg, but did not a 
:fiicndly reIations previously existing between the 
d the Commissions, both of whom awaited in the 

Murghab the decision of their respective governm 
On the 17th of April the difficulties had not been su 
ht the Commissioners met again ; and when, by the 1st of Ma 
*e prospects of a settIement were improving, it w 
that the joint Commission should move on 
rainy weather the English Commissioner and political 
did not leave Char-Shambeh until the 7th of May, tw 
Jter which they arrived near Maimana. Here 
mas very unsettled, and floods prevailed, with 
natives, one entire village of thirty families being destroyed nea 
the British Commissioner's camp, 
On the I gth of May the Commissioners arrived at Daula 

bad, and on the 15th held a joint sitting, when the frontier . definitely fixed from the Murghab to within forty miles of t 
&us, on the meridian of the Dukchi wells, fifty miles nor 
of Andkhui, for which last-named place the British Commi 
sbers Ieft Daulatabad on the 17th. 
The Russians foIlowed on h e  r 8th, pitched their camp tw 

d e s  from the town, where, a few days later, was held a parad 
of the British escort, in honour of the 
From this place the joint Commission p 

and enamped between the Bosagha distri 
Kham-i-ab district of Khoja Saleh. On 
the thermometer at more than I# in 
mission commenced the survey of the 1 
dapia, or Oxus, to KiEf, the Russians also surveying 

I dad left banks to Chushk Guzar, By the 18th the 
ken traced and piIlars erected to wit 
river, and no new question had been 

. h 20th of June, I S86, the Commission 
its kbours, except as to agreeing abou 
S&h, a tract of thirty square miks of 
ants, and prqducing a revenue of £ 1,500 
three pillars would need to be placed, b 
important was the matter regarded that its settlement was 1 

I 
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ts the English 6n'd Russian &wrnments, and 
uf the C o d e n  k r r t  their ways, the 
the Russians homeward 
- B t  had been foreseen h several nmi~ths; thaei 
wodd probably arise as to the exact po& 
shauld strike the Gxus. .All the :d&mmbi~ s d l  ffl 
Saleh!' But where was Kkoja Sdeh? This n-21 
chiefly from the recard -nf Alexander Burnes, 
crossed the Oxus at such, a dace. &irk+the .A 

if.. Hc the passa 
m i n ~  horses in fdkenkinutek. and de&bes the & 
mile-across, ahd frarn seven t~ twenty feet deep. W 
on the river's bank, bearing such a nanre, h now tw4 
the river having e d e d  the southern banks very t 
There exists aear the stream the shrine of a saint; c-a 
i-Khwaja $alor, ,which gives ite name to the Wac&& 
stretching about t w e n t y - k  miles along the r i m  to 
and known to the Afghans as. Khwaja Galor or IG 
The Russians, therefore, who had been made to 
Ietter rather than the spirit of the documents 9 

A 
desired the same for the English, and would have 3 
drawn to the seraf on the river. near the shrine 

to the conclusion that a spot in the small distriotdd 
eight miles below the shrine, was the place inknded 
but they desired that the boundary should be &it 

district dkd  Khoja Saleh. 

3 
Kham-i-ab and Bosagha-that is, at the -era tiMl 

Reasons urgedan f m u r  of this were, that the w a 
entirely by AFghans and Afghan subjects, thougk,d 

:r are 
taxes 

the 
was 

d & 

goam 
nized t 

lorship, 4 
:v Russia 

iais of 
ltier be 
I d i d  

Afghal 
tween 1 
h Iatm 

listam and 
;h& border 

I3)Bce thc 
staff map comspo~tjs in latitude and kg i tude  'd* ' 

'Ib cut off this &strict, ' t k f o ~ e ,  b f a w r  :of-- 
-Ikitish Commission felt would k k, dispsaess..th 
Integral p t  of Afghanistan. 

4 .& 
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'knd  80 the mafter stood when Sir West Ridgeway went to 
St, Petersburg to argue with Privy Councillor ZinovieE By 
lath &ril it had been agreed that the affair should be 
settled by mutual concessions, and on 27th July, 1887, Sir 
Weat Ridgeway wrote to the Marquis of Salisbury, inclosing 
" the original protocol containing the settlement of the north- 
weetern frontier 'of Afghanistan," and explaining thus : 
"According to the London protocol of the 10th September, 
~885, the d e y  of Panjdeh was ceded to Russia. It was at 
&t time supposed by the British and Russian Governments . . '.: ' 
&d the Saryks were confined to that valley, while, in fact; " 

base people had extended their cultivation into the side valleys r 
' d the Kushk and Kashan, where they had opened canals and 
reclaimed a considerable amount of land. Their shekp, 
exclusively enjoyed the pastures between the Kushk 
Murghab. 
. "When the joint Cornmi'ssioners reached the distri 
tion, and the true state of the ease became known, the Ru 
Commissioner claimed that the Saryks should be left in g 
session of the lands. The letter of the London protwo1 
however, dearly opposed tp this claim, and the Saryks we 
k ~ r d i n ~ 1 ~  ousted, . , . 

" When the joint Commission reached the Oxus it was 
blished that, if literal effect were given to the agreement of I 87 
the district of Kham-i-ab, and perhaps nearly the whole 
Sadeh district, would be severed from Afghanist 
mareover) it would be necessary to divide between 
trnts of those districts and the Uzbeg inhabitan 
Twkistm the pastures and wells which are 
common by both. Such a division would have been a 
matter, attended with considerable hardship to both 

('It was after consideration of these facts that Her 
Government authorized me to negotiate a settlemen 
ta which the Ameer should restore to the Saryks 
lqnds of which they had been deprived between the 

.b rghab ,  in exchange for the withdrawal of the Russian claims 
k all the districts at present in the pssession of the Afghans 
*rr the Oxus, and to the wells and pastures necessary for the 
~ p e - r i t y  of the Uzbegs of Afghan Turkistan." 

Sir West added, "It will be seen that Russia has merely 
&ed the lands and canals necessary for her Saryk subjects, 
and that Kara Tapa, ChahiI Dukhter, Torshekh,-the pnly 
possible sites for a cantonment within the lands once occupied 
by the Saryks,-have a11 b e p  left within the Afghan frontrer." 



Number of sq. miles of cultivation . 
*I H I* PI 

,, ,, wells in waste 

Revenue . . . . . . . Nil. . 

eleven and a half miles nearer 
no outposts were placed on the 

next day Her Majesty's G 
Ambassador, Sir Robert MoriCr, and to Sir Wes 
their hearty congratulations on the successful res 

regarded in various ways 
Afgkanistan now has a N 

Afghanistan, who, seven .years ago, cherished 
towards the English. Now they have suffered 
of British troops to pass through their country, 
given the last of them an honourable reception in du 
capita1 of Kabul. 

Another result of a more definite character has 
in our vastly-increased information concerning 

graphy of Herat exa 

Of which only 14 a& culturable. 
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\ 
?.& aamntg mapptd from the Paropamisus to Kandahar. 
..  tion on has been gained also concerning the Afghan 
:. t r i h  wr history, nuqbers, revenue, taxes, fighting strength, 
- c-, manners, and occupations, besides which special 
- v r s o n s  were told off for f ie  study of the botany, natural m, a d  geology of the country. Specimens likewise have 
Beto collected and drawings and photographs taken. 
4% a set-off to this it must be recognized that Russia has 

b m m  allowed to advance in some places from fifty to one 
miles south of the Clarendon-Gortchakoff line, over 

trJritory, it is true, where Afghan authority was somewhat 
W o w y  ; but she has secured Panjdeh and the Murghab up to 
,Maqchak, as well as the. Kushk Valley, wherein is a road 

,. ufnm Meshed, though no possible site seemingly for a canton- - Nevertheless, this brings hw lands to within about sixty 
dies of Herat, which she has it in her power to menam, by 
n w  of her contiguity to the more fertile territory of 

' Afghanistan. According to military opinion, an advance to be 
-ma& in force across the new frontier must be directed 
$h one of four lines : ( I )  from Sarakhs through Kungruali 

, -4 Gulran; (2) from Merv and Panjdeh, by the Kushk 
why direct ; (3) by the Murghab and Kalah Wali Valleys, 
vhf Mairnana; (4) along the Oxus to Kerki or Kilif, and 

I t h c k  on Andkhui or Mazar-i-skerif. The Chtsl, or wilder- 
, -4, is believed to be impassable at other parts, except 
b mounted bodies of small strength. As for an invasion 
.aC bd ia  through Afghanistan, it would seem that our 
Wphs are most easily assailable, either by Herat and 
Candahr or through Mazar-i-sherif, Kunduz, or some 
town in Badakshan; and then over the passes of the Hindu 

.. h s h  to KabuL To oppose such an invasion it is said that 
KandGar and Kabul should each be occupied by a force from 
; bdk, and that, w h q  the railway and telegraph connect India 
.* Kabul and Kandahar, and unite also, if possible, the . W-named places, we shall then be ready for an emergency. 
-,PIeanwhik Russia has ext~nded her Trans-Caspian railway 
M, celerity beyond Askhabad, through Baba Durmaz, to 
hshak ,  390 miles from the Caspian, but less than 250 miles 

. &-.@ straight line from Herat. In this direction it does not 
&end at present, but runs 260 miles north-east through 
Merv to the Oxus at Charjui, whence it is to continue another 
230 miles to Satnarkand,-+ distance in all from the Caspian of 
8go miles. Thus it will be seen that Russia has now connected 

- her bases of operation in Central Asia to an advantage she 



never enjoyed befern. A. to' the co&n&.& 
southwards, it should be noticed that ,the distanae 
to the Afghan frontier is as far oply as .fivd 

between making the Turkoman and Afghah lines', iih 
, Akhanistan there exist fm, if any, natural di- 
.' overcome, for population and water exist ahoakam& 

, .to, those o<.the Ganges. % , 
.,l , . . . - ,  . 

, , DISCLJSSION.. :.'; :iq 
, . *. . , . 

- 
:'.:%They give bnly the main British and Romian &I 
;;>TGqatirraUy omit to paint out that the Russians 

., appioached the subject of demvcption from :!{: points of view. The Russian Commissirm was P 
.;::< and based its arguments on geographical, and e 

,r',principles, whereas the English made it a political q 

.therefore, attempt to express myself othhise than ina 
;.and non-professional manner. .. I? 

. - 
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.-TI0 kuk art the matter, then, fmm three points of view : if I 
~ M a u i l l  dh h;tgint myself addmssing Mr. BuH thCs :- 

Q#W o w  n I h e  on our side in such numbers that some of 

seem bachard, we, in a weak moment, 
out that an underatanding should be 



- ' . , . <  

the possession of Panjdeh 
god woukd.be the Parop 

determined, and we 11 
kicking the bdl wit 

authorities should 
ments "; that is t 

lose what they expected would be their p u n d  
up positions accordingly at Pul-i-Rhatun and 

defining l L  zones." It is hardly tca much .to 
all our difficulties, delays, and disagreements 
making '* agreements" without even an demen' 
of the geography or ethnography of the Imali 

As. for the actud work of delimitation, the 
were remarkably fine fellows, one of whom 
dealing with us Russians they had to be v 
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the. eyelids, bolarcr, was nebled 
of variations of Englhh ideas, 

g documents accord- 

; ' but, when it came 
e you but to go from' 
s I fancy you found,. 
thened, it is said,! 
Commission came 

of merchants , . . that 
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also the roads leading thereto, 
be with difficulty, to seize that place." . ,  

Both these, surely, were instmces of bare fed  robbery hl ' 1580 and 1720 respectively ; and though to l%k' back so far 
might bring to light blotches on a good marry of our eacutckms, 
yet the mention of the latter date is useful to r e d  W migin, of 
your forts on the Irtish. 

length gave you a casm 
forts IOU attacked sirnult 
Ata, and so joined your forces from e 
Chimlrent. This brings us to 1864, 
gave out that the long-desired fronti 
Russian expansion in Central Asia ha 

Vain words 1. Tashkend was s 
hostilities having cea 
General of Orenburg 

desired to come to an understandi 
us ? W e  then. 

only by annexations from Khiva, 
rgents on the south-eastern shore o 
your recannoitring or other expaditions had beta 
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at business had you there at all ? And 
rn ,them or their Kirghese cousins, why, 

of your merchants you must, ere this, 
! Besides which, the remedy was 
+e Emir of Bokhara is said to have 

is nitrchants who complained to him 
neighbouring kingdom, they were 

ly be surprised that after this 
e arrangement as to the fron- 

e business is concerned, you 
d do not appear to have done 
1st as for the Afghan frontier, 

quite readily, your action 
eutset was not all that could be desired. Having 
to the 13th October as a date for a meeting of the 

r to have stuck to the 
n hindrance. Nothing 
missioner about a zone 

for you to intimate that, until some arrange- 
about the zone, your Commissioner ','would 
Tiflis" .was most dishonourable. It was 

e 1st of April, that you 
proposed by you or 
know not whom to 
; .but cectainly .the 

concessions brought out only new demmds, made, 
, for the purpose of embarrassi~lg us and causing a 

etween En&nd and Afghanistan rather than for the 



. . 
. . Turning lastly, W b e  
, ' , and looking at the datter as;.bnt 

diserdeif of'this p &at *+re, 
-pankind iq genkral, -an& the . 
.tk?, one .might say,:-- 
: - .. 

- - - - - -  - d L .  ---. - - 

, ;rL'fEitaian-d desires for ~f&aOiatan .,&y +he w~G 

: ~ ~ * < , : ~ ~ f ~ ~ n d <  %11?thi& -& a little b* :?Y{Cr j;@- h e w  at fieart I love you, and ant. n e w  $&' fiurinc &cent than ahen among tPwt.,Ur 
: 7 5 : .I cannot forget ' what Ru& has d m :  
"l;- bf thoum& of ?laves W= 

ii+~Pentered .K.Kiva: i.' ahd' Tirkoman raids are d 

m h t s  +a in EuroQe; whii~t BE for tk 
>#%*is -,-., ~ c h  wither Russian, Khivqn, m; 
%...iensurc mc pro'tection five years am, it js w r  P 

 ad lit& enough. b y ' d t h e a ~ m  &:a& 
-: the aptnditum k k b ~  evtaW;~ y n b  
,:::'Nt evm- f~ in ama&.~Mfi:w BrmS . . .  
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h a d i n g  India, and that is a question upon which I offer no 
j,&on. It i s  no scam to me, and I usually find that those who 
have travelIed in Russia most, and know her best, suspect her 

- leaat. Why, then,' cannot Engliind and Russia in Asia be 
frimds ? 

But--enough of this - style of writing, to which I have given 
6 '&I Eke last page or two, in order to afford some idea of the ' iarprrssign leR on my mind after reading the question through. 
B i an easy style, such as the irresponsib1e journalist may 
a t  without much trouble, and perhaps with popularity, but 

I *regard as on a low stratum when compared with the 
of the historian or the diplomatist. Two things have 

*ek me in my late mild course of Blue-book reading: first, the 
-&enseadvantage; to those who like to form their own opinions, I ld k n g  able to read, not the garbled accounts. and one-sided 
- eaaments of this or that political organ ; but t h e  very words in 
'MI, of those who conduct our international affairs ; and I have 

. " M c d  and admired the care and thought, and never-failing ' t Spttrt+y with which, on both sides, these negotiations have been 
&duct&. It has greatly increased, too, my respect for our 

' m k t t e m  and diplomatists, for I think England has reason to 
." be: pradof having in her midst men who bring k c h  patriotism 

rr culture to the service of their country. 
$rould wish, neverthe1ess, now that the matter ig settled, that 

,&ear pens may find occupation in another direction; for beneath 
.the. kte  hegotiations is seen unmistakably here and there the 
kdelwly'ta war ; and wax does not make for the highest form 
.d rdoea l  prospe*. , There are Ioftier types of greatness to 

after the things that make for peace, 
all round, of a simple precept of seven 
thy neighbour as thyself," would have 
the whole paraphernalia of the Afghan 

. . . . .  
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&tab, Acrobats ELC, - Batch- at, 303 

a - Bokhariot etiquette, 307 
- Court visitow 305 

, - Dauciu -boys at, 303 
, - D- fk aud'iencc with Emir, p g  - Entermirimerti at, 3q3 

- 657 

'~itab, C u d  d native sddks,  - HospitaEty at, p a  

at, 30% 306 
- M o u n t e h h  at, 303 
- Population of, pa - Procession to visit Emir, p g  
- Race tion at, 301 
- - &&hariot officers, 307 - Refreshments at, 303 - Ride to, 304 - Spies in Emr's palm, 307 
Kizink as fueI, 157 
KiziI Arvat, Lessar at, ggo 
- - route, 5 7 "H. 
Klopatoff, Dr., at Jizakh, 396 
Kbk-kri ,  Game oT, 218 
- Chum-Bags mosque at k h i ,  3a8 
Kokol-tash medresse in Bokhra, 349 
Koktash stone, a p  
Kolpakwsky, Gen., Cofnplaisancy of, 162 
Kolutcb, Author's native servant, aga 
Konur-Ulen, Invalid telegraphist at, 72 
Kopal, Description of, 69. 
- R i  at, 286 
Koran of Othman, a32 
KorolkofT, Gen., V W  to, am 
K.oreako$ Prince Dondukoff, Pugnacity 

of, 363 
Kosh-ku-pryk and its melonl;, 501 
Krapotkine, Prince, an Siberian prisons, 

257 
Krasnovodsk, Alabaster gram at, 595 
- h e n h  tradmg at, g g g  
- Attendmts d i s m l d  at, 586 
- Bats  at, 599 
- Descent into, 585 
- Felt manufacture at, 597 
- Fish at, 595 
- Fortress at, 596 
- Good-bye to attendants at, 600 
- Governor's house at, jgg 
- Hospitality of Commandant, 586 

Jewellerg of Turkmnan n'omen, @ - Kirghese k i b i t k ~  at. 5gg . 
- Mineral oil at, 595 
- Nomad curiosities of, 598 
- Population of, 5% 
- Rwisions at? 59 
- Salt exportatwn k, 191 - Scanty supplies in, 594 
- sbhted rrom d m ,  5% 
- S~tuation of, 585 
- Stares at, 599 - Town of, 594 . - Turkoman tents at, 595 - Water distillation at, 5% 
Kryloff, Gas, Visit to, 449 
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Kahlb&, 'Oai., an &&A ? 3 e d q  
Commlsslw,6q . 

Kuldja, AcrobatJ at, - Butstsof yrey In, f f b ,  - Bmk dismbutioa at, 9 
- Bmks, Sale of, 1- 
- Buddhist temple in, g? 
- C h i n ~ e  Christians in, gg 
-- Olcer, Visit to, 99 - - Polia-master at, 98 - Crosdllrr the l l i  w 

- I - Mausoleumi or, <XU sm - ~ n n ~ r n m q n e  in, 97, I- - Emigrstion ihm, r d  - Fruit of, 89 - betred of Cbincse, id - Hseardms drive aeu, 90 
- HoIy Cotnmunlon among RomltnisCa, 

w -- Hoaprldtf at R& CBamhte, Sg - Houses in, 107 

- Jms-house in, gl 
- Kdmuks, Visit to, I- 
-. Merket-plsee in, log - Min& oh, .16 - Oil factory in,l~og 
- Opium smoking in, I r 5 
- Prim in, IOI - Restaurants in! rq3 - Roman Catholrcs m, 91 - Rudnian Church in, gi 1 - - P r e s e n t s - h ,  ...It! -- ompation cif, 8.0- . -- rule ~&d. rag 
- ~ b m & e t  in winter. IOP 1 - - Visit to. 198' - 
- ~ p h l a t 3 i a  b m x ' w ,  I m - Sandkyh, 8 - Taranchi h r  in, Sg 
+- gardens .in, ga -- mosque m, 
- Tar&n*is in, - Trade in, lor 
- b s i t i o n a I  s t a t  4 Bt  OrPitholegy o$ *a 
- v-tation in. rm I L,Z &ises ofth s r r ~  
Kuh-&Wan, Welh of, 575 74 
Kaww steamshim. Tournev on. L 

L. s. 

5 14 - Attendants, Dkbmsty d, 533 -- Dismissal of, gqt 
- Batchman of, gm - B- at, 527 . - Bek's fmrs far Itu&or'b srfttg, 537 - Camel cradleg at, 531 -- loadin at, 533 
- h e b  Beby m Q-, 5 f i  - - - Hiring d l  533 . - C e F q  -, j rf - Chickms at, ~ f z  - Coins f o d  rt, * 5.5~. 
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Y ~ n l ~ l l t a t  morlresse i t  Khiva, 478 w, Col., Mistance from, 182 
T & h d c y ,  Cd., ViGt to, 107 
1- CDmmirsionen at! 629 ' 
M + m l i a  of AIa-Kul district, 61 
m ! l . w k r  at, - Cpm-mill at, - Mt-tree4 at. C07 

z m x .  659 
v 
' 

.Lmm a d  w. 6Rdd. 1 I W t  at K h i ~ ,  E x  Of, 532 -- Kunia Urgcnj, 532 
Medicine and divinity conjoined, 16 

-- Ulug-Bek, a33 
-HZohk, 332 Medresses of Bokkra, 349, 386' - - Khi? 477 

a at K h o k a ~  z q  
*-ut PrulieAta, IQ - Qlp i t  Pialii 5x0 
7 - - s8&kMd, 

-- 
Masoretic writing, ?a 
Matnturad, Pr im $mister d Khm, 46r? 
MausoleamdWjm-ttd-din-Eubeqgw 
Mausdlebms of Kunia Urgmj, 518 

-- Kunia Ur\genj, gaa 
7 - T e , . 5 0 8  
- nbu ChrrJul, 414 

df the Khan of Khiw, 5 p  
Lev- among Kkghese, I@ 
J.a- fortresses on the Amu, y~ 
lor f l l ~  in the desert, 5 7 6  

attacked by robbers, 51a 
nattcs in Bokhara, 458 ! . .- 

b c k  at Eehtnki, 458 
L n d ~  at Kunia Urgenj, 5- - Pe-tioi OK 521 

Merchandise of Khokand, a03 
Merchant at Kbohld, Vislt to, PI r 
Merke, Author's delay at, 163 
Merv, Annexation of, 635 - Submission of, 59a, 615 - Visit to, abandoned by Author, 587 
Metmml 'ad instruments I n t  by Mr.  laser. 7 

Melons at V~emy, 123 . - d Khiva. 470 - - - Attempad cuItiwtion in Eng- 
land, 470 - - Kosh-ku-prgk. 01 

Memorials of the lCirgIse1 147 
Men and bear fights. 434 
Mendicant prisonen at Bokhara, 398 
Mennonite w h y  at Kbojeili, 521 
Mcnnonitcs in Aulie-Ah, I 68 - of the Vob, 521 

Midnight int&ers, 295 
Military encam mtnt at Bqkham, 351 
- hospital at fhcrkand, 205 
Milk and aeam at Bukhara, 392 
Minaret of Khiva, 480 
Minarets of Kunia Ulgeaj, 51 6 
Minerd oil at K m o w d s k ,  ggg 
Mineral? of Bokhara, 392 -- 111 valley, 76 
Miniature fortress& 503 
Mining in the 1Ii wdley, 76 
Minister of Interior, Interview with, ro 
Miri-amb m d m e  in Bokhara, 
Mina Ywuf, Parting with, 406 
Misbehvioar of 'cDiotrephtg" 514 
Missionary work of Russians, qSg 
Mhions  to Muhammdans, 
Moldabavsk. Breakdown near, I 63 
Money amngcments at Tasbkemd, rgI 
- changing at Khih, 475 --- Samalkand, q g  
- lending Jews in Russia, 362 
Mmumrnta1 inscriptions scarce in Bo- 

k+a, 458 
Mwnl~ght s u p p a  oa OXUS, 428, 431 
Y d s  of Amtic people, 48 j 
Morgan, Mr. Ddmar, at Sergiopol, 6o - - - onthe"Ehkiwucind,66 
Mmcow, Arrival at, r: - Cathedra1 at, 13 - Exhillition at. 13 
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Moscow Exhibition, Gpipel '&;;bution 

. ah452 - Jems In, gpr 
Moslem pilgrimages, 41 , 

Moslems ~mtnled. by Author, 368 
Mosque at Ihshi. - of dbd~l Ad. &I, 356 - - - Hazret Imlah, 357 -- W a d - g a h ,  376 -- Shah Zindeh, sag 
Liques  at Bokhura, 386 - - K h i ~ l 4 7 7  -- Kunia Urgenj, 533 
-- Shahr, 328 

Mothers, Kirghese, 161 
hlountains of Kitab, 297 
Mountebanks at Kitnb, 303 , , 

Mud walk of bavli at hlanak, 507 
Muhammad, Rosy, as Autbds servant, 

528 
M u b ~ m a d a u  sanctity, 518 
- tomb at Say Baba, 578 
Mnbammadms, Attitude towards Chis- 

tiani~y, 4.88 
2 Books bought by, 4 - Ftnaticism d, 
- Missions to, 4b5 - ReIigious orderr of, 4.82 
Mulberriee, at IChiva, 47 r 
M u d  Bek medresse at Khokatld, + 
Murghab ri&, Kussians an, 627 
Museum at Rugsian Tashkmd, 171 -- Tashkend, I& 

' Music at Khiva, 4% -- Pet- AIexandrmk, .r147 
Musial entertainment at Kitab, 303 
- reception of Author at, Charjui, 446 
Mussulmaas, CharrrcLsirtics~of, 485 

NACHALNIK of Khojend, Hospitality of, 
I* 

' Namazi-gah mosque, 376 . 
Nap& springs at Chelaken, 595 
- works 011 t.h4 K i d  h t  line, 595 
NapUlIah, hte Emir pf Bokhara, 338 
National ,Exhibition at Mascow, 13 
Native boats rm the Amu.dariu, 436 
- carts in Khiva, 500 

I$ n by Ru~ianmhinTmrkmenia,~qz 
ousa i. Kuldja, 107 - ignorance st Pet-Aledrovsk,+y 

N h f f  Lieut., in Turkmenia, lg9 
, New Siberian steumer, ag - ~estament, w h o s e  opinions ofi 160 

Meuspaper exallgem- as 
Night guard at Chacjui, *+a - time in Bokbara, 3&7 

cunning, 22 . , 

Nocturd visitom, agg 
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Oxus h e r  Id at Ak-bugwt, 559 - - E d  4ime om, 428 - -c F e y r  oat aa, 414 -- 7! 
wulg down, 426 1 - - Wlbd, J m e y  in the, 553 , - - FM&ive boat on, 414 

-- Survey af h k s ,  629 
Change of boats on, 431 

sewice of hmt- 
.men on, 430 --- Dismiss1 of escort at Ilcljik, 432 

--- Bmrt of Authdr on, 427 
- - Extortion of Toksaha, 43 I 
- - - J4Um~p:PikKk2zrad, 428 ----- --- 14 9 

Moonlight suppers on, 428,43 I 
4 - - Turkoman boats on, 43: 

FADERIN, M,, Hospitahy of, 88 
%lace at Samarkand, 221 - of Emir of Bokhara, 278 -- Khsa at Tashanh 508 --- of Khokand, 205 
Y a ,  Diltier concerning, 627 

a -Fighting at, 621 - Mc&iq of, 626 - Russian advance to, 621 - - attach m, 621 
Pantusoff, M., Distribution of books by, 

, 4 3  
, h p e r  mauliactory at Khokand. 204 
I h k e s ,  Sir H,, Encouraging opinions 
I of, 2 
Parting with Mr. Sevier at Odessa, 603 

- ,  Pastipe in the desert, 577 
$'ah', Saikmg sands at, 197 
Bmbdly, CReupnm of provisions at, 46 
- we of bod6 at, 46 

d h i V a l  47 r I 
RmlLbrp &tmcm, 4' 
Peltlimn-Ata mosque at Xhiva, qn 

--- -& 408 
- Pam, Adxm wder m t  st, 19 - L- P d k  exrmhtion d Author at, m 

- 7 - - 
-- Mennonites, 521 

Persia, Prisw in, 421 - Slaves from, 421 
Pdarr  f r m k  negotiations, 615 
-Jews in Bokhara, 364 
Petesburg, P~voyaMe recaption at, l o  

I - Fortres pnmn m, a~ 

Petro-Alexandmvsk, Bible Society Agehi 
near, 4 9  

- - Colporteurs at,lqgo 
- - Crime at, 526 - - Fortrers at, 448 - - Home comforts at, 4 3  -- Horsts at, Cost of, 465 ---- Sale of, 450,451 
- - Hospital at, 449 

onmey to Khrva, 456 -- l--L ative ignorance at, 449 -- Prwisicns at, 449 
Public bath at, 449 -- Schools at, 449 

I - -  Scripture distribution at, 451 -- Shop 'ng at, 449 
- - ~ a J e v e n i q  at, 447 -- Tamatus arnwl at, 450 
---- Sale of, 4 0 . -- -- T'om-n ot J 

Troops at, 448 - -Visit to Capt. Kryloff, 449 -- Wages at, # 
-- Weather at, 448, 509 
-- Welcome at, 443 
- - Winter preparations at, 448 
Petrwky, M., an Bokhmiot commerce, 

32 e 

~ e v t g $  Lt.-Col., Assistan= of, 450 
Pheavrnts at Knnia U y j ,  532 
PhotopphsofKunia 'genj,515 , 

Picture worship, 4a9 
Pictures, Superstition regarding, 307~32-I 
Rlnu at Charjui. 415 
Pi m showmen in Central Asia, 518 
Pin T salt at Bokhura, 392 
Pishpek,tBatrnical garden at, 161 
- Prisoners at, 286 
Pitniak a w e  on the Amn, 440 
Ploughing and threshing, 296 
Police examination olAuthorat Perm, zo 
Pol i t a s s  of Oriental., 200 -- the E r g b e ,  149 
Polygamy among the Kirghw, I 3g - 
Pond of Posu, 578 
Pools at Bokhara, 386 
Population of Asiatic Tashkend, I 7 I -- Charjui, 414 
-- Chimkent, 168 
-- Ili province, 78 -- Jliali, 510 -- Khokand, aoq 
- - Kitab, 322 - - Krasnmodsk, 5% -- Shah. 3a2 
Porsa, Gdzelles at, 579 
- Pnnd of, 57s 
-Tern rature at, 578 - wZbppr ac 579 

Univ Calif - Digittzed by Microsoft CT' 





& , , ~ l r u e ' r  QTHX-.M w, TI, - 13 
MP tomb.& K h i w  &I :y of KWAyp q4 
S d c d b o o k s a t T  I d&6a r --- on aleamboat, 30 

b -- Scriptures in Kuldja, ~ o n  

Salt export*tisa frw Kmaod*, ggg 
Samara, Migratwn b m ,  451 
Sumarkand, Attdants forjourncy,246 
-Bazaar of, - Bibi-Kbanum mdrcrpe, 2e8 
-.- Bids-eye view of, 231 
- Butcher's shrine at, 235 
A Citadel palace at, 330 -- Colleges of, 2.9 -- Danung ddervlshes at, 4.86 - Distribution d Scriptures at, yIl - Education at, - Enamelled bxicks at, 235 - Execution stnne at, 230 - Gur-Emir mauoleum, zaI 
- Horse-bu iog at, q6 - IIospital for militav, 2.p 
- Hospitals for natives, %a 
- Interpreter n e w s a y  at, 246 
- Ishrat Khana palace at, 230 
-Jews' quarter at, 236 -- Hebrew mnuuchtion of, q a  -- Tribs o f , z q a  
- Khoja-ALbrar m e d w e ,  a 2 - Kindness of M. Arendarcn!cq 246 --- Cen I vanoff. q 8  
- Koktash stone at, 230 
- Koran of O t h ,  231 
- Komlkoff, Ga., V i s ~ t  to, 221 

' 

- Library of Tamerbe, ajz  
- Medreas~s of, 233 
- M o n q - c b g h g  13,247 - Mosques of, 233 
- Observatory at, 233 - Orphan aa lum at, q 3  - 
- -c of ;overnw; 210 - Prison at,. y 5 ,  d g  
- - Cleanhnes of, zgo - Purchase of antiquities, 247 
- Rifle practice at, 244 
- Russian camp near, 294 - Sart disease at, -  school^ Of, 240. 243 - Scriptures for, 173 
- Shah Zindeh m q u e ,  a25 
- Shir-Dar medresse, 233 
- Shrines of, 235 
- Suburban gardens of, zg3 
- S y n a g w  of Jew, a39 
- TeIegmphing to London, a48 
- T i l l a h - h i  medrew, 2 3  
- Trade of. 244 
--; Tradition of Jews, y r  
-Vegetation near, a97 - V h t  to Jw's Lsuse. 236 --- Jewish Rabbi, q . 0 ,  

Srm-Su, Breckdown near, $8 
Sand f l d  at Pw, 197 
Smdq ~biding ,  197 
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sfi-<ol&, 4hmd:-*li%t, 69'' . 
Sari-Yazi, Afghan oufwat ,  &g 
Snrt b a a r ,  VIsiCto;,roa : ' , 

- curiasitis at -end; 1% : 

Sea-bed, z L i d d  fife in a, 593 
Camping k a, -574 

--Marchi ina fs74 ,  
~ e i k i z ~ h a n . % i l q  375 -- ,Well of, 575 : 

. . ~ e l ~ e s t e e m  of Kh~vab Qoaswl, 498 
Seminary for t a i a i a g i c k i h s t e ~ s ,  r%7 
Semipolatinsk, Asylum.*h ,H 
- Rooks for h o s p i e  .- - --- 

, - C&b~, S? - - - 
potru1- ef, 43 

'7 Criminal st&istics, d a . ,  , 
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;ox, -&+, Sg Sui ti, Election of judges at, 154 - Ksit to Kirghese a& 144 
Suili. Cemete at, -583 
- Wells 0s 

Sulphur baths at hasan, 6g 
. Sumba Karez, Afghan bounda at, 626 

Summiuy of ~ u t b m ~ s  
ding Scrip- Sun-wadi Remains of, 569 

S@ay in kldja, 88 -- Se iopol, 58 
- - ~a%ccnd, 177 
Sunni law against pictures, 32 I 
- superstition,. 307 
Sunnse at Khoja-blobursk, 332 
Sardchane, Fire-worshippers at, 601 
Surveying banks of Oxus, 629 
Synagogue at B o r n !  365 

,447. - - Karshi, 329 -- K h o h d ,  zoo 
- choristers, a39 - of Samarkand Jews, ,239 
Syr-datin province, Scriptures for, 172 

TAIUY, Dishmesty of, qg6 
Tajik G a d  songs, 349 
Takhta-Katacha m, qti 

b.Emi& palace at &tab, 9 7  Taldi-Kuduk. s a t  of bmlu ail, 62 

' 

Tambourine music at Khiva, 495 
Tamerlane, Birthplace of, 3 17 - Camp of, agq - Gates of, a I 7 - Ishrat K b m  palace of, zfo 
- Library of, 232 
.- Siege of Urgenj by, 515 

, - Tomb of, aaq, a93 --- Enamel work of, 235 .. - -- wainscoting of, 377 
-Wife ofg 228 
Tara, AmVal at, 34 - Cheapness of provisions at, 35 

Col., .on slavery at Charjui, 42.1 
Smckhrt, Col., at Bokhara, 339 
--*led m ~mbrace~~larn&rn,~~g 

d-st Bokhara, 339 
at Bokhare, $+o 

e-m~ in .Kisk~lenskaia, r 57 
resat b o d s k ,  599 
~&;eping bra-Chukurn, a14 

!W&& 4 1 a ~  of BoLhara, 386 : .=d m o b &  JW 
Sraaaulihds a c o ~ l ~ l t  of slavery in 

hkhara, qu . 
rrm- sheds in the dcseq, 561 

- Chinee i n g  at, 80 - vioit m otse Gov- at, I lo . 
- Walkof, I Z I  
Suigah . A+or's . arrival ah' I ~ O  . 

Taranchi batoar in Kuldja, 89 
-- Visit to, rox - p r d ~ s  in Kuldja, 90 
- uld~a, lor - m ue in Kuldja, gf - rea ion ,  7s - v i c t o ~  over Dungans, 79 
Tarancho at Jarkwi, 75 - Description of, 81 - D m  of, 81 
-.Habitations of, S t  
Tarantass abandoned in desert,, 41 I - arrival at Petro-Alexandrovsk, 450 - dilficulty in desert, 41 1 
- on he, 332 
-Purchase ufa, 15 - Sale of, ggo - Shipment of, .qy 
Target pctice qf Tarkistan troops, a44 



Tashauz from palate reof, 5og 
- wr+ at, 509 - Palace of Khan at, 508 
'- Routc to, 508 - Ruins near, 509 

- Hotel at, 170 - Cemetery at, j a  

- Pylaticm of: I 71  - Pnson at, 2% - Provisions at, 186 - Public library, 188 
-Russian, Libmy in, 171 
- - Museum in, 171 -- Obsavatury in, 171 

- Servants' wages in, 156 
I . -- - Sunday in, 177 - Visit to Gwernor-Ged,  171 
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INDEX, 

ma-Ili moqntah, r i g  
ravelling in a laorrisbox, b o ~  

TAEs a m o y W . K i ~ h a ~ ,  154 
w Je-, 241 ( T-,=he Kirghese, 152 
T- k hkhd d s ,  587 
-'%Wh-Altrandrovsk, 4 

ison m Pclcrsbrvg, a6 I 

- - Garden exacise,  a63 
'Visits from friends, 263 

: - - Women's quarters, 263 
Taartbles with attendants in desert, 570 
Tamsseau of a Kirghese bride, 139 
Trumpets and drams at Charjai, 418 
Tura river, Yoyap on, p 
,TwYktan, Arch hshop of, Visit ta, 1~ - ~reweries in, y 5  - Distil1erie.s in. 245 - Fortified poet-stations, I 95 - KaufmPnn, Ckm, in, 610 

; -L-Y!=, 2og - Ruman muliluence in, bog - Seriptorm for, I 7a 

- tent, Rest in, 539 
-tents at Kramovodsk, 595 - --, 547 
Turkmns. Amulets of the, 596 
- Cvpetf ld  597 - Fe1ts.d 597 - Fwd of, 597 - Crm~ille, Earl, on, 612 - f nneIlerp of, 96 # - kcupahon o , 597 
- Ommrnts of. 596 - S q k  tribe 04 626 
' 'Turninin': to -me1 cradles, 546 

;,.out In the desert, 583 
I - liceman in the desert, 562 

: :. J k  gckenham Ferry" in Bokhrra, 350 

ULUG BEG, Msdrerrse of, n a  
- - ObsemMq of, 233 

Ulng Beg, Tomb of, z y  
" Unfurnished apartments " at Kakir, 334 
Ura Tiube. h g  stage-journey to, 215 -- Sacred places of, 216 
-- Scri tures for, 172 - - ~r&tions of, a16 
Urals. R w h  advance to the, 637 
Umm tsi, Massacre near, 
Umn-dnri at Dekcbq 5g 
U$Mof f ,  M.8 Khokmd, 199 
Ustik, Joum to, 429 - Toksab 2 429 
Uzbeg notions of a future life, 438 - servants b i r d  b Author, 292 - society 3 ~ a n a e ,  504 
Utun Kuyu, G 4 1 e  captured at, 569 
-- \Veil of, 566 

VAULIY, Col., Hospitalitp of, 215 
Vegetation near Samarkand, 297 - of Kuldja, I xo -- on hanks of Amu, 44p , 

Vehicles in Khiva, gm 
Venison in the desert, 554 
Viands of Kunia Urgeq ,532 
Viemy. Aiken's hotel at, I 19 
- Archhishop, Visit to, 124 
A- Trersares of, 124 
- Book distribution at, 123, 286 ' 
- W t l e  market at, 123 
-Chinese curiosities in, 121 - Droshky drive in, I 19 - Fruit at, 123 - Hotel at, I az - Houses in, rao  
- Maghate  of, Visit to, 121 
- Melons at, 123 
- MercantiIe introductions, 12 - Police-master, Visit of, r a3 
- Prison at, 282 -- Gardening in, 284 -- Nationalities of prisoners, 283 
- Provisions, Cheapness of, 284 
- races. Diversity of, 121 
- Russian advance to, 638 
- Streets of, rzo 
-Town of, IZO 
- Uninviting quartera in, I 19 
Villages near Altyn-Immet, 69 
Volga, M q o n i t e s  of the, 52: 
Voting by ballot among Ki~hese ,  155 

WAGES at PetmAlexandrovsk, ++g - in Tmhkend, 186 
Wairabad, MinentIs Bear, 392 
WalIs in Central Asin, 377, - of Anlie-Ata, 377 -- Bokham, 377 -- Etcbiadxia, 377 
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Walls of Khokahd, 2 q  
- - Suidun, I I I 

Well of Demerdjan, 58% -- Seikk Khaa, 575 -- Uzun Kuyu, 566 . 
Wells of Karntegin, 551 -- k k h l i ,  571 -- Kum-sebs- 572,,5ff . 
-' - Sary Kamlsh, 561 , ,. , 

' ''. . - 
,- - Suili, 583 

PrintH'bg H-11, Wateon, IQViy, Ld., h d o n  and.A&ntrry. 
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